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PREFACE. 

UracR the title which is prefixed to the foUowiiig pages, it m 
proposed, should enceursgement be giTen, to publish a series />f 
nnmbers or rolumes, which shall embraee^ ' -^ 

1 . Historical Sketches of Indian wars, battles and ax* 
ploits ; of the adyeatures and suffi»riags of the eaptires : 

2. Topographical Descriptions of towns and places in 
New-Hampshire, with the^ history, ciyil and eeclesiastieal : 

3. Biographical Memoirs and Anscdotbs of. eminent ati 
remarkable persons in New-HampMiire, or ifrbo have bad eon* 
nection with its settlement and history : ^ ^ ^ 

4. Statistical Tables ; Tables- of Births, Diseases and> 
Deaths: 

5. Meteorological Observatiooa, and facts relating to cli- 
mate: 

And such other 'interesting matter, as may come to hand. 

The utility of indiWduid^effiNrts, as well as of associatioaS| 
for the purpose of collectiag and* presenring what remains of 
the antiquities and curiosities of a country, cannot be ques- 
tioned. Mankind generally are interested in the feelings and 
pursuits, the history and moral state of man in difierent ages. 
Hence arises a fondness for even those details, which alonOi 
may be unworthy of regard, but which in the aggregate form 
the most valuabl^sources from which to learn the exact condi- 
tion of a people. And perhUpf there is no higher mental 
pleasure than that produced in '' tracing Ihe footsteps of past 
existence, in walking over the ground cultivated by former gen- 
erations, in reviewing the records of their deeds, and in exani- 
ining the monuments of their industry, wisdom and piety." We 
are thus instructed in the powers of human genius, and made 
acquainted with all the variety of eharact^ elicited ia pnblie 
trials or private sufferings. 
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Rluch has bee\i done in Europe, by the patronage of govern- 
mentg, and in America, by the enterprize and munificence of in- 
dividuals, to collect (he antiquities and trt^ditions of each quap- 
ter of the globe. It is unnecessary to enumerate the societiea 
formed with this view since that of Charlemagne in the eighth 
century; or to name those great lights in history which have 
pT^ierved the knowledge df many centuries, and which now 
guide the pilgriin in his wearisome search after the treasures of 
aniiquitjrJ 

JSs^ertions, even the most humble, to collect the scattered 
fUlfmenis isi c^tJR history, we believe will not fail to meet the 
approbmiDii of evtff eoiightened mind. Though our great his- 
torian, Dr. Bblkn^p^Mis presented a rich legacy to the people 
of ibis State, there are still left unexplored many sources of in- 
formation, to which he bad not time to devote his attention. It 
i9. believed that some valuable manuscripts and papers relating 
to important historical events, i^jemain in the possession of those, , 
who, if an opportunity presented for their publication free of 
expense, would cheerfully impart them (or this purpose, for the 
benefit of society. To rescue from the duat 'and * obscurity of 
private^repositories such important documents, as are liable to 
b^ lost or destroyed, by the indifference or neglect of those in- 
to whose hands thay i6ay have fallen) will be a primary object 
of our attention.' Not aspiring to the higher walks of general 
' science, we shall confine the range of our exertions to the humble 
task of colleciing and preserving whatever may be useful to others 
in relation to the subjects befcye mentioned ; a1nd we hope in 
some measure to succeed in rescuing from oblivion valuable 
and important facts, and to contribute a small share to the stock 
of^ historical knowledge respecting our own slate. 

Another: oljject is, to excite the attention of those versed ia 
the uowiritien hi8to^y of our-state, to the formation of a society 
al:tli«'^e«t of ^goVernipeDt, embracing the general plan of th« 
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flistorical Socielies in Massachusetts and New- York * Though 
New-Hampshire may be less fruitful in resources than either of 
those states, we are certain that very many interesting subjects 
deserve a more general inquiry than it is in the power of indi- 
viduals to make. No longer ago than in 1750, there were herds 
of suvages roaming about the different parts of the state ; ^d so 
lateas 1781, their latest depredationsiwere committed in the town 
of Shelhorne. In almost every town on the borders of our great* 
er rivers, have been discovered traces of Indian fortifications, 
dwellings^ implements, or weapons. And the memory of Indian 
eruptions is now fresh in the minds of some of our Bg€d 
people. These circumstances are favorable^ and should invito 
consideration. 

Descriptions of the varied natural scenery which our state 
presents; of the quality of the soil, and the productions of differ- 
ent parts of the State ; of the local advantages, trade and man- 
ufactures of particular places — will be generally interesting from 
their minuteness and accuracy. With the lives and characters 
of eminent and useful men, there m^ few who do n^ wish to 
be acquainted. To this department of our work wo shall devote 
much attention — endeavoring, if we publi^ sketches of per- 
sons who are already well known, to give at least some addi- 
tional anecdotes of their lives or writings.. It must be apparent 
to every reflecting mind, that, as the remaining veterans of the 
revolutiiin are fast leaving the stage, much of the history of that 
eventful period is likely to be lost, which timely exertions may 
now preserve. We hope to be able to collect personal accounts 
frommany of the surviving actors in that stupendous drama. 

Should our entcrprize be crowned with success, or should 
we, with much toil^ he enabled to add any thing to the history 
and knowledge of our own state, we shall fee! satisfied. Pe- 
cuniary profits we are not so quixotick as to expect ; nor shall 
we, on the other hand, be lavish of labor to our own disadvan- 



* [The Historical Society of New-Hampshire wits formed on 
the 2l8t May, 1828, and has now (1831) a respectable collection 
of valuable books and papers.} 
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tage. If the publk, or enlightened indtyiduals, think fit to en- 
courage the undertaking, and to contribute what information 
they may possess towards furthering our design, we shdl (Nto- 
eeed with diligence, and publish in convenient numbqrs such 
iAlhciioM as we have already succeeded in procuring, and 
whatever of value we may hereafter obtain. 

^ THE EDITORS. 

Concordy iV. H. January^ 1822. 



• ^^ . . 

IN RBLAYIOIM fC} THB S'lTBSECTS ON WHICH THE EDITORS WISH 

. • . FOR *- INFORMATION. 

I. Can you give any information conc^miag the FirH SeHU^ 
wicn* of your town, or village^ by white people,' and the num- 
ber 2rnd condition of the first settlers ; the names of the princi- 
pal persons ; the circumstances. attending the settlement, and the 
subsequent history of the place t 

. 2. Are you in possession^of any records which will tend to elu- 
cidate tho Ecclesiastical Hlstary of New-Haqipshire ? Can you'^ 
give any information concerning the "erection of churches, and- 
the establishment of ^congregations of the difTerent religious de** 
nominations, from the earliest periods of settlement ; the names 
of all the ministers who have had pastoral charges, the dates of 
their settlement and removal, whether by death or otherwise ; the 
name of the college at which they were educated, the year^ and 
their literary publications ? 

3. When were Schools and other seminaries of learmng first in* 
stituted in your town 1 What have been their ^umbers at differ- 
ent periods since that time 1 Canany information be had respect- 
ing their funds, number of scholars, and general character at dif- 
ferent times from the first settlement to the present day ? 

4. When was the first prtftf^^ press establish in your town, and 
by whom ? When was the first book, phamphlet, or newspaper 
printed ? 

5. What are the literary publications of gentlemen who have 
resided in your town ? When and where were they printed,, what 
form, and what the number of pages they contain t 
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0. Hare yoa any i^Qblick JLibraria t If any, when were they 
trti institated ; when incorporated, and what is the number of vol- 
nines in each ? 

7. What are the names of those belonging to yonr town who 
hare received a colkge eebteaiion ? At what eellege, and when did 
they graduate? 

8. What remarkable laws, oustoms, or usages, either local or 
genera], at early periods of our colonial establishment, hare come 
to your knowledge ? 

9. Can you furnish deseriptions,drawing8,or other comunications 
eonceniing mines, mnerii" springs, ancient fortifications, caverns, 
mountains, or any other ndtural curiosities, together with minute 
infcNrmation concerning the dates of their discovery, or of other 
remarkable events respecting thesa, and in j;enera], every fact 
which may throw light on their origin and history. 

lOi Do you possess any records concemiiig seasons remarkable 
either for the extremes of heai or eoldt scarcity or plaUy f Can 
yen conynnnlcate hUis ofmartaUty, histories of epidemicks, &c. 

1 1. Is it in your power to furnish anj information concetning 
the Indian tribes which formely inhabited your town or vicinity ; 
concerning their number and condition when first visited by the 
whites ; their trade, disputes, wars, and treaties, either among 
themselves, or with ti)^ white people \ their character, customs 
and general history 1 

12. What were the'Indian names of the mountains, rivers, lakes, 
or other remarkable places in your neighborhood ? And what is 
the traditional import of those names ? 

13. What were the number and names of these belonging to 
your town, who were killed or died in service during the Ameri- 
can revolution, and during the late war between this country and 
Great Britain ? 

1 4. What associations have yoa for religious or literary improve-* 
ment, or the encouragement of the arts ? 



dOLLBOTZOirS. 

_« — . 

TOPOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL SKETCH OF 
ANDOVER, N. H.— By Jacob B. Moo«e. 

{ The reader cannot expect to find, in the history of so recent 
a settlement as that of Andover, much to interest his fancy or im- 
prove his mind. It is to the earlier efforts of our pi^grim fathers, 
that we must look for examples of lieroic piety and perse verance, 
amid the dangers which surrounded them, "both of famine and 

» 

savage, war. There is still an inducement to collect the facts in 
the early history of even .the younger towns, from the reflectioi;t 
that so much has been lost in the history of the 'older. Timely 
exertions only can preserve for the use of poster ity» those partiouv 
lars concerning events of the present d^y, which we are all so 
snxious to know respecting " times of old,** With this view the 
writer of the following sketch has endeavored to bring into a 
small compass, all the material facts relating to his native town ; 
and whether they be valuable or not, his satisfaction rests in hav- 
ing rescued from forgetfulness circumstances, wliich, if not inter- 
esting at the present day, may become so to those who shall here^ 
afler occupy the lands lately cultivated by our fathers.] 

If 

AndoverJ a post-'town'in the county of Merrimack^ is situat- 
ed in latitude 43^ ^T north, and is bounded oh the north by 
New-Chester, east by the Pemigewasset river, a branch of' the 
Merrimack, which separates the town from Sanbornton ; . eouth 
by Salisbury, and west by Wilmot-t-in length about tea miles 
from east to west ; its average width four miles fftjm north" 'to 
south— containing 29,883 acres, or nearly forty-six square 
miles.* i'. 

[* The town of Franklin was iocorpoEj|te4 in JanuairjN 1S99* 
and includes a portion of Andover, lying on the river.] 
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Pemigewasset river, which forms the eastern boundary, is a 
rapid stream, subject to sudden swells from the numerous brooks 
and rivulets that wind round almost every hill in the vicinity.''^ 
The Pemigewasset is fordable at several places near Andover 
in summer, and even when the waters are high, the fishermen 
■ometfmes cross on the rocks jutting out near the falls. A va- 
riety of excellent fish, is annually caught here, though in less 
qiMintities than. formerly. Bhekwater river, one of the tributary 
branches of the Contoocook^ is formed by two small streams, 
one of which rises in Danbury^ and the other issues from pleas- 
ant pond in New-London. These branches unite soon aflec 
crossing the west line, and form the Blackwater, so called from 
its dark appearance, which passes rapidly through the southwest 
j^rt of' the town into Salisbury, from thence through Boscawen 
into th^ north east part of Hopkinton, where it empties into the 
Coiitoocook. This stream affords numerous fish, and many fine 
miH'seats. 

- There are si!x ponds in Andover, the largest of which is call- 
ed' iDSkance pond^ situated in the easterly part of the town, the 
^tlet of which p%ss!es through Salisbury- Village [Franklin] in- 
fo, tbe Pemige^wasset,, ^ little below Webster^s falls. This pond 
is about two miles in length, differing from one half to ^tbs of a 
anile in width. Ltoon pond lies near the centre of the town, and 
is about one mile in length and three-fourths of a mile in width. 
There is an island situated in the easterly part of Loon pond, 
which has long been the resort of summer pleasure parties, for- 
merly affbrdiiy; a beautiful shade and several kinds of wild 
fruits : this island contains three or four acres. The other 
ponds are called MUchelPs, EJhoWyAdder and Nether. All of them 



' jP^ This river is formed of three principal bratich^s/ having 
their 'soorees in PeeKhg, Franconia, and the ungranted lands 
sqpth of the White Mountains. These branches unite in Peel- 
ing, from whence the main stream passes in a south direction 
through Thornton, Campton, between Plymouth and Holderness, 
Bridgewater, Bristol, New-Hampton and New-Chester ; and it 
unites with the Winnepisiogee river in Franklin; — the stream^ 
tkenee ttli^^tbe Haikite «»f Mtfiimxtck.1 
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ailbrd many fish, and .in some of the coDnecting itraams are 
found salmon trout. 

Andover abounds with hills and dales, being in some placeii 
rocky and barren. On the north is a range of mountains,whieh 
divides the town from New-Chester. It commences near the 
Pemigewasset river, and extends westwardly about ten nnies to 
the intersection of the Grafton and fourth N. H. turn[nkes.— » 
These mountains are called Raggedy from their apj^earance, be* 
ing in all parts broken, and in many places bleak and precipitous. 
About two-thirds of the southern side are cleared, and afford 
good pasture lands. In some parts, settlements ha^e been 
made, and snug farms formed some way up their sides. These 
rural improvements, with the rocky barrier behmd, present f^om 
other eminences a picturesque appearance. A little west of the 
centre of the range, a stream of water passes fW>m New- 
Chester^ on which are situated several nulls, la its ftosage 
through a chasm in the monntain, the water tumUea eves a 
ledge of rocks nearly two hundred feet in the distance of a 
hundred rods* When the stream is rinsed by heavy rain» oi 
melting snows, the prospect is very interesting. From the fool 
of these falls the ascent is not difficult on either side the wholo' 
distance up. The highest summit, which is a little west of the 
rivulet, by a late calculation, is found to be 1700 feel abovothe 
level of the pond a little south of its base. There are several' 
caverns in this range of mountains, some of which have been' 
explored to a considerable distance, containing much rubbiabf 
decayed leaves, limbs of trees, vegetable mould, bones of ani-* 
mals, iic. The dividing line between Andover and New- 
Chester, passes over the summit of the Ragged Mountains, 

The soil of this town is in many parts very good, produeing 
excellent wheal, rye and corn, and is in general good for or* 
charding, and for other fruits common in this pari of the coua- 
try. Ej^eriments have frequently beea made with Ifees^ more 
common in a southern latitude, but none have been brought to 
maturity, by reason of the severity of the winters. The high- 
lands, though hard of cultivation, are exceedingly fertile, an4 
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some of the best! farms are situated on the bills in the westerty 
part of the town, and on the southerly side of the Ragged^ 
Iffountains. . There is soooe rich interval land stretching along 
t)ie Blackwater river.; and on the southern and southweatera 
bofders of Loon and Chance ponds;, are some yaiuable tiibber 
lands, the nati^ral growth being principally hard pine and 9pruce 
•7— p^u^.of.whick has been conveyed in rails dowo the river to 
3o;sicawep and Concord.* The growth of wood, in the other 
pari^-o£/the town, is principally oak, beach aod sugar^maple. — 
Seventy years ago the whole town was a forest, mhabited only 
by wild beasts* From its first settlement until within a few years 
tl^ inhabitants have annually supplied themselves with sugar 
fjrota their own farms ; but the treen now beginning to decay,, 
and little, paina being taken in their preservation, this branch of 
domest^i economy is almost wholly neglected. 

In some part's of the town, near the Ragged Mountains, are 
found masses of excellent granite, which has -as yet been made 
but little use of. There is also every indication of iron ore in 
the aoiitherly part of tk» range; In- passing over the ledges, it ^ 
bais iatariably been found that the needle was more or less at- 
tftacCed* Considerable quantities of iron ore have been taken 
fcom the southern borders of Loon pond. Black lead of so* 
perior quality has aliso been frequently found at the foot of the 
mountains* These circumstances certainly indicate the exist- 
^Pfne of some valuable minerals* in tliis mountainous range, and 
sbooldinritQ.the attention of those versed in mineralogical sci- 
ence. . 

The woods of Ando Iter, when the proprietors of the tract 
first entered upon their lands, were plentifully stocked with game. 
Mopse, fie^iy bears, wild-cats. Sec* were ev^ery day to be seen, 
aiid th<$ settlors were obliged to guard their flocks from their 
nudoight iocuraions. Deer were very numerous, and so late as 
nSS, thft>towA voted a premium of Rve dollars for every deer 
killed by the inhabitants. Beayers, iotrer8,and other quadrupeds. 



•The timbers for the Concord Bridge, when it was first baUt^ 
were procured «ear Chance pond. 
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were also common, and were for a few years a source of profit 
to tbe inhabitants. 

The fourth N«w-Hampshire Turnpike passes through the 
north-western part of Andover and intersects with the Graflon 
turnpike near the western line. In 1763, there was but one 
path cut through the town near the centre, winding round the 
pond, and leading back to the Pemtgewasset. The lines between 
Salisbury* and Andorer were perambulated and marked this 
year by the selectmen of both towns ; and soon after, the boun- 
daries between Andover and New-Chester were established in 
like manner. The roads through this town are now good, and 
the inhabitants are constantly improving them. 

Travellers passing over the stage-road through Andover, have 
but an imperfect view of its soil. They can indeed see little 
but the bleak and barren pi^e of the Ragged Mountains on the 
north,and the darkly wooded sides of the Kearsarge on the west. 
There are several convenient dwellings and good farms situa- 
ted on the turnpike ; also three public houses and the post-office. 
And a meeting-house is soon to be erected in that part of the 
town.t But the principal settlements, and the oldest and best 
cultivated farms are situated in the centre of the town. The 
first meeting-house built in conformity with the conditions of the 
grant, was torn down in 1795 — and the present one- erected on 
the 3d of May, 1796, and dedicated to the service and honor of 
the Christian religion, Jan 1 5th, 1797. This house is a spacious 
and well finished building, but is now decaying, having never 
been painted. Its cost was about $220Q;j;. There are now in 
the town of Andover about 245 dwelling-houses ; 4 stores ; 4 
taverns ; 5 saw-mills ; 3 grist-mills, with double runs of stones 



•Originally clilled Stevens^Toum, from the name of one of the 
grantees. 

[f Finished and dedicated in 1624.] 

[JThe site of the burial ground near this church, was present- 
ed to the town, March 5, 1805, by Charles Hilton, reserving '*one 
square rod ibr the nse of Widow Ruth Towle, and six square 
rods for himself aad family'' — ^the whole comprising } of an aero 
and 7 rods.] 
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ia each ; 2 carding macbiaes ; 2 clothing millfl ; 3 bark milU, 
and 2 tanneries. The first saw-mill was built in 1767, the 
proprietors granting 40/. to the person who built it, together 
with the water privilege and site, '' on condition that he should 
saw all the logs the proprietors should haul to the mill, at the 
halves for ten years." The number of inhabitants was in 1775, 
179 ; in 1790, 645 ; in 1300, 1133 ; in 1810, 1259 ; and in 1820,. 
1642 — ^giving for this latter year an average of about seven 
persona for each family. The body of inhabitants are indus- 
trious farmers, raising ordinarily a surplus with which to furnish 
their families the '^ little necessaries" . which common custom or' 
inclination invite them to procure. 

Andover was granted by the proprietors* of lands purchased 
of John Tufton Mason in 1746, to the following peroni^, viz :«^ 
JSdmond Brown,William Swain, Archelaus Lakeman, John Hoyt^ 
John Brown, Daniel Cram, Nathan Row, Amos Dwinell, Dan* 
ie\ Sanborn, John Sanborn, Joseph Qove, Benjamin Leavitt, 
Nathan Longfellow, David Norton, Walter Williams, Benj«-» 
min Swett, jun. Benjamin Shaw, Benjamin Tilton, Joseph Pres- 
cott, Thomas Sillia,t Israel Blake, John Ellis, Daniel Weare, 
Nc^tbaniel Healey, Benjamin Sanborn, Robert Miller and To- 
bias Lakeman, of Hampton-FalU, 

^ Edward Brown and Jonathan Beck, ^ Salishuryy Mu9. 
Samuel Bathrick, of Portsmouth. 

Il^^ekiel Worthen,Joseph Weare,Samuel Blake, jun. John Chfip- 
rnao, Samuel Blake, Nathan Dow, Samuel French, William 
Brown Clough, Jesse Prescutt,y and Ebenezer Loverin, of Ken* 
fingten. 

Anthony Emery, John Marston, Simon Marston, Joshua Towle, 
Daniel Marston, John Leavitt, Jonathan Leavitt and Nathaniel 
P(^chelder, of Hampton* 



*The names of the original proprietors or grantors of Andover, 
were, Theodore Atkinson, Mark H. Wentworth, Richard Wibird, 
John Wentworth, George Jaffirey, Samuel Mooret, Nathaniel 
Meserve, Thomas Packer, Thomas WallingfordyJotbamOdiorne, 
Joshua Pierce and John Moffat. 

^ So spelt in the original grant. 
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SanHiel French, Richard Smith, Benjamin Eaton, Joseph 
French, Hezekiah Carr and Benjamin French, of Soutk-Hampton 
and Hatnpton-Falh, 

David Page, David Lowel, Naason Cass and Joseph Raw- 
lins, of ExeUr, 

Jonathan Sanborn, of Kingstof^ ; and Robert Calfe, of Chea^ 
ier, 

Tiie boundaries of the grant wore thus described — " Begin- 
ning at a great rock on the westerly side of Pemigewasset river, 
which rock is the north-easterly bound of a tract of land gran- 
ted to Ebenczer Stevens, Jedediah Philbrick and othes, by said 
proprietors ; then running W. 17*=* S. 10 miles; then beginning 
again at said rock, running up said river so far as to contain ibur 
miles upon a straight line ; thence W. 17° S. 10 miles; thence 
on a straight line to the end of the first ten mile line." 

The conditions imposed upon the grantees were as follow:-—* 
'^ That fifteeu families be. settled upon said tract of land, each 
having a house of sixteen feet square at 1 east, or equal there-* 
to, and four acres of land cleared and fitted for tillage or mow- 
ing upon their respective shares, within four years next aftef 
the granting hereof; and fiflcen families more, so settled, with- 
in six years from the granting hereof ; and thirty families morre 
within ten years from the granting hereof. That within eight 
years from the granting hereof a meeting-house be built for the 
worship of G^, and fitted for (hat purpose for the use of the iHk 
habitants there ; and that they maintain and support the constant 
preaching of the gospel there afler the expiration of ten yeard* 
from the granting hereof. That all vokUe-pine tree8yJUforma$tmg 
ihe royal nqvy^ he and hereby are reserved andgicanted to his majeslxf^ 
his heirs and successors forever fot that purpose. Provided always^ 
that in case of an Indian war within any of the teilns of years 
above limited for the doing any of the said' matters and things 
aforesaid, by the said owners to be done, the same number of 
yevrs fls sach war shall last diaU be allowed afber IImI impedv- 
raen(.dhall beiemoYed.'^ 
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' The town was divided into 81 rights, eighteen of which were 
reserved by the graotors, one for the first ordained minister, one 
for the parsonage, and one for the support of schools. The re- 
maining sixty rights, consisting each of two lots of 100 acres, 
and one of SO acres, belonged to the slsty grantees. 

Andover was originally called New^Breion^ in honor of those 
brave men who achieved the capture of Cape Breton in 1745.* 
Of the forces which were engaged in this enterprize, New-Hamp- 
shire furnished about five hundred men, chiefly in one regiment 
of eight companies under the command of Col. Samuel Moore. 
Most of the grantees of Andover were out in this expedition, the 
result of which, says Dr. Belknap, " filled America with joy, 
and Europe with astonishment.'* Walter Williams commanded 
a company in the regiment of Col. Moore, and Anthony Eme- 
ry was the regimental surgeon. Capt. Williams was a brave 
commander, and among the most respectable inhabitants of 
Hampton-Falls. Dr. Emery was a gentleman of liberal ed- 
ucation, and graduated at Harvard College in 1736. Some of 
his descendants now live in Andover. This town retained the 
name of New-Breton until June 25, 1779, when it was incorpo- 
rated by the name it now bears. 

The first inhabitant of Andover was Joseph Fellows, who mo- 
wed into town from Boscawen in 1761. His daughter Peggy, 



• The Island of Cape Breton is situated between latitude 46 
degrees and 47 degrees N,, about 15 leagues distant from Cape 
Ray, the S. W. extremity of Newfoiindland— being separated 
from the main land of Nova-Scotia by a narrow strait of six. 
leagues in length. This island had been deemed of little impor- 
tance by the English and French, who had successively held pos- 
session of it, until the beginning of the last century, when the 
latter became aware of its importance, from its central situation 
and the convenience of its ports. They accordingly built a for^- 
4ified town on the S. E. side of the island, two miles and a quarter 
in circumference, to which they gave the name of Louisbourgh. 
It was fortified in every accessible part with a rampart of stone 
from 80 to 36 feet in height, and a ditch 80 feet wide. Tt was so 
strong as to be styled "the Dunkirk of America." For the par- 
ticulars relating to the capture of Cape Breton, the reader is re- 
ferred to Belknap's Hist. N. H. vol. h. and Mass, Hist. Coll. vol. 
1. of the first series. 
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(now Mrs. Woodbury, of Cojrinth, Vt.) was4he first child born 
in town, and she is now 68 years of age. Mr. Fellows died 
March 14, 181 Imaged 84. Eliaii Raino was the next settler, 
and Wiiiiam Morey the third : both a^me into town soon after 
Mr. Fellows. Mr, Raino died Sept. 20, 1787 ; Mr. Morey iu 
1814 ; Edward Ladd, another of the first settlers, moved in 
soon after Mr. Morey. His grandfather, Nathaniel Ladd^ em- 
igrated from Scotland in the latter part of the seventeenth cen- 
tury, and his father settled in Exeter, where he was born. He 
Wfts a soldier in the ^^ o\i' French war," as it is called, which 
commenced in 1744 — was an industrious man, and acquired 
a good estate. He died July 22, 1818, aged 82. His son, John, 
was the first male child born in Andover . 

The early settlement of the tow^ 'increased but slowly, the 
inhabitants being subjected to many and great privations. They 
were unable to procure bread-stofis without travelling ten or 15 
miifiBj and were tl^en obliged to convey U )iome on their t{acks. 
The woods sunplied th^m with animal food, which they took in 
abdndance wiifo. their guns ao^i traps. There were no inhabit* 
ants north from whom they could receive assistance, and the 
difficulties of a communication with those situated south of An- 
dev^r, rendered their situation less pleasing. The men of those 
days, however, partaking of the spirit common to New-England- 
era, overcome all difficulties by perseverance, and secured to 
their families a- quiet and peaceful possession — making the wil- 
derness resound-with human activity, and planting gardens amid 
the shaggy and barren mountains. 

It -may be said with justice of the early settlers of this country; 
that the spread of the gospel and the establishment of churches 
werjs .among their first objects. We accordingly find these ob- 
j^ts -distinctly provided fpr in almost all the oiig nal grants 
of our towns. , One of the conditions required of the grantees 
of Andover was^ tliat a meeting house should be built within 

eight ye^rs aft«r the grant, and the preaching of the gospe^ 

3 
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constantly maintaioed. The proprietors erected a convenieai. 
house, and preaching was occasionally had \ but no minister was 
formally settled until 1 7 82. In the early part of this year a church 
was gathered ; and on the dOth of October, the Rev. Jg^mn 
Badcqck was ordained to its pastoral charge. He was a native 
of Milton, Mass. ; received his education at Harvard CollegOi^ 
yehere he graduated in 1772. He was a good scholar, a charit- 
able and industrious man. The church remained united under 
his ministry for more than fifteen years, whennianj^ of the m^m"* 
bers embraced different opinions, or *^came otherwise a}tenf^-^ ' 
ed ; and the society grew so small,, that in 1809, he proposed 
resigning his charge. His farewell sermon to the people, on 
dissolving his cc^tonexi^n witR them, was an affectionate appeal 
to their understandings on tk^ evils* of divisions and strife in re- 
ligious communities, and an earnest exhortation to them kiot to 
forsake the assembling of themselves together for the publick 
worship of God, even thoug^h his exertions had failed to increase 
their spiritual blessings. No ether epngregation|tl minister was 
ever settled in town, and there are now^^'conuparatively faw of 
thajt denomination of christians. The people are at present 
somewhat divided in religious sentiment. The most numerous 
class are undoubtedly those called Unwn Bapihls.* Th^^ a{« 
some Calvinistick baptists, and some congregationaliits f'' aUp A 
society of universal ists, incorporated in 1818.t *- * 

In the year 1801, there was a revival of religion among the 
Freewill Baptists ; and in 1803, Elder Elijah Watson, who now 
resides in Sutton, was ordained. He remained in this place how- 



* The name of Union Baptists has been recently assumed, for 
the purpose of quieting different opinions. Many who were in 
union with the Freewill Baptists diSfflhsd the name ; an3' we be*- 
lieve the term Union comprehends several clajss^s who ISiffcr on 
minor and unimportant points. 






[t A society of unitarians was formed hcrcf iJ* liJW.] 
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■ever but li few years. In 1810, a great number were added to 
the connexion and Elder Ebenezer Chase was ordained,who with 
sholf interruptions, has preached to the society until very lately. 
In TB%9 and 1820, a great reformation occurred, under the min- 
fstr^ion'tf those calling themselves CHRisT-tan», without any 
^rty name ; and^he Hrst churpl|i, under that appellation, was 
gathered here in Sept. 1819, and now consists of 107 members. 
1ft' is in connfe^ri "•with the " New-Hampshire Christian Con- 
.ferenee, " and is now un<Jer the pastoral care of Elders Young 
^i<^8»eper.^ The secodd church, of the same denomination, 
was gathered in May, f^O, ajid contains^5 members, under 
4he care of Elder Young.. Both tljese churches form "the First 
Unioa Baptist Society of Ahdover," whllh is much the largest 
religious society in town. f'*" 

In July,! 8 19, Elder Ebenezer Chasef commenced the publi- 
eatlohf of a periodical paper, called the ^^ Religidus Infonmr^^ 
issued once a month. Aii^hat time, his fsiibscription list amount- 
.*e8'td'110; since wh«jiih it has increased to nearly 800. Mr. 
luMiSS is both editor and printer, haviqg for some time used a 
.pr?s^ of his own contrivance, and learnt to work at his new em- 
ployfKienl exAit'^y without assistance. His paper is devoted to 
the "dMse^incttion of the principles of the denomination to which 
lie 'belongs^ §Qd is as well executed as some of the country 



.. m OiJ t i 



♦Eldei Pet^r Young was ordained in York, Me., Sept. 9, 1808 
«<— commenced preaching in Deerfield, N. H. in 1812, where he 
continued until 1819, when he removed to Andover. Elder Ne- 
hemiah Sleeper is a native of Andover^ and was ordained with 
Elder William True, June 19, 1817. Elder T. died on the 11th 
October, 1818 — he was a young man of unblemished moral char- 
jKBHe^y and muck respected^ Elder Jesse Thompson was also or- 
dai«»d^athe work di aw^vangelist June 7, 1821. 

' pMr. C%a^'!fai$ removed his printing apparatus to Enfield, and 
tliiere; uiitil ^enliy, piublished his Informer^ and also a masonic 
OAlled ^ Cdsket.^ 
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prints where we may suppose the publishers hare been regular-* 
]y educated in the art. 

All sects have a right to assemble at the meeting-house, abd at 
seasons of publick worship thej are generally occupied. ' It is 
believed that in few places has greater harmony premt^d among 
the different denominations, than in Andover ; and it is to foe 
hoped this christian liberality, so creditable to the people, wiU 
always characterize them. 

Thete are in Andover fourteen school districts, in twelve of 

which are well-finished school-houses. A publick school ' has 

for several years b^n kept near the centre of the tbwn ; and 

Mr. Joseph No|^s, who died Dec. 23d, 1818, leA ilrnds in the 

hands of his Executor^to the amount of ten thousand dollars^ be- 

side some real estate, for the* establishment and support of an 

academy. It is much to be regretted", however, that the benefits 

likely to result from this munificent bequest, are restricted by 

the unfavourable situation located for^the academy.^ Had ^le 

donor seen fit to have selected a more convenient and centra! spol,. 

far greater present, if not permanent, a!(}vantages must have 

been derived. It is noi however, becoming to complain of the 

maimer of bestowing a gift, if the gif^ be valuable;' and theijihabr 

itants of Andover will long remember with delight -tl»ei^ most 

distinguished bene factor -t 

^_^ . ■ . — * *■ '■ — 

* Extract from Mr. Noyes' WilL 

" Item Ath. I do hereby direct my Executor to take ten thou- 
sand dollars out of my personal property and bank stock, and ap- 
propriate it for the support of a publick school — said school to be 
under {he direction of six directors, who shall at first be appoint- 
ed by my Executor, and after that they shall fill their own vacan- 
cies. The house for said school to be huiU on the farm on which I 
now live — which farm I s^Iso give and b^'qviftath fot the support; of 
said school. Said school to be denoiYupated. Notes' Sc9ool." 

4 

[f The Academy went into operation, with ,«a<icQ88, in 16M, 
but the heirs having succeeded in bre{|kiQ§ the 4n^ill»*it is'aow 
f^3(tinct.] t.. 
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u Mr. Noyes was a native of Hampstead in this state. He 
commenced business early in life in Haverhill — ^thence removed 
to Salisbury, where he continued till within a few years of his 
deatb,,when ho moved into Andover. He was from his youth a 
very industrious man« and by his own hands accumulated the 
estate which he lejjt, amounting to about | 17,000. He was al- 
ways punctual to fufil his engagements — and was strictly upright 
in his dealings. He died at the age of 54 — leaving the remain- 
der of his property iathe hands of his Executor, Robert Barber, 
Esq. of Andover, for the 'education and support of his three 
diildren. 

Doct. Silas Barnard was the first physician who settled in 
' town, and was a man of respectable talents, and a useful citi- 
^ zen. . He was a native of Bolton,JVIass. — came to Andover in 
1792, and died June 25, 1795. It is supposed that he was a de- 
scendant from Francis Barnard, who, for a while, lived in 
Hartford, Conn, but removed from thence to Amherst, Mass. 
Jle was the common ^co^tor of the distinguished divines of 
this name who have been aa honour to New-England. 

Doct. Jacob Bailey Moork, who succeeded Dr. Barnard, 
was born Sept. 5, 1772, at Georgetown, on the Eennebeck, 
Maine. His ancestors were of Scotland, and emigrated to this 
country in "the early part of the last century. His father, who 
was also 6f the medical profession, was a surgeon on board a 
publick vessel in the revolution, and was esteemed skilful. — 
Dr. Moore acquired his education principally by his own indus- 
try. He settled in Andover in 1796, and practised his profes- 
.sion with great success until 18 12, when he received the appoint- 
ment of surgeon's mate in the 11th regiment of U. S. Infantry. 
Qe oontinued io the service until December of that year, when 
he returned to his family much indisposed, and died of the lung 
^Dirtfilaint on the lOthof January, 1813. From his youth he 
lS9d cultivated Jifl|sfcft, and composed several excellent pieces, 
fiom* of whic|;^ were published in Holyoke's Repository. He 
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also had a taste for poelry, and wrote nuroerous soogs aod epis^ 
ties, some of which were published ia the newspapers. [Dr. 
Moore was appointed a Justice of the Peace 18th Juae, 1S02 ; 
and was elected an associate tnember of the N. H. Medif al So- 
ciety in June, 1801.] 

Tl^ present physicians in Andover, ar^Doctors Silas MerriH 
and Tillon Elkins. 

Jonathan Weire, Esq. a much respected and iweful citizen, 
and who for many years sustained soRna of the most important 
oSicea of the town, was anatire of Se.abrook. His grandfa- 
ther was a brother of the Hon. Meshecb Weare, celebrated as 
one of the first worthies of New-Hampshire. Mr. Weare died 
on the I8lh of January, 18IG, at the age of 60 years. Jona- 
than Weare was (he first Jtlstice of the Peace in Andover ; 
and it appears from the town records, that at a meeting in 1779, 
he was eelecia be commissioned by the 

government, a 4'his Vas indeed a ^igh 

pTO«f of the c< f^ integrity a^d justice. 

Mr. Willi i'e of Kensington — moved 

with his fathei eter — thence to Andover. 

He died on the 18th of March, 1812, aged G2 years, IS^r, 
Blake was a man of acute understanding, and in all ^e tr«iis^- 
tions of life was exceedingly upright and honorable. . He w'aa 
viewed for many years as one of the fathers of the town. 
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■ • 

^Nmnes of soldiers from ike town of Andover serving in the rero/w- 

iion, 

John Chandler, Nathaniel Call, Ezekiel Fellows,* Paul 
Smitli Mftrston, Thomas Sleeper, Joshua Danford, Edward Dan- 
ford, Josiah Hains, Joseph Tucker, Benjamin Fellows, Joseph 
Feligws, Robert Wise, John White, Thomas Welch. 



Committee of Safety in 1775. — Sanluel Blake, Paul Smith 
Marston, Thomas Blake, Joseph Severens, and Moses Clough. 



Justices of the Peace in Andover since 1779. — fJonathan 
Weare, fJacob B. Moore, Ephraim Eastman, William Proctor, 
Robert Barber, Willard Emery, |Benjamin Thompson, Samuel 
Brown, Josiah Babco^, Afio. Darling, Thomas R. White, Jo- 
seph Cl Thompson, Thomas Clark* 

Robert Barber and William Proctor, Justices of the Peace and 
Quorum, 



A mortal sickness (the dysentery) prevailed in 1802* ; during 
which year, as will be seen by the following table, 42 persons 
were swept away, principally children. In 1812, the typhus fe- 
ver was generally mortal, being of a very malignant 8pecies,and 
21 died, chiefly in the meridian of life. The annual average of 
deaths for the last forty years, has been about eleven. 
■■ ^- ■ ■ .. . ■ ... — — ' ■ II ■ ■» 

^^Now a Pensioner, 
f Deceftsed. 
^Resigned.* * ' 
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BILL OF MORTALITY FOR 39 YEARS. 

Furnished the compiler by Rev. Josiah Badcock, 
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LOVEWELL'S FIGHT. 

[We have introduced into tlii^ number of the Collections an 
histctrical lAemoir of the engagement of Capt* John Lov^well^ 
of Dtinstable, with the Indians at Pequawkett,* now Fryeburg, 
in Maine, l^is memoir was written and published in 1125 ^ to- 
gether with a: sermon on the occasion, by Rev. Thomas Symmes, 
a i^espectable clergyman^ of Bradford, Mass. The copies of the 
first edition have become settee, and those of the last edition 
printed at Fryeburg are seldiom to be met with. The account 
has ever bieen regarded as an authentick relation of that mem- 
orable event. It was published the same year the engagement 
took place, while all the circumstances were fresh in the recol- 
lection of the^ survivors/ and its truth is attested by two who had 
a con^icuous share inth&action. 

Capt. Lovewell wa&.'bne of the most adventurous and enter- 
prising men of the couittry. Having long lived in one of the 
frontier towns, which was much exposed to the depredations of 
the Indians, he had become inured to danger, and accustomed 
to the mode of savage warfare. There is a traditional account 
pf &is attackijag and killing seven Indians on LovewelPs mouur 
tain in Washington, in this stat^, which must have been some 
time before his attack on the Pequawketts. It is related that 
these Indians' had been making depredations in some place in 
Massaehus^tts, and were pursued by Capt, Lovewell with a 
small party of men, who on crossing a high hill, discovered a 
smoke which they concluded was made by the Indians. Love- 
well's party accordingly proceeded to the place, which was at 
the foAt of what is now caUdd LovewelPs mountain, surround- 
edUhe Indians in ..the night, and killed six of them in their 
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< [* Ancieotlj wriitea Pegwagget, Peckwalket, Pickwocket and 
Pigwacketr] 
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camp ; bat the seventh fled, wboni thej pursaed^ and, with the 
assistance of their dogs^ took and killed. 

In 1724, two men were found to be missing from Dunstable, 
the residence of Capt. Loveweil. A scout of eleven, went in 
quest of ibem, who were &red upon by SO of the enemv, aod 9 
of them were killed. The ocher two made their escape, tbhQi^h 
<me of them was badly wounded. Another party subseqaoatly 
fell into their ambush ; one was killed^ four wounded, .and the 
rest fortunately retreated. 

The General Court of Massa^osetts having oSered lOOL 
earrency for every scalp, several volunteer companies were in- 
duced to go forth in pursuit of the eneiny. Among these com* 
panics was that of the intrepid Lovewell. On their 6rst excur- 
sion to the northward of L::ke Winnipiseogee, th?y discovered 
on the Knh December, an Indian wigwam, in which were a 
man and a boy. They killed end scs!ped the man an3 brought the 
boy alive to Boston, v»bere they received ;he reward promi:icd 
by law and a handsome gratuity besides. 

This success encouraged them, and the company being aug- 
mented from thirty to seventy, they marched a second time. — 
Their provision falling short, thirty of them were dismissed by 
lot and returned. The remaining forty continued tb^ mareb 
till they discovered a track, which they followed tHi..tbey sair 
a smoke just before sunset, by which they judged the enemy 
were encamped for the night. They kept themselves concealed 
till after midnight, when they silently advanced, and diaoovered 
ten Indians asleep, round a fire by the side of a frozen pond. 
Lovewell now determined to make sure work ; and placing his 
men conveniently, ordered them to fire, five at once, as quick a^ 
ter each other as possible, and anottj^er part to reserve th^ fire. 
He gave the signal by firing his own gun, .which killed two, .«£• 
them ; the men firing according to his-dkectij^^, killed five iQore 
on the spot ; the other three stariiog op from their sleep, two 
of them were immediately shot ieaii by the reserve i' the other. 
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though woqndedi attempted to escape by crossing the pond, but 
^was seized by a dog and held fat^t till they killed him. Thus in 
a few minutes th%](vhole company was destroyed, and some at- 
tempt against the frontiers of New-Hampshire prevented ; for 
the»Q Indians were marching from Coiuadn, well furnished with 
new->gun9^ and plenty of ammunition ; they had alio a number 
or*8j^re blai|I<ets^mocka9eens and snow-shoes for the accommo- 
dattMlof the prisoners they expected to take, and were within 
two day's march of the frontiers. The pond where this exploit 
was performed^ is at the YmsA of a branch of Salmon Fall river 
fa the tc^^tMil&hip of Wa!iC field l^and has ever since borne the name 
of Lof^fyvc^ll's pond. Wilhiii our recollection^ this action has 
been spoken of by elderly people with an air of exultation. — The 
comj^^y proceeded to Boston through Dover, which place 
they entered in triumph^ having their ten scalps stretched on hoops 
^n4' elevated oG poles. In Boston, they received the bounty of 
lOOOZ. (rom the pubfick treasury .* 

Capt. Lov^livell now conceived the bold design of attacking 
the villages of Pequawkett on the upper part of the river Saco, 
5vhich had been the residence of a formidable tribe. The Indians 
at this place 'W^ere now under the command of Faugus, a noted 
warrior^ whose name inspired terror on the frontier settlements. 
The ^oco|git of this enterprize is minutely related in the follow* 
^ij^ltn^c^y wbiQh is inserted entire and without any alteration 
of the language.] 



It wa^hbout the 16th of April,1725,that the brave and intrepid 

3 plain John Lovewell began the arduous and perilous under- 
mg, of marching from Dunstable to Pigwacket, with forty-six 
men under his command. 

. They had travelled but a short distance before Toby, an In- 
dian, falling sick, was obliged to return, which he did with great 
Ml.UiM>n.ce«*' » 

Wlie».they had ^^ched as far as Contoocook,t Mr. William 
Cummings, of Dunsttible., became so disabled by a wound that 

■ I '- ^ ■- ■ -■ ■ ■ ■ ■- 

• Belknap'* History of N. H. vol. ii. 
t Boscawen. 
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he had received from the enemj some time before, that the Cap* 
tain dismissed him, together with a kinsman \>£ his to acconi* . 
pany him back. 

They proceeded on to Ossape'e, and at this place Mr. Benja- 
min Kidder, of Nutfield,* falling sick, the Captain made a halt, 
and tarried while they built a small fortification for a place of 
refuge to resort to if there should be occasion. Here he left 
his doctor, a sergeant and seven other men, to take care of Kid- 
der. And they left at this place also, a considerable quantity of 
their proyisions, to lighten the loads of the men and facilitate 
their march ; and which they intended should serTe as a recruit 
on their return* 

With his company now reducedTo* only thirty- four men with- 
himself, Captain Lovewell, not at aU disheartened by his misfor-. • 
tunes, proceeded on his march from his fortification at Ossapee 
for Pequawkett, about forty miles distant from said fort, through 
a rough wilderness. 

The names of those who proceeded on from Ossapee,and whd en- 
gaged Paugus, with his gang of about eighty Indians, are as CpN 
low, (except one who,like a coward, ran from them at the begin- 
ning of the engagement, and sneaked back to the fort, and whose 
name is unworthy of being transmitted to posterity). — These 
are the names of those brave fellows, who boldly and successful- - 
ly contended with more than twice their number, viz : 

Captain John Lovewell, Lieutenant Joseph Farwell, Lieu- 
tenant Jonathan Robbins, Ensign John Harwood, Sergeant No- 
ah Johnson,t Robert Usher, Samuel Whiting, all of X)un8table. 
Ensign Seth Wyman, Corporal Thomas Richardson, Titnpthy 
Richardson, Ichabod Johnson, Josiah Johnson, all <>( JVobutfl. 
Eleazer Davis, Josiah Davis, Josiah Jones,David 'Melv5n, Elen- 
zer Melvin, Jacob Farrar, Joseph Farrar,all of Concord. Chap- 
lain Jonathan Frye, of Andover. Sergeant Jacob Fullam, of- 
Weston. Corp. Edward Lingfield, of Nutfield.* Jcmathan 
Eittredge,! Solomon Keyea of Billerica, John Jeils^ Daniel 
Woods, Thomas Woods, John Chamberlain, Elias Barron, Isaac 
Lakin, Joseph Gilson, all of Groton. Ebenezer Ayer, Abiel 
Asten, of Haverhill. 



— -4. 



♦Londonderry. ' * * *i ♦.-.*•- 

■ [t He was born in Woburn, in March, 1.639; died ^iOPlym- 
outh, N. H., in Aug- 1798, aged 99 yearSj^6 ftidnths,.! 1 days.] 

[f He was grandson of John Kittredge, the fir^t of the name 
!■ New-England, and ancestor to all of the luone, ai|^ .was born 
in Billerica^ 1 1 January, t096.] 
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Prom the Thursday before the battle, the company were ap- 
prehensive they were discovered and dogged by the enemy, and 
on Friday night, the watch heard the Indians about the camp and 
alarmed the company^ but it being very dark, they could make 
no further discovery. 

On Saturday the eigjith of May, while they were at prayers, 
yuf^y early in the raoriuog, they heard a gun ; and some little 
tigie. after th^y espied an Indian on a point, that run into Saco 
Po«d. 

They now concluded that the design of the gun, and the In- 
dian's discovering himself,waa to draw them that way. — They ex- 
pected now to be attacked, and it was proposed and consulted, 
whether it would be prudent to- venture an engagement with the 
eaemy^ (who they perceived were now sufficiently alarmed,) or 
endeavour a speedy retreat. The men generally and boldly 
answcfttd,'^ We came to see the enemy ; we have all along 
praised God we might find them j and we had rather trust Provi- 
den<^ with our ]ives,yea,die for our country , than try to return with- 
qat. seeing ti{em> if we might, and be called cowards for our 
pains.'' 

The" Captain readil} cooiplied to lead them on, though not 
wiitJiout manifesting some apprehensions ; and, supposing the 
enem^y were ahead of them, (when as it proved they were ^ in 
the rear,) ordered the men to lay down their packs, and march 
with the greatest caution ^ and in the utmost readiness. 

When they had marched about a mile and a half, or two miles, 
Ensign Wyman espied an Indian coming towards them, where- 
yipo^ he gave a signal, and they all squatted and let the Indian 
•eoij^ on^' It>a short time, several guns were fired at him ; 
upon which '^he Indian fired upon Capt. Lovewell, with 
beaver-shot, and wounded him mortally, ( as is suposed,) 
though he made but little complaint, and was still able to travel, 
and at the same time wounded Mr. Samuel Whiting — Ensign 
Wyman immediately fired at and killed the Indian, and Mr. Frye 
and another scalped him.=^ 

* Gov. Hutchinson, in hi^ history of Massachusetts, has ranked 
this ladian with the Roman Curtius, who devoted himself to 
death'to sifcve his country. Dr. Belknap, who visited the spot in 
17S4» tltinks there is no foundation for the idea that he was plac- 
ed there aa a decoy ; and that he had no claim to the character 
of a hero. The point'ofi which he stood was a noted fishing 
place ; the gun whkih alarmed Lovewell's company was fired at a 
flock of dttcita ; and when they met him he was retutuing homa 
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They then marched back towards their packs^ (which the en- 
emy had found and seized,) and about ten of the clock, *when 
they came pretty near to where they had laid them, at the north 
east end of Saco Pond, on a plain place, wh»te there were few 
trees and but little brushy the Indians rose up in front and rear, 
in two parties, and ran towards the English, three or four deep, 
with their guns presented. The English also instantly present- 
ed their guns, and rushed on to meet them. 

When they had advanced to within a few yards of each other, 
they fired on both sides, and the Indians fell in considerable 
numbers, but the English, most, if not all of them, escaped the 
first shot, and drove the Indians several rods. Thre©- or four 
rounds were fired on both sides ; but the Indians being more 
than double in number to our men and having alretidy killed 
Captain Lovewell, Mr. Fullam, (only son of Major FuJlam 'of' 
Weston, )Ensign Harwood, John Jefts, Jonathan Kittredge, Dan- 
iel Woods, Ichabod Johnson, Thomas Woods, and Josiah Davis^ 
and wounded Lieutenants Farwell and Robbins and Re&ert, 
Usher, in the place where the fight begon, and striding to sur- 
round the rest, the word was given to retreat te the pond, which 
was done with a great deal of good conduct, and proved a great 
service to the English,(the pond covering' their rearj^'tliough the 
Indians got the ground where the dead of our party lay. 

The fight continued very furious and obstinate, till towards 
night — the Indians roaring and yelling and howling like Wolves, 
barking like dogs, and making all sorts of hideous noises — the 
English frequently shouting and huzzaing^ as they did after the 
first round. At one time Captain Wyman is confident, the In- 
dians were diverting themselves in powowing, by their • strilyng 

■ ■ ' iW . . ..^ ■ 

with hisf game, and two fowling pieces. The village was situated 
lit the edge of the meadow, on Saco river ; which here forms a 
large bend. The remains of the stockades were found by the 
first settlers of Fryeburg forty years afterwards. Walter Bryant, 
of Bow, who was employed as surveyor in a company engaged in 
^he intended expedition against Canada, in 1747, passed over the 
ground where the sanguinary conflict took place. He there **dis- 
covered Indian camps large enough td hold thirty men — saw the 
spot where Lovewell was killed and the trees full of bulletrholcs, 
having also imitations of men's faces cut out up^n them*.'' When 
Dr. Belknap was there, the names of the dead^on the trees, and 
the holes where balls had entered and been cu* out, were plainly 
visible. 'The trees had the appearance of being very old, and 
one of them was fallen. 
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upon the ground, and other odd motions — but Wyman creeping 
Up, and shootiag their chief actor, broke up their meeting. 

Some of the Ii^dians, holding up ropes, asked the Eng* 
lish if they would ^ake quarter ; but were briskly answerd, that 
they would have no quarter but at the muzzles of their guns. 

About the middle of the afternoon, the ingenious Mr. Jona- 
than Frye, (only son of Capt. James Frye of Andover,)a young 
gentle|nan of liberal education, who took his degree at Har- 
vard^oHege,17239 and was chaplain to the company, and great- 
ly beloved by th^m, for his excellent performances and good 
behaviouiiy and who fought with undaunted courage, till that time 
of day, was mortally wounded. But when he could fight no 
Imigef, •''he. prayed audibly several times for the preservation 
«nd e^teoees of the residue of the company. 

^x/ineiitne after sunset, the enemy drew off and left the field 
Hf our men. It was supposed and believed, that not more than 
twentjf of the enemy went off well. About midnight, the Eng- 
lish assembled themselves, and upon examining into their situa^ 
tion, llW fouud Jacob Farrar just expiring by the pond, and 
Lieut^'ant Robbins and Robert Usher unable to Travel. 

Lieut enalit Robbins* desired his companions to charge his 
gun *ind foave it with him, which they did ; he declaring that, 
"As the Indians will come in the morning to scalp me, I will 
kill one more of them if I can.'' 

There were eleven more of the English, who were badly 
Wounded, viz : Lieut. Farwell, Mr. Frye, Sergeant Johnson^ 
Timotl^y Richardson, Josiah Johnson, Samuel Whiting, Eliast 
Barron, John Chamberlain, Isaac Lakin, Eleazer Davis and 
Jostah Jojjes ; but they, however, marched off the ground, with 
th& nine otfeers who received no considerable wounds, viz: Eti* 
sign.Wyman, Edward Lingfield, Thomas Richardson, the two 
Melvins, Ebenezer Ayer, Abiel Asten, Joseph Farrar and Jo- 
seph GiliJou. These all proceeded on their return to the Fort, 
and did not perceive that they were way-laid or pursued by the 
enemy, though they knew our men had no provision, and must 
therefore be very faint.t 

[* Lieut. Robbins was a native of Chelmsford, and was born in 
that piirt of the town which was afterwards annexed to Carlisle.] 

[t At the time tW^'•b?^ttle was fought, there was not a wJiite in- 
habitant within fifty miles of the scene of action. Saco was the 
nearest settlement of white people, and the whole of this novjr 
civilized country was then an extensive wilderness.] 
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Four of the wounded men, viz: Farwell^ Frye, Davis and 
Jones, after they had travelled about a mile and a half, found 
themselves unable to go any further, and with their free consent 
the rest kept on their march, hoping to find a recruit at the fort, 
and to return with fresh hands to relieve them. 

As they proceeded on, thhj divided into three companies one 
morning, as they were passing a thick wood, fi>r fear of making 
a track by which the enemy might follow them. One of the 
companies came upon three Indians, who pursued them sottie 
time ; meanwhile Eiias Barron, one of this, party, strayecTTrom 
the others, and got over Ossapee river, by the side of which his 
gun case was found, and he was not heard of afterwards. 
Eleven, in another party, reached the fort at Ossapee ;'but- 4o 
their great surprize, found it deserted. The coward who, ^e4' 
in the beginning of the battle, ran directly to the fori^ aod^g^ve 
the men posted' there such a frightful account of what had^liajf^' 
pened, that they all fled from the fort^ and made the best of^ 
their way home. 

Solomon Keyes also came to the fort. When he had fought 
in the battle till he had received three wounds, and had become 
so weak by the loss of blood that he could not stand, he crawl- 
ed up to Ensign Wyman in the heat of the battle, ami told-hira 
he was a dead man ; but (said he) if it be possible, I will get 
out of the way of the Indians, that they- may not get my scalp. 
Keyes then crept off by the side of the pond to where he provi- 
dentially found a canoe, when he rolled himself into it, and was 
driven by the wind several miles towards the fort ; he gained 
strength fast and reached the fort as soon as the eleven bmfbre 
mentioned ; and they all arrived at Dunstable on tile 13th of 
May at night. \ [- 

On the 15th of May, Ensign Wyman, and three others, arriv- 
ed at Dunstable. They suffered greatly for want of provisions. 
They informed, that they were wholly destitute of ail. kinds of 
food, from a Saturday morning tiH the Wednesday following ; 
when they caught two mouse-squirrels, which they roasted whole, 
and found to be a sweet morsel. They afterwards killed some 
partriges, and other game, and were comfortably supplied till 
they got home. 

Eleazer Davis arrived at Berwick^ and reported, that.^e and 
the other three who were lefl with him, waited some .days for 
the return of the men from the fort^ and at length, despairing of 
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^heir return, though their wounds were pulrified and stank, and 
ibey were almost dead with famine, yet they all travelled on 
several milee Ac^tjier, till Mr. Frye desired Davis and Farw^U 
not to hinder themselves any longer on his account, for he found 
himself dyiog/lutd he laid himself down, telling them he should 
never rise more, and charged Davis, if it should please God to 
i^'ing him home, to go to his father, and tell him, that he ex* 
pected in a few hours to be in eternity, and that, he was not 
afraid to die. They left him, and this amiable and promis- 
ing young gentleman, who had the journal of the march in his 
pocket, was not heard of again. 

Lieutenant Farwell, who was greatly and no doubt deserved- 
4y applauded and lamented, was also left by t>avia within a few 
iniles of the fort, and was not afterwards heard of. Bat Davis, 
-gettmg to the fort, and finding provision there, tarried and re- 
freshed himself, and recovered strength to travel to Berwick . 

Josiah Jones, another of the four wounded who were left 
the day after the Fight but a short distance from the scene of 
action, traversed Saco river, and af^er a fatiguing ramble, ar- 
rived at Saco, (now Biddeford,) emaciated, and almost dead 
from ihe loss of blood, the putrefaction of his wounds and the 
want of food* He had subsisted upon the spontaneous vegeta- 
bles of the forest, and cramberries, 8cc. which he had eaten, 
oame out at a wound he had received in his body. He was 
kindly treated by the people at Saco,and recovered of his wounds. 

Several of the Indians, particularly Paugus their Chief, were 
well known to Lotewell's men, and frequently conversed with 
-each other during the engagement. In the course of the bat- 
tle, Faugu£f and John Chamberlain discoursed familiarly with 
each other ; their guns had become foul, from frequent firing ; 
4hey washed their guns at the pond, and the latter assured Pau- 
gus that he should kill him ; Paugus also menaced him, and bid 
defiance to his insinuations : when they had prepared their guns, 
they loaded and discharged them, and Paugus fell.* 

•* * There is a traditional account that af^er preparing their guns, 
Paugus said to Chamberlain, "It is you, or I." In loading, the 
bullet of Paugus lodged in about the centre of his gun, which 
obliged him to draw his ramrod. This circumstance gave Cham- 
berlain the advantage. He fired first, and Paugus fell. Cham* 
berlain was a native of Chelmsford, Ms. 

5 
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A son of Paugus, af^er it had become a time of peace, went 
to Dunstable, to revenge bis father's death, with the death of 
Chamberlain. He did not go directly to Chamberlain's but to 
the house of a neighbor, where he tarried several days, upon 
some pretended business, that his design ipigbt'^.ot be discover- 
ed ; his errand was however suspected, aud a hint given to 
Chamberlain — who cut a port-hole above his door, through 
which he very early one morning discovered an Indian behind 
his wood-pile, lying with his gun pointing directly to the door ; 
and it was supposed that the same musket which had conveyed 
the mean of death to the bosom of the great Paugus, also pro- 
ved fatal to his son, as he was not afterwards heard oi^ 

It is also reported of this Chamberlain, (who was a stout and 
a courageous man, and who used to say that he was not to be 
killed by an Indian) that he was onde fired at by an Indiat)-, as 
he was at work in a saw mill, at night ; he was in a stoofring 
position, and did not discover the Indian till he fired, who 
was so near him that he immediately knocked him dowa with a 
crowbar, with which he was setting his log. 

Afler the return of the English from their fight. Col. Tyng, 
with a company,* went to the place of action, where he found 
and buried the following men, viz. Captain John Lovewell, 
Ensign Jonathan Woods, Ensign John Harwood and Robert 
Usher, of Dunstable ; Jacob Fullam, of Weston ; Jacob Far- 
rar, and Josiah Davis, . of Concord ; Thomas /Woods, Daniel 
Woods, and John Jefts, of Groton ; Ichabod Johnson, of Wo- 
burn ; Jonathan Kittredge, of Billerica. 

Lieutenant Josiah Farwell, of Dunstable,Mr« Jonathan Frye 
the Chaplain, belonging to Andover, and Elias Barron, of 6ro- 

* In Lieut. Gov. Wentworth's Message to the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the province of N. H., May 17, 1725, there is the 
following passage relative to Capt. LovewelPs defeat. *' I receiv- 
ed an express firom Lt. Governor Dummer, giving an account that 
Capt. Lovewell had met with a party of Indians ^t, or near Pig- 
wacket, which broke Capt. Loveweli's company in pieces. 1 
have sent fifly-two men, under command of Capt. John Chesley^ 
to make the best of his way toOssapy and Pigwacket, and thence 
make dilligent search for Capt. Lovewell's fort, &c., and to re- 
lieve any wounded men they may meet with in their way thither 
or elsewhere." The House, in their answer, May 22> say, "As 
for the misfortune of Capt. Lovewell and his men, we desire to b» 
humble before God for so great a frown of his Providence, and 
thank your honour for sending a company for the relief of any 
that may yet be alive." 
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ton^ were wounded, and died by the way in attempting to return 
home. 

Col. Tyng found where the Indians had buried three of their 
men, which were dug up, and one of them was known to be the 
bold Paugus, who had been a great scourge to Dunstable. 

Ensign Wyrnan-was rewarded with a Captain's commission 
after hisxeturn ; and every man was crowned with the grateful 
thanks dPtheir countrymen, for this heavy blow given to a plun- 
dering savage foe, the common enemy of their country. 

S. Wyman, E. Ayer, and A. Asten,* attested to the genefal 
truths of this history. 



fty* The following stanzas are from the pen of Thomas C 
Upkfim^ a New-Hampshire poet. They wtre written on visitiDg 
the scene of Lovewell's fate, and are worthy the fine taste and 
genius of the author. 

Ah ! where are the soldiers that fought here of yore 1 
The sod is upon them, they'll struggle no more, 
The haJLchet is fallen, the red man is low ; 
But near him reposes the arm of his foe. 

The bugle is silent, the war-whoop is dead ; 
There's a murmur of waters and woods in their stead ; ^ 
And the raven and owl chant a symphony drear, 
From the dark-waving pines o'er the combatant's bier. 

The light of the sun has just |iunk in the wave, 
And a long time ago sat the sun of the brave. 
The waters complain, as they roll o'er the stones, 
And the rank grass encircles a few scattered bones. 

The names of the fallen the traveller leaves 

Cut out with his knife in the bark of the trees, 

But little ^ail his affectionate arts. 

For the names of the fallen are graved in our hearts. 

The voice of the hunter is loud on the breeze. 
There's a dashing of waters, a rustling of trees, 
Bat the jangling of armour hath all past away, 
No gushing of life-blood is here seen to-day. 



* AbielAsten, here mentioned, was living in 1790, at Salem, 
a town adjoining the southern boundary, at the advanced age of 
86.— Be/kap's Hisi. N. H. Vol. HI. 
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The eye that was sparkling, no longer is bright. 
The arm of the mighty, death conquered its might. 
The bosoms that once for their country beat high, 
To those bosoms the sods of the valley are nigh. 

S1eep,,soldier8 of merit, sleep, gallant of yore, 
The hatchet is fallen, the struggle is o'er. 
While the fir-tree is green and the wind rolls a wav^ 
The tear-drop shall brighten the turf of the brave. 
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[It 18 the intention of the compilers of these collections to de^ 
vote a considierable part of them to Biographical Memoirs an<t 
Notices of eminent and remarkable persons in New-Hampshire^ 
who have had any connection with its settlement or history. It 
seems to be the duty of the present generation, to record the 
most important events in the lives of those great and good men, 
who were ornaments of the age in which they lived. "We na- 
turally wish to know the peculiar talents, the extraordinary ef- 
forts and the combination of circumstances, which raised them 
to usefulness and distinction. Their excellencies are not only 
a pattern, but they serve as a stimulus for others to call forth the 
energies of their minds, and aspire at distinguished usefulness 
in the world . The history of one illustrious character may 
produce a happy influence upon many, who are now on the stage 
of life, and confer a benefit on future generations." 

We shall feel a pleasure in giving accurate memoir^ o£ those 
who have been honored as Chief Magistrates ; of Counsellors 
and Legislators ; of those who assisted in forming our civil and 
religious establishments ; of those who took an active part in the 
cause of freedom during the revolutionary strugg.le; and shall be. 
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happy to receive such details as will perpetuate the fame of those 
who were honored in their generations; and were the glory of 
their times. — In this number we give a Biographical Memoir o£ 
the Rev. Dr. BelKxVaf, to whom the inhabitants of this state 
are greatly indebted for the 6gure it makes in American his- 
tory.] 



I BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR 

*. OF 

^ ' Rev. JEREMY BELKNAP, D. D. 

i Member of the American PhUoBophical Society^ of Uu American 

\ Academy' of aris and Sciences, and of (he Massachusetts Hutoricat 

/j Society. 

Jeremy Belknap, D. D. the historian of New-Hampshire, 
and the biographer of several distinguished worthies of New- 
England, was born in Boston, June 4, 1744. He received the 
rudiments of his education at the grammar school, under the 
cure of the celebrated Mr. Loveli, who has been styled the 
Busby of New-England. He entered Harvard College at the 
age of fourteen. 

He discovered, at this early period, such marks of genius 
and taste, such talents for composition, und such a flow of senti- 
ment ia conversation, as to engage the esteem of the students, 
and arrest the attention of the instructors. In college, he made 
considerable progress in classical literature and was master of 
a great variety of knowledge before he took his first degree, 
which was at the commencement of 1762. On receiving his 
degree, he applied his mind to the various branches of science ; 
but feeling serious impressions of divine truth, he turned his 
thoughts to theology. The whole bent of his soul was to the 
work of the ministry ; and to this he, in the most solemn man- 
ner, devoted himself. In 1763, he published a pathetic elegy, 
upon the death of Rev. Alexander Gumming, colleague to 
the Rev. Dr. Sewall of the Old South church, which discover- 
ed how much he was influenced by devotional sentiments. 

Some part of his time he employed in instructing youth ; and 
amidst other pursuits^ he wrote several fugitive pieces, which 
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were not known to be his, but were read with pleasure as ef- 
fusion of a fertile fancy, or the labours of a student, who 'had 
more than common parts and learning. 

He no sooner became a preacher, than his praise was in all 
the churches. His sermons were excellent ; and his grave 
manner, just emphasis, and distinct articulation, were more strik- 
ing to well informed hearers, than those graces of elocution, 
which render some preachers popular, or which make the fanat- 
ical multitude admire. He was soon invited to take the charge 
of the ehurch at Dover in this State, where he was ordained 
February 18, 1767, as a colleague with Rev. Jonathan Gushing, 
who, on account of his age, was unable to discharge all his pa- 
rochial duties. — In 1769, he was chosen Clerk of the Conven- 
tion of Ministers of this then province, and continued to dis-> 
charge the duties of this office till 1774, after which it. appears 
the meetings of the convention were suspended till the year 
1785. Dr. Belknap passed twenty years of his life in this state, 
in the enjoyment of the esteem and affection of his flock ; in 
habits of intimacy with ministers & other gentlemen of tbe.neigh- 
boring places, all of whom regretted his departure from the 
State. He received marks of attention and respect from the 
first characters of the community^ who persuaded and encourag- 
ed him to compile a history, which does much honor to our coun- 
try, and which has given the author a name and distinction a- 
mong the first literary characters of the age. The first volume 
of his history, comprehending the events of one complete cen- 
tury from the discovery of the river Piscataqua, was published 
at Philadelphia in 1784. The second volume followed in 1791, 
and the third in 1792, after the lapse of twenty years from the 
commencement of the undertaking. During this time, the work 
struggled with many embarrassments, and was, more than once, 
thrown by as impracticable. But the favourable reception it 
met with from the public, and the continual importunity of friends, 
prevailed on the author to complete it. 

On the I7th of February,1791, the legislature of New-Hamp- 
shire ^' voted, that the Rev. Jeremy Belknap have, and receive 
out of the treasury of this state, fifly pounds as an encourage- 
ment for hts laudable undertaking of compiling and perfecting 
the history of this State." Gov. Plume r was then a member 
of the House, and with several others advocated a larger sum, 
but that was the most they could obtain. The people of that 
day, perhaps, did not justly estimate the value of his productions, 
and could not know the labour and expense they imposed upon 
him. 
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The other puhlications, which appear with the name of Dr. 
Belknap, while he resided in this State, are, a sermon upon 
military duty, preached at Dover, and dedicated to Sir' John 
Wentworth, then governor of the province ; a sermon preached 
before an association of ministers, and the election sermon, at 
Portsmouth, in June, 1785. 

He wrote other pamphlets and several political speculations in 
the New-Hampshkre Gazette, upon the controversy between 
Great Britain and the Colonies. He also wrote in the Bostoii 
newspapers, against the African slavery. An ingenious young 
man belonging to that place, at the desire of a West India mer- 
chant, had written in favor of the African trade, using all argu- 
ments which can be gathered for the lawfulness of slavery, from 
the scriptures and the practice of nations. He took the signa- 
ture of John Marshatn, and seemed to court the controversy, as 
one able to maintain his ground and confute his opponents. 
Tke^e essays being published in the newspaper8,were answered 
through the same channel, by several able and ingeniou:§ hands. 
Among the best pieces were those which proceeded from the 
pen of Dr. Belknap. When the Columbian Magazine was 
published at Philadelphia, he was solicited to become a writer ; 
and in that work may be seen the first sketches of the Ameri- 
can Biography. 

In the year 1787, Dr. Belknap removed to Boston. The 
Presbyterian church in Federal street, becoming vacant by the 
removal of Rev. Robert Annan, and having changed its estab- 
lishment from the Presbyterian to the Congregational form, soon 
invited him to become its pastor. He was accordingly installed 
April 4, 1787. Nothing could have been more agreeable to the 
ministers and people of the other churches, and to all who re- 
garded the interests of the university at Cambridge, with which 
he became officially connected ; being fully confident that he 
would be a great instrument in promoting the cause of religion 
and learning. As an overseer of the college, he was attentive to 
the concerns of the institution; taking an interest in every thing 
that respected its welfare. During the eleven years of his min- 
istry in Boston, the religious society with which he was connected 
grew and flourished. The attachment was strong and mutual. 
While they admired his diligence and fidelity, he received from 
them every testimony of respect, which marks the character of a 
kind and obliging people. He was affable and kind to all class- 
es of people. He gave advice with cheerfulness,and with an at- 
tention to the concerns of his acquaintance, which invited their 
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confiklence. He was particularly careful in giving religious in^ 
struction to young children, that their feet might be early guid- 
ed in the way of life. In the afternoon preceding his death, he 
was engaged in catechising the youth of his society. 

Dr. Belknap in his preaching did not aim at splendid diction, 
but presented his thoughts in plain and perspicuous language, 
thai all might understand him. While he lived in Boston, he 
avoided controversial subjects, dwelling chiefly upon the prac- 
tical views of the gospel. His sermons were filled with a rich 
variety of observations on human lif6 and manners. 

The friends of Dr. Belknap Were numerous. He became a 
member of many literary and benevolent societies ; and he was 
active in promoting the good of every association to which be 
belonged. Wherever he could be of service, he freely devoted 
his time and talents. 

Of the Historical Society of M^assachudefts he was not only 
a diligent and laborious member, but may be considered as* the 
founder. While he was in New-Hampshire, he collected a 
great number of facts, dates and circumstances, and most valu- 
able compilation of manuscripts, which might give information 
and entertainment to persons who desire to know the history of 
their own country. The letters which passed between the ad- 
miral and general at Louisbourg had been copied in a fair hand, 
to serve for a document of historick information. Col. Spar- 
liawk, who married the daughter of Sir William Pepperell, not 
only obliged Dr. Belknap with the perusal of them, when he 
was writing the history of New-Hampshrre, but expressed a de- 
sire that he would deposite them in some cabinet, where they 
might be read by others, and be useful in future. This idea led 
Dr. Belknap to devise a pl^n for multiplying copies of this and 
other manuscripts, as the only way to preserve them from fire 
or any accidents. He was the more impressed with the pro- 
priety of this, as he was witness to the destruction of Mr. 
Prince's valuable collection, which had been deposited in the 
steeple of the Old South meeting house. When he came to 
Boston, he suggested tbis to several of his acquaintance. In 
this town he met with a friend, Mr. Thomas Walcut, a respect- 
ed citizen, who had conceived the same idea of multiplying 
copies of old books, which be himself had of manuscripts, and 
who had made a great collection to keep them for the service 
of future generations. Dr. Belknap oflen mentioned to the 
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late Rev. Dr. Eliot that what Mr. ^Walcut suggested, of pre- 
serving books, and his own desire to preserve the letters of Sir 
Wilh'am Pepperell, were the foundation of the Historical Socie- 
ty: an institution at first supported by the labors of a few, not 
sufficiently favored by the publick; but now claiming a very 
considerable reputation among the literary institutions of Amer- 
ica. 

As an author, Dr. Belknap appears with great reputation. 
No one has been more justly celebrated on this side the At- 
Ian tick. The History of New- Hampshire is full of good infor- 
mation, well arranged, and written in a very handsome style. 
The Foresters, a work which mingles wit and humor with a 
representation of the manners of the American people, he wrote 
in his leisure hours. It has passed through a second edition. 
The AmeAcan JBiography is a monument of his talents, his in- 
dustry, and his knowledge. He lived to publish one volume, 
and to prepare another, which has been printed since his death; 
and it has been well observed, that this event put a stop to the 
progress of a useful and interesting work, for which the publick 
voice pronounced him peculiarly qualified, and which the world 
of letters hoped he might extend through the successive periods 
of his country's history. 

Dr. Belknap was a decided advocate of our republican form 
of government, and ever was a warm friend of the constitution 
of the United States, which he considered the bulwark of our 
national security and happiness. He was earnest in his wishes 
and prayers for the government of his country, and in critical 
periods took an open and unequivocal, and, so far as profession- 
al and private duties allowed, an active part. 

For several years before he died, Dr. Belknap was subject to 
paralytick complaints, which he considered as indications of a 
speedy dissolution. He died suddenly with a return of this dis- 
order, June 20, 1798, at the^ age of 54 years. The following 
lines, found among his papers after his decease, express his 
choice in regard to the manner of his death, and it seems the 
event corresponded with his wishes. 

When faith and patience.'hope^and love, 
Have made us meet for heav*n above ; 
How blest the privilege to rise, 
Snatch'd in a moment to the skies ! 
Unconscious to resign our breath, 

6 
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Nor taste the bitterness of death — 
Sach be my lot, Lord, if thou please, 
To die in silence and at ease ; 
When thou dost know that I'm prepar'd, 
O seize me quick to my reward. 
But if thy wisdom sees it best, 
To turn thine ear from this request ; 
If sickness be the appointed way. 
To waste this frame of human clay ; 
If, worn with grief, and rack*d with paiur 
This earth must turn to earth again ; 
Then let thine angels round me stand ; 
Support me by thy powerful hand ; 
Let not my faith or patience move. 
Nor aught abate my hope and love ; 
But brighter may my graces shine, 
Till they're absorbed in light divine. 
February 9, 1794. 

The publications of Dr. Belknap, afler he was settled in Bofl« 
ton, were, a Sermon at the Installation of Rev. Jedidiah Morse 
at Charlestown, April 30, 1789 ; a discourse delivered at the 
request of the Historical Society, October, 1792, being the 
completion of the third century from Columbus' discovery of 
America ; Dissertations on the character and resurrection of 
Christ, one volume 12 mo.; Collection of Psalms and HymnSi 
one volume 12 mo.; Convention Sermon in 1796; a Sermon on 
the day of the National Fast, May 9, 1798; Two volumes of the 
History of New-Hampshire, pp. 493, 354; American Biography, 
first volume in 1794, the second in 1798; the Foresters, an A- 
merican Tale, being a sequel to the history of John Bull the 
clothier, one volume 12 mo. He published also several essays 
upon the African trade; upon civil and religious liberty; upon 
the state and settlement of this country, in periodical papers; 
in the Columbian Magazine, printed at Philadelphia; in the Bos- 
ton Magazine 1784; in the Historical Collections, (of which 
he was one of the committee of publication for the three first 
volumes) and in newspapers. Two of his sermons on the in- 
stitution and observation of the sabbath were published in 1801. 

Authorities for the preceding sketch. — Rev. Dr. Elwt^s Bio- 
graphical Dictionaryy 58— 63> Ret. Dr. Aikn^s do. 66 — 67; 
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^lolUetiona of Maasciehuietta HuUnical Soeietyj voL vir. x — xriir; 
iZeea' Cyclapadia^ Philadelphia edition; Rev, Dr. MUler^B Relra* 
tpectj ii. 142; PolyanihoSj first neries, i. 1 — 13; MS. Recordi of 
Ike Ecclesiaitical Convention of New-Hampahire, 



ORIGINAL LETTERS. 

[The followiog letters are transcribed from the Records of the 
Ecclesiastical Convention of Nev-Haropshire in the hand writ- 
ing of the Rev. Dr. Belknap. The first, which is supposed te 
have been written by him, was addressed by the Convention of 
Ministers in this then province to the Rev. Samuel Langdon^ 
D.D., upon his being chosen to the Presidency of Harvard Col- 
lege.] 

** Rev. and dear Sir, 

The Corporation and overseers of Harvard College, having 
given a fresh proof of their concern for the interests of religion 
and Literature among the students of that important Seminary, in 
electing you to the office of President, and you having accepted 
the same, wo take this oportunity of our annual Convention to 
testify our esteem for you, by presenting you our cordial con- 
gratulation on the occasion. 

From the long and intimate connection which has subsisted 
between us, we think we have reason to expect that your appoint- 
ment to this honorable station will be an extensive blessing to 
the country. The prospect of this is sufficient to overbalance 
that regret which we feel At your removal from our neighbor- 
hood. 

We trust our friendship is of such a nature as not to . be in- 
jured by any temporary separation, and while we offisr up our 
fervent prayers that the Father of Lights would bless you with 
a continued supply of that Wisdom which is his gifl, and ena- 
ble you to discharge the duties of your important Station with 
fidelity and success, we shall still expect a remembrance in your 
addresses to the Throne of Grace ; and when we shall be call- 
ed respectively to give up the account of our Stewardships, we 
hope through the mediation of our common Lord to meet and 
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dwell together in the most perfect union and felicity in a better 
World. 

Signed in the name of the Convention, 

DANIEL ROGERS, Moderator. 
Portamoulh, Sept. 22, 1774." 



Rev, Dr. Langdon^s Answer, 

^ To my Rev. and much esteemed Brethren of the Convention 

now held at Portsmouth. 

Rev, and dear brethren, 

Your cordial Congratulation on occasion of my election to 
the office of President of Harvard College and my acceptance 
of the same, confirms the assurance I have ever had of your 
fraternal Love. 

I feel great reluctance not only at parting with the dear peo- 
ple of my charge, but taking my leave of the Churches in the 
Neighborhood, and of you my fellow Labourers in tb« work of 
the Gospel Ministry, with whom my heart is most sensibly unit- 
ed in affection. Nothing could induce me to quit my present 
station and accept so important a Charge, under a deep sense 
of many imperfections, but a persuasion that the Call is from 
God, and that notwithstanding all my Weakness I may serve 
the Interests of Christ's, kingdom and good Literature, in this 
day of Trouble, in some proportion to the exigencies of the 
times. 

I trust my deep rooted affection to you will always continue, 
and that you, and the Churches under your Care, will always 
have a remembrance in my addresses to the Throne of Grace, 
as I shall esteem it my hapiness to be interested in your petitions, 
that I may be blessed with a continual supply of that Wisdom 
which is from above, and be enabled to discharge the duties of 
the important Station, to which I am called, with fidelity and 
success. 

God grant we may all giye an a<}count of our respective Stew- 
ardships with Joy, and meet and be forever united in felicity in 
a better world, through our dear glorified Redeemer, whose ser- 
vants we are and in whom we rejoice forever. 
Your most affectionate Brother. 

SAMUEL LANGDON. 
Port«mouth, Sept. 22, 1774." 
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SEAL OF QUEEN ANNE. 

Copy of a tetter from Queen Anne to Governor Dudley. 

''ANNE R. 

''To Our Trusty and Well beloved Joseph Dudley, Esq. our 
Captain Greneral and Commander in Chief of our province of 
New-Hampshire, in New-England in America, and to our Lieu- 
tenant Governor and Commander in Chief of Our said prov- 
ince for the time being — Greeting. With this you will receive 
a Seal prepared by Our order for the use of our Government of 
New-Hampshire, which Seal is engraven with our Arms, 
Garter, Supporter, Motto and Crown, with this Inscripiton round 
the same, SIG. PROVINCLE NOSTRA NOViE HAMP- 
TONIiE IN AMERIC : And Our Will and pleasure is, and we 
do hereby authorize you, and our Lieutenant Governor or Com- 
mander in Chief of our said Province of New-Hampshire for 
the time being, to affix the said Seal to all Patents and Grants of 
Lands, and to all pablick Acts and Instruments of Government, 
which shall be made and passed in Our name within our said 
Province, and that it be to all intents and purposes of the same 
force and validity as any former Seal appointed for the publick 
use of the Government in Our said Province hath heretofore 
been, which former Seals are not to be farther made use of, or 
affixed to any publick Acts or Instruments whatsoever, but to 
be defaced and broken. 

Given atOurCourt atSt. Jame's the Third day of May, 1705, 
in the fourth year of Our Reign. 

By her Majesty's Command, 

C. HEDGES/' 

SUPERSCRIBED, 

" To Our Trusty and Well beloved Joseph Dudley^ flsq. Our 
Captain General and Commander in Chief of Our Province of 
NeW'Hampshirey in New-England in America. Or to the Com- 
mander in Chief of our said province for the time being. 

new-hampsh:' 



ASTRONOMY. 

To the President and Members of the American Academy of 

Arts and sciences, and other Scientifick Gentlemen in 

the United States of America, the following Paper 

is respectfully addressed by Dudley Leavitt, of 

Meredith. 

A New and akovt Method of calculating the times of the Fimt 

and Last Q^arters of the Moon. 

In the edition of 1811, of Dr. Enfield's Natural Philosophy, 
p. 378, the author or editor asserts* that Ferg uson's tables prin- 
ted in that Work, are so accurate for calculating the ti mes of 
New and Full Moon, as to be "rarely aboT& one or two 
fninutes wide of the truth." These tables, after correcting 
them for the difference of the gravity of the Moon towards the 
earth and Sun, at the times of new and full moon, and applying 
the equation of reduction, I have found to be sufficiently correct 
for most uses for which they were designed, except in calcuf 
lading eclipses, when I have found it necessary to use different 
rulps and tables. — Most American calculators have supposed 
that Ferguson's tables wore intended to find the timea of the 
Moon's Quarters, as well as the New and Full Moon, without 
any o^her equi^tion. This was a great mistake. To find the 
times of the Moon's Quarters, another equation is necessary 
depending on the different distances of the Sun from the Moon'a 
apogee, and the different tendency of the Moon towards the 
earth, at the times of the syzygies and the quadratures. Sup- 
pose the Sun and Moon to be in conjunction when the Moon 
\B in its apogee and consequently her orbit most eocentrick^ 
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and tendency towards the Sun the greatest. Then at the next 
First Quarter, the Sun will have moved about 7 1-2® from the 
Moon's apogee, and the Moon 00*" from the Sun ; for which 
reasons the figure of the Moon's orbit is less elliptical, its ten- 
dency towards the earth greater, and velocity slower, than at 
the conjunction, so far as it depends on the action of the Sun • 
so that both these causes acting together, make considerable 
difference as to the Moon's place. On those principles I have 
constructed the following table, and explained its use, that all 
who choose, may make full trial of it to their own satisfaction. 
It is hoped that the want of such a table* will be an apology 
for publishing it ; especially, as to the author's knowledge, there 
has not been, except his, any table of the kind constructed ei* 
ther in America or Europe. 

METHOD OF USING THE TABLE. 

Fir$U Find the first and second equation from the mean to 
the true time of the Moon's Quarters, in the same manner, by 
Fergusons' tables, as the New and Full Moon. Then, 

Secondly. If the time of the First Quarter is required, sub« 
tract three signs from tfie Moon's equated anomaly, but if the 
Last Quarter, add three signs, and the Sun's distance from the 
Moon's apogee will be found ; wiiich, if the Moon's anomaly is 
less than six signs, must be found at the top of the table, but 
if more than six signs, at the bottom, and the equation taken out 
accordingly, which applied according to the sign, to the time 
twice equated, will give the mean time of orbit quadrature very 
near the truth, to which apply the equation of time and the ap^ 
parent time will be found. 



*By all who study practical Astronomy. 
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THE TABLE. 



Third Equation from the Mean to the true time of the Moon's 
First and Last Quarter. 

Argument, Sun's Distance from the Moon's Apogee. 



+ o\+ 



Deg.— 



I|+ 2|+ 3|+ 4|+ 6| 



Deg-H- 61+ 7|+ 8|+ 9|+ 10|+ ll|Deg. 




33 
32 
32 
31 






30 




24 




19 




15 




10 




4 





58 








52 
48 
38 



19 
25 
29 
34 
39 



45 
49 
54 



3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
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30 
24 
17 

7 



1 


59 


2 


5 


2 


12 




17 


2 


22 


2 


27 


2 


32 



4 

4 
4 
4 



49 


5 


52 


5 


55 


5 


58 


5 


1 


5 


6 


5 



9 

1! 

14 



4 
4 
4 
4 



5 
5 



11 
13 
13 
15 
16 

18 
19 
19 
20 

22 



17 

20j5 

23'5 



26 
31 



5 
5 



23 
24 
27 
30 
32 



14 
l3 
12 

n 

10 



9 
8 
7 
6 
6 



4 
3 

2 
1 




iTP^ iop: 9l— 8|— 7|— 6|Deg. 






5|- 



4 — 



— ■ 2 — 



1 — 
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EXPLANATORY EXAMPLE. 

iRequired the time of the Moon's First Quarter at Boston, in 

March, 1821? 



Mean New Moon in March. 


O'sM. Anom. 


<r 'sM. 


Anom. 


D. H. M.S. ^ 
At Greenwich, 3 - 1§ - 25 S - 1 - 41 
Diff. Merid. —0 - 4 - 44 - - 00 


s. • 

5 . 4 - 
. - 


25 
00 


At Boston 3 - 5 - 41 8 - 1 . 41 
i Lunation -h? - 9-110-7-16 


5 - 4 - 
3 - 6- 


25 
27 


M'n ti. a '« Ist qr. 10 - 14 - 52 
lit equation - 4-3-66 


8 -' 8 - 67 
arg. 1st. equat. 


8 - 10 - 
+1 - 


52 

26 equat. 


2d equation • — 9-8 
3d equation • — 4-54 


8 - 12 - 

3- 0- 


29 arg. 9d ; 
[equat 



Mean time nearly 10 • 4 * 46 
O alower th^n clock - — 11 



5 - 12 - 21 arg. 3d 

[equat. 

H qrs. Boston 10 • 4 - 35 apparent time of orbit quadrature, t# 

which if the reduction be applied,the ecliptick time will be found; 
but, as the equation of reduction is sometimes nolhing, 4ind fro? 
quently very small, which is the case with a few other equations, 
if these are neglected in this method of calculating, the true 
time will be obtained very frequently, with exactness, and always 
within a few minutes,for which reason I have omitted them here^ 
but shall efndeavor to treat of the. equation of reduction, in an< 
other ' paper, either by this or some other mode of publipationu 
In the above calculation, in adding the numbers, the signs are 
noted as in Algebra. In finding the 3d argument, I subtracted 3 
signs from the Moon's equated anomaly, beoause at ihempon'a 
first quarter the Sun's distance from the moon's apogee i^ 3 
signs less than the moon's distance. At the last quarter the re- 
verse is the ease. The dd argument in this example, is fburid 
from the moon's anomaly greater than 6 signs, viz. bs. 12^ 2l'| 
therefore the signs of the S6 argument must be found at the 
bottom of the table, and the degrees at the right handi If tlMj 
moon's anomaly had been less than 6 signs, the signs of the. 34 
argument must have been found at the top of the table. 
^ Note. I have neglected fractions of a minute, as unmecesiai^ 
ly in this method. (CPThe times of all the New Moons ki 
March, in Ferguson's Astronomy and Enfield's Philosophy, are 
six minutes too fast. By the help of the above table the ttmei^ 
of the Mood's Quarters may be feqnd aa aeear^ie\J as the Nwi 
and Full Moon by Ferguson's tables printed in Dr. Enfield's 
Philosophy. 
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ttl THE SHAKERS. 

SOME Accotmr op the shakers at 

CANTERBURy* 

In the louth-easterljr part of the town of Canterbury, in fteW" 
Hampshire, on an elevated and beautiful site, is the village of 
the '^Shakers" — a sect of Christians first known in this country 
in 1774, when jhin Ijtt^ the founder of the sect, with several 
others, arrived at New- York from Liverpool. The church at 
Canterbury was gathered in the year 1792, under the ministra- 
tioi of Elder Joh Sishcpy who is still their first minister; nU 
though the society first embraced their religious faith about ten 
years previous to that time. At present it consists of more than 
two hundred members. They have a meeting-hoose open at all 
times of public worship, where any discreet and civil spectator 
k freely allowed to attend. They have a Deacon's ofilce,wkere 
M their public business is transacted, and where strangers are at 
first received on their visits to the society. They have also nine 
dlwelling houses, of two and three stories, and several work* 
shops both for men and women. Their mills and Various kinds 
of mabhinery are moved by water on an artificial stream. - 

They manufacture many articles for sale, which are remarka- 
bto for neatnesa and durability. Their gardens are perhaps the 
inost productive of any in the country; and indeed all their im* 
pvdved lands exhibit the pleasing efiecta of industry and rural 
economy. They have for years supplied this section of the 
■U^o with garden seeds, and take much pains to propagate those 
iff the best kind. They occupy more than 1500 acres of land» 
^Bg principally in a body, which they have 'consecrated to the 
Ii6rd/ and wlnth they enjoy in eonmion. They cheerfully pay 
tneir proportion of the public taxes, and share all the burthent 
of government, except the bearing of arroa, which they deem to 
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b«- unlawful; and in retain tkej claim firon gorennneiit ^nlj 
Ihal protection and support guaranteed to other citizens. The 
income of their manufactures, together with their agricultural 
products, yields their temporal support; and what they become 
possesed of more than is necessary to their wants, they devote 
to charitaUie purposes, agreeably to their church covenant. 

Fifty^-four persons, old and young, have departed this life in 
the society since it was first organized — a period of forty years. 
This number is small, in comparison with the mortality of otbar 
parts of the state; and furnishes strong proof how mudi tem- 
iparate habits tend to prolong life. 

The peculiar tenets of this remarkable sect have been subjects 
of so much curiosity and misrepresentation, that we take pleas- 
ure in giving the following brief statement, furnished by two 
respected individuals of the society at Canterbury, together with 
their remarks upon the errors of Allen and Merbill. 

**We, the members of a religious community ia Canterbury, 
commonly styled Shakers^ first embraced our present religious 
faith, and formed a society in this town, in the year 1782. The 
appellation ^^Shakers" was first applied to our predecessors by 
their opponents, in consequence of their remarkable operations 
of $haJdngf under deep and irresistible conviction. Similar op« 
orations, under the same influence, have been more or less man- 
ifest among us to the present day : and by this divine ageni^y 
we are taught and induced to lead a life contrary to our fallen 
propensities, after the example of him who said, ^^F\}llow mc !^ 
Hence in conformity to this inward test and light of conscience, 
we appeal to the life and doctrine of Jesus Christ and his true 
witnesses, and to no other precedent, for the propriety of both 
our faith and practice. It is under these impressions that we 
separate ourselves from the rudiments and friendship of this 
world, and live a life of celibacy or virgin purity : firstly, be- 
cause we consider it expressly taught both by the precepts and 
example of Jesus Christ and his apostles ; and secondly, be- 
cause the light and conviction of our own consciences also 



(each the same. (See Luke xx. 34,35 ; 1. Cor. vii. 1.) Fot 
4he sanae reasons we abstain from the porittcal affairs 'Of 'the 
world — decline to take oaths, bear arms, or accept posts of 
worldly honor, trust or profit — refusing even to give our suffra- 
ges for or against candidates to be elected for civil i^r milttary 
trust. (See Matt. v. 34 ; John xviii. 36 ; James i. S?.) — By 
this shall all men knovf iliai ye are my disciples^ if ye have love 
one to another. 

^n^he temporal interest of oiur aojciett|r for thirty years past 
has been united in one joint^ compact, by the mutual consent 
and free choice of the members, who hold equal rights and priv* 
ilef^es ifl all things pertaining to the sante, without any difference 
or reserve being made on account of what principal, or 
value, any one has brought in, and thus consecrated ; but pos* 
sessing all things in common, according to the exampfe of til* 
apostolic church at Jerusalem. (See Acts iy. 32, 34.) 

''Deacons, or trustees, have also been appointed by the churchy 
whose official duty it is, not only to provide for, and make dis* 
tribution among the members, according as every one hath need, 
iMIt also to make all just and lawful defejacc, lto>8ecure and. proteei 
the said joint interest against unjust claims or encroachments 
from without. (See Acts vi. 3.) 

' "Thus having hadncarly forty years experience in this faith of 
Mr-denial, (and above thirty in a joint capacity.) we are con* 
'licfous it is that which works by love an(i purifies the heart 5 
being replete with that foil salvation frOm all sin, whieh out 
weary and heavy hiden souls had long sought in vain dmong Aom- 
riidl professors : — ^It is that yoke of Christ which i4 easy — thut 
burthen which is light — that cross by which the enmity is slain 
and reconciliation restored; in a yivoTdyii is thht gospel which is tht 
•jpbtwji' of Cbd to salvation. Therefore, as this gospel yields com^ 
plete justification^ solixl peace and rest to the souls who obey it, 
we have no disposition to renounce our present pursuits^ to tarn 
irgiiin to ourformer beggarly eTements.'^ 

"A brief account of our religious tenets halving recently ap- 
peared.in Eliphalet and Phinehas Merriirs- Gazetteer of this 
.6t|ite) said to have been furnished for that work by the bead of 
, our family, the person alluded to denies that he or any other pe'r- 
aon belonging to the society within his knowledge, ever furj;ush- 
f d the author 01:^ any of the compilers of that worJc with ih^ ac- 
count as therein exhibited. That we furnished a sketch of our 
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sentiments to be inserted in that Gazetteer^ at the amhor'a spe- 
cial request, we readilj grant ; but we also assert, that the same 
was afterwards, by somebody, shamefully altered and misrepre- 
sented, the meaning in some instances wholly perverted, and 
handed out to the public in that garb under the pretext of its 
having been furnished by the society. 

''This we deem (if designedly done,) not only an insult on 
our character, but also an imposition on the public ; which, how- 
ever, we do not impute to any wilful design in the author, as we 
understand the materials for that publication, in consequence of 
incidental circumstances, fell into other hands before the com- 
pletion of the work. 

''Another very erroneous description of our sect and tenets 
(though of some years standing,) wc have lately seen exhibited 
ia William Allen's Ametican Biographical and Historical Diction'^ 
avy^ under the head of Amia JLeesc^ which we utterly disavow ; 
it being derived from statements originating in malice and ca- 
lumny. This account is not only erroneous throughout, but it 
also contains numerous aspersions wholly destitute of truth ; 
and such has generally been the information respecting our 
principles of faith, imposed on the ignorant, and strangers a- 
i>road ; while the candid, who are personally acquainted with us, 
have informed themselves better. 

"J^lrrtl. The founder ef our sect was not a person of the name 
aod much less of the characUr ihexe given ; not that we deny that 
Ann Jju was the first who practically set us the example of a 
righteous life, and we know that an evii iree cannot bring forth 
good/mii : and for no other cause than the purity of her life 
end the testimony which she bore against the hidden abomina- 
tions of the wicked, was her character called in question, and all 
manner of evil spoken against her falsely. 

^* Second. She never assumed the name of the Elect X^ody, 
nor any tKle of self honour, though many such titles were ap- 
plied te her and others, by malicious persons,as terms of contempt. 

"T^Atrd. She never procured subsistence at the expense of 
her character, otherwise than by the tongue of slander, in con- 
sequence of earning her livelihood by honest iadcu»try, and liv- 
ing a virtuous, chaste and holy life. 

"jPaur/A. We know nothing about the person mentioned in 
the aforesaid publication ; but Arm Lecy whose character was 
doubtless origioaliy intended as the object of censure, in order 
to excite an odium against tbe society, never asserted that she 
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not liftUe to tho awMuUsiif deatb, or the cominoa dis9oIa-t ' 
taon of the earthly tabernacle ; nor yet that she should bodily 
asceod io the twinkling of an eye to heaven, but always main- 
tained a very different doctrine. Nor do the society, as therein 
r^resented, subsitute revelations and inipresaions upon their 
miods, in the place of the consistent and plain instructions of 
scripture. 

^^How far that biographer may be justified in quoting his state- 
ments from false authorities, or how far he may have been free 
from any personal design of censure, we do not pretend to judge. 
It is evident however, that he has drawn his description from 
the accounts of Valentine and Daniel Rathbun, Taylor, West 
and others, whom we well know to have early apostatized from 
oor socity in New-York, in consequence of .having been disap- 
pointed in their views of obtaining pre-eminence among them ; 
and through whose instigation, several riotous and lawless mobs 
were aflerwards excited to commit the most inhuman and cruel 
outrages on the society, whose profession and conscience for* 
bade them to resist or render evil for evil. In defiance of all law, 
|hese mobs were frequently led forward by those infuriate apos- 
tates,by whom many of the society,men and women indiscrimin* 
ately, and in their own dwellings, were often scourged and beat- 
en with savage barbarity. In one of those crusades, a son of 
Valentine Rathbun, being a member of the society, of lawful 
Hge and a married man, was struck by his father with a lat^e 
cane, inhumanly beaten, bis skull laid bare for three inches la 
length, and at last left weltering in his blood, with doubtful ap« 
prehensions with regard to his fate ! This is that civil authority, 
«9 it is called, by which our assemblies are said to have been 
suppressed ! Yet, strange as it may seem, the libelioas pro* 
ductions of these apostates from truth and charity are not oiiljr 
credited, but transcribed and held out to the public as a aiand* 
Utrd of widoubUd autfUrUicUy. 

"FRANCIS WINKLEY, 

"ISRAEL SANBORN." 

It should be mentioned as a practice highly creditable to this 

sect, that the members of their societies never make use of 

'ardent' spirits except in cases of sickness, being aware of the 

evils intemperance brings upon society. Another practice not 

fiQworthy of imitation is, they refuse to he trosted even in th^ 
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smallest sam. They transact their secular concerns with moob 

probity and uprightness; and though thej may have suffered re- 
proach fro3i their singularity of life and manners, they have be<* 
come a proverb for industry, justice and benevolence. 



ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY OF PETERBOROUGH. 

BT RBV. ELUAH DUNBAR, A. M. 

The first settlement of Peterborough commenced a year or 
tvro previous to the war of 1746. Rev. Mr. Johnston, a Prea* 
byterian clergyman, came with the first settlers, and tarried with 
them about a year. When the war commenced, the hrst set* 
tiers with the exception of one or two persons^ retired to older 
settlements for fear of the savages. Those who remained were 
never disturbed by the Indians, and the settlement was resumed 
at the conclusion of the war. Another clergyman of the name 
of Harvey resided here for a time and preached — and the peo- 
ple were occasionally supplied with the administratioji of thd 
word and ordinances by the ministers of Londonderry and ot 
the Presbytery, and by neighboring Congregational clergymen. • 

The Rev. John Morrison, the first settled minister, was born 
at Pathfoot in Scotland, May 22, 1743; graduated at ELdiuburghi 
in February, 1765; arrived in Boston in May following; com- 
menced preaching at Peterborough the first sabbath in Januaryi 
1766, and was ordained here November 26, 1766. He adhered 
to the royal cause, and joined the British army in 1775, at Bos- 
ton; was attached to the commissary department, and died at 
Charleston, S. C. Deeember 10, 1782. He married Miss Sarah 
Ferguson of Peterborough. His widow still survives; and one 
of his children, who lives in the State of Ohio. 

Rev. David Annan, the second minister, was born at Cowpar 
of Fife, in Scotland, April 4, 1754; came to America when 
young, and was fitted for college and for the ministry by his 
brother, the late Rev. Robert Annan, minister of the Presbyte< 
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riaa church in Boston. He graduated at Princetoa^ N. J. and 
was ordained for the work of the ministry, by the Presbytery 
which met at Wallkill, N. J. in October, 1778, to which was 
presented the call of the town of Peterborough. He was mar^ 
ried to Miss Sarah Smith of Peterborough, January 30, 1783» 
He was dismissed, at his own request, by. the Presbj^tery of 
Londonderry, in June, 1792. After supplying the pulpit in va'^ 
ri<$iis societies, he visited Scotland in 1801; and was visiting 
Ireland, on his return, and died there ^ in 1802. 

Rev. Elijah Dunbar was ordained, October 23, 1799, at which 
time the church was embodied, in the Congregational order. 
The exercises on this occasion were, a prayer by Rev. Jabez 
Chickering, of Dedham; Sermon by Rev. Thomas Thatcher, 
of Dedham, from 2 Tim. ii. 2; consecrating prayer by Rev. 
Zabdiel Adams, of Lunenburg; charge by Rev. Stephen Far<> 
rar, of New-Ipswich; right hand of fellowship by Rev. Henry 
Cumings, D. D. of Billerica; and concluding prayer by Rev, 
Abiel Holmes, of Cambridge. 

There remain a few persons attached to the Presbyteriah 
^orms; and for their accommodation, the sacrament of the sup- 
per is' administered, once a year, in the Presbyterian mode. 
Both parties make but one society for the support of publick 
worship. The Congregational church members, living in Pe« 
terborough, together with those of the Presbyteril^n denomina<^ 
tion, amount to 50; to this may be added 2 or 3 times the same 
number of females. The Baptist church may be estimated at 
12 or 15, of which 5 are males. The society have lately erect- 
ed and dedicated to the service of Almighty God, a neat and 
commodious meeting house. None have separated from either 
society on the plea of Methodistn, or Universalism^ and th6 
people are generally attentive to the observation of the sab* 
bath. 
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SCRAP OP rilSTORY RELATING TO HOLLIS 

AND DUNSTABLE. 

What is now Hollis, was formerly the west parish in Dunsta- 
h\e. For a number of years after Hollis was incorporated, the 
two towns were classed logetlier to send a man to represent them 
in the General Court. Dunstable being the senior town, re- 
quired the meeting uniformly to be held there until Hollis be- 
came the most numerous, when it was requested by Hollis they 
should be held alternately that each town might have an equal 
chance. But to the propo^ Dunstable did not consent. Hollis 
feelint' some resentment mustered all 'their forces and left at 
home scarcely man or horse. Previously to thij, the person 
chosen to represent the two towns bed been uniformly selected 
from Dunstable. But on this occasion, Dunstable perceiving 
they were outnumbered, tlieir town Clerk mounted a pile of 
fehingles and called on the inhebitants of Dunstable to bring in 
their vote for a Moderator for Dunstable. The town Clerk of 
Hollis mounted another pile and called on the inhabitants of 
Dunstable and Hollis to bring in their votes for a Moderator for 
Dunstable and Hollis. The result was, Jonathan Lovewcll, 
Esq. was declared Moderator for Dunstable, and Deac. Francis 
Worcester, Moderator for Dunstable and Hollis. Each Mod- 
erator proceeded in the same manner to call for the votes for 
Representative. Jonathan Lovewell, Esq. was declared chosea 
Representative to represent the town of Dunstable, and Dr. 
John Hale was declared chosen to represent the towns of Dun- 
stable and Hollis. Accordingly both repaired to Portsmouth to 
attend the General Court. Lovewell was allowed to take his 
seat, but Hate was rejected. Hale, however, instead of return- 
ing home, took measures to acquaint the Governor with what 
had transpired, and waited the issue. It was not long before 
the Secretary, Theodore Atkinson, came into the House and 
proclaimed aloud, ^'I have special orders from his Excellency to 
dissolve this House; accordingly you are dissolved, God save 
the King." 

Soon after, precepts were again bsued to convene a new 
House, when Hollis was allowed to send a RepreseD^tive by 
themselves, and have ever since; but Dunstable was neglected 
until the commencement 6£ the Revolution. 

8 
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THE EASTERN INDIANS. 

'<In aatamn [1712] the news of the peace of Utrecht arrived 
in America; and on the 29th of October the suspension of arms 
was proclaimed at Portsmouth. The Indians being informed of 
this eventy came in with a flag of truce to Capt. Mood/, at Cas-' 
CO, and desired a treaty; which the governor, with the council 
of each province, held at Portsmouth, where the chiefs and 
deputies of the several beh'gerent tribes, by a formal writing 
under hand and seal, acknowledged their perfidy, promised fi- 
delity, renewed their allegiance, submitted to the laws, and 
begged the queen's pardon for their former miscarriages." 

Belknap* s N. H. vol I. p. 284. 

Similar engagements and protestations of friendship had been 
frequently made by the different tribes, and as often violated; so 
that little reliance was now placed on their sincerity. The In- 
dians, however, did not presently commit any acts of hostility^ 
but continued to exhibit symptoi^s of dissatisfaction, making 
complaints of the English encroachments on their lands, and 
using menacing language towards the settlers. Upon their rep* 
resentation to the government, Capt. Moody, in company with 
ieveral others, was deputed to treat with the Indians at George- 
town; and the following is his return to the governor and coun- 
cil. 

Leittr cf Captain Moody, giffing an account of his meeiing loiih 

several of the Etutern Indians, 

At a ineeting of the Eastern Indians, belonging to Kennebeck 
river, at Georgetown, upon Arrowsick Island, August 11, 1716, 
being present Samuel Moody, deputed by the government of 
New-Hampshire to meet and discourse with the said Indians. 
Of the Indians were present two and twenty; Moxus and Boma" 
zeeUf Capt. Samuelf of their chiefs; Sheepscot Jo. their speaker. 

Capt. Moody, — The government of Boston having communi- . 
cated your letter to the government of Piscataqua, they have 
appointed and empowered me to represent them at this meeting; 
and I have something to ofier you, which are the words of his 
Majesty ^s Lieut. Governor and Couucit there. 

Upon which I proceeded to read and carefully to interpret the 
unto them, and reeeived their answers to each article. 
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1. The gentlemen of Piscataqua complain that it is a com* 
mon thing there for the Indians in the several towns to behave 
themselves very insolently, and to use threatening expressions^ 
which are contrary to the articles of law. 

Indian, — We know nothing of that; and if there be any ill- 
minded men that give their tongues the liberty to talk after such 
a manner, it is not worth the while to take any notice of it. Nor 
do we regard the ill language which we receive from particular 
persons of thn English; if wcxdid, we could also make com- 
plaints as well as they. 

CapLM, — If any particular persons of the English offer any 
of you any abuse, you may have redress; the government has 
promised it; and we expect the same from you, — which is better 
than for the whole to breakout into a quarrel. 

Indian, — It is very well; we approve of what you say. 

2. I am also to let you know from these gentlemen, that tho 
land on which the English have built or are building any fortSi 
is what has been inhabited by them heretofore, and that by your 
forefathers' consent and desire; and 'tis what you yourselves 
asked at the time of the paciBcation, that they should come and 
settle among you as formerly, which cannot be without fortifica- 
tions, in case of any insults, &c. 

Ind. — As to our lands, which is the principal thing contained 
in the letter, we can give no answer to it, being not all present| 
and some particularly being absent who own part of the lands in 
controversy; and perhaps it may be a year ere we can come 
together to give an answer. 

Capt. M, — You told us last night you should be all together 
in a few days. It is strange that we must not expect an answer 
in less than a year's time. 

Jnd.^^We cannot say any more upon this head in the absence 
of the proprietors, which would be like stripping a man of his 
£06 clothes and disposing of them without his leave. 

Capt. 3f« — Seeing you insist so much upon your lands, I 
would ai:k you by what means the French came by the land 
which they possess at Canada? The Indians have not surely 
sold those lands, because they have not power to do so, ae* 
cording to their letter. If, then, it be by grant and allowance 
from the Indians, that we have, and your desire beside, that ws 
should come and settle in this part of the country; and inor«<»- 



60 EASTERN INDIANS. 

ver, wc have bought it, which they never, did theirs, who yet 
build forts where they please, without giving the Indians imy 
reason or asking their consent for il. 

Lid, — ^The French have given us a great deal, and are Wont 
to distribute every year some hundreds of pounds unto us. 

Capt. M. — We believe the French are wont to make you 
presents yearly, to encourage you in war-lime to fight against 
us; but not as any acknowledgement for their lands. 

Ind, — They do the same in peace that they do in war. 

Capt. M. — It is still to engage you to their interest, and not 
CO account of the lands they possess, as the French themselves 
have informed me and I certainly know. 

To this the Indians made no further reply. 

Capt. M. — It is one of the articles which you signed to at the 
p^ace, that all the captives should be delivered up. Has that 
article been fulfilled? 

Ind. — We have delivered up all that are among us according 
to agreement. 

Capt. M. — Whence is it then that two have been bought out 
of your hands this last spring— a woman for 10/. and a man for 
50/.; which is an unreasonable price for the redemption of poar 
captives that have been in your hands so Jong. We think it very 
strange that such a thing should be allowed. 

Ind. — You might have reason to think it strange, if we had 
not delivered up all that we had in our hands at Norridgewock 
and Penobscot. Those two you speak of were brought from 
Canada, and it's hard if something may not be allowed for 
bringing them so far, the Indians being a poor people and the 
English a rich people. 

Capt. M. — It is true Canada is a great way, yet we were not 
under any obligation to pay you for the fetching of them, be* 
cause you had promised at the congress they should be brought 
in, and you should be as good as your word; and that woman, 
particularly, which we gave an Indian 10/. for, was promised at 
the last meeting at Piscataqua, to be returned, without paying 
any price; but before the matter had been a long time delayed, 
the man was obliged to give more than 10/. for her, which was 
double the price I agreed with him to bring her for. Is this to 
comply with your articles? 

ind.— ^ As to that, we acknowledge it was not fair. But how- 
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ever, Capt. Moody, if you know of any of our captives, we 
pray you tell us. 

CJapl, M. — There is a girl at Hampton, which I have often told 
you of, who was carried toPiscataqua by the Governor's order, 
and remained there a month in order to be delivered unto you ; 
but nobody coming for her, she was returned back to her mas- 
ter again. 

Ind. — We desire that girl, and would have her to be brought 
to Mr. Watts ; here is one of her kinsmen present who will 
take care of her. 

Capt. M. — 1 will inform the Governor of Piscataqtta about 
it, which is all I can do, who no doubt will do you justice. There 
are yet more of our captives that are not returned, and when 
we have demanded them of the French,- thoy tell us they 
are in the hand:i of the Indians, so that we find it very difficult 
to come at them. 

[nd. — If the French have said so, we will see to that, and if 
we light of any captives in their hands, we Bhall take them away 
and bring ihem in. 

Capt, M. — If you could do so at any time, you would be 

gladly received. I have nothing further to add, but as to those 

.letters from Canada, which you char^ Bomazeen with making 

mention of without your order. The government of Piscataqua 

know nothing of them. 

Lid. — It is very well. 

Upon the whole the Indian said thus : — 

Notwithstanding we cannot give you a full answer to the 
principal thing contained in the letter, which ia refering to our 
lands, we would yet have every man go on with his work and pro- 
ceed with their buildings and making settlements, and there shall 
be no molestation given by us to any persons in those parts 
of the country. 

Here they prevented me in what we were about to say to them, 
viz. that we insisted upon our rights and resolved to proceed ifi 
our buildings and settlements as we have begun. 

Capt, M. — We hope that you will so consider about these 
matters, as that there may be no more controversy and dispute 
about them, but a final determination of them. 

Ii\d. — We shall bring the matter to an issue as soon as we 
can ; in the mean time we are all easy, and ^hall rest satisfied 
until there shall be a final determination of all controversies 
between UB,that we may live friendly and peaceably one with a- 
notber. 
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CAPTIVITY OF ENOS BISHOP. 

Elxtract of a Utter from Mr» Enos Bishop to Rev, Jedidiah Jeuftlt, 

of Rowleyy Mass. 

Montreal, Oct. 19, 1754. 

Rev. Sir, — The reason of my directing these lines to you is, 
because it seems most Jike>y that they will sooner arrive to the 
hands of a person of your note than to any body else. Before 
I proceed, I shall give you a short description of my captivity. 
That day, Sir, in August last [the 15th] that you lelt my house 
at Contoocook, I was taken by the Indians, and by them car- 
ried to St. Francois, where we arrived in thirteen days ; and 
after I had been with them eight weeks, they sold me to a French 
gentleman for 300 livres, which sum must be paid before I caa 
be free. — which looks somewhat difficult to me. But I hope 
that I have some friend in Rowley that will - contribute 
part of that sum for my relief ; and I shall take it as a favor of 
you, if you will move a contribution in your parish. There 
will be no difficulty in my redemlion if the money be paid, and 
there is no difficulty in coraiiig at any time in the year. In 
the winter people pass on the ice all the way to Albany, except- 
ing a few miles. 

Inform the people at Contoocook, that Meloon and his wife 
are sold to a French minister near Quebeck, and his boy in 
this town, and his oldest girl is with the Indians ; their young- 
est child, I believe, died at St. Francois about a month ago. 
Samuel Scribner, who was taken at fiakerstown when I was, I 
hear is sold to the French at Chambly, about 12 miles from this 
place ; and Robert Barber, taken at the same place, sold to a 
Frenchman about a mile from St. Francois. They all desire 
release. 

I can write no more at present, only to ask an interest in 
your praters, and beg leave to subscribe myself, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

ENOS BISHOP, 

N. B. Caution the frontiers to be on their guard. — If any 
person comes or sends for me, let them repair to Col. John 
Lydius of Albany for direction. 



Note by the editors. — ^During the last Indian war, while 
we were colonies qf England, the depredations of the savages 
were principally confined to the frontiers and less powerful 
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BCttlemenU. Upon aji alarm from Bakerstown^* Bishop, with 
several others, anxious to assist their brethren, left Contoocoak 
armed for that purpose. They had proceeded to within about, 
two miles of Bakerstown, when (bey were suprised by a party 
of Indians — one being killed, and Bishop with others made 
prisoners. He was dc tained in captivity more than a year, du- 
ring eight months of which he was kept in close confinement at 
Montreal. On the 26th Sept. 1755, Bishop, with two others, es- 
caped from Montreal, and after travelling twenty-six days, eigh- 
teen of which without any food other than the wilderness afford* 
ed them, they arrived at Charlestown, and from thence return- 
ed to (heir friends. A sum of money had been raised for the 
purchase of Bishop's release; but the person by whom it was 
sent converted it to his own use. After his return, Bishop re* 
presented his sufferings to the General Court, and thereupon 
received 50/. from the publick treasury. 



ANECDOTES. 

In 1772, Rev. Sylvanus Riplet and Lt. Joseph Taylor, 
who acted as interpreter, went on n mision to the Indian tribes 
in Canada. They returned to Hanover on the 21st of Septem- 
ber, and brought with them ten children from those tribes, to 
receive an education in the school at Dartmouth College. Two 
of these children were taken by the Indians in former wars, 
while they were young,and were brought up in the language and 
customs of the natives. One of them was a grandson, about 
eight years old, of a Mr. Tarbell, who was taken from 
Groton, in Massachusetts, in the year 1704, when he was about 
ten years old. Mr, Tarbell was then in vigorous health and 
the oldest chief in the village. He expressed much joy in see- 
ing Messrs. Ripley aqd Taylor, and earnestly encouraged his 
grandson in leaving his Indian relatives to receive the benefits 
of education. There was another youth, a grandson of Mrs. 

"^Salisbury, N. H. 
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Eunice WilHams, who was taken captive with her father; the 
Rev. John Williams, of Deerfield, Feb. 29, 1704, that would 
hare accompanied them, but was prevented by indisposition. 

The number of Indian children at the scliool at Dartjnouth 
College in 1772, was eighteen. 



It is s&id the Penacook Indians, (who were oi 
tribe in this vicinity,) used to predict the weathe 
ment of the morning fog, whidh usually passed o 
towards the sea,or towards the mountains. " If, 
fog goes a fishing, we shall have fair weather ^ 
hunting, look for a storm.^' This saying is not ui 
fishermen at the present day. 



FIELD OFFICERS OF THE SEVERAL REGIMENTS 

SHIRE IN 1767. 

Regiment of Horse Gkiard 

Clement ^larch, colonel, 
Richard Downing, lieut. colonel 
William Weeks, major. 



1. Theodore Atkinson, colonel. 
Daniel Warner, lieut. co). 
Vacant major. 

2. John Gage, colonel. 

John W^entworth, lieut. col. 
Stephen Jones, major. 
S. Meshech Weare, colonel. 
Jonathan Moulton, lieut. col. 
Nathan Healy, major, 

4. Daniel Gilman, colonel. 
Winthrop Hilton, lieut. col. 
Nathaniel Folsom, major. 

5, Edward Goldstone Lutwyche, 

colonel. 



John Hale, lit 
Samuel Hoba 
G. Josiah Willan 
Benjamin Bel 
Willi 

7. Ebenezer Ste 
Jonathan Gre< 
Joseph Wrigh 

8. Andrew Todd. 
Samuel Barr, 
Samuel Emers 

9. John Goffe, cc 
John Shepardy 

j| John Noyes, n 
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A Thpographieal and Hi$torical Z>ef crtpiton of JVUkn^ iV« A» 

By ftev. Thomas Bceds. 

Wilton, b posMown in the counfty of Hillsborough, » situatell 
17 miles west of Merrimack river, .in latitude N. 4St^ W. It 
has Lyndeborough on the north, Milford on the east, Maaoa on 
the south, and Temple on the west. It was originally laid out 
five miles square ; but some years ago the general court set off 
a half of one mile in width, containing one tier of lots on the 
west side, to the town of Temple. It is now five miles from 
north to south, and four and a half from east to west. It lies 
ten miles from Amherst, 40 from Concord, 66 from Portsmouth, 
and 58 from Boston. 

Rivers and Mills.] — The Souhegan is the principal river. 
It enters in the south-westerly part of the town, and runs througll 
it in a north-easterly direction. There are also three consider- 
able branches of this river, suffieiently large for mill streams, 
which run through the northerly part of the the town, and empty 
their waters into the Souhegan before it leaves this place . There 
is aeaw-mill and a grist-mill on the Souhegan — 5 saw-mills, 4 
grist-mills, 2 fulling-mills, and 1 carding machine on its several 
branches ; also a machine for sawing clapboards and shingles. 

Soil and JProductions.] — ^This town has neither mountains, 
ponds nor swamps ; but is a land of hills and valleys, and rivers 
of water. It is in general pretty rocky, but of a strong and 
Excellent soil, well adapted to grass, apples, potatoes, Indian 
corn, flax, and every species of grain. The principal growth 
of wood is oak, pine, beech, maple, birch, hemlock, and some 
chesnut. There are no waste lands ; every lot, except what is 
reserved for wopd, is either settled or cultivated ; and the farma 
are chiefly good. Plenty of good clay is found near streams of 
water \ there are also several quarries of excellent stone for 
splitting and hewing. 

9 



«6 DESCRIPTION QF WILTON.^ 

Climate. — In consequence of the elevated situation of fhisi 
town and its proximity to mountains on the north and west, it is 
liable in the winter to high winds, drifting snows and severe cold ; 
bvt in summer the breezes are gentle and agreeable. The spring 
does not commonly open so soon here by about a week as it does 
ia the towns directly east, but the land in general is not so sub-^ 
jectto early frost as it is in many of those towns. 

LiTKRATCRB AND SociETiES.]"^There are in this town nine 
school districts, each of which is furnished with a school house. 
Four hundred dollars has been the usual sum raised annually for 
ihe use of schools ; about one third of which is expended in 
flimmer and the remainder in winter* Thirteen persons from 
ibis place have received the honors of college, and several more 
are now acquiring a liberal education. There is a female char** 
liable society, each member of which pays 52 cents a year for 
religious purposes. There is a literary and moral society^ 
composed of young people, who own a set of globes and a 
number of books : they hold frequent meetings for mutual irn^ 
provement in knowledge and virtue. There is also a library so- 
ciety ; the number of books owned by them is at present npl. 
large, but well chosen; provision is made for an annual increase. 
Tbenumberof subscribers to the Hillsborough Bible and Chlu*- 
k^bh Soeiety has been about forty. 

PpFULATioN.]— -When the revolutionary iv^ar commenced, t^i 
t^nrn contained 623 inhabitants ; in 1790, there were llOp ^ ia 
tSOO, 1017 5 in 1810, 1017, and in 1820, 1070. 

Churches,] — A congregational church was formed in this place 
iiec. 14, 1763, consisting at that time of eight male members, 
and on the same day their first minister, the Rev. Jonathan 
Iiiverinore, who gradu9,ted at Harvard College in 1760, was or- 
dained to the pastoral care of it. He continued in the ministry 
about thirteen years, when he resigned. During this period^ 
l(ll2|xersons wer^ added to the churcb,and 287 children and adults, 
were baptized. Mr. Livermore died suddeni)' on the evening 
Q^.tbe 20th of July, ISOp, aged 79 years. 

The Rev. Abel Fiske, who graduated at Harvard College in 
1T74, was his successor ; and was ordained to the work of the 
gospel ministry Nov.l8, 1778. At this time, 27 male members of 
the chiich in a solemn manner renewed their cdyenant engage- 
ments. Mr. Fiske continued in the ministi^ a little more thma 
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Iwenty-three years, and died April 21, 1803, aged 50.* Dur- 
ing bis ministry, including a short vacancy between the time of 
his death and the settlement of bis successor, 224 persons were^ 
added to the church,a^d 745 children and others were baptist. 

Rev. Thomas Beede, the present minister, graduated at 
Harvard College in ] 798, and was ordained March 2, 1803. 
From that time to the year 1819, a period of about sixteen years, 
96 persons have been admitted to the church and 165 baptized. 
The whole number of communicants living and residing in the 
town is about 127. 

A baptist church was organized here on the 7th April, IStJ. 
Its present number of communicants is about 80. Elder Ezra 
Wilmarth) from Cheshire in Massachusetts, is the minister of 
the same ; he was installed Nov. 11, 1818. 

There is also a small society of universalists, who have preach* 
ing occasionally, but have no settled minister. 

Phtsicians.] — Dr. Ebenezer Rockwood, who graduated at 
Harvard College in 1773; Dr. Timothy Parkhurst, who gradua- 
ted at Dartm. Coll. in 1813, and Dr. John Putnam, are the 
practising physicians. 

MBETmo-HousES.] — ^The first meeting-house was built in 
1752. It was an inconsiderable building, used about twenty-one 
years and then demolished. The second meeting-house, which 
is now standing, is a very decent and commodious building. 
At the raising of this meeting-house, which commenced Sept. 
7, 1773, a distressing accident happened. When the frame 
was nearly completed, in consequence of the failure of a supr 
porting timber, one of the beams broke and fell ; and several me^ 
being on it at the same time fell with it ; threef of whom were 

[*Rev. Abel Fiske was born at Pepperell, Mass. May 28, 1752. 

f George Lancey, Simeon Fletcher, Reuben Stiles. 

%cj^We find the following account of this disaster in the^'New- 
Hampshire Gazette &, Historical Chronicle/', dated Sept. 34t 
1773. 

*^Eztract of a htUr from Msuhlpawich^ Sept. 13, 1773, 
"Last Tuesday the most melancholy accident,, of the kind} bap* 

Ctied at Wilton, in New^Hampshire'Governmenttthat perhaps has 
en known in the Country: A large company was collected there 
to raise a Meeting-House, and they got up the body of it, the 
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il^lttntly killed, iwoi^ died of their wounds soon afl6rw«fd,a&4 tf . 
number of others were badly injured. The work was then sua- 
upended for a few days. In the mean time a fast was kept, and 
tt sermon preached by Rev. Mr. Livermore, from Isaiah cxxttif. 
1. — "Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that 
build it." Soon ader this, the people met again to finish the 
raising. In attempting to elevate a new beam to supply the plac9 
of the former one, which broke and fell, this also through some im- 
perfection of the machinery, fell from the plates to the ground. 
The people tfs might be supposed, were filled with amazement. 
This new event) though not attended witb any material injury, 
served to revive in their recollectioa all the horrors of the former 
disaster, and began to discourage them from, any further attempts 
to proceed in the work. Thpy sooi», however, recovered from 
this state of excessive trepidation, and. ppoceeded to bustaess, 
until the frame was completed without any other accident. Th» 
house was finished in the latter part of the year tT7^, axid on. 
the fifth day of January, 1775, was dedicated to the worship* of 
Almighty God : — The sermon was preached by Rev. Jonathan 
Livermore, from 1 Chron. xxix. 14. ''But who am I, and what 

■ ■ ' ' - 

beams and joists, and on these had laid a large quantity of boards 
for the more immediate convenient standing ; they had also raised 
part of the roof, in doing which they had occasion for a number 
of crowbars and axes, which rested on the building while the peo* 
pie got togethef , and were in the act of raising another double 
pair of principals with a king-post^ when on a sudden the beam 
broke at the mortice in the middle, by which upwards of fifty 
persons fell to the bottom of the house, with the timber, bars, axes, 
d&c. and exhibited a scene to the astonished spectators around 
the house (for there were no persons in the bottom of it, all hav% 
ing withdrawn through fear of what might happen) which cannot be 
described ; and could only be equalled by the blood and brains, 
shrieks and groans of the dead and wounded, which were imme- 
diately seen and heard. Three were killed outwright ; another 
survived but a short time, and several others have since died of 
their wounds. Of fifty-three that fell, not one escaped without 
broken bones, terrible bruises or wounds from the axes, &c. And 
ts they were men picked up from that and the neighboring town9» 
•nd many of them heads of families, the news of their catastrophe 
filled those places with weeping, lamentation and woe, and may 
fully mind us that "Man knoweth not bis time," but "at such an 
hour as we think not the Son of Man cometh," and H therefore 
eoncerns us to be always ready."-- <Then foUows the list of the 
killed and wounded, amounting tofifly-ihree persoM. 
]|Jcpeph Severance, Timothy Carlton.] 
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Is my people^ that we should be able to offer so willingly alter 
this sort f for all things come of thee, and of thine own have- 
we given thee." This meeting-house was struck hy lightning 
on Friday the 30th of July, 1 804 ; one of the middle posts at 
the east end, was rent from top to bottom : the windows were 
burst out, and pieces of lath and plaistering were sent from 
the east to the west end^of the^house, with a force sufficient to 
break glass ; when the charge reached the ground, it took a 
horizontal direction, and left visible marks upon the surface for 
several rods before it was conducted into the earth. There was 
no lightning rod then attached to the house^: there has been 
one erected since. *^ 

SETTLBMENT.]«-This town wss ownod by the proprietors* of 
lands purchased of John Tufton Mason, Esq. and by tbem was 
surveyed and laid nut into 80 acre lots, and designated by the 
name of ^'Number Two." The first settlement made here was 
in 1798 by three families from Danvers, Mass. two by the name 
of Putnam, and one by the name of Dale: many of the settlers 
afterwards came from Andover, Mass. About eleven years 
after the first settlement, a deed was granted to forty-six persons, 
conveying to them, their heirs and assigns forever, forty-six 
shares in said township; which shares were drawn by lot; and 
for their encouragement to make and carry on settlement, two 
lots were granted by the same deed for the purpose of aiding 
them in the building of mills, one share for the first settled min- 
ister, one for the ministry, and one for the school there forever. 
The deed was dated Oct. 1, 1749, and signed by Joseph Blanch* 
ard, of Dunstable, as agent for the Masonian proprietors. The 
conditions of this deed were as follow, viz* 

1. The grantees at their own expense were to lay out an4 
make all necessary highways through the town, (the lands nol 
disposed of by the proprietors were to be free from incumbranee 
nntil by them, sold or settled.) 

2. They were to build a meeting-house on lot No. 11, in the 
fifth range, and finish it on or before the last day of Nov. 1759; 
they were to lay out a common of six acres in a square form in 
the S. W. corner of said lot, (i. e. about the meeting-house) for 
the accommodation of the public; and in two years after the 



[* Foitthe names of the Masonian proprietors, see first No* of 
ihe CollectioM, page 14.] 
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; building of the xneeting-boase, they were to maintaiD prea^ag 
''in the same. 

3. By the last day of November, 1751, on forty lots belong-^ 
ing to the said grantees there must be three acres on each lot 
cleared, enclosed and tilled, and by the last day of May, 1752, 
a house, at least 16 feet square and 7 feet stud, with a chimney 
and cellar, must be built, in which some person or family must 
reside for the space of three years. Immediately after the 
clearing of the first three acres, each settler in like manner was 
obliged to clear three acres more for three years to come. 

^. Each of the said grantees was to pay 30/ old tenor to 
defray the necessary charges in bringing forward the settlement, 
the money to be deposited in the hands of such person, (being 
a freeholder and a resident in the State,) as the grantees should 
appoint. 

&. If any one of the grantees should be delinquent in fulfilling 
his part of the said conditions, ~his share of land was to be for- 
feited to those who were not delinquent ; and in case these 
should neglect to fulfil the obligations of such delinquent for 
the space of one year, then the said delinquent's land was to 
be forfeited to the grantors. 

These several conditions were imposed under a proviso, that 
there be .no Indian war to prevent the fulfilment of the same 
within the times specified in the deed, but in case that should 
happen, the same time was to be allowed for .the respective 
matters aforesaid, after such impediment should be removed. 
We have no account that they were* prevented from fulfilling 
these conditions by any such war. — .All white pine trees grow- 
ing on the premises fit for masting his Majesty's Royal Navy 
were reserved for the use of his Majesty, his heirs and succeft^ 
0ors forever. 

Incorporation.] — This town was incorporated by the name 
of Wilton, June 25thj 1762, during the administration of Gov. 
B. Went worth, in the 2d year of the reign of King George III, 
It probably took this name from Wilton in England, which is 
situated on the river Wily ; and it is reasonable to suppose tha( 
the name was originally derived from the name of that river. 

Births.] — The first child born in this town was a daughter of 
Ephraim Putnam, one of the first settlers^ by the name of Han- 
nah, March, 1741 ; she was married to a Mr. Woodward of 
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Lyn^eborough, and died in that place iaOct. 1811, in the 71st 
year of her age. The average number of births since 1783, 
has been about 30 in each year. 

Sickness and Deaths.] — No uncommon sickness has ever been 
known here except in the year 1801, when a very malignant and 
contagious fever prevailed very generally aipong the people for 
o number of months, and in many instances proved mortal. It 
is conjectured, perhaps not without reason, that the contagion 
was introduced in a parcel of old feather3,which had been brought 
in and sold by pedlars, just before the fever made its appearance. 

The whole number of deaths as near as can be ascertained 
since the year 1783 is 387, making an average of about 11 in 
each year for the last 35 years. — There have been no remarka- 
ble instances of longevity. Several, however have lived to fee 
between 90 and 100 years of age, and one of that description 
is still living. 

The first person that died in this town was a man by the name 
of Badger, who had settled a little while before, in the northi* 
easterly part of the town. The circumstances of his death, as 
related by an aged man, are the following. 

He was sick about two weeks ; during which time he had no 
medical aid nor nursing, except what his wife could afford. When 
he died, his wife told her little children that their father was a-* 
steep, that she was going to one of the neighbors, and that they 
must make no noise to wake him until she returned. Having 
given them this charge to prevent their being terrified, she went 
to Lyndeborough, then called Salem Canada, a distance of two 
or three miles through the woods. Here she obtained help, and 
retartied as soon as possible to her children. There being no 
boards in the place, a pine tree was cut down and a trough dug 
out of it for a coffin ; a piece of the same was split and hew- 
ed for a cover, and in this manner the man was buried. The 
place of his grave is yet to be seen. The precise time of his 
death is not known, but is supposed to be about 1740. 

Condition op the first Settlers.] — ^Many of the early 
settlers, as is common in new countries, had great hardships to 
encounter. They dwelt in a wilderness remote from their friends, 
and from most of the conveniences of civilized life. Their roads 
were little better than footpaths marked by spotted trees, and 
Iheif fears were frequently alarmed by the approach of hostile 



n SKETCH OF GILMANTON. 

Indians.— Some of them were ao much alarmed on this accoMot 
that they thought it proper to remove for a while to a garrison in 
Monson (now a part of Amherst) for protection and safety. 
The nearest grist-mill was in Dunstable, a distance of 20 miles. 
When Shepard's mills were afterwards built in Milford, at a dis- 
tance of 7 miles, to which they could carry their corn on horse- 
back, or (in the winter) on hand-sleighs, they thought themselves 
happily accommodated. 

Indians.] — Tliis place appears to have been the hunting 
ground of the Indians, rather than the place of their fixed res- 
idence. Some traces of wigwams, and several of their imple- 
myits made of stone, bones, &c. have been found. 

> 

Taverns, &c.] — ^There are two taverns, two retailing stores, 

and a post-office. 



Sketch of l^e History y Geology ySfc, of GUtnanlon^ in New-Hamp^ 

shire. — By Dr. 'William Prescott. 

GiLMANTON, post-town,Strafrord county, is situated in lat. 43^ 
25' N., 17 miles from^'the State-House, Concord, 44 from 
Portimouth, 78 from Boston, and 502 from Washington-City. 
It is 14 miles in length from S. E. to N. W. and 7 miles in 
breadth, comprising an area of 63,500 acres. It is bounded 
N. by Gilford, E. by Alton, S. E. by Barnstead, S, W.by Rock- 
iugham line, which divides it from Loudon, Canterbury and North** 
field, and N. W. by Winnepisiogee river and bay, which separate 
it from Sanbornton. This town contained in 1775, 775 inhab- 
itants ; 2613 in 1790 ; 3152 in 1800 ; 4333 in 1810 ; 35S7 in 
1820. Gilford, formerly a part of Gilmanlon, was set off in 
1812, and now contains 1816 inhabitants. 

Rivers, &c.] — ^The north-west part of Gilmanton is washed 
by the Winnepisiogee bay and river, beside which it is inter- 
sected by several small streams which run N. W. into the 
Winnepisiogee, one of which affords valuable seats for mills. 
Two considerable streams which empty their waters into the 
Merrimack, have their sources in this town, viz. Suucook and 
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BcKicook riyerB. The Suncook rises in a poad on Gilford line, 
which covers more than 50 acres near the summit of one of 
the Sunc0ok mountains, elevated more than 900 feet above its 
base. The water from this pond falls into another at the foot 
of the mountain of one mile in length and half a mile in breadth ; 
passing from this it falls into another, covering abuut 500 acres/ 
where it is joined by several other streams, one of which from 
the N. E. issues from a pond called SmalPs pond which is parti/ 
in AIton,and nearly two miles in length. It then passes off through 
a thriving village in the S. E. part of the town called the Iron-- 
Works village, where it is covered with many mills and other 
machinery. This river receives several other streams from thi» . 
town, one of which issues froni a pond in the S. W. corner if 
the town. The Soucook has its source in three considerable 
ponds in the S. part of the town lying within two or three miles* 
of each other : the easterly is Loon pond, the westerly. Rocky 
pond, partly in Canterbury, and the middle one is called Shell** 
camp pond, about one mile from the Academy. This stream 
before it leaves this town affords water for several mills. 

Mills, &c.] — There are in Gilmanton 11 saw-mills, 14 grain- 
mills, four of which have two runs of stones, 4 fulling-mills, . 
3 carding machines, 1 cotton factory, 1 mill for grinding tanner's 
bark, 3 circular-saw clapboard machines, 1 trip hammer, and 1 
iroo foundry. 

Soil, &c.] — Gilmanton, generally speaking, is very hilly 
and rocky, and the north part extends upon Suncook mountains, 
from which proceed a chain of hills of various heights, extend- 
ing S. which divides the head springs of the Suncook and Sou- 
cook rivers. One of these hills, which from its shape and in- • 
sular situation, has been denominted Peaked hill, is situated 
about half a mile E. of the academy, and is 440 feet high, from 
its base. From the summit of this hill the ipllowing objects 
may be seen with the naked eye : 

Height Bearing. 

S* 26 & 27» W. 



Two peaks of the Unconoonock m^oun- 

tain in' Goffstovvn, 
Mount William in Weare, 
Crotched Mount between Francestowi) 

and Greenfield, 
Stat^ House in Concord, 
Grand Monaduock between Jafirey and 

Dublin, I 8,263 
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B. 

S. 

s. 



82 W. 



• ( 



47 
81 



W, 
W. 



S. 60 J W. 



u 
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iCeacBarge, between Sutton and Salisbury, 

Ascutney, in Windsor, Vt. 

Cardigan in Orange, 

Moosehillock in Coventry. 

White Face mount, N. of Sandwich, 

White Mountains, mount Washington, 

being the highest, 
Blue mount, or mount Major, being the 

highest peak of Suncook mountains 

Gilford, 
Great Moose mount, between Brookfield 

and Middleton. 
Pi|»spect hilJ, W. of New->Durham ridge, 



Height, Bearings, 



1,461 
3,320 

4,636 



6,213 



N. 
N. 

N. 
N. 



dueW*^ 
80J W. 
61 W. 
19J W. 

7 Ei. 



N. 12 E. 



N. 22 E- 



N. 
IS. 



79 E. 
73 E. 



The soil will admit of two grand divisions, th6 plain and high 
land. A small portion of the town is plain land, the soil of 
which is a sandy loam covered in its natural state with White^ 
Norway and Pitch pine, and produces when cultivated indiffer'* 
ent crops of grain, &c. The high lands have n deep, rich soil 
covered in its natural state with various kinds of hard wood, in- 
terspersed with evergreens, and when cuhivated produce plenti- 
fal crops. The high hills are productive to their tops, aflbrd-* 
iog some of the finest pasturage in the country. 

Health, Mortality, &c.] — Owing to the uneven surface of 
this town, it is entirely free from morasses and stagnant waters^ 
by which means the air is salubrious and the climate healthy. 
The average annual number of deaths for the first ten years was 
S 1-2; for the next ten, 7 7-10; for the next ten,23 4-10; for the 
next ten, 22 7-10 ; for the next nine years, 37 1-2. At which time 
(1812) Gilford was taken from Gilmanton.The number of deaths 
for the last ten years in the present limits of Gilmanton, amounts 
to 400 ; making the average number 40. In 1790, there were 
42 deaths, a large number of which were caused by the dysentery. 
In 1805, the number of deaths was 55, of which 30 were caus- 
ed by the dysentery. In the bills of mortality there are many 
whose ages were between 90 and 100, and some exceed that 
period. 

Schools and Societies.] — There are 24 school districts aver- 
aging about 45 scholars each, and 24 school-houses. There is 
also a flourishing Academy founded in 1794, and endowed with 
$5,500 and one-fourth part of a township of land. Over the A* 
cademy and under the same roof is a spacious hall for the trans- 
•ction of town and county bnsisness. Here the August term of th« 
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ebort of sessions (formerly court of common pleas) is held. 
There are two libraries in this town, " the Social Library of 
GilraantoD," incorporated in June 1801, containing 150 volumes ; 
and '* the Gilmonton Academy Social Library," incorporated 
June 1815, containing 160 volumes o£ well selected books. 

Taverns, Stores, &c.]-^There are in Gilmanton 5 taverns 
and 12 trading stores. The principal village is near the centre 
of the town where there are 30 dwelling-houses, some of which 
are elegant, and 200 inhabitants, two taverns, four trading stores 
and an academy. The Iron works village in the S. E. part of 
the town is a small, but recently a thriving village, rendered im* 
portent by its valuable water privileges. It contains 3 8aw-millS| 
$ grist mills, in which are 5 runs of stones, 3 carding machines^ 
2 clothing mills, and a clapboard machine, a tavern and 3 trad* 
ing stores. 

Churches.] — The baptist church in this town was organized 
Nov. 16, 1773, consisting of Orlando Weed, Thomas Edgerley, 
Thomas Mudgett, John Fox and David Young, together with 
six females. * This church was supplied by itinerant preachers 
until 1786, when elder Walter Powers was ordained its first pas* 
tor on the 14th of June. In 1806, he was by his own request 
dismissed from the pastoral charge of the church. In 1811 the 
church was divided, the members in the lower parish constituted 
the first, and those in the upper parish,the second baptist church 
in Gilmanton. Since the division of the town in 1812, the se- 
cond has been called the Gilford church. Since 1811, the 
first church pontinued to decline until she lost her visibility. 
There haying been a general revival of religion, another church 
was formed on the 10th of June, 1818, through the instrumen- 
tality of the Rev. Phinehas Richardson, of the same order with 
the former, consisting of Daniel Clough, Stephen Clough, Jo- 
seph Haskins, Benjamin Eellcy, John Swazey, David Young, 
and 10 females; 15 more were added the same year; in 1819| 
9 were added — present number 43. Rev. Phinehas Richardson, 
was ordained an evangelist in Methuen, Mass. Nov. 12, 1817, 
and removed to Gilmanton in March^ 1818. 

The congregational church was founded on the 30th of No- 
vember, 1774, and consisted of the Rev. Isaac Smith, Stephen 
Dudley, John Sanborn, Ebenezer Page, and Nathaniel Wilson. 
The Rev. Isaac Smith was ordained its first pastor the 30th of 
Nov. 1774, and died March 25, l817,flBt. 72, and in the 4Sd 
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year of his ministry. The addition of 45 members to (his churi^h 
was the fruit of the general revival in 18 IS. Present numUer 
of communicants, 100. 

Rev. Luke A. Spofford was ordained to the pastoral care of 
this church on the dth of June, 1819. 

There is a society of Friends, consisting of 63 members^ 
which has been of many years standing. 

The methodist connection has two classes in this town, one 
of* which was established iri 1807, and has 31 members; the se- 
"eond was established in 1818, and consists of 18 members. To- 
tal 49. ■ Rev. James P. Harvey is the present preacher on this 
•circuit (1821—2.) 

There are in Gilmanton 4 freewill-baptist churches, two of 
which are without stated preaching. The third was founded in 
January 1810, by Joseph Young (ruling Elder,) Peter Clark, 
(teaching elder,) Nicholas Folsom, Jeremiah Sawyer, Wm. 
Weeks and 27 others. Elder Peter Clark, their present niinis* 
ter, was ordained on the 10th of January, 1810. In the same 
year (1810) 32 more were added; in 1814, 24 were added, and 
in 1316, 20 were added — all as the fruits of special revivals.—^ 
Present number of communicants, 60. The fourth was founded 
on the 6th of November,18l6, by Elder John Knowles, Simeon 
-Beaii and 16 others. Elder John Knowles was ordained as an 
evangelist, May 30, 1811. Present number of communicfmts^ 
60. 

There are six meeting houses, one for congregationalists, one 
for regular baptists, one for the friends and three for the free- 
will baptists. ' 

JFJisTORY.] — Gilmanton was granted May 20, 1727, to Nicho- 
las Oilman, John Gilman, Peter Oilman, Daniel Oilman, Nicho- 
las Gilman, jun. Andrew Gilman, Thomas Oilman, Nicholas 
Gilman, 3d, Samuel Gilman, Nathaniel Gilman, Joseph Oilman, 
John Gilman, jun. Edward Gilman, Samuel Gilman, 3d, John 
Gilman, 3d, Trueworthy Gilman, Edward Gilman, jun. Jeremi- 
ah Gilman, Nathaniel Gilman, jun. Caleb Gilman, Robert Oil- 
man, Nehemiah Gilman, Jonathan Gilman, Capt. John Gilman, 
and 152 others. Its settlement was protracted by reason of the 
frequent depredations committed by the Indians during the fre- 
^Juent and almost continued wars that prevailed for a long linie 
between the then British colonies and the French and Indiana 
of Canada, But U|>on the redactioa • of Canada in 1760, this 
fear 6f the Indians ^ubsid^d, and Benjamin Mudgett and w^<^ 
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(being the first family) arrived in Gilmanton on the 27th day of 
Dec. 1761. The next day John Mudgett and wife arrived. On 
the IQth of Jan. 1762, they were joined by Orlando Weed and 
wife. Here they remained through the winter, Iheir nearest 
neighbors being in Epsom. Several families moved in the next 
season; at the close of 1763 there were 20 families in town. 
Among those who arrived this year were Capt. afterward Gen. 
Joseph Badger and Rev. Wm. Parsons. Mrs. Hannah Mudgett 
was the first white woman that arrived in town, and slept in it 
one night before the arrival of any other. She is tttill living at 
an advanced age, with the full exercise of her mental faculties^ 
and a pattern of piety and virtue. Dorothy Weed was the first 
child born in town, l3th Oct.l762,and there were eleven daugh- 
ters born successively before any son. The first son was Sam- 
uel Mudgett, born Feb. 15, 1764, son of Benjamin and Hannah 
Mudgett.* 

Gen. Joseph Badger is entitled to a respectful notice in thi^ 
place as being of essential service in fostering the first settle- 
ment of the town. He was many years town clerk, selectman, 
representative, &.c. He was the hrst magistrate, being appoint-, 
ed justice of the peace 10th March, 1768, b/ John W^cntworth,&. 
afterwards justice of the peace and quorum throughout the state, 
which office he held until his death. On the 6ih December,1784, 
be was appointed judge of Probate for the county of Strafibrd, 
which of^ce he held until he resigned, at the age of 70. He 
was appointed Brigadier General June 7, 1780, by President 
Wcare. 

Geology and Mineralogy,] — The mineralogy and geology 
of this town have been but imperfectly explored. A variety 
of stones and minerals abound, among which are the following. 

Quarlz: several varieties, as rock chrystal, abundant, spma 
good specimens ; blue quartz, rose red quartz, irised quartz, 
and granular quartz, are frequently found ; milky quarts, greasy 
quartz and radiated quartz arc abundant in all parts. STeilovf 
and red ferruginous quartz in beautiful chrystals. 

« * • 

*Tbe circumstance of a Major Sinclair moving his wife front 
Barnstead into this town for the purpose of procuring for his ex- 
pected son, the lot of land offered by the proprietors to the first 
oiale child (hat should be born in town, is to be remembered only 
to be execrated. This circumstaDce occasioned so nsuch dispute 
(hat the proprietors awarded the land to neither. 
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Ilomstone — frequent; jasper and tripolij or rotten stone^ 
sometimes found ; petrosilcXj several specimens ; feldspar abun* 
dant ; beside being disseminated through several rocks, it oc- 
curs chr)^8tallized in rhomboidal prisms in porphyritic granite, 
porpbyritic sienite, &:c. Mica, good specimens of different col- 
ours, and varieties, as laminated, lamellar, and prismatic mica, 
on quartz, feldspar, &c. 

Common Schorl: radiating on quartz, and darting through it 
in all directions, and tourmaline, generally in contact with feld- 
spar, are common in all parts of the town. Common garnets 
in duedecahedral chrystals with rhombic faces frequently occur, 
mostly in hornblende rocks : hornblende is common in loose 
fragments, of various sizes. Tremvlite, actynoltte and chlorite 
are sometimes found. Epidote and argilite in some places. 

The compound rocks are by far the most abundant in this 
town. The following are the principal. Several varieties of 
granite; common granite suitable for building and door steps^ 
is very abundant; porphyritic granite, met with in all parts of 
the town, very common; graphic granite and granitic aggregates 
ere common. Mica slate (micaceous schistus) is, next to gran- 
ite, the most abundant. Gneiss is found in one placQ where it 
is wrought to advantage into hearth stones. Sienite abounds 
in the north part of the town as it approaches Suncook moun- 
tains; these mountains are made up entirely of this rock. It is 
in part porphyritic. Porphyritic quartz and other porphyritic 
stones are common. Amygdaloid very common. Clay of a 
superior quality for bricks abounds in different parts of the 
town. 

Sulphur occurs in a mine on the west bank of the middle 
branch of Suncook river. Also, efflorescing on rocks in various 
parts. Richard Jones and sons, while digging in the west bank 
of the middle branch of Suncook river, for the purpose of pro- 
curing materials for building a dam in 1820 and 1821, came up- 
on a mine of yellow and white sulphuret of iron, (iron pyrites) 
some in beautiful cubic chrystals and some in small amorphous 
masses; also sulphate of iron (native copperas) where the rocks 
and sand have all the appearance of having once been in a state 
of fusion, occasioned probably by the increase of heat which 
must necessarily take place in the conversion of the sulphuret 
into the sulphate of iron. Also arsenical sulphuret of iron in 
amorphous masses. A white powder has been found here,which 
agrees in its external appearance with the white oxide of lead. 
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(white lead) and another not unlike pure phosphate of iron; 
likewise native sulphur lodged in tlie cavities of rocks. The 
rocks in this bed are mostly radiated, limpid, irised, and ferru- 
ginous quartz, beautifully chrystalized, with^ a small portion of 
micaceous schist us. 

Red and yellow ochre are found in various parts. The rocks 
in various sections are tinged in various hues with the oxide of 
iron, sulphur, &c. 

Iron ore has been found in many places, and works^were 
erected in 1768 at the iron works village, so called, for the pur- 
pose of separating the iron from the ore. The ore was taken 
from Suncook pond in 20 feet of water, one mile and a half 
above the works. After several years, the works were aban- 
doned by reason of the failure of the ore and 'the difficulty of 
obtaining it. It is said that the ore has since considerably in* 
creased. 

There are several mineral springs in this town, one of which 
is known to be medicinal, and has proved efficacious in bilious 
and cutaneous diseases, and promises to be serviceable in many 
other diseases. It is very sensibly diuretic, sometimes emetiC| 
at others cathartic. 



A SECOND Lambert. — Mr, Caleb Towle, of Centre-Harbor^ 
a man 35 years of age, 5 feet and 8 inches high; temperate, 
and until within a few years industrious; weighs 490 pounds, 
and measures 6 feet 4 inches round the body. He gained dur. 
ing the last year, S2 pounds; enjoys a good state of health, ia 
cheerAil, and able to visit bis neighbors. 
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Bill of Mortality for Amherst, N. H,for 15 years. 
. January 1, 1805. 
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Aggregate and average of ages each year. 
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The number of deaths in Amh^' f«' ^^^e" y»»''« ""O""' '• 
3i5, of which the aggregate <' ^S^^ « ^^'^^^ years, giving a 
mean average of 30 years/^*'''* ^etson. 

Those whose aget are^^ mentioned were children, and would 
not materially affect>« above result. More than one half of 
those who have ^ a««™««l '" '•»« »g« "^ 26 years, and one in 
six to 70 year'*"^ upwards. 
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SrNOPSIS of the Bills of MortaWy for ihe town of Concord^ 
from the year 1798 to 182K— By TfJMas Chadboubne, M. 
D. 



1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1 80S 

1804 
^505 

1806 



25, 2w. W 70, 4m. 4. 2. 1. 4^, 53^38, V 67' 7. 4m. 

49, 2. 0. 8. 2. 66' 0. 43, - 
3. d.bV SV 5V 1. 80' 9^' 8. 60' 30, 32, lOd. 21' 

60, - - "^ - - - 

lOw. 20* 60' 83' 78' ^ ^3. 18m. 46, 8m. 18m. 2. 2. 
• 4. 60' 0. 91' 7. 9"^' ^- ^- ^• 
4d Id 31 82 ^^' ^^"- ^^^' ^^' ^^' ^^- ^^^' ^9, 

22, 'em. '70' -^^ 20' 49, 97, 2, 37, 28, 

70 37 56' -<^> 2^J ^* '''^J ^^> ^- ^- ^* ^- ^^> ^- ^' 
18mU2. 5.9. 19'82, - • . - 

86 80'^3, 60, 85' 2. 6. 0. 65, 65' 3. 23; 28, 4. 6. 0. 
67'43- 65' 0. 18m. 30' 3. 33, 80' 0. 18m. 69' 19' 
C. 29' 0. 0. 0. 0. 63' - - - - 

?0' 40' 3. 19' 0. 0. 72' 1. 0. 66' 63, 68' 2. 65' 26, 1. 
1. 89' 2. 1. 46, 88,0.0 

71, 50, 36' 68' 0. 0. 22, 0. 90, 64' 0. 20, 1. 8. 46, 23' 
22' 1. 46' 10. 64' 0. 67, 67, 10. 0. 92, 

79' 2. 66' 0. 0. 0. 69' 22, 32' 24, 67, 92, 63, 
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18, 7e< 0. 18, 60' 20, 0. 66, 84* 70' 0. 36' 0. 10. 85M 
O. 0. t'^j 5, 14 28 3. - - 

ri^82^1' n 4 il'.'*]' ^'^^^' ^- 22. 17. 66, 63' " 
5 ^7' 7nK t ^*> '^'<^- 32' 74' 31' 27' 64' 74' 
S' £' 59^' ^,V 26, 0. 46' 0. 3. 0. 0. 32' 0. 70, 

From Dec, 1811, VV^„ Vqio ' • T- "u 

were 250 deaths-tier^ "^ r!\ "'"fr"''' '^''' 
be found. ^ °° '^^^^''^ ^^ **^® ages ^<> 
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Total, 578 
Diseases and CasmUm for ihi, years ^^^ ,^^^ ^^ jq^^^ 
Infantile Fev-|' Ages. 
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59'2' - . . _ 
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Enteritis. 19, 

Accidental. 
Abdominal. 
Inflammation. l55' 60, 
Disease of the 

heart. ol> 

Unknown. p. 32' 0, 0, 2. 17« e« 0. 0, 0« 28, 



83 

Tot. 
1 
1 



I 

12 



Total, 108 
It is ascertained that from Jan. 1792, to Dec. 1797, there 
were 117 deaths, which makes the whole number of deaths dur- 
ing the last thirty years, 803. Populaticfti in 1790, 1747 ; 2052 
in 1800; 2393 in 1810; 2838 in 1820. 

The above table is correct as to the number of deaths, but is 
very imperfect in other respects. In many instances, in the re- 
cord of infants, there is no distinction of the sex, and in some 
cases, the age of infants is not inserted. Such are distinguish- 
ed by a cypher thus, 0. A comma after the age denotes the fe- 
males, and the inwHed comma the male sex. Those casses 
where no record of sex was made are distinguished by a point. 
From the above abstract of the diseases and deaths, for the 
last thirty years, it is reasonable to infer that the inhabitants 
enjoy an unusual exemption from disease. That general state of 
disease called epidemic can scarcely be said ever to have been 
experienced in the town. About the commencement, and during 
the war of the revolution, the Small Pox often appeared in dif- 
ferent sections of the country, owing, probably, to the frequent 
communications with Canada, where the disease then prevailed ; 
to the free intercourse that was necessarily held by the people 
with the soldiers and army, and in some instances it was sup- 
posed to have been sent into the country as a means of annoy- 
ance by the enemy. 

In July, 1775, Dr, Carrigain visited a patient in a neighbor- 
ing town, who proved to be sick with the Small Pox. He took 
it the natural way. The nature of his disease was not discov- 
ered, until John, the son of Mr. Nathaniel West, who lived on 
the opposite side of the street from Dr. C. also took the dis* 
ease. The Doctor inoculated his own family, then consisting 
of five members, who all recovered. Mr. West's family con- 
sisted of nine,six of whom had the disease — ^the others escaped. 
Mr. West, aged 58, died. It was first known on Saturday that 
the Small Pox was in the town : so great was the alarm that the 
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next morning {Sunday) the inhabitants assembled, en mtisse, and 
commenced the erection of a "Pest House" in a retired grovef 
west of the late residence of Capt. Benjamin Emery, and such 
was the zeal and activity with which they applied themselves 
to the work, that by night a convenient house to consist of four 
rooms had been hewed,framed,3«d raised,and the boards,for cov- 
ering, ^nd brick for the chimney were drawn on to the ground. 
Dr. Carrigain and his family remained at their own house 
opposite to where Charles Walker, Esq. now resides ; fences- 
were run across the street to cut off all communication, and a 
road was opened through .the fields. Mr. West's family was con- 
teyed to the Pest House. None of the inhabitants were inocu* 
lated. The house afterwards served occasionally for the recep- 
tion of transient soldiers of the army, who either had or were 
suspected to have the disease. 

The question naturly arises. Why were not all who were ex- 
posed to the infection immediately inoculated ? A law was 
then in force " for the prevention of the spread of the Small 
Pox," which forbid under a- penalty any person inoculating 
without leave from court, and the people in 'those days were 
brought up in the belief that laws were made to be obeyed. 

In 1793, the Small Pox again appeared in a family in the 
westerly part of the town. The family consisted of thir- 
teen members, all of whom had the disease without inoculation. 
Mr. Jonathan Stickney, the father, and an infant child, died. 
The manner in which the infection was conveyed to this; family 
never has with certainty been ascertained. 

In the winter of 1812-13, when the disease known by the 
different appellations of Malignant Pleurisy, Spotted Fever, Bil- 
ious Pneumonia^ ^c. spread so generally through the N.E. 
States,Jthis'town was visited in common with others. The 
character of the disease was that of a Typhoid Pneumonia, not 
alarming at first, but in its progress discovering a malignancy 
that too often rendered ineflTectual all the boasted remedies of 
our profession. It was confined principally to the soldiery, (hen 
quartered in the town — but few of the citizens fell victims to it. 

In the winter of 1816-17, the disease appeared again in the 
westerly section of the town, preceded by a season, remarka- 
ble for its coldness, long droughts, and frequent frosts, that 
almost destroyed the hopes of the husbandman. It now assum- 
ed a character different from its appearance in other places , 
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Its accession in the worst cascM was by an eryeipelatous inflani- 
mation of the extremities, that soon run into gangrene, and 
generally destroyed the patient. 

The summer of 1816 was uncommonly cold throughout tho 
United States, and throughout Europe, «*.\ccpt some oT tho most 
northern parts of* it. Vc^^otation was very materially afl'octed 
by this state of the weather. The small grains worn in abund- 
ance, and very good, but tho crops of hay were deficient, and 
Indian corn, hy tho frosts in August was almost lost. Uut for 
the inclemency of tho season, tho inhabitants were compensa- 
ted with a greater share of health than had ever been known 
since the settlement of the town. 

Those who arc in the habit of noting the ellects of tho varia- 
tions of the weather on tho human constitution will recollect 
that hot and dry summers aro uniformly unhealthy-— /lo/ and wet 
summers less so. — This season, which was cold and dnj was 
tho most healthy throughout the United States of any in the re- 
collection of tho oldest physicians. 



Anecdote oj Mrs. Spanlditifr, a dcsccndanl of Hie cthhraUd 

Mrs, Dushn, 

[Communicated by Adino N. Brackctt, Efcj. of Lancaster.] 

Tho first settlers of Northumberland, N. FI. were Tho'g 
Burnside and Daniel Spaulding, with their fanulios. They remov- 
ed there and took up a permanent residence, in June, 1767. 
Mr. lUirnsido had then a wile and three children ; 3Ir. Sj)uuld- 
ing a wifb and one cliild, Edward SpauUlin^, now a respectable 
inhabitant of Lancaster. In the course ol' thc^ir journey up, 
this child burnt hiniHelf atriyniouth so badly, as to bo unable 
to proceed. He was left, and his mother to lake rare of him, while 
his father, Capt. Spaulding, and Esq. Hurnside, (for they both 
afterwards horo these titles,) proceedcjd on their journey to 
Northumberland. Soon after they had leftMrH.Spniilding,sho be- 
came uneasy, and wished to join her husband ; she thereforij sot 
out with her child then twenty-one months old, to travel with him 
through a wilderness of 26 miles. It may be imagined she is a 
descendant of the celebrated Mrs. Duston who killed the Indians 
on the Merrimack ; sho is so in reality in the third degree. A 
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friend of her'sbad agreed to accompany her through with a horse; 
but al^er travelling about 9 miles, he led hei at a bouse and re* 
turned. Not to be discouraged even by this, she proceeded 
onward, and soon after leaving the house, she had to wade 
through Baker's river, which was then low, with her child in her 
arms. Thus she proceeded on till she got to the height of 
land ; here she met two men, to avoid whom she stepped out 
of the road ; but they discovered her, and used every argu- 
ment in their power to induce her to return, and among others, 
tf told her she must wade through part of a pond where there 
', was nothing to direct her. In tHe course of the afternoon a 
heavy thunder-gust passed over,and thoroughly wet both mother 
and child ; but she continued travelling, till the track could no ' 
longer be followed in consequence of the darkness, when she 
quietly seated herself by the side of a tree, leaning herself ft- 
gainst it, with her child in her lap, and there rested without 
sleep till morning. She was near the pond, and the loons and 
bull-frogs kept up a 4:ontinual croaking and screaming during 
the night. At early dawn she recommenced her journey, and 
Boon arrived at the pond, through part of which she waded 
waist high, but as good fortune would have it, she hit exactly 
the right path, and continued passing forward till she arrived at 
Oliverian river. "This," said she, in relating the story to the 
writer in August last," looked rapid and terrifying," being pro- 
bably raised by the shower of the preceding day ; but in 
she plunged and reached the opposite shore safely. She very 
soon after arrived at Judge Ladd's at 1 1 o'clock in the forenoon 
of the second day's journey. Here she met her husband with 
a horse, which he had brought for her accommodation. In 
wading through Baker's river, Mrs. Spaulding took off her shoes 
^ and stockings and did not put them on again till she arrived near 
Judge Ladd's. In an attempt to put her shoes on over her 
stockings, she failed, in consequence of her feet having swollen. 

This venerable matron is now living in Lancaster, at the age 
of 81, in the full possession of her mental faculties, and with 
great bodily vigor. 
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MEMOIR OF MATTHEW THORNTON. 8T 

BIOORAPUICAL SKETCH 
OP THE 

HONORABLE MATTHEW THORNTON, 

One of the New -Hampshire Delegates who signed the Declaration 

of Independence, 

It was with pleasure that we perceived a few years since 
that efforts were making to collect and preserve the Biograpy, 
of those who signed the Declaration of American Independence 
— of those who, in support of this Declaration, pledged to each 
other, tlieir lives, their fortunes , and their sacred honoi\ It is gen- 
erally known that three of the distinguished patriots who signed 
that important instrument, were inhabitants of this state, and 
were much distinguished for their patriotism and publick services 
during the revolutionary struggle. Of each of these, we pro- 
pose to give such biographical notices, as the materials we have 
collected will permit. 

The Honorable Matthew Thornton was a native of Ireland, 
where he was born about the year 1714. He emigrated to this 
country with his father and settled in the state of Connecticut, 
where he receiired an academical and medical education. Hav- 
ing acquired his medical profession, he came to New-Hampshire, 
and established himself at Londonderry where the sphere of his 
usefulness was very extensive. He was appointed A Justice of 
the Peace by his Excellency Benning Wentworth, and held 
the same office under his successor John Wentworth, and by the 
last was commissioned as Colonel of the militia. In 1775, when 
the British government was dissolved, and a provincial conven- 
tion was formed for temporary purposes, Colonel Thornton was 
elected their President. As the document drawn up by this 
convention, to whichthe name of Matthew Thornton is affixed, 
is seldom to be met with, we shall here introduce it from a copy 
found among the papers of President Weare. 
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. IN PROVINCIAL CONGRESS, 

Exeter y June 2, 1775. 
Th the Inkahilanis of the Colony of New-Hampshire, 

FRIENDS AND BRETHREN, 

You must all be sensible that the affairs of America have at 
length come to a very affecting and alarming crisis. — The horrors 
and Distresses of a Civil War, which, till of late, we only had 
in contemplation, we now find ourselves obliged to realize. Pain 
ful,'^beyond expression, have been xhoselScenes of hlood and devas* 
tation, which the barbarous cruelty of British troops have placed 
before our eyes. Duty to GOD — to ourselves — to Posterity — en- 
forced by the cries of slang hi cred Innocents ^ have urged us to 
take up arms in our own defence. Such a day as this, was never 
before known, either to us or to our Fathers. You will give us 
leave, therefore, in whom you have reposed special confidence as 
your representative body, to suggest a {evr things, which call for 
the serious attention of every one, who has the true interest of 
America at Heart. We would therefore recommend to the col- 
ony at large to cultivate that christian Union, Harmony and tender 
affection,which is the only foundation upon which our invaluable 
privileges can rest, with any security ; or our pubJick measures be 
pursued with the least prospect of success. 

We also recommend that a strict and inviolable regard be paid 
to the wise and judicious councils of the late American CON- 
GRESS : and particularly, considering that the experience of al- 
most every day points out to us, the danger arising from the col- 
lection and movements of bodies of men, who, notwithstanding, 
we willingly hope would promote the common cause, and 
^erve the interest of their country ; yet are in danger of pursuing 
a track, which may cross the general plan ^ and so disconcert those 
publick measures, which we view as of the greatest importance ; 
we must in the most express and urgent terms, recommend it, that 
there may be no movements of this nature, but by the direction 
of the Commitees of the respective towns or counties ; and those 
Committees at the same time, advising with this Congress ox with 
the Committee of Safety, in the recess of Congress, where the 
exigence of the case is not plainly too pressing to leave room 
for such advice. 

We further recommend, that the most industrious attention be 
paid to the cultivation of Lands and American Manufactures in 
their various branches-«r-especially the Linen and Woollen ; and 
that the husbandry might be particularly managed with a view 
thereto-— accordingly, that the Farmer raise flax, and increase his 
fiock of sheep, to the extent of his ability. 

We further recommen^l a serious and steady regard to the rules 
of temperance, sobriety and rigMeousness^-^nd that those Laws, 
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which have heretofore been oar security and defence from the . 
hand of violence, may still answer all their former valuable pur- 
poses, though persons ^of vicious and corrupt minds, would willing- 
fj take advantage from our present situation. . 

In a word — We seriously and earnecdly recommend the practice 
of that pure and undefiled reHgion, which embiilmed the memory 
of our pious ance6tors,as that alone,upon which we can build a solid 
hope and confidence in the Divine protection and /ovovr, without 
whose blessings all the measures of safety we have, or can propose* 
will end in our shame and disappointment. 

MATTHEW THORNTON. President. 

The next year, on the 12th September, Colonel Thornton was 
chosen a delegate to the Continental Congress.and took his seat 
on the 4th November following. Though not present when the 
Declaration passed that illustrious body, he acceded to it on his 
becoming a member, and his signature stands among the Fifty- 
Six worthies who have immortalized their names by that memo- 
rable act. 

About the year 1776, he was appointed a Judge of the Supe- 
rior Court of New-Hampshire, in which office he remained till 
1782. He had previously received the appointment of Chief 
Justice of the Court of Common Pleas. 

Near the close of the year 1779, he removed to Exeter, and 
in 1780, he purchased the Colonel Lutwyche farm, pleasantly 
situated on the banks of the Merrimack, to which he removed 
in this or the succeeding year. Here he entered on the business 
of agriculture in connexion with his other diversified occupa- 
tions. As he was somewhat advanced in life, he relinquished in 
a great measure the practice of medicine, but whenever his 
professional services were required he cheerfully granted them, 
and they were at all times highly appreciated. In the municipal 
affairs of the town he took an interest, and was several years 
chosen one of the selectmen. He was also elected a member 
of the General Court one or two years. He was chosen one of 
the Senators in the State Legislature, and served as a member 
of the Council in 1785, under President Langdon. 

Of the distinguishing traits in his character we are not pre- 
pared to give a particular account. Those who personally knew 
him are better able to delineate them. We are informed from 
good authority that he was a man of strong powers of mind; — 
that he was capable of abstruse speculation, and that on any 
subject to which he directed his attention, he would elicit light 
and information. In private life he was one of the roost com- 
panionable of men. The young and the old were alike sharers 
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in the agreeable versatility of his powers — in the inexhaustible 
atock of information which a long and industrious life had ac« 
cumulated. His memory was well stored with a large fund of 
entertaining and instructive anecdotes, which he could apply 
upon any incident or subject of conversation. 

Judge Thornton wrote political essays for the newspapers aAer 
he was eighty years of a^e, and about this period of bis life, 
prepared for the press a metaphysical work, entitled Para^^ 
LfOaly or the origin of the Evil, called Sin, cxamitied^ 6^c* As this 
work was never published, it may be interesting to the reader to 
see a specimen of it, which will be given in a note. 

Judge Thornton died at Newburyport, in Ma^ssachusetts^while 
on a visit, on the twenty-fourth of June, 1803, in the 89th year 
of his age, and was interred on the succeeding sabbath at Mer* 
rimack. The following summary notice of his character is fur- 
nished from the MS. Sermon of Rev. Dr. Burnap, delivered 
^hly 3d, tlie sabbath after his interment. '^You were, on the 
last Lord's day, called to follow to the grave and deposit in the 
dust, the remains of a man venerable for his age and skill in hia 
profession — and fur the several very important and honorable 
offices he had sustained; — noted for the knowledge he had ac<« 
quired^and his quick penetration into matters of abstruse specu- 
lation; — exemplary fur his regard to the public institutions of 
religion, and for his constancy in attending the public worshipi 
where he trod the courts of the house of God with steps totter* 
ingwith age and infirmity." Such is a brief outline of one who 
wa^ honored in his day and generation; *-whose virtues were ^ 
model for imitation, and while memory dues her office will b^ 
had in grateful recollection." 

Judge Thornton left two sons and several daughters. Jamea 
Thornton, Esq. his eldest son, was a representative from Merri* 
mack to the General Court several years, and died in July,lSl7, 
aged 53. Matthew Thornton graduated at Dartmouth College 
in 1797; was admitted to the practice of law, and died at Itter* 
rimack, December 5, 1304, aged 33 years. 

*Tiic whole title of the work, which is rathnr singular, is as 
fallows— "Pakadisr Lost ; or tho Origin of the Evil, called. Sin, 
ek^mineJ ; or how it ever did or ever can come to pass, that a 
creature should or could do any thing, unfit or improper, for that 
creature to do; or how it ever did, or. ever can come to pass, that 
a creature should or could omit, or leave undone what that crea* 
lure oucrht to have done, or was fit and proper for that creature to 
Ao\ or bow it ever was, or catf be possible for a creature to dif» 
l^ease the Creator in Thought, Wdrd or Actkm." 
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NoTB. — 'This leads me to shew in what Free Agentj in creap 
tures consists. Free accountable agency in creatures, cbnanto 
in certain powers and faculties delegated by the Creator to the 
creature. 

1. An internal power of self motion* or a power to move any 
part, or the whole body by a thought, or to bring it to rest when in 
motion by the same power. 

2. Wisdom lo distinguish between good and evil thoughts, 
words and actions, and to know what is lit and proper to think| 
speaic, act, and what is unfit and improper. 

3. A power to choose whether it will think, speak and act 
what it is fit and proper for it (o think, speak, act, or what is un- 
fit and improper. 

Finally — a power to think, speak and act agreeably to its choice. 

The Creator has also placed iu every free aocouutahic agent to 
whom he has given common sense (and none but such can l)a 
accountable ) a desire of happiness, and from this arises a \^h 
to be happy, ai)d a fear that he may be miserable. And this de- 
sire of happiness, and this hope and fear, are what are called the 
passions of the human soui. And hope or fear 0j)crates and 
influences the choice ; and which soever it is, the intention is 
the happiness of the chooser. . For no rational being, exercising 
reason, can choose lo be miserable. And when the choice is gov- 
erned by all the reason and experience the crt^aturu has, or had 
it in his power to have— if the choice does not make him happy 
immediately, it will finally end in happiness. But if the choice 
is made from either hope or fear, without exercising reason, it 
may and often does end in misery of the creature. 

There are sundry kinds of free agents and various degrees of 
every kind. The waters of the rivers, ponds, lakes and seas teem 
with living creatures. The earth and the air are full of the won* 
ders of creating wisdom, power and goodness. And every crea« 
ture to whom the Creator has given life is a fteo agent in a lower 
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proppr to support itself and its young, and how to collect it and 
to provide stores for the winter, where the climate requires it. ' 
They fear an enemy: self defence is implanted in their natures, " 
And the domestic animals love and fear their masters. And yet It 
is not probable the Creator will ever call any of these to give an - 
account why they did, or did nut do any action. IVrst^ becanse 
I hey do not know that the Creator exists, and that they exist bjf 
and from him, nor can they reason from seen and made to an nci-i 
seen Maker. Secondly^ They are not capable to understand any 
law but the law within them. And when they deviate in the 
least from that internal law, their punishment immediately eouK ' 
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mencesy tiiid is commensurate to their deviation. It is therefore 
unreasonable to believe they have any other account to give, than 
what they suffer in consequence of their mistakes. Hence it is 
evident that any, and every creature^ that the Creator will call to 
give an account why they did not think,speak and act, any thought, 
word, or action, must be possessed of the powers and faculties 
that have been mentioned, and opportunities to exercise them. 
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OF 

GENERAL JOHN STARK 



<f 



On martial ground, the school of heroes taught^ 
He studied battles, vrliere campaigns were fought^ 
By valor led, he traced each scene of fame, 
Where war had left no spot without a name« 
Great by resolve, yet by example warned,. 
Himself the model of his glory ibrmedV 



.John Stark was born at Londonderry, in New* Hampshire^ 
on the 17th of August, 1728, old style, corresponding with the 
S8th, new style. His father was a native of Dunbarton in Scot- 
land^ and received a liberal education at the university of £din* 
burgh — ^married a wife in the north of Ireland, and emigrated 
to America at an early period of the last century. He made 
his first settlement in Londonderry, but soon after removed ta 
Derryfield (now Manchester) and settled on a pleasant and fer- 
tile eminence a little east of the river Merrimack, and near Amos- 
keag falls. To his children,though a man of education and good 
feelings, Mr. Stark was not able to extend the advantages be had 
enjoyed. It was a period of hardships and toil, the exertions of 
the settlers scQuring to them little more than their daily wants, 
aud providing the means of defence against their savage ene- 
mies. John Stark, and his elder brother William, as they grew 
iajrears, were employed upon the farm, and at certain seasons 
of the year in' hunting. In this employmient the bold and daring 
genius of the future warrior was oflen displayed, and in such em* 
.ployments hb constitution, naturally firm and vigorous, became 
itill stronger and capable of enduring the greatest fatigue. 
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bn tlid'28th of April, 1752, John Stark, then 23 years of age^ 
was out on d htiilting expedition near Baker's river In Ruroney, 
in company with Amos Eastman of Penacook [Concord,] David 
Stinson of Londonderry, and William Stark, his brother. As. 
the Indians had till then been friendly, and exhibited no signs of 
hostility, they placed great confidence in their friendship. On 
the evening of this day, however, they decoyed and made a 
prisoner of John, and on the following morning took Eastman. 
Slinson and William Stark, attempting to escape, were fired up* 
on : Stinson fell, was killed, scalped and stripped of his wearing 
mpparel. William made his escape.^ This was the first act of 
hostility and the commencement of the old French and Indian 
war. The party crossed the Connecticut, and were received 
with their prisoners, with great parade, at their village on the St. 

*The following document is found among other papers relating 
to Indian affairs in the files at the office of the Secretary of State : 

'* Amos Eastman of Penacook, and John Stark of Starks- 
town, [Dunbarton] both in the province of New-Hampshire, of 
lawful age, testify and say : That on the 2Sth day of April, 1752, 
they were in company with WilliamStark of Starkstown^andDavid 
Stinsonof Londonderry, on one of the branches of Pemigewas- 
set river, about eighteen miles from Stevenstown, [Salisbury] and 
that on the same day towards night the Indians captivated the 
said John, and the nedkt morning soon af\er break of day, 
captivated the said Amos, and fired on David Stinson and William 
Stark ; killed; scalped and stripped the said David ; (and the 
said Willi iam made his escape^ and carried the deponents both to 
Canada, who did not return till the sixth day of August then next. 

That the stuff the Indians then took from the deponents and 
their company, was of the value of five hundred and sixty pounds 
at the least, old tenor, for which they have no restitution. That 
the said Amos was sold to the French, and for his redemption 
paid sixty dollars to his master, beside all his expense of getting 
home. That the said John Stark purchased his redemption of the 
Indians, for which he paid one hundred and three dollars besides 
ail his expenses getting home. 

That there were ten Indians in company who captivated the 
deponents, and lived at St. Francois — They often told the de- 
ponents it was not peace. One Francis Titigaw was the chief of 
the scout. There was in their scout one named Peer — they call- 
ed a young sagamore that belonged to St. Francois.'* 

' The deponents made oath to the preceding at Penacook, May 
23, 1754, before Joseph Blanchard, Esq. one of his Majesty's 
Justices of the peace. 
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Francois rirer. tt is a singular (rait in the ^ondoct of the 

Indiaas, that however cruel and ferocious the/ are in conflict-^ 
they generally treat their pri:ioners with lenity, and, if men of 
eourave, with humanity and respect. The lodiaps of Francofs 
immediately discovered in young Stark, the crharacler of a bold 
and undaunted warrior ; his mien and his courage pleased them, 
and they treated him with the greatest respect— initialed him 
into the family of their deceased chief — gave him the widow 
for his mother, and ofieredhim her daughter in marriage. To 
the last days of his life, Stark used to relate with much humor 
the little incidents of his stay with the Indians. He remained 
with them about three months, aiid used to say he experienced 
more kindness from them than he ever knew prisoners of war 
lo receive from any civilized nation. lie was ransomed by a 
AJr. Wheelwright of Boston, and returned borne by the way 
ef Albany. 

Not lung after his return from captivity, upon a report that 
the French had entered Coos, and were erecting fortifications 
CO our lines, the colony appointed a committee to repair thither 
and ascertain its truth. Stark received an ensign^s commission^ 
and went as pilot to conduct the committee. The report wav 
without foundation. The colony, however, were soon obliged 
to raise troops for their own defence; and a company of rangers 
was raised, of which Robert Rogers was commissioned captain^ 
and John Stark, lieutenant. Other coippanies of rangers were 
f^ised, and Rogers being advanced, Stark took command of hia 
company. His daring courage and consummate prudence short- 
ly made him known to Lord Howe, whose confidence and friend- 
riiip he enjoyed until the death of that nobleman, in the act of 

In a memorial presented by William Stark, Amos Eastman 
and John Stark, to Governor Wentworth, in 1754, they say that 
they gave no offence to the Indians. — that ihcy **had it in their pow- 
er to destroy them or defeat their enterprizc, but esteeming it a 
time of peace with all the Indians who own themselves the sah« 
jectsof the French king, free from expectation of any hostilities 
being committed against them, peaceably applied lliem;ielves to 
^heir business till ambushed by the Indians^ who killed, scalped, 
and stripped David Slinson one of their companv, captivated the 
aforesaid John and Amos, and shot at the said William who ea- 
caped — carried the said captives to Canada, and at the same time 
took the goods and effects of your memorialists, and said David. 
Stinson in company, of the value of five hundred and sixty pouada 
at the least, old tenor/' 
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Btorming the French lines at Ticondcroga, cot asander the con*> 
nectiun.* No service could be better calculated to inure men 
to fmrdfchip, dnnger and constnnt vigilance than this ; for tho 
Britii-h army were afraid tt) move without the walls of their en- 
trenchments, without rangers to guard their flanks and rear. 
the rangers were also frequently detached in scouts, and had 
numerous skirmishes with the Indians hovering about the en* 
campments. Stark did not sheath his sword, until the invading 
cnc«ny were compelled to quit the^ country and sue for peace. 
Curing the whole of this sanguinary contest, he was found cau- 
tious on a march, vigilant in camp, and undaunted in battle : 
and it was probably owing to the experience he here acquired, 
fhat invariable success atended, so far as he was concerned, hia 
battles in the subsequent revolution which separated these states 
£rom Britain. 

At the close of the French war, he returned to his father^a 
house at Derryfield, was soon after married with a Miss l^aofe, 
daughter of Cnpt. Caleb Pflge, one of tho first settlers of Dun- 
barton ; and continued in the enjoyment of domestic life^and the 
cultivation of his farm,until the report of the battle of Lexington 
spread like unelectrick shock through the country. When it wns 
told in Bedford, Goffstown and Litchfield (towns adjoining Dcrry- 
fiekJ) thai a battle had been fought — that the " regulars" were 
driving all before them, and were within a few miles, — the fetr 
that first rallied despatched a messenger to Stark, desiring him to 
Jead ihem on to the defence of their country.' He was found at 
w/ork in his saw-mill at Amoskeng falls. On being told of the 
wanton att4ick ufthe British, he instantly stopped his mill and re- 
paired to his house, took his musket, and three dollars in his 
pocket, and without any coat^ that he might not be encumberedp 
he sat out to meet the little band of heroes who had assembled 
^t the iirst signal of alarm, and who like that of Lconidas, were 
resolved to conquer or die. They proceeded onward from towij 
to town, expecting at every step to see the enemy, for the in- 
Airmation was the same — every one told them ihey soon expec- 
ted the '^ regulars" upon them. Their numbers increased as 



* This attack ivns made on the 5th July, 1758, *'and proved 
unsuccfssfut, all he expense of UH}8 regulars and 334 provin- 
cial:), who were either killed or taken." Amon^ those who fell, 
none was more lamented than L<ird Viscount Howe, to whose 
services and military virtues the General Court of Mass. paid an 
honorable tribute by causing a mooument U> be erected lo bii 
mcjDory^ia WeslA^instcr Abbey. 
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they advanced, till they arrived the next morning at Lexington, 
where they saw small limhs cut from a tree by musket-balls, the 
first evidence they received more than the report at first heard. 

AAer learning the particulars of the afiair of Lexington, Stark 
with his groupe of heroes of the woods, more than a thousand 
in number, who had left their families at a moment's notice to 
devote themselves to their country — proceeded to Cambridge, 
and presented himself before the committee of Safety for Massar 
chusetts. He was received with much joy, and the whole coun- 
try resounded with his praise. The morning afler his arrival at 
Cambridge, Stark received a colonel's commission, with enlist- 
ing orders ; and in less than two hours he enlisted eight hun- 
dred men ! 

Stark, in accepting a commission under Massachusetts, made 
the condition that if New-Hampshire should agree to join in 
raising her proportion of troops for general defence, this regi- 
ment should be considered as a part. New-Hampshire agreed^ 
to furnish her proportion. There was at this period a portion 
of the secret poison of toryisra still lurking in the councils of 
this state ; and some were displeased with Stark for going for- 
ward as a leader of her citizens in another state, and taking a 
commission without consulting their pleasure. They sent an 
express to Stark to come to Exeter. Large bets were staked 
between those acquainted with him and those who were not, 
respecting his daring to appear at B^eter. But he was there 
without loss of time, and presented himself before the legisla- 
tive body, much to the confusion of some of its members. * 
They employed themselves in business of little moment for houra 
after Stark's arrival, till at length, his patience tiring, he arose 
;aad addressed the Speaker, telling him if he had any business 
with him, it was necessary he should attend to it immediately, 
fjor his regiment required his attention at Cambridge. '' Luck! " 
Bays -the Speaker, '^ I had forgotten all about it. We have a- 
greed to raise three regiments, and have appointed Folsom to 
command the first, and appointed him brigadier general — Poor, 
bia lieutenant-colonel, and you to command the second regi- 
ment." Stark coolly enquired " if they had any way of mak- 
ing a child that was born to-day, older than one that was born 
six weeks ago ?" No answer being given, he left the House. 
They sent a committee ai\er him, to prevail on him to come 
back ; but in vain. He told the committee '^ that if they could 
not arrange the business he would bring a committee in three 
days that wocM do it effectually." The committee made re- 
port, and Stark was appointed to command the first regiment ! 
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On the memorable seventeenth of June, 1775, the British 
•ferst felt the destructive fire of the backwoodsmen of New- 
Hampshire. They were undisciplined^ they never had been 
taught to move like machines; yet they were not strangers to 
danger, or ignorant of the advantages of coolness and intrepid* 
ity. Gen. Putnam had the nominal command on this occasiont 
but was not personally engaged during the contest. On the 
evening previous, he sent a party to raise a redoubt on Bunker^t 
Hill, hot through some misunderstanding they went tO| Brttdh 
Hill. Two hundred of these men werb detached from the regi* 
ment of Col. Stark. A redoubt was thrown up in the course of 
the night, but it was so unskilfully done, that they would have 
been better without it. It was a square redoubt, the curtains of 
which were about 60 or 70 feet in extent, with an intrenchmeni, 
or breast-wprk, extending 50 or 60 feet from the north Ungle to* 
wards Mystick river. It was raised about 6 'or 7 feet, with a 
level on the top of about eight feet wide upon the sOmmit of th» 
hill;, so that it made a complete covering for the British troops 
as they ieiscended the hill—for the musquetry within the redoubt 
could not be made to bear upon them unless the soldiers stood 
upon the top of the mound. General Stark always called it a 
Pound, from its nearer resemblance of that than a fortifica« 
tioB. 

Stark's regiment was quartered at Medford, about four miles 
distant from the anticipated point of attack. It then consisted of 
thirteen companies, and was probably the largest regiment in the 
army. Early in the morning of the 17th, Stark had detached 
. 300 men, under Wyman, his lieutenant colonel, and himself with 
' his major went forward to view the Pound. Soon ader their 
arrival, the British began to play upon them from Boston. Stark 
saw his whole regiment would be wanted^ and immediately re- 
turned to his encampment. In returning they found Wyman 
Vith his party in the valley between Winter and Plowed hills, 
lying down to rest: they were again put in motion, but went to 
the right, where Stark saw no more of them until aAer the action. 
Stark now prepared with all possible expedition to take the re* 
mainder of his regiment to the scene of action. The regiment 
being destitute of ammunition, it was formed in front of a house 
occupied as an arsenal, where each man received a gill-cup full 
of powder, fifteen balls and one flint. After the best prepara- 
tions possible the regiment proceeded towards Charlestowa 
Neck. Capt.Dearborn (afterwards Major43eneral) commanded 
a eoasfMiiiy in dank, and marching beside CoL Stark, eu gg e s ttd 

IS 
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to hfm the propriety of quickening their steps. '^Dearborn/' 
•aid the colonel, *^one fresh man in action is worth ten fatigued 
ones," and continued to advance in the same cool and collected 
manner. Stark was now joined by his 200 men who had borne 
(heir part of the fatigue of the night, and took his station on the 
teft of the Pound^ between that and Mystick river. 

. Soon ailer the enemy was discovered to have landed on the 
•hore of Morton's point in front of Breed's Hill, under cover of 
a tremendous fire of shot and shells from a battery on Copp'a 
Hill, in Boston, which had opened oh the redoubt at day break. 
Major-general Howe, and brigadier general Pigot, were the 
eommanders of the British forces which first landed, consisting 
of four battalions of infantry, ten companies of grenadiers, aod 
ten of light infantry, with a train of field artillery. They form- 
ed as they disembarked, but remained in that position^ until they 
Vere reinforced by another detachment. 

At this moment the veteran and gallant Stark harangued hifl 
regiment in a short but animated address; then directed them to 
give three cheers, and make a rapid movement to the rail fence 
which ran from the left, and about 40 yards in the rear of the 
redoubt towards Mystick river. Part of the grass having been 
recently cut, lay in ^ winrows and cocks on the field. Another 
fence was taken up — the rails run through the one in front, and 
the hay, mown in the vicinity, suspended upon them from the 
bottom to the top, which had the appearance of a breast work, 
kat was in fact no real covering to the men; it however served 
as a deception on the enemy. 

TEie efiect produced by the men behind the hay battery is wefl 
known and can never be forgotten. Twice the sons of freedom 
silenced the fire of the myrmidons of Britain; and fain would 
(hey have pursued them; but their colonel^had witnessed such 
scenes before. He kept the whole ground in view, and foresaw 
the fate of the Pound. Added to this, their ammunition was 
expended, and they had but few bayonets. Shortly after, the 
Pound falling into the hands of the enemy, they were very rea- 
dy to obey the orders for retreat. Stark was the last who left 
Che ground, and lost but one man killed. The enemy's loss was 
about 1,200. 

, After the evacuation of Boston, Stark went to the aorthem 
^ella with Ck»a. Gates; but did not go into Canada, for he had 
a pji sae^ the eiEpaditioa of Meotgonnfyi^th ail4iisfeasooiiif 
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Powers. Gen. Gates and Col. Stark had fong been upon tbf. 
intimate terms of brothers; they commonly addressed each other 
by their given names — they had both been taught the art of war 
in the same school, and their mode of warfare was the same. 
Neither had been accustomed to defeat. The study of these 
plain men was to vanquish their enemies. A fine cocked hatyOr 
a pretty coat, the soldier's strut, or an elegant horse, bore but 
little weight on their minds. 

Stsftk was not less in the council than in the field. 

In the fall of 1776^ a small party of the British came up the 
Lake before Ticonderoga to take the soundings of the depth of 
the water. From the prospect of attack, Gates summoned a 
council of war. There were no officers who had been in actual 
service except Gates and Stark. Gates took Stark aside, and 
the following dialogue ensued: 

Gates, What do you think of it, John ? 

Stark, i think if they come, we must fight them. 

Gates. Fsho, John! Tell me what your opinion is seriously. 

Stark, My opinion is, that they will not fire a shot against 
this place this season; but whoever is here next, must look 
out. 

They returned to the council, and Gates told what Stark had 
said — that there would not be a shot fired against them at that 
time. This being the first doubt suggested of an immediate at- 
tack, it produced much surprise — many offered to lay bets of it. 
Stark gave his reasons, that it was so near the time of year 
when the Lake would be frozen, that their survey of the Lake 
could only be in preparation for another season — for they would 
never make an attack upon Ticonderoga at a time when, if suo 
cessful, they could not immediately pursue the advantages of 
their victory. This proved to be the case. 

Soon after this, Washington ordered Stark to join him in 
Pennsylvania; and about the time of his arrival, the former be- 
gan to contemplate his attack on Trenton. On the 24th of 
December, 1776, he called a council. Stark was not present at 
the first of the meeting; but when he arrived, Washington in- 
formed him of the business of the council, viz. To take into 
consideration the best mode to be pursued under existing cir* 
emnstaiices. Stark said-^— ''Your men hftve long been aoeii»- 
tomedto place dependance upon spades, pi«knaxes and koes ftr 
safety; but if you ever mean to estaiish^ ii^ctopenden^# tff tMb 
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United States, you must teach them to put confidence in theijr 
fire arms." Washington answered, '^That is what we have 
tgreedupon: we are to march to-morrow to the attack of Tren- 
ton: you are to take command of the right wing of the advanced 
guard, and Gen. Greene the left." Stark observed, he could 
not have been better suited. Here it may be proper to nQtice 
an event not generally understood, the particulars of which 
were related at the funeral of the deceased general, by a com- 
panion in arms then present. It is well known that just preViouA 
to this important action, the American army was on the point of 
being broken up by suffering, desertion, and the expiration of 
the term of enlistment of a great portion of the troops. A few 
days previous, the terra of the New-Hampshire troops expired^ 
Stwk was the first to propose a re-engagement of six weeks* 
He, for the moment, leflt his station as commander, and engag- 
ed as recruiting officer: and not a roanfailed to re-engage. He 
led the van of the attack — and the result corresponded with the 
hopes of the nation.* Seven days after he was with Washing- 
ton at Trenton, when Lord Cornwallis with 12,000 men nearly 
henuned them in. By consummate address the impending fate 
of the Americans was avoided — Washington fell on the enemy'» 
rear at Princeton, and so broke up the British plans, that the en- 
feebled American army was enabled in turn to hem up the Brit- 
ish in the environs of New-York. 

At the close of the campaign. Stark returned to New-Hamp- 
shire upon parole. On his arrival he ascertained the truth of a 
report that had reached him before, he left the army, that Con* 
gresM had degraded him by the appointment of Col. Poor, as a 
Brigadier^ He went immediately to Exeter, where the Legisla- 
ture was then sitting, and asked a resignation. They endeav- 
ored to dissuade him from his purpose, but in vain. He told 
them that ^^an officer who would not stand for his rank, would 
not fight for his country." . However, he engaged, should an at- 
tack be made upon New-Hampshire,to hold himself in readiness 
for its defence. He informed them of the dangerous situa- 
tion of Ticonderoga, and retired to bis farm as a private citi- 
izen. 



*Of the enemy 50 were killed and 918 made prisoners, among 
whom were 30 eommissioned officers i 6 brass cannon, 1200 smaO 
«rms, 7 standards, and other trophies, were also tak«ii. Of the 
AvMricans not motf^ th^n SO were killed a^^ wounded. 
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In 1777, the ovenrbelming force of Burgoyne^drove the A- 
mericans from their strong post at Ticonderoga, and universal 
alarm prevailed in tho north. Burgoyue, presuming that no 
more effisctual oppositioa would be made^ flattered himself Chat 
be might push on without much annoyance. His army was led 
by accomplished and experienced oflicers ; it was furnished 
with a formidable train of brass artillery, and with all the appa- 
ratus, stores and equipments which the nature of the service 
required, and which the art of man had invented. Veteran 
corps of the best troops of Britain and Germany formed the 
greater part of this dreaded army, while Canadians and Ameri- 
can loyalists furnished it with spies, scouts and rangers, and a 
numerous array of savages, in their own dress and weapons, 
aed with characteristick ferocity, increased the terrors of its 
approach. It numbered, according to common estimation, ten 
thousand strong, including every description of force ; an ar- 
my, which, considering the theatre of action, was equal to ten 
times that number in the ordinary wars of Europe. 

Flushed with a confidence of his superior power, and deceiv- 
ed with the opinion that the friends of the British cause among 
the Americans were as five to one opposed — Burgoyne des- 
patched Col. Baum (a German officer) with a party of 1500 
men, upon a most roroantick expedition. ' His instructions, 
which fell. into the hands of General Stark, and he communica- 
ed, discovered the object of the expedition, and the route the 
Colonel was to. take ; he was instructed ^* To proceed through 
the New-Hampshire GnjmtSy cross the mountains^ scour the country 
%nth Petefs corps ofJhries and the Indians, from Rockingham to Ot* 
ter-creeky to get horses, carriages and calile, and mourU ReidesePs^ 
regiment of dragoon^Sy to go down Connecticut river as far as Brat" 
tieborough, and return by the great road to Albany, there to mee$ 
General Burgoyne, to endeavour to make the country believe it was 
the advanced body of the GeneraPs ai*n\y, who was to cross Conne'c' 
ticut nver and proceed to Boston ; and that at Springfield they were 
to be Joined by the troops from Rhode Island, All officers, dvil and 
nUlitary, acting under the Congress, were to be made pinsoners,--^ 
To tax the towns where they halted, and with such articles as they 
wanted, and take hostages for the performance^ Sfc,^^ 

By the tenor of this commission it appears that the British 
General 4hought his proclamation at Boquet had produced won- 
derful e$9Ct8 ; that it bad struck a general panick through the 
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Stateai and quelled all opposition j and that it was now only 
for his troops to move at his command^ and the conquest was 
obtained. 

At this critical moment when the calamities of war were im- 
pending, and the fate of the struggle seemed about to be decid* 
ed, — the legislature of New-Hampshire called upon Stark to 
lead their militia against the invader. Although he was ready 
to obey the call, yet he refused to submit to the humiliating con* 
sideration of serving under officers whom he had commanded, 
and who as he conceived, had been unjustly promoted. The 
legislature, unwilling to lose his services, and the peril of their 
situation admitting no delay, concluded to give him an indepen- 
dent command and discretionary orders, to act in New-Hamp- 
shire, or push forward beyond the line of the State, as he might 
think best, to arrest the progress of the enemy. -Number Four 
(Charlestown) on Connecticut river was his place of rendez- 
vous. The citizens rushed to the confines of the State with the 
same alacrity they did at the alarm of the battle of Lexington^ 
to speak to the enemy at the muzzles of their muskets, and for- 
bid their polluting with their feet the land of freedom. 

Scarce had he arrived at his place of .rendezvous when the 
Green Mountaineers invited him to come to them, join his little 
force to theirs, and lead them against the common enemy, who 
they were in daily expectation would attempt to pass that part of 
the country. He sent one hundred men to the heights between 
Number Four and Ticonderoga to observe the motions of Bur- 
goyne — sent off immediately to the town of Manchester, twenty- 
two miles north-east from Bennington, such of his men as ha<l 
Arrived amounting to four or five hundred, and followed himself 
very soon, leaving orders for others to come as fast as they 
jBhould arrive. 

He found the advantage of his independent command immed- 
iately upon his arrival at Manchester, for the packs of his men 
were paraded as for a majch. He enquired for the cause,and was 
informed Gen. Lincoln had been there and had ordered them off 
io the Sprouts, at the mouth of Mohawk river. He sought for, 
and found Lincoln, and demanded of him his authority for un- 
dertaking the command of his men . Lincoln said it was by 
order of Gen. Schuyler. Stark desired him to tell Gen. Sehul- 
er that he considered himself adequate to the command of hie 
own men, and gave him copies of his commission and orders. 



MEMOIR OF GENERAL STARK. 109 

The matter was brought before congress, and on the 19tii 
July they resolved, '^ that the council of New-Hachpshire be in- 
formed that the instructions which Gen; Stark says he has re- 
ceived from them, are destructive of military subordination and 
highly prejudicial to the common cause at this crisis ; and that 
therefore they be desired to instruct Gen. Stark to conform 
himself to the same rules which ^her general officers of the 
militia are subject to, whenever they are called out at the ex- 
pense of the United States." Before the passage' of this re- 
solve, however, Gen. Schuyler had opened a correspondence 
with Stark, and endeavored to prevail on him to come to the 
Sprouts. The latter gave him a detail of his intended opera- 
tions, viz. to fall upon the rear of Burgoyne, to harrass and cut 
off his supplies. Gen. Schuyler approved the plan and offered 
to furnish him with five or six hundred men more to carry it in* 
to execution. After a few days tarry at Manchester, he pro- 
ceeded to Bennington. While he was making arrangements to 
execute his plan, on the 14th of August a woman came to him 
as an express from the town of Cambrige, (10 miles north-west 
from Bennington, in the state of New- York) informing him that 
two hundred Indians had come in there that morning ; and in a 
few hours another came from the same place (for it was not 
safe for men to travel at that time) who informed that fifteen 
hundred Hessians and Tories had arrived since the Indians* 
There was a quantity of flour at some mills a few miles towards 
Cambrige from where he lay : he supposed the flour was their 
object, and ho sent oflT a party immediately for its security, fol- 
lowing himself with what force he had as soon as possible. 

Just before night he met Colonel Baum, at the head of his 
Hessians, Tories and Indians, on a branch of the river Hoosick. 
Stark's numbers were but little mere than half those of Baum, 
haying lessened them considerably by sending one party for 
arms, another for beef cattle, &c. However, he made the best 
' pbow he could with the few men he had, by spreading them out 
in a single file, and by displaying the greatest number in the 
most sightly situation. They both halted and looked at each 
other till dark ; when stark fell back to his encampment leflt in 
the morning, bat kept patroles going all night, by which he found 
that Baum was throwing up a breast-work. In the morning, 
Stark made his disposition for attacking Baum in front and 
rear ; by sending two flanking parties, one on the right and the 
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other on the Mi, to meet in his rear and begin the attack, while 
he should show him Yankee's play in front. Not many min- 
utes after the two parties had marched,it began to rain violently | 
and they came- back to the main body, and all returned again t6 
their encampment. In the course of the following night they 
received some reinforcements : the most remarkable of these 
was a minister from Berkshire, who appeared the temporal as 
well as spiritual leader of his people. Although they had a 
military commander, the minister had to be their organ. He 
came to the commanding officer, and addressed him in the fol* 
lowing strain : " We, the people of Berkshire, have been fre- 
quently called on to fight, but have not been permitted. .We 
have now resolved, if you will not let us fight, never to turn 
out again.^' The General asked him if he wished to go at that 
time, when it was dark and rained. "No," "Then," continued 
Stark, " if the Lord should give us sunshine again, if I do not 
give you fighting enough, I will never ask you to come again." 

. The next morning he made the same disposition of his men 
that he had done the day before, and they marched off with fair 
weather land the spirits of freemen determined to live free . 

When the two flanking partiies approached near each other 
in the rear of the enemy, the Indians, ever on the alert, perceiv- 
.ed the situation they were in, and made their escape in a single 
file between the two parties, accompanied with their horrid yells 
and the jingling of cowbells. The parties closed in upon the 
rear, and Stark himself in the front : the contest for a short time 
was desperate, particularly at the Tories' breastwork. Although 
Baum had nearly twice the number (principally veteran troops) 
defended by this breastwork, bis mercenaries could not stand 
surrounded by this band of patriots : they grounded their arms 
and surrendered at discretion. The action being of short du* 
ration, the loss was not great on either side. The Hessians 
he treated with all the civilities of prisoners of war ; but the To- 
ries he considered as traitors, and distinguished them as such ; 
fie ordered them (two hundred in number) to be tied in pairs^ . 
and those pairs connected together by a rope, the end of which 
was fastened to an old horse's tail, and q postillion mounted on 
him to load them off. The Ladies of Bennington dismantled 
their beds to furnish cords for this purpose, and rendered many 
other services, invigorated by the same spirit that acuated the 
oonquerors. 
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About six o'clock in the afiernoon another party .oftbo enemjT 
appeared^ nearly equal to the first, under the command of Col* 
Breyman, intended as a reinforcement to Baoro. Stark waajoiol 
under very favorable circumstancee for a second engagemei)ty 
having been under the necessity of detaching a largo portion of 
his men to guard his prisoners; and what ho had left were ex- 
' hausted by hunger and fatigue-^-for they had nothing to eat nor 
drink but the rain that had fallen the day before^ for fourteen 
hours. Stark, cool and collected, made the best of his circum^ 
stances; for his Courage was tho result of principle, rather than 
bravery impelled by passion — and his rigid nerves gave him such 
command of himself, that he could appear regardless of dnngefi 
and exercise all the faculties of his mind in the greatest heat ,of 
action. He ordered the few ho had embodied to the attack; and 
fortunately Mnj. Rann came to him that moment with two 
hundred fresh troops, whoni he sent on likewise to keep the en* 
emy in check till he could rally his scattered numbers. Some 
were attending the wounded, others seeking for lost friends^ &<% 
Some were so exhausted that ambition had lost i(s force, and 
death was without its terrors. Maj. SaflTord came to him frqm 
Berkshire co. Massachusetts,witb a few troops more. Althoi^h 
Stark's men were brave, they were ignorant of the art of wiir* 
'When going to the scene of action^ he canrie to a field-piece 
*'that had been left by Baum, and about a dozen of his.vnen abcfut 
it. ' He ordered them to draw it on to thesceiie'of.iiclioa: .api 
when the cannon arrived, he directed theni to load ^i>d.fi^e4t| 
but they had never seen a cannon,, and he was oblig.ed to.,€lis^ 
.mount and show them by loading it himself. He gf^ve orderi 
with all the force of his lungs to drive on, or they would .1^^ 
the honor of the victory, for the main bodyr was ^t haq^. Tm^T 
were so closely ^engaged, that the enemy heard him, and jfmxte^ 
diately gave way. Night coming on^ Breym^n n?ade (^i^ ^scap^ 
with a small loss in killed and woundefl apd a fow p^ispoers^ 
'leaving his artillery^ consisting of three bnms field^^Cj^^^. w^h 
some baggage. 

Thus those hill»of tbeiWalloo1Q»aek wtsre^rendisredtteinofti-' 
Me by two. complete > victories «being gaantvd on theeidiQ issf*^f 
,9iti^ns of tlie ipflBot repobliok:oveff the imnaoiiB ef an^Mrel^fit^ 
'iilg tyrant. . ' • •» 

4 

'imiftedf ately after the engagement, Geh^ .l^tark '(^spatched 4 
* messenger to the Legislature of this state at Exeter, with the 
following account of that important victory: 

14 
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Bennington^ Auguti IS, I77t« 

* GxirrtCMsif, 

I congratulate yoa on the late success of your troops under 
njr command, by express; I purpose to give yoa a brief account 
of my proceedings since I wrote to you last. 

I left Manchester on the 8th instant, and arrived here on ih% 
9th. The 13th I was informed that a party of Indians were at 
Cambridge, which is twelve miles distant from this place, on 
their march thither. I detached Col. Gregg with two hundred 
men under his command to stop their march. In the evening I 
had information by express, that there was a large body of the 
enemy on their way with field-pieces in order to march through 
the country, commanded by Governor Skeene. The 14th I 

. marched with my brigade, and a few of the State militia, to op- 
pose them, and cover Gregg's retreat, who found himself unab)e 
to withstand their superior number: about four miles from this 
town, I accordingly met him on his return, and ihe enemy in 
close pursuit of him, within half of a mile of his rear. Biit 
when they discovered me, they presently halted on a very ad« 
vaotligeous piece of ground: I drew up my little army on an 

. eminence in open view of their encampments, but could not 
bring them to an engagement. I marched back about a mile 

' Und there encamped. I sent a few men to skirmish with them, 
killed thirty of them,' with two Indian chiefs. The 15th it rain* 

; ^dall day; I sent out parties to harrassthem. The I6th, I was 
^ joined by this State's militia, and those of Berkshire county, I 

' divided rhy army iiiio three divisions, and sent Col. Nichols with 

* S$0 men, on the rear of their leA wing: Col. Hendrich on the 
^ rear of the right, with 300 men, ordered when joined to attack 
' the same. In the mean time I sent three hundred more to op« 

pose the enemy's front, to draw the attention that way: soon 
after I detached the colonels, Hubbard and Stickney, on their 

'^ right wing with 200 men to attack that part; all which plans had 
their desired effect. Col. Nichols sent me word that he stood 
tn need of a reinforcement, which I readily granted, consisting 
of 100 men, at which time he commenced the attack, precisely 

. at-tbreiB o^cIock in the aAernoon, which was followed by all the 
teat; I pushed forward the remainder with all speed. Our peo- 

* .^eMhaved.with the greatest spirit and bravery imaginable: had 
diey been Alexanders or Charles of Sweden, they could not 
ha?# behaved better. - The action lasted two hours; at the expi* 

' latieii tf which tinefWe forced their br<iastworks at the muzij^f 
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of thtdir guns, took two pieces of brass cannon, with a number 
ef prisoners: but before I could get them into proper form again, 
I received intelligence that there was a large reinforcement 
within two miles of us on their march, which occasioned us to 
renew our attack: but luckily for us. Col. Warner's regiment 
came up, which put a stop to their career. We soon rallied, 
and in a £ew minutes the action began very warm and desperatOi' 
which lasted until night. We used their own cannon against 
them, which proved of great service to us. At sunset we oblig- 
ed them to retreat a second time; we pursued them till dark, 
when I was obliged to halt for fear of killing my own men. We 
recovered two pieces more of their cannon, together with all 
their baggage, a number of horses, carriages, &c. killed upwards 
«f 200 of the enemy in the field of battle. The number of 
wounded is not yet known, as they are scattered about in many 
places* I have one Lt. Colonel, since dead, one Major, sevea 
Captains, 14 Lieutenants, 4 Ensigns, 2 Cornets, one Judge Ad- 
vocate, one Baron f two Canadian officers, six Sergeants, one 
Aid-de-camp, one Hessian Chaplain^ 3 Hessian Surgeons, and 
700 prisoners. 

I enclose to you a copy of Gen. Burgoyne's instructions to 
Col. Baum, who commanded the detachment that engaged us, 
, Our wounded are forty-two; ten, privates and four officers be<^ 
longing to ray brigade are dead; the dead and wounded in tht 
other corps, I do not know, as they have not brought in theif 
returus yet. 

I am gentlemen with the greatest regard and respect, your 
most obedient and bumble servant, 

JOHN STARK, Brtjadwrr Gen. ' 

P. S. I think we have returned the enemy a proper com* 
pUment in the above action, for the Hubbart-Town eegage* 
moot.' 

This was the first link in the chain of events, that opened « 
new scene to republican America. It raised her from the brink 
of despair to the summit of hope, and added unfading laurels to 
the brow of the commander. At the time the news reached 
Congress, they were about reading New-Hampshire out of the 
Union, as the Society oF Friends read out their refractory meni-^ 
bers. The difficulties, ' however, Subsided, and on the 4tM of 
October, it was ^'Resolved, that the thanks, of .Congreea be pre* 
•ented to Gkn. Stark, of the New-Hampshire . aoilitis, bbA the 
«aAeMe and troopeiiader lun fionmiand^ £or Ikeir br«re and eiM- 
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eessful attack uppn^ and their signal victory over the enemy, ta 

their lines at Bennington: and that brigadier Stark be appointed 
it brigadier general in the army of the United States." Never, 
were thanks niore deservedly bestowed. This was the first turn 
of affairs in favor, of the Americans in the northern department| 
afler the death of Gen. Montgomery. It raised the spirits of 
the country, and made the militia willing to turn out beyond what 
would otherwise have been done. When Gen. Gates wrote to 
(he commander in chief some days after his arrival at Stillwater, 
fic thus expressed himself — "Upon my leaving Philadelphia, the 
|>rospect this way appeared most gloomy, but the severe checks 
Che enemy have met with at Bennington and in Tyron county, 
has given a more pleasing view of public affairs." Stark's vic- 
tory gave reputation to the militia, as well as increased their 
courage. They found that neither British nor German regulars 
Were invincible; but that they could beat both. The artillery 
and other trophies excited their hope and confidence. While 
the Americans were exulting upon the occasion on the one side, 
the royal army under Burgoyne experienced a degree of depres* 
flon on the other; especially as the disaster at Bennington not 
only added to their delay, but gave Gates the opportunity of 
iBtrengthening himself, by the arrival of the militia, who wcra 
upon their march to reinforce him. When he was upon his 
journey to take the command, he was much dejected, no less 
than the troops which were to be under him; but the Bennington 
afiair put them both in better spirits, and afforded them some 
promising expectations. They relied on his abilities, eo that iiia 
appearance at camp, and his mode of conducting military busi- 
ness, at once filled them with courage and resolution; and in 
a few days they faced about and advanced towards Burgoyae* 

Tbis weakened, and dkfaeaftencd Burgoyne, and prevented 
bis intended junction with Clinton. From this time the former 
began to see the denser of his situation^ and these men of New«> 
Hampshire and the dreen Mountains whom he had viewed with 

Smtempt, he began to consider as dangerous enemies; for about 
is tiine in writ'mg to Lord Germaine, he said 'Hhe New-Hamp-r 
•hire grants, till of late bpt little known, hang like a cloud on 
fnjJeft." 

. When Stark bad settled his a&ira at Bennington, discfaari^ 
4Dg ^aa wboee tenn imd expired, &,tt* fain went to /visit htssiU 
«<rieBd G«a. Gates: at Saratoga, and by . hi» exectiona cohtrib»* 
-|«4 l9>tbf ^fimtl «aMtbiiDilr.o£.Bnrg<93ie9 GnU^i oaUred biarVvi 
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i^oimnand of the right wing of his own army : Stark decUaedi 
telliog him it would sour the .minds of many worthy officers. 
But he would do him a greater service— he would return to 
New-Hampshire, and procure reinforcements to aid him. Stark 
on his W4iy spread the report that Burgoyne was on the point .of 
surrendering, and to encourage the militia, held out the promise 
that all who arrived there previous to the surrender should share, 
the spoils of his camp. 

When he arrived at Coaeord, N. H. he sent an tXptegw io 
Portsmouth for John Langdon to meet htm at Exeter the next 
day, and went to Derryheld himself. Langdon, a man of pria* 
c.iple, ever ready to defend his country, met Stark agreeably to 
request with a number of other gentlemen, and they all went oq. 
to Saratoga together. When they arrived, Stark took the coni'' 
mand of Tort Edward to cut off Burgoyne's retreat and supplies 
on that quarter* After a few days. Stark began to think that 
Gates was making too much delay, and wrote to him twice with« 
put receiving any answer ; making a proposition of an imme* 
diate attack. At length Stark marched down his force to urga 
upon Gates more strongly the necessity of an attack, and sent 
an aid to hirti with the information, and to pledge himself for 
succsss on his side of Burgoyne in case of orders to attackt 
But at the moment of the arrival of the aid, the convention^ 
signed by Burgoyne, was recived by Gates. 

The following year the nothern frontier was assigned to hta 
command with a feeble force ; still, his old friends, the militia^ 
prompt at his call, presented such an attitude as secured the 
A'QOtier from assult. In 1779 he was at Rhode-Island, an4 
priOGipaiiy employed with Gen. Gates in surveying the country 
irom Tiverton to Point Judith to guard against attack. Late in 
the season, however, he joined Washington with the norther^ 
army,who was enabled to make good his winter quarters. In the 
vear 1780 he was with Washington at Morristown, and in thq 
battle of Springfield : that season terminated with Gen. Lin^^ 
coin's disaster at Charlestown and the treason of Arnold. In 
1781, he again had charge of the northern department, an4 
%ept the enemy in close quarters with a small body of militia. 
The capture of Lord Cornwallis, at the close of this year, ter^ 
Hiainated the war. His lordshtp on his arrival in England, told 
'^ie mhiistry that '^ America was not to be conquered by flr^ and 
sword, tet thehr numbers be ever so great." The ministers 
'themselves, gfving in to tfiis opinion, negociations f^r peace 
were soon aflei^ opened. 
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When the intelligence of peace was received^ the subject of 
this memoir was the first to bear the welcome tidings back to 
his fellow-citizens of New-Hampshire ; and he immediately r^^ 
iired, like the illustrious Roman, to the calm and dignified seclu* 
•loti of domestic life — ^min^Iing with the industrious and hardjr 
yeomanr/ who had so often been with him in battle, and reap- 
ing in common with his countrymen the fruits of that immortal 
struggle which made us a free people. For the last few years 
of his life, Gen. Stark enjoyed a pecuniary bounty from goveriH 
tnent — a free offering of the nation to one of its most ittustri* 
ous defenders. 

He is now no more ! his spirit departed to the God who gave 
it, on Wednesday the 8th of May, 182S, after having attained 
the age of 9^3 years, 8 months and 24 days, and survived all 
the general officers of the revolution ! His last illness was 
short but extremely distressing — fourteen days previous to bts 
death he sustained as was supposed, a paralytic shock, which 
discovered itself in choking and inability to swallow while eat* 
ing : after this he ate no more ; and during his remaining time, 
he was speechless, although it was apparent to his watchful 
Mends and relations who stood around him, that he retarned 
his senses to the last. Until the last attack, he had ever been 
able to walk about the house, and in pleasant weather out of 
doors. 

His funeral obsequies were attended by a large concourse of 
people at his late residence in Manchester on the bank 
of the Merrimack, on Friday following his death. His 
remains were interred with military honors in the cemetery which 
bad been enclosed at bis own request : it is situated on a mound, 
being the second rise from the river, and can be seen for a dis- 
tance of four or five miles up and down the Merrimack. 

Such is a faint outline of the life of General Stark — the 
first and most intrepid hero of New-Hampshire, of whom she 
may justly boast as one unsurpassed in cool and deliberate 
bravery. He was indeed one 6£ the firmest supporters of the' 
revolution, and contributed as much as any individual to its 
successful issue. While contemplating his character, the scenes 
in which the greater portion of his life was employed, the en- 
tire devotion of his soul to the welfare of his country ; and jre- 
Meeting that our political lathers, the pioneers to indepfndenc4|, 
4sre fast leariog us,— the .heart is insensibly chilled with tbm 
thought that the spirit of the revolution, .which like a rock of 
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adamant withstood the waves that dashed i^ainst it, is about to 
become extinct with the departure of those whose souls it ani* 
Uiated. Even at the close of the revolutioDi ''America had 
nurtured sons of boundless ambition, who thus early content 
plated stars, garters and diadems, crowns, sceptres and the re* 
galia of kings, in the yet simple bosom of their country.'^ 
Would to heaven this spirit was no longer nourished among our 
countrymen — that they could as heartily despise all aping of 
royalty as did the veteran Stark, when in the very morn of our 
country's glory, with Heath and others, he opposed the order 
of the Cincinnati, and other aristocratick associations* 

When the army was about to be disbanded, there were a few 
commanders who still retained a fondness for the pomp and pa* 
rade of courts and princes, and would fain invest a ruler with 
the government for life. Stark was zenlous in his opposition^ 
mad his views at length became generally adopted. He mada 
many objections to the Cincinnati, the most important of which 
was, that their system bore no resemblance to Cincinnatus. To 
imitate, said he, the great Roman, they should make it a funda* 
mental rule that ever}' member should return to the occupation 
bo had left, without ostentation, holding himself in readiness to 
obey the calls of his country. This was the line of .cobduet 
he had marked out. for himself, and he was determined no al- 
lurements should deter him from its pursuit. Nor was he ever 
awerved from the line of conduct he had thus resolved to pur* 
aue. 

The character of Gen. Stark, in his private, was as unex* 
ceftionable as in his public life. His manners were frank and 
open, though tinged with an excentricity, peculiar to himself, 
and useful in society. Through life he was a man of virtua 
and integrity — friendly to (he good and enterprising — severe t» 
the idle and unworthy. And while the nation has lost a hero 
•—society mourns an, honest citizen. His eulogy we will not 
attempt to write ; for it is written in the breasts of his country* 
men. 



112 COItkESl^ONDENOE. 

The anbiversSiT'or tlie battle of BcDiuofton has been cefe- 
.ibrated foc4Dao|r years/tuice (hat event ; and as any thing coil- 
hected with the hero of that action, will be interesting to the 
publick, we sobj<^.the following correspondence, 

Bennington, July ^2j 1S09, 

•HOrrOBED AND RESPECTED SIR, 

You can never forget that on the ever memorable 16th of 
August, 1777, you commanded the American troops in the ac- 
tion commonlj called the Bennington Battle — that under Divine 
providence, astonishing success attended our arms. Our enemj 
was defeated and captured, and this town and its vicinity saved 
£rota impending ruin. It baa been usual for the people on sor- 
ery anniversary of that day, to hold the day in grateful remem- 
brance by public celebration. On 'Thursday last, a large and 
respectable number of leading characters in this and the neigh- 
4omg towns .met to chooee a committee of arraogemeuts for a 
^^tlrtibimtion'on the 16th of August next. Mere than sixty of 
those who met were with you in the battle : they recollect you, 
Sir, with peculiar pleasure ; and have directed us to write to 
^ou, requesting of you, if. age and health will permit, to Ikmiot 
them with your presence on that day. AH your ei^penses shaU 
he remunerated. No f^vent could so animate tbebiit^Te soas,^ 
Uherty as to see their venerable leader and preserver o&cew|yre 
in Bennington^-that the young men may once have the plea- 
sure of seeing the man who so gallantly fought to defend their 
rsacred rights — their fathers »and ipothers, and protected them 
>irhite lisping in infancy. 

Should this request be inconsistent with your health or agOi 
we should be happy in receiving a letter from you on the sub^ 
ject — ^that we may read it to them on that memorable day. 

Sentiments from the aged, and from those who have hazard- 
ed their lives to rescue us from the shackles of tyranny, will be 
.read with pleasure, and remembered long after their fatheXB 
have retired to the silent tomb* 
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ikccapty SiTf our warmest wishes for your "^tesMi tiid Iwppi* 
tiess 9 and permit us, dear Generali to assure you timt we are^ 
witii great esteemi year cordial nod affectionate friends. 

C5roEON OLIN, 
JONATHAN ROBINSON, 
DAVID FAY, 
nt Ban. Qnt. JOHN STARS; DmyjUH. 



ANSWER. 

At my ^uarter$ at Deryjtetdf 
31it of July, lt()9. 

My Priendi and FtUoW'Suldiertf 

I received yours of the 23d inst. containing your fenrent ez» 
pressions of friendship, and your very polite invitation to meet 
with you to celebrate the 16th of August in Bennington. 

As you observe, I ^^ 6an never forget that" I " commanded 
American tfoops" on that day in Bennington* They were men 
.ihat had not learned the art of subnf^ission, nor had they been 
trained to the lirt of ^er. But otir '^ astonishing success^' taugHt 
the enemies of liberty that undiscipKned freemen are superio^r 
to veteran slaves. I fear we shall have to teach the lesson-anew 
to that perfidious nation. 

Nothing could afford m'e greater pileasure, than fo teeet the 
'Hi'rave sons of liberty" on the fortunate spot. But as yoCi just« 
ly anticipate^ the infi'rmities of old age will not permit ; for I 
am now fourscore and one years old, and the lamp of life is al- 
most spent. I have of late had many such invitations, but Wfu 
fiot ready, foir there was not oil in the lamp. 

Tou say you wish your young men to see me. But you who 
htve seen me, can tell them that I was never worth much, for s 
Aow, and certainly cannot be worth their feeing MW^ 

IS 



•. ia f alei»f jsQr iM being abkr to sttend^ yoa with 1117 aenti^ 
|tfl(»t6. Xjbese yott shall h«Te «a free as the aic.we breathy. Aa 
I was th^i ram now-^the friend of the equal rights of 11911, o^ 
representative democracy, of republicanism and the Declar* 
ation of lodependeoce, the gre'at charter of our national rights ; 
and of course the friend of the indissoluble union and Consti* 
tution of the states. I am the enemy of all foreign influence, 
for all foreign influence is the influence of tyranny. This is 
the only chosen spot of liberty— »this is the only republic on 
earth. 

You well know, gentlemen, that at the time of the event yoa 
eelebrate, there was a powerfiil British faction in the country 
(called tories) and a maternal part of the force we had to con- 
tend with was tories. This faction was rankling in our coun' 
cild^ till they l>ad laid the foundation of the subversion of our 
liberties. But by good sentinels at our outposts, we were ap^ 
prised of our danger ; and the sons of freedom beat the alarm. 
•And, as at Bennington, 'Hhey came, they saw, and they con- 
quered%'' 



I shall remea^er, gentlemen, the respect you and 'Hhe ii 
itanis of Bennington and its neighborhood" have shewti me tilt 
I go to the country from which no tfayeller relurjis, I must 
soon receive marching orders* 

JOHN STABK. 
Ban. GIDEON OLIN, 

JONATHAN ROBINSON, 
PAVID FAYy Esquxm, Benningion. 

Aceoropanying this letter, the General forwarded as his volira* 
4eer this sentiment—'^ Livc^free or dk'^Ihath is w4 IHa vwni 
oj eviU:' - . 

Ctofti^pthidence hdween Prnidenll Jefferson and Oemral SrARKr 

MrtUicellOy Aug. l^lh, 1805, 

4 m1 hftTi»>latlly' leamt tbrough this cbatmel of the Newspapers; 
a»d leanilPMi^plaaiiire> that ybu are 'leill in HTe, and ebjoy 
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'liealth and spirits. The victories of Bennington, ' tbe tifst lifik 
in the chain of successes which issued in the surrender uf SaN 
"atoga, are still fresh in the memory of every Amcrictui ; and 
the name of him who achieved them, dear to his heart. Per- 
mit mcy therefore, as a stranger who knows you only by the 
services you liavejrendered, to express to you the sincere emo- 
tions of pleasure and attachment which ho felt on learning (hat 
your days had heen thus prolonged, his fervent prayers that 
they still may be continued in comfort, and the conviction that 
whenever they end, yodr memory will be cherished by those 
who come after ypu, as one who has not lived in vain for his 
. country. I salute you, venerable patriot and general, with af- 
fection and reverence. ^ 

tUi JEFFERSON. 

Hon. Major Gen. Staak* 



n 



DerryfieH, Ocf. 1805. 
Resp£ctei) Sir, 

Your friendly letter of the 19th of August^ came to hand a 
few days since ; but owing to the imbecility, inseparably con- 
nected with the wane of life, I have not been able to acknowl- 
edge it until now. I have been in my seventy-seventh year 
since the 28th of August last, and since the close of the rcvolu- 
tionary war, have devoted my time entirely to domestic em- 
ployments — and in the vale of obscure retirement have taste/d 
that tranquility, which the hurry and bustle of a busy world so 
seldom bestow. I thank you for the compliment you are pleas- 
ed to make me, nor will I conceal the satisfaction I feel in re- 
ceiving it from a man, who possesses so large a share ofoiy 
confidence* I will confess to you, sir^ that I oaee began to 
think that the labors of the revolution were in vain, and thatl 
should live to see the system restored, wliich I had assisted }n 
destroying ; but my fears are all at an end, and I am now calm- 
1^' preparing to meet the unerring fate^f^f tnun j.wijthy 
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Ik^ ntMacCoiy reflectioBy that I leave a aumerous progenjr^^ 
a country Inghly favored hy fiature, and under a goveramerit 
vhose principles and views. I believe to be correct and just. 

With ikm higheat considerations of respect and esteem, I hava 
the honor to be jour most obedient servanti 

JOHN STARBT. 
Thomas JeffersoNj Esquire. 



Note. — For the particulars ef the life ofGen^Surk, the editoia 
are indebted to the Hon. Caleb Stark, his oldest son^ who was also 
a soldier of the revolution. Gordon's Revolution, vol. ii.; Gen. 
Dearborn^s account of the baHlc at Bunker Hilf; Hist. Coll. Mass* 
vol. ii., and an account published in the N. H. Patriot in 1810, 
collected from the papeis and conversation of the deceased Geo* 
«ral^ bjr his son-in-law, B. F. Siickncy, Esq. 



NARRATIVE OF MRS. SHUTE'S CAPTIVITY. 

ICommunicated hy John Kelly, Esq. of Northwood,] 

A few years previous to Mrs. Sbute's death, the late Phine* 
has Merrill, Esq. of Stratham, visited her, for the purpose of 
receiving from herself an account of her early suflTerings. From 
the minutes of her conversation which he made at the time, the 
following narrative is principally compiled. The date of her 
birth or captivity does not distinctly appear. Gov. Sullivan, in 
his history of Maine, says the people on Swan-Island were at* 
tacked about the year 1755. If this date is correct, she waa 
probably born about the year 1754 or 1755. 

James Whidden, the maternal grandfather of Mrs. Shute, waa 
a captain in the army at the taking of Cape Breton in 1745. 
He owned a tract of land on Swan-fsland, in the river Kenne* 
beck, .where be Mved with his family. One of his daughtera 
married Laxarus Noble of Portamoutfa, who lived on the ialand 
with her father. The Indians had been accustomed to viait 
Capt. Whidden for the purposes of trade. There waa ft gl^^ 

'fison on the island to secure the inhabitants from the attaTeka ^f- 

. thr attanaj io tikna of war; 
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One momiogy a little afler day break, two boys went oat of the 
^rriaon and left the gate open. The Indiana were on the 
watch, and availing themselves of the opportunity, about ninety 
entered the garrison. The inhabitants immediately discovered 
that the enemy was upon them ; but there was no escafM. Capt. 
Whidden and his wife retreated to the cellar, and concealed 
themselves. Noble and his hired man met the Indians at the 
head of the stairs, and fired upon them, wounding one of them 
in the arm. The Indians did not return the (ire, but took So* 
ble, his wife, and seven children, with Timothy VVhidden and 
Mary Holmes, prisoners. The hired man and the two boys 
escaped. The captives were carried to the water's side and 
bound ; excepting such as could not run away.' The Indiana 
then returned to the garrison, burnt the barn and plundered the 
house, cut open the feather beds, strewed the feathers in the 
field, and carried off all the silver and gold they could find, and 
fis much of the provisions as they chose. It was supposed they 
omitted to burn the house, from a suspicion that the Captain 
lUid his wife, from whom they had, in times of peace, received 
many favors, were concealed in it. Capt. Whidden, after the 
destruction of his property on the island, returned to Greenland, 
in this State, which is supposed to have been his native place, 
and there died. 

The Indians also took in a wood on the island, an old man 
by the name of Pomeroy, who was employed in making shin** 
gles. Having collected their captives and plunder, they im* 
mediately left the island, and commenced their return to Cana- 
da to dispose of their prey. Pomeroy was old and feeble, and 
unable to endure the fatigue of the march, without more assist- 
ance than the savages thought fit to render him, and they killed 
him on the journey. They were more attentive to the children, 
as for them they undoubtedly expected a higher price, or a 
greater ransom, Abigail, one of the children, died among the 
Indians. The other captives arrived safe in Canada, and were 
variously dispoeed of. Mr. Noble was sold to a baker in Que- 
bec, and his wife to a lady of the same place as a chamber- 
maid. They were allowed to visit each other and to sleep to-* 
gether. Four of the children were also sold in Quebec, as 
were Timothy Whidden and Mary Holmes. The captives in 
tbftl oity were exchanged within a year, and returned to their 
hitm^MurMr. Whidden and Mias Holmea were after warda united 
In marriage. 
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FAnvr NoBLEy the prlneipal subject of this memoir, &t'th» 
-time of hQr' captivity, was about thirteen months old. She wu» 
carried by n party of Indians to Montreal. In their attempts 
to dispose of her, they took her one day to the house of Moa-* 
sieur Louis St. Auge Charlee, an eminent merchant ef that 
place, who was at that time on a journey to Quebec. His lady 
was called into the kitchen by one of her maids to sec a poor 
infant crawling on the tile floor in dirt and rags, picking apple 
peelings out of the cracks. She came in, and, on kindly no* 
ticing the child, Fanny immediately caught hold of the lady^s 
gown, wrapped it over her head, and burst into tears. 'The 
lady could not easit)^ resist this appeal to her compassion. She 
took up the child, who clung about her neck and repeatedly 
embraced her. The Indians offered to sell her their little cap*- 
tive, but she declined buying, not choosing probably in the ab- 
sence of her husband to venture on such a purchase. The In- 
dians Idftthe house, and slept that night on the pavements be* 
fore the door. Fanny, who had again heard the voice of kind^ 
' n^ss, to which she had not been accustomed from her savago- 
masters, could not be quiet, but disturbed the slumbers and 
touched the heart of the French lady by her incessant cries. 
This lady had then lately lost a child by death, and was per- 
haps more quick to feel for the sufferings of children, and more 
disposed to love them, than she would otherwise have been* 
Early the next morning the Indians were called into the house ; 
Fanny was purchased, put into a tub of water, and having been 
thoroughly washed, was dressed in the .clothes of the decoased 
child, and put to bed. She awoke smiling, and seemed desirous 
of repaying her mistress' kindness by her infantile prattle and 
fond caresses. Fanny could never learn for what price she 
was bought of the Indians, as her French mother declined an- 
awering her questions upon that subject, telling her to be a good 
girl, and be thankful that she was not still in their power. 

Mens, and Mad. St. Auge took a lively interest in their little 
eaptive, and treated her with much tenderness and afiection. 
She felt for them a filial attachment. When her parents were 
exchanged, her mother, on her return home, called upon Fanny, 
und took the child in her arms, but no instinct taught her to ve- 
joiee in the maternal embrace, and she fled for protection to her 
French mamma. Mrs. Nable received jmsny presents TrooMhA 
French lady, and had the eatiafactioR to see that hfgf J^jjlbl^ 
daughter was left in affectionate hands. i> ^^ 
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^anny was taught to call and consider Mods, and Mad. St. 

Auge as her parents. They had her baptized by the name of 

Eleanor, and educated her in the Roman Catholic religion. 

^be 'learned her Pater Nosters, and Ave Marias, went to oiasa, 

crosi^d herself with holy water, and told her beads with great 

^devoiioo. 

'^ When four or five years old, she was enticed away from her 
French parents by Wheelwright, who had been employed by tho 
government of Massachusetts, to seek for captives in Canada. 
He carried her to the Three Rivers, where he had several other 
captives, and left her as he pretended with a relation of her 
French father's for a few days, when she expected to return to 
Montreal. But she had not been to the Three Rivers more 
' than twenty-four hours, when the old squaw, who had sold her 
to Mad. St. Auge, came along in a sleigh accompanied by a 
young sanop, seized upon Fanny, and carried her to St. Fran* 
^ cois, where they kept her about a fortnight. She had now at- 
titined an age when she would be sensible of her misfortunes, 
tind bitterly lamented her separation from her French parents^ 
The Indians endeavored to pacify and please her by drawing on 
lier coat or frock the figures of deers, wolves, bears, fishes^ 
&.C. ; and once, probably to make her look as handsomely as 
themselves, tltey painted her cheeks in the Indian fashion, 
which very much distressed her, and the old squaw made them 
' wipe oil* the paint. At one time she got away from the sav* 
ages, and sought refuge in the best looking house in the villagei 
which belonged to a French priest, who kissed her, asked her 
tnany questions, and treated her kindly, but gave her up to the 
claim of her Indian masters. While at St. Francois, her broth- 
er, Joseph Noble, who had not been sold to the French, but 
still lived with the Indians, came to see her, but she had a great 
aversion to him. He was in his Indian dress, and she ^vould 
not believe him to be a relation, or speak to him if she coukt 
avoid it. She was at last turned back by the Indians to Mont- 
real, and to her great satisfaction was delivered to her French 
father, who rewarded the Indians for returning her. It was 
doubtless the expectation of much reward which induced the 
old sqoaw to seize her at the Three Rivers, as the Indians not 
ttnfrequently stole back captives, in order to extort presents for 
Ihetr return from the French gentlemen, to whom the same 
Mpttves had before been sold. Before this time she had been 
haetUy carried from Montreal, hurried over mountains and across 
waleM> tad concealed among flags, while those who accom- 
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paiiiad her wer« evidently pursued, aod in great apprehensfoA 
of being overtaken ; but the occasion of this flight or its inct* 
dents she was too young to understand or distinctly to remem« 
ber, and she was unable afterwards to satisfy herself whethef'^ 
her French father conveyed ber away to keep her out ^of the 
reach of her natural friends, or whether she was taken by those " 
friends, and aAer wards re-taken as at the Three Rivers and' 
returned to Montreal. The French parents cautiously avoiled 
informing her upon this subject, or upon any other which should 
remind her of her captivity, her country, her parents or her 
friends, lest she should become discontented with her situation, 
and desirous of leaving those who bad adopted her. They kept 
her secreted from her natural friends, who were in search of 
her, and evaded every question which might lead to her discov* 
ery. One day, when Mons. St. Auge and most of his family 
were at mass, she was sent with another captive to the third 
stQry of the house, and the domestics were required strictly (o 
watch them, as it was known that some of her relations wel^ 
Ibea in the place endeavoring to find her. Of this circumstance 
she was ignorant, but she was displeased with her confinement, 
and with her little companion found means to escape from their 
room and went below. While raising a cup of water to her 
mouth, she saw a man looking at her through the window, and 
stretching uut his arm towards her, at the same time speaking 
a language which she could not understand. She was very% 
much alarmed, threw down the water, and ran with all possible 
speed to her room. Little did she suppose that it was her own 
father, from whom she was flying in such fear and horror. He 
bad returned to Canada to seek those of his children who re* 
tnained there. He could hear nothing of his Fanny ; but 
watching the house, he perceived her, as- was just stated, and 
joyfully stretching his arms towards her, exclaimed, '' There's 
my daughter ! O ! that's my daughter." But she retreated, and 
he could not gain admittance, for the house was guarded, and 
DO stranger permitted to enter. How long he continued hover- 
ing about her is now unknown — but he left Canada Mithout em- 
bracing her or seeing her again. 

Her French parents put her to a boarding school attached to 
a nunnery in Montreal, where she remained severjal years, and 
was taught all branches of needle work, with geography, music, 
painting, Sec. In the same school were two Misses Jobnsoo%^ 
who were captured at Charlestown, (No. 4) in 1754, and two 
Blisses Pbipps, the daughters of Mrs. HowSi who were takaa at 
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Hiosdale in 1755. Fanny was in sehool wh«n Sirs. Ildwa 
came for her daughters, and long remembered the grief and 
lamentations of tho young captives when obliged to fieave their 
school and mates to return to a strange, though their native 
country, and to relatives whom tbey had long forgotten. 

While at school in Montreal, her brother Joseph again visited 
her.* He still belonged to the St. Francois tribe of Indians, and 
wa^ dressed remarkably fine, having forty or fifty broaches in 
his shirt, clasps on his arm, and a gVeat variety of knots and 
bells about his clothing. He brought his little sister Ellen, as 
she was then called, and who was then not far from seven years 
^old, a young fawn, a basket of cranberries, and a lump of sap 
sugar. The little girl was much pleased witlti the fawn, and had 
no great aversion to cranberries and sugar, but she was much 
frightened by the appearance of Joseph, and would rec^ivo 
nothing from his hands till at the suggestion of her friends ho 
'hud washed the paint from his face and made some alteration in 
his dress, when she ventured to accept his offerings, and imme- 
diately run from his presence. The next day, Joseph returned 
tvith the Indians to St. Francois, but some time aflerwardg 
Mojis. .St. Auge purchased him of the savages, and dressed him 
in the French style: but he never appeared so bold and majestic^ 
so spirited and vivacious, as when arrayed in his Indian habit 
and associating with his Indian friends. He h'owcver becaitio 
inuch attached to St. Auge, who put him to school; and when 
his sister parted with him upon leaving Canada, he gave her a 
strict charge not to let it be known where he was, lest he too 
should be obliged to leave his friends and return to the place of 
his,birth. 

When between 1 1 and 12 years of age, Fanny was sent to 
the school of Ursulinc nuns inQuebeck, to complete her cdaca-' 
lion. Aere the discipline was much more strict and solemn 
than in the school at Montreal. In both places the teachers 
were called half nuns, who not being professed, were allowed to 
go in and out at pleasure; but at Quebeck the pupils were in a 
great measure secluded from the world, being permitted to walk 
only in a small garden by day, and confined by bolts and bars 
in their cells at night. This restraint was irksome to Fanny. 
She grew discontented; and*at the close of tho year was per- 
mitted to return to her French parents at Montreal, and again 
^•r the school in that city. 
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While Fanny was in the nunnery, being then in her four- 
teenth year, she was one day equally surprised and alarmed by 
the entrance of a stranger, who demanded her of the nuns, as a 
redeemed captive. Her father had employed this man, Arno]d| 
to seek out his daughter and obtain her from the Freneb, who 
had hitherto succeeded in detaining her. Arnold wav'WeTI cftl* 
culated for this employment. He was secret, isubtle, resotate 
and persevering. He had been some time in the city wifhaut 
exciting a suspicion of his business. He had ascertained where 
the captive was to be found^he had procured the necessary 
powers to secure her, and in his approach to the nunnery was 
accompanied by a sergeant and a file of men. The nuns wer9 
unwilling to deliver up their pupil, and required to know by what 
" right he demanded her. Arnold convinced them that his author- 
ity was derived from the Governor, and they durst not disobey. 
They, however, prolonged the time as much as possible and 
sent word to Mons. St. Auge, hoping that he would be able in 
some way or other to detain his adopted daughter. Arnoi^ 
however was not to be delayed or trifled with. He sternly dS'' 
manded the captive by the name of NobJe in the Governor's 
name, and the nuns were awed into submission. Fanny, iveep'" 
ing and trembling, was delivered up by those who wept and 
trembled too. She accompanied Arnold to the' gate of the 
. nunnery, but the idea of leaving forever those whom she Isved 
and going with a company of armed men she knew not wJiither, 
was too overwhelming, and she sunk upon the ground. Her 
cries and lamentations drew the people around her, and she ex- 
claimed bitterly against the cruelty of forcing her away, de- 
claring that she could not and would not go any further as a 
prisoner with those frightful soldiers. At this time an English 
officer appeared in the crowd ; he reasoned with her, soothed 
her and pursuaded her to walk with him, assuring her the guard 
should be dismissed and no injury befall her. As they passed 
by the door of Mons. St. Auge, on their way to the i::n, her 
grief and exclamations were renewed, and it was wiih great 
d^oulty that she could bo per;3uaded to proceed. But tho 
guard had merely fallen back, and were too near io prevent a 
rescue had an attempt been made. Capt. McCInre, the Eng- 
lUib otficer, promised her that she should be permitted to visit 
her French parents the next day. She found them in tears, but 
they could not detain her. Mons. "St. Auge gave her a hand- 
ful of money, and embraced her, blessed her and rushed out o( 
tba toom. Hta lady supplied her with clothes, and their pai|ao|( 
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was most aflTectlonato and affecting. She lived to a considera- 
bly advanced age, but she could never speak of (his ecena 
without visible and deep emotion. 

She was carried down the river to Quebcek, where she tar- 
ried #few.days, and' then sailed with Captain Wilson for 6os» 
tofw She arrived at that port in July, one month before she was- 
fourteen years of oge. She was joyfully received by her friends, 
but her father did not long survive her return. After his death 
she resided in the family of Capt. Wilson at Boston, until she 
had acquired the English language, of which before she was 
atmost entirely ignorant. Sho then went to Newbury and lived 
in the family of a relative of her father, where sho found a 
home, and that peace to which she had long been a stranger. 
Her education had quaUHed her for the instruction pf youth, 
and she partially devoted herself to that employment. She was 
engaged in a school at Hampton, where she formed an ac- 
quaintance with Mr. Jonathan Tilton, a gentleman of good prop- 
erty in Kensington, whom she married about the year 1776. 
He died in n98* In 1801, she married Mr. John Shule of 
New-Market, and lived in the villngo of Newficlds in liiJit town 
(ill her death, in Sf^ptemher, 1819. She was much rcspect(;d 
^nd esteemed in life, and her death was, as her life had been^ 
that of u christian. 



List of Ae officers in (he three Conlinental Saltalions raised 

in NeW'Hampshire, in 17 76. 

FIRST BATTALION 

Joseph Cilley,Noltingham, colonel 
George Reid, Londonderry, /teu/enan^.co/one/. 
Jerry Oilman, Plaistow, majors 
Caleb Stark, Derryfield, odjutanL 
Benjamin Kimball, Plaistow, paymaster. 
Patrick Cogan, Durham, quartermaster. 
John Hale, HoUis, surgeon, 
Jonathan Poole, Hollis, surgeon^a mate, 
Samuel Cotton, Litchfield, chaplai\i. 

Compames, 
1. Isaac Farwellj Charlestown, captain; James Taggart^ 
Edterbcnrough, lieutenant ; Jeremiah Fritduird, Neir-Jpswicb^ 2d 
do, ; Jooathaa Willardy CharleslowD, emign. 
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% Jason Wait, Abtead, caplatn; Peleg WiUlamSy Chadestowov 
fieurenan^ ;- William Bradford, Amherst, 2d do. ; Joseph hum* 
rencey Walpole, ensign. 

3« Amoa Emerson, Chester, captain ; Jonathan JBmerson, 
Dunstable, lUuleplHnt \ William Lee, Lynbeborough, 2<^<b. ; 
Simeon Morrill, Chester, ensign, 

4. Amos Morrill, Epsom, cop/atn, Nathaniel M'Cauley, Litch- 
field, /(ett/«nan2 ; Barzillai How, Hilkborough, 2d do^y David 
Mudget, Gilmanton, ensign. 

5. Ebenezer Frye, Pembroke, captain ; John MeofSe, jnn. 
Pembruke, lieutenant ; Asa Senter, Londonderry, 2d dc. ; Joaliua 
Thomson, Londonderry, ensign, 

6. John House, Hanover, captain ; James Gould, Cocker'^ 
mnuihylieiUenant; Daniel Clap, HanoYer,2ct do.; Thomas Blake, 
Lebanon, ensign. 

7. Nathaniel Hutchins Hopklnton, captain; Simon* Sailel, 
Charlestown, lietitenafU ; William Hutchins, Weare, 2d do,; 
Samuel Sweat, Kingston, ensipi, 

8. William Scott, Peterborough, captain ; Moody Dusttn, 
Litchfield, lieutenant ; Josiah Munroe, Amherst, 2d do f Francia 
ChandcHinet, Qnebeck, ensign, 

SECOND BATTALIOX. 

Nathan Hale, Rindge, colonel. 

Winborn Adkms, Durham, lieulenani coloneU 

Benjamin Titcomb, Dover, major. 

William Elliot, Exeter, adjutant. 

Jerry Fogg, Kensington, paymaster. 

Richard Brown, Unity, quarter-master, 

William Parker, jun. Exeter, surgeon, \ 

Peletiah Warren, Berwick, surgeon'*s mate, 

Augustus lllbbard, Claremont, chaplain. 

Companies. 

1. Janies Norris, Epping, captain ; John ColCord, New-Mai- 
ket, lieulenani ; James Nichols, Brentwood, 2d do.; Josiah Me- 
loon, Sandown, ensign. ^ 

2. John Drew, Harrington, cap/atn ; William Wallace, North- 
tvood, lieutenant ; David Gilman, Raymond, 2d do.; William M. 
Bell, New-Castle, enskrn, 

3. James Carr, Somefsworth, captain ; Samuel Cherry,' 
Londonderry, lietttenant ; Pelatiah Whittemore, New-Ipswicbji 
fd^,; George Ffiroat, Greenland, ensign. 
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4. Frederick M. Bell, Dover, captain ; Thomas Hard/i Pel- 
ham, lieutenant ; Ebcnezcr Light, Exeter, ^ do.; hjimuel 
Adaint, Durham, entign, 

6. Caleb Robineon, Exoler, eapiain ; Moaet Dimtin, Candiai 
Ueutifiant , Michael lloit, Newtown, 2d do, ; Luke Woodbury, 
SaWin, tnaif^n. 

6. William Rowel, Epping, captain ; Enoch Chase, Dorcr^ 
titulenanl ; HcMijamin Nute, Rochester, '2d do.; Joshua Mirrow^ 
Rochei^ter, emif^, 

7. fittjah Claycs, Fitzwilliam, captain ; Samuel Bradford, 
Amherst, lieutenant ; Joseph Putter, Fitzwilliam, Sd do, ; Wm. 
Taggart, [lilJHborough, ensif^n, 

8. SHmucI Blodgct, GoflTstown, captain ; James Crombie, 
Rindge, lieutenant ; Noah Robinson, Exeter, 2d do. ; Da> id 
F^rsytbe, Chester, ensign. 

THIRD BATTALIOSr. 

Alexander Scammcl, Durham, colonel. 
Andrew Colburn, Marlborough, /ten/. coloneU 
Henry Dearborn, Noltinghiun, major. 
Nichoian Gilman, Exeter, adjutant, 
William Weeks, jun. Greenland, paymaiter. 
James Blanchard, Dunstable, quarter''ma$l€r* 
Ivory Hovey, Berwick, surgeon. 

■ , surgeon^ 8 mate. 

Nathaniel Porter, New-Durham, chaplain. 

Companies, 

1. Isaac Fryo, Wilton, captain ; William Hawkins, Wilton, 
lieulenant ; Ezcliicl Goodale, Temple, 2d do, ; Samuel Leman, 
Hollir, emign. 

2. Richard Wcare, Hampton Falls, captain ; James Wedg- 
wood, Northampton, lieulijianl ; Thomas Simpson, Haverhill, 
Hd do. ; Nathaniel Leavitt, Hampton, ejiaign. 

3. \V illiam Ellis, Kecne, cap/am ,' Eben Fletcher, Chester- 
field, lieutenant ; Benjamin Ellis, Keenc, 2d do. ; Joseph Facy, 
Walpole, eiisign. 

4. Zachariah Benl, Portsmouth, ce^pfain ,' Nathaniel Gilroaa, 
New-Market, lieutenant ; John Dennit, Portsmouth, 2d do.; Jo" 
■eph Boynton, Stratham, ensign. 

5. Michael M'Clary, Elpsom, captain ; Andrew M'Gaffey, 
Epsom, lieutenant ; Joseph Hilton, Deerfield, 2d do. ; Dudle/ 
ChAse, Strathftin, emign. 
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6. DftDiel Livermore, Concord, captain ; David McGregor ^ 
Londonderry, lieuienant ; Amos Coburn) Chesterfield, 2d do, ; 
Nathan Hoit, Moultonborough, ensign, 

7. Benjamin Stone, Atkinson, cajdcdn ; Benjamin Htckcox^ 
Campton, lietdenant ; Amos Webster, Plymouth, Sid do. ; Joshua 
Eaton, Gofi^stown, ensign, 

8. James Gray, Epsom, c^^lain ; Joseph Huntoon, Kings* 
ton, lieutenant ; Adna Penniman, Mpultonborough, S(f do« ;.Jon* 
athaa Cass, Eppiog, eiisign. 
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AStOCJATXON IN NEW-HAJyrFSHina, TO STAND OT THE PROT£5TiS7T 

5UCCESSIDN — 1697. 

Whereas there has been h horrid and detestabie conspiracy 
formed and carried on by the papists and other wicked and 
traitorous persons, for assassinating }iis Majesty's royal person^ 
in order to encourage an invasion fr^m France on England, to 
ftubvc^rt our religion, laws and libeity — Wee, whose nr.mes ara 
hereunto subscribed, do heartily, sincerely and solemnly profess, 
testify and declare — that his present Majesty King William is 
rightfull and lawfull King of the Realms of England, Scotland 
and Ireland, and that neither the late King James nor the 
pretended Prince of Wales, nor any other person hath any 
right whatsoever to the same. And we do mutually promise 
and engage to stand by and assist each other to the utmost of 
our power in the support and defence of his Majesty's mq9t 
sacred person and government, against the late King James and 
all his adherents. And in case his Majesty come to any vioheni 
or untimely death (which God forbid !) we do hereby further 
freely and unanimously oblige ourselves to unite, associate and 
stand by each other in revenging the same uponhis - enenpies 
and their adherents, and in supporting and dcrfendtog the suo* 
cession of the Crown according to an act made in the first y^w 
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of the reign of Kiog WiJIiam and Queen Mary, entitled " tt 
act declaring (he rights and liberties of the subject, and settling 
the succession of the Crown." 
Signed 14th lOmo. 1697. 



John Plaisfedf 

Satntul LicavUtf 

John Redman^ 

David Lavans^ 

John Haiti 

Thoman Ckesley^ 

Richard Jones^ 

Theodore Afrcinson, 

John TuckCf 

TFiUiam Pairidge^Li. Gov. 



William FaUghan^ 
Richard TValdron^ 
John Usherj LA. Gov. 
Nath. Fryer^ 
Peter Coffin^ 
Robert Elliot, 
Shadrack Waldron^ 
Samuel Dow^ 
John Hatch. 



LuDBMAN^s pROPHECT. — Between sixty and seventy yearA 
ago, there flourised in Holland a famous physician of the namo 
of Ludeman,who was much admired as a prodigy of learning; hut^ 
like many others before him, he had become a devotee of judi- 
cial nstrology, and made that study the principal business of 
his life. His predict ions were in general very little regarded ; 
the following, however, respecting America, is a subject of cu- 
riosity among the Hollanders. It was written in 1757^ when the 
war between Great-Britain and France had broken out. 

• " Your Independence, O lovely America ! will be a steady 
counterbalance to the fierce commotions of the old world ; this 
Ma triumph of glory which is reserved to you alone. My friends, 
the- planets, who are the silent patrons of your dominion, appear 
attentive to the continuance of your prosperity ; naturally no 
misfortunea impend on your head, the envy of avaricious nation* 
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only excepted. Regard not these : you will rather lire to seo 
them ruined and broken, than to experience a period in which 
they can be detrimental to you.'* 



INDIAN SAGACITY. 

At the mouth of Baker's river, in the town of Plymouth, the 
Indians had a setlement, where have been found Indian graves, 
bones, gun-barrels, stone mortars, pestles and other utensils in 
use among them. In this place, it is said they were attacked by 
Capt. Baker, (from whom the river derived its name,) and a 
party from Haverhill, Mass. who defeated them, killed a number, 
and destroyed a large quantity of fur. There is a story 
respecting an expedition of Capt. Baker, which if correct, and 
we see no reason to doubt its correctness, shews the sagacity of 
Indians •— A friendly Indian had accompanied Capt. B. in his 
expedition, and from the movement of the savages, was satisfi« 
ed that they had sent to Winnepisiogee or P^quawkett ponds 
for aid. He assured Capt. B. of the fact, and told him what 
they did must be done immediately ; that they had better make 
their escape or they would be overpowered by nnnAers and be de- 
stroyed. And on their march down the river Pemigewasset, he 
urged them not to stop, telling them they would be pursued. 
But when they reached the brook at Salisbury village, the men 
were so fatigued that they said they must slop and refresh thens- 
cc'lvcs. The Indian told them to build each one a fire and cut 
several sticks a piece to broil their meat on, to burn the end of 
each as though thus used, and stick them into the ground, and 
then proceed as soon as possible. It was but a very short time 
after they had set out before the Indians came to the place where 
(hey had refreshed, and counting the fires and number of sticks, 
said the English were too strog for them^ and gave up the pursuit* 
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VOIi. I. , AUGUST 1, 18*8. K0» 9. 

ji Topographical and Historical Atcount of Peterborough^ 
. JV. fl* — By Rev. Elijah EhmdAB^ Ak Mk Honorary 
Member of the JieW'York Historical Society. 

Peterborough is situated in latitude 42* 5V N. bound** 
ed N. by Hancock and Gi^eenfield, £• by Greenfield and 
Temple, S. by Sharon, and W. by Jaffrey and Dublin. It 
lies mid-way between Amherst and Keene, bemg 20 
miles distant from each — fi*om Portsmouth t5, from Bo&> 
ton 60, from Concord 40, and from Washington-City 510. 
The town was granted by Massachusetts by their re- 
solves of the 16tnJanuarir and 16th of June, 1738, duf* 
ing the administration of his Excellency Jonathan Belch* 
er, to Samuel Haywood and other proprietors, ott the 
Usual conditions. The actual survey was completed May 
21st, of the same year, on the plan of 6 miles square. 

The first settlemeftt took place as early as 1 742, by 
William Robbe, Alexander Scott, Htagh Gregg, William 
Scott, and Samuel Stinson.* Some of these had brought 
their families into the settlement, but they were compel- 
led to retire in 1744, on occasion of the war which men 
commenced and did not terminate till 1748. They re- 
turned after an absence of 5 years. A large accession of 
settlers from Lunenburgh. Londonderry and other places 
soon joined them. The nrst child baptized in this town 
was Vatharine, daughter of Hugh Greijg, the now aj 
and venerable mother of Gov. Jam^s Miller, in 1743. 
first male child born here was John Ritchie, Feb. 22 
1751, who died in the service of his country at Cam 
bridge, in 1776. The first settlers of Peterborough were 
Scotch Presbyterians, natives of Ireland or their imme- 
diate descendants. Wholly unused to the clearing and 
cultivation of wild lands, they endured great hardships 
Their nearest grist mill was at Townsend, 35 miles dia 

y 
*Thoma8 Morrison commenoed hia aettleiiient in 1744^ 

17 
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tant — ^their road a line of marked trees. There were isr 
settlements on this side Keene or Amherst, and from Pe- 
terborough to Canada was a continued forest. To sleep 
in safety, they resorted to a log garrison — but, ^lappily, 
were never disturbed by the natives. The woods were 
filled with deer and other game ; the river stored with. 
salmon and other fish. 

Peterborough lies in a N. E. direction from the Grand, 
Monadnock, and is bounded on the east by a chain of 
hills called Pack Monadnock* The river^ Contoccook 
runs in a northerly direction through the centre of the 
town, affording several good privileges for mills and fac- 
tories. A brarfch from Dublin, originating partly from 
waters near the Monadnock and partly from a large pond 
in the S. E. corner of Nelson and the S. W. corner of 
Hancock, affords a never failing supply of water, and fur- 
nishes those noble falls on which are situated several fafc- 
tories, and particularly the long known mills and facto- 
ries of the Hon. Samuel Smith. There are extensive and 
valuable meadows on this branch, above these falls ; and 
the soil, generally throughout the town, is excellent. In 
its natural state, the forests in the vicinity of the southefn 
branch were composed of large and lofty pines — the 
hills,, on the east, crowned with majestic oaks, and the" in- 
termediate lands principally clothed with hard wood and 
other valuable timber. 

In the centre of the town, is a high hill on which 
stands the present and where stood the first meeting- 
house, at an elevation of ?00 feet above the river. The 
chain of hills on the east is distinguished by two princi- 
pal summits. Between these summits is • a depres- 
siofkof a quarter part of the mountain's height. About 
60 rods W. of the ridge or summit' of this depression, on 
an embenchment of toe mountain, is di pond of about 9* 
acres extent, very deep and replenished with fish, at an 
elevation of 200 feet above the site of the meeting house. 
There, is also another pond near the foot of the southern 
summit of 33 acres which contains nb fish, and from 
which,, during the dry season, there is no visible oirtlet. 
The southern summit terminates abruptly at the southern 
extremity with marks of violent disruption, forming what 
is termed the Xoich in the Mountain* The county ro^d 
passes through this aperture*' The hill rises again in 
Sharoi^ ; and the chains* with seme depressions and varia- 
tions, continues for several miles. There are rocks, in- 
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^veral places, which afford indications of sulphur, and 
crumble, on being exposed to the action of the sun and 
air. Iron ore of an excellent quality has been discovered 
— ^but, as yet, \n small vquantities. 

Besides the m^edicinal plants, common here, when a 
new settlement, but now seldom seen, Cohush, Ginseng, 
(panax trifolium) &c. there is found here in a singular 
piece of meadow which nearly overspreads a pond, of 
about an acre's extent, large quantities of a i:are and val- 
uable plai\t, or root, called Buck Bean^ (menyanthes.) 
This pond or .meadow is surrounded on all sides by sand 
hills and pines — and the dept?h of the water has never 
been ascertained. 

'The surface of the town being miuch varied with hills, 
vales, meadows, great swells of land, brooks, and rivulets', 
while the larger streams* are broken by falls and rapid 
in their course — the air and waters are pure ; the inhabi- 
tants remarkably healthy ; no sweeping sickness has ev- 
er been experienced to any considerable extent. The first 
settlers generally attained to more than eighty years — 
several to almost an hundred — and it is supposed there 
are now living here more than thirty persons whose ages 
would average 15 years. 

The oldest on the catalogue of longevity (except the 
late Mrs. Cunningham who deceased in her 99th year) 
is Mr. John Morrison^ who died June 14, 1776, in the 
^8th year of his age. Mr. Morrison retained his faculties 
•till within a short time of his death. He was remarka- 
bly intelligent and his memory very retentive. He, with 
his parents and family, were in the Cify, and his age 10 
years, at tlie famous siege of Londonderry. *^he trying 
i^cenes he witnessed in youth, a peculiar native elo- 
quence, his pleasing urbanity of manners, venerable age 
and correctness ana respectability of charactei^ rendered 
his society interesting and instructive. To this day, a 
strong traditionary impression of the horrors of that siege 
and of the happy consequences of the victory of the 
JBoync, (1690,) inspires a deep hatred of religious bigotry 
^nd endears the memory of William 3d, who on that me- 
morabls day, when Schomberg iiad faillen at his side, led 
the army to battle and bravely exposed his person to 
the storm of war. Nothing material occurred to interrupt 
th« prosperity of the settlement, after the return of the 
settlers m 1749 till the war of 1755. Several of the 
young men in this place, were then enlisted Jn Rogers' 
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companj of Rangers. On the 13th March, 1758, six of 
this number fell in one unfortunate moment, by an Indian 
ambuscade, near Lake George i viz* John Stewart, Rob* 
ert M'Nee, John Dinsmoor, Charles M'Coy', David Wal- 
lace and William Wilson. Alexander Robbe and Samu- 
el Cunningham, afterwards captains in the militia, alone 
escaped of this brave, but unfortunate bapd. The losi$ 
of so many young men in an infant settlement was very 
pensibhr aqd severely felt. But it is a matter equally re« 
markaQlCi that during the revohitionary war, ouf of the 
numbers, who occupiea,occasionallv,the post of danger or 
were enlisted in the service, though several perished by 
sickness, Qot one died in battle. No less than 1 7 from 
this place were preseat at the battle of Bunker^s hill, and 
25 at Bennington,^ 

The town of Peterborough was incorporated in 1 760. 
From the first settlement the people were occasionally 
supplied with preaching by ministers belonging to the 
Presbytery and by neighboring Congregational clergy^ 
men. A rresbyteriaji minister by the name of Johnston 
came with the first settlers and tarried with them about a 

J rear. Another by the name of Harvey supplied the desk 
or a time. Rev. John Morrison, the first settled minister^ 
was born at Pathfbot in Scotland^ May ?2, 1 743 ; gradua-» 
led at Edinburgh, Feb. 1765 ; arrived at Boston in May, 
the same year, ^nd was ordained at Peterborough Novv 
S6, 1766. He relinqyctished his connection with this so- 
ciety in March, 1772 — visited South Carolina, returned, 
joiaedthe army at Cambridge in 1775 and immediately 
after the Bunker hill battle went over to the King's army 
in Boston and died at Charleston, S. C. Dec. 10, 1781. 
Iter. David Annani .the second settled minister, was born 
at' Cupar of Fife in Scotland, April 4, 1754, came to Am 
vaerica .in youth, was educated at New-Brunswiek CoU 
lege, N. J., was ordained for Peterborough and at the call 
of the people here by the Presbytery which met at Wal- 
kill, N. J. Oct. 1778, and was dismissed from his pastoral 
connection with this society, at his own jreqpest, by' the 
Presbytery of Londonderry at their June session here, in 
1 792, in the 1 4th year of his ministry. Alter preaching 
in various places he returned to visit his relatives in Scot^ 
land in 180},*passedover to Ireland and died there ia 
1809. The church embodied in the congregational order 
SMEid ordained their present minister, Oct. 33, 1799. 
A small number has ever since remained who prefer 
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the prefsbjteriaQ mode. The^ongregational cburcli^ 
animated bjr a spirit of conciliaSn and desirous to ac- 
commodate their brethren, have <?ver been in the habit of 
communing with them once a jear in their mode ; and 
they have always, hitherto, contributed to the regular su- 
port of the congregational worship ; attending, usually, 
on public services. The professors of the siandii^^ or- 
der, including the Presbyterians, constitute a church of 
about 200 members. 1 ill of late years, there were no 
sectarians in this place. A small Baptist society has 
been formed, of which scarcely a solitary individual 
was born here. Thev may amount to 15 persons. None 

* have excused themselves from the support of publick wor*- 
ship as Methodists or Universalists* Mr. John Ferguson 
commenced the first school, tauehtin this place, about the 
year 175 1« Spelling books had not then been introdu^ 
ced. Besides the Bible, the school books were these — 
the primer, the psalter and the testament* Mr. Per* 
guson was the town clerk, was much respected and con- 
tinued his usefjal labours till his decease. May 5, 1769, in 
his 65th year/ 

The first^presentative of Peterborough was deacon 
Samuel Moore, elected in 1775. William Smith, Esq, 
was delegated to the Provincial Congress in 1774. Th« 
gentlemen first separated to the office of deaeons orrul* 
ing elders were William M'Nee, William Smith, Esq, Sam* 
uei Moore and Samuel Mitchel. These all adorned their 
,r profession and died in faith. They were consecrated by 
Kev. Robert Annan of Boston, in 1 778. The gentleman 
first commissioned here as justice of the peace was Hugh 
Wilson^ Esq. a respectable magistrate. The4ate vcnem 
^ble William Smith, Esq. sustained this office -^ with repvk 
tation for many years. His son, the late highly respect- 
ed and mueh lamented John Smith, Esq. long filled the 
seat of justice — was many years the representative and 
officiated as a ruline elder ; a man of great benevolence, 
liberal and enlarged views, singular integrity and un- 
common penetration. Peterborough has produced a 
goodly number to adorn the bench, the bar and the pid* 
pit — tne legislature, the hall of Congress and the chair of 

' state* And heroism has flourished here as in its native 

soil. It mi^t be invidious to speak xsi living merit-— 'let 

a memorial of departed worth be exhibited. W« barely 

mention the brav^ Col. Andrew Todd, distinguished in 

* the wars of 1744 and 1755^ as he resided till near the 
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close of life at Londonderry and made this place the re- 
treat of his old age, andTliis dormitory. Suffice it to say,- 
he entered deeply into the feelings of oUr revolutionary 
patriots and gave this as his parting charge to a grandson 
marching to Bennington — " Never turn your back to the 
enemies of your country." The taper of life now glim- 
mered in the socket, and he expired Sept. 15, 1777, in 
his 80th year. Capt. William Scott, son of Alexander - 
Scott, one of the first settlers, was born at Townsend, 
Mass. in May, 1743. He was noted not only for milita- 
ry enterprize but for his success in the forest— *-his victo- 
ries over the bear and the catamount. In 1758 and 1759 
be was a soldier in the war in Canada. He was a Lieut, 
in the battle of Bunker Hill in the regiment commanded 
by Col. (afterwards Gen^) Stark. He had gone on the 
preceding night with -the first party to throw up the en- 
trenchments. He was severely wounded by a shot 
which fractured his leg soon after the first landing of the 
enemy. • He fought resolutely till tke retreat — wnen, be- 
ing one of the last who attempted to leave the ground, he 
received four additional wounds and fell. He . was cap- 
tured, conveyed to Boston, and lodged in the jail — where 
the severity of his sufferings were, in some degree, alleV|i- 
fited by the friendly offices of the Rey. Mr. Morrison,and 
he eventually recovered — though the dther wounded offi- 
cers, his companions, died — •*was taken to Halifax on the 
evacuation of Boston, 17tli March, 1776, and was there 
rigorously confined till the 19th June, when, by under- 
mining the prison, he with several others escaped, and on 
19th of August arrived at Boston. Having joined his 
regimspnt at New- York, he was in Fort Washington at its 
surrender, Nov. 16, 1776, and was the only person who 
escaped. The enemy did not take possession of the fort 
till the next morning. In the night he swam the Hudson, 
there a mile in width, notwithstanding the season and the 
distance. 

Lieut. Scott received a captain's commission Jan. 1st, 
1777, in Col. Henley's regiment, Massachusetts line, af- 
terwards Col. Henry Jackson's. Burgoyne was now 
making a rapid progress in the North, while Capt. Scott 
was at Boston on the recruiting service. - He repaired to 
the pest of danger as a volunteer, aad contributed hisser- 
rices on that interesting occasion towards those happy 
results so ardently desired^ so gloriously realized. 
' He was with Gen. StiUiran at the battle on Rhode- 
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Island and served in the army with his two sons till he 
resigned in 1 781 ; and entered on the naval service oa 
board the Dane frigate and served in that and other ships 
of war till the peaces His son David died in the 6 th 
year of his service ; the other* still survfves. 

In 1792, Capt. Scott's courage and humanity were se- 
verely tested in a most perilous conjuncture, thus narrated 
in the news from Philadelphia under date of July 2d. 

" Yesterday at half past three o'clock, commenced a 
most tremendous hurricane which lasted 15 minutes." 
The writer after describing the scene in general terms 
proceeds to state — " a boat from this city to the Jersey 
shore was overset within 50 rods of Cooper's wharf. 
There were in the boat Capt. Scott, Mr. Blake, his wife 
and four small children, a young woman and Mr. Betis ; 
in all 9 persons — none of whom could swim but Capt* 
Scott. The captain, by the most astonishing^ and praise- 
worthy exertions, was able, providentially, to save them 
all. He swam ashore with one child hanging round his 
neck and one to each arm, and he returned to the boat 
amidst the boisterous waves raging in a furious and 
frightful manner and brought the others who had with 
much difficulty held by the boat, safe to the land.'' 

In 1793, he had an appointment in the suite of Gen. 
Lincoln and the other commissioners who went to settle a 
treaty with the six nations of Indians at or near Sandus- 
ky— when his health was impaired. In 1796, he was 
connfected with a party in surveying lands on the Black 
river, near Lake Erie and in the vicinity of the smaller 
lakes. This party was attacked by the lake fever and 
the captain returned with a division of the sick, to Port 
Stanwix. Finding it difficult to procure any to go back 
after the sick persons left behind in tliie wilderness, he de- 
termined to go himself — though strongly dissuaded by 
the physician who affirmed tkat he coiild not return alive. 
Capt. Scott replied, " I think I shall — but if not, my life 
is no better than theirs."^ He succeeded in his benevo- 
lent attempt, but died on the 10th day after his return at 
Litchfield, N. Y. Sept. 1 9, 1 796, in his 54th year. 

Lieut. William Robbe, 7th son of William Robbe and 

.Agnes Patterson, his wife, tiras born at Sudbury, Mass. 

November 22, 1730, and came with his father and family 

to Peterborough when he was 10 or ^12 years of age.i 

*Jolin Scott, Esq, who has kindly famifliied these facts. 
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His nother had supposed herself cured in her youth of 
the King's Evil by a man reputed to be a seventh son^ who 
travers^ Ireland, as it was said, at his majesty's ex- 
pence, and performed, it was believed, the most marvel- 
lous cures in that obstinate disorder, by gently rubbins 
the diseased person in the throat with his naked hand, 
and, instead of taking a reward, bestowing a piece of sil- 
ver# The first fruit of Mrs. Robbe's marriage was a 
daughter — then seven sons in succession — then another 
daughter. Mrs. Robbe fuUjr believed her son William, 
by the circumstances of his birth, endued with the power 
of curing the King's Evil. She was a woman of most ex- 
cellent and amiable spirit^ and once put her life to the ut« 
most hazard by applying her mouth to the wound on the 
Jeg of a young man, produced by the bite of a venomous 
serpent, and sucking out the poison. The young man 
was saved and lived to be a great blessing and ornament 
to society — and she escaped uninjured. She charged 
her son to attend gratuitously on all who should apply to 
him for relief and to give each a piece of silver. Lieut* 
Robbe ncv^r refused his assistance to any who applied — 
but the applications becoming numerous and frequent, 
occasioned no small expence of time and money. At 
fength, he determined to remove to a more retired situa- 
tion, and had actually removed his goods to a house and 
farm he had purchased at Stoddard- — then a new settle- 
sment. On tne first night after his arrival, the house from 
some unknown cause, took fire and consumed his proper- 
ty — and the misfortunes he sustained in regard to Lis cat- 
tle and crops soon induced him to return and resume bis 
former course of incessant trouble and expence. He 
met with no more misfortunes, always enjoyed a comforta- 
ble support and lived to a good old age. He was a man 
of a very amiable^ disinterested disposition, of modest, 
unassuming manners and of inflexible uprightness. — 
When questioned as to his supposed extraordinary pow- 
«ps, tbavgh he acknowledged the undeniable efiects which 
in many caaes almost immediately followed the applica- 
tion of bis hand, he would by no means pretend to assign 
the reason — saying that ' he knew no more about it than 
others.' It was stated by the late Dr. John Young, an emi- 
nent practitioner In medicine, in Peterborough, for more 
than 40 years-*-that infant children afflicted with scrofu- 
lous aSecticms afid tuiaouirs-^too obstinate to yield to 
^icdical aid, did receive an almost immediately percepti* 
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We and an e&ctual relief by an application to Lieut* 
Robbe. The cause, he observed, he- could not assign, 
but he could testify in the negative that the age of the pa- 
tients* rendered it certain that the effect did not proceed 
from aiiy influence on their imaginations. 

Full of days, in full possession of his mental powers — 
in jf>atient and pious submission to the mil of God, this tru- 
ly excellent and worthy man sunk slowly and gradually 
into the graven And aifter he was unable to lift his fecbfe 
hands, they were guided by others to give the healing ap- 
plication to the unhappy victims of dise%ise« It would re- 
quire a volume to record the extraordinary cures which 
have been aseribed to his instrumentality. He died uni- 
versally respected and lamented June 8, 1B15, iti the 85th 
year of his age. 

A case of supposed demoniacal Agency and possession 
occurred here 5^ years ago, which astonished the divines 
of that day ; and a tale might be told not inferior to the nar- 
ratives in Mather's Magnalia, or the more recent state- 
ments in Southey's life of Wesley. But the memoir of 
Lieut. Robbe contains as much of the iharvellous as will 
be swallowed by mdderfa credulity. Well attested facta 
are stubborn things ; individuals, however, are left to 
make their own inferences. Some will side with Gro- 
tius and Dr. Mather ; — others with Rev. Hugh Farmer 
and Dr. Priestlev. 

The general character of the inhabitants of Peterbo- 
rough is that of enterprize, industry and intelligence. 
Intemperance and the grosser vices are scarcely known, 
and there is not an iildividual here who professes to dis- 
believe the christian religion. The principal village is 
Situated betTireen the great bridge and the bridge over the 
Western branch, and in the immediate vicinity ; within 
the compass of half a mile. Here are situated 3 cotton 
iactories, incltiding Mr. Smith's extensive establishment, 
his cotton factory, oil mill, fullin|( mill and paper manu- 
factory. His mansion, on the eastern side of ihe main 
river, commands a pleasing view of the priaripal build- 
ings. Two miles south are situated a cotton factory and 
a woollen factory. About the same distance nortn, an- 
other cotton factory. Besides these, there are, on (he 
various streams, several grist and saw mills. 

The publick buildings are the congregational meeting 
bouse, si;L school houses and a small baptist neeting 
house* 

18 
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The Social liibrary contains a handsome selection of 
well chosen books. 

The Peterborough Bible Society was established Oct* 
2d, 1 si 4, and is not connected with any other Society. 
J«hn Smith, Esq. held the office of President, till his 
death, Aug. 7, 182U This office is now filled by the 
Hon. Samuel Smith. To the funds of this society, an un* 
solicited and unexpected donation was generously pre- 
sented in 1815, by his Honour William Phillips, Esq^Ll* 
Governor of Massachusetts. 



NOTEa 

Jfote top. 133. 

The following- is a list of the graduates from Peterborough at 
the several Colleg>cs, since 17^:. 

Hon. Jereminb Smith—late Chie'' Justice and GoTerDor» - 
f Hon. James Wilson — late M. C. 

Hon. John Wilson— late M. C. from Maine. 

Jeoae Qmith, M. D. Professor at Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Reuben D. Miibsey. M. D. Professor at Hanover. 

Rev. Messrs. Walter Little, William Ritchie, Jdmeilhorter and 
Joseph Biacket. 

Actornies or students af law — Stephen MitcbeU John Stuart, 
Charles J. Stuart, Jonathan Smith, James Wilson, jnn. and 4 young 
gentlemen by the name of Steele.-- A masa Edes, preceptor of the 
Academy, New-Ipswich. — Charles White, a youn^ man of superior 
talents, desig^ned for the miQi&try^ died at &ea in returmng from ^ 
New-OrleaoA. 

• ( I 

Jfote^p. 133. 

The following is a lift of the soldiers from Peterborough ia the 
war of 1755. 

In 1755. * James Turner, Samuel Wallace, William Swan. 

In 1756. Thomas Cnnningham, Samuel Cunningham. 

In 1757. CharlesM'Coy, John Stuart, David Wallace, William 
Wilson, Robert M'Nec, John Dinsmoor, (slain 13th March 1758) 
Alexander Robbe, Samuel Cunningham, (escaped) Alexander bcott, 
Thomas Cunningham, (not in battle.) ^ 

Id 1758. William Scott, '''Jeremiah Swan, Samuel Stinnon, Alex* 
aoder Scett. 

In 1769. Robert Wilson, Daniel AUat, John Taggart, William 
Scott, George M'Leod. 

Tn 1760. Samuel Gregg, John Tag^art, Samuel Cunningham, 
William Cunningham, MoorStinson, flenry Ferguson, John Swan, 
William Scett, Solomon Turner, John Turner, *John Hog^sr, *Davici 
Scott. N. B The two lasl broke out, in returning, with the sroail 
pox and died at home. The others asterized died in Camp. 

List of soldiers from Peterborough at Bunker hill, 17th June, 
tT76. Capt. Wm. Scott, Lieut. *Wm. Scott, *G9orge IVfLeod^ 
Janes Haokleji ^oba Graham^ David Scott> James Scolt, Tbomav 
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Bcott, David Robh©, ♦Randal TVI'AIester, John Tapfgart, Samiiel 
Mitchel, Thomas Morrtsoo, David Aliat, T()omas Qreen, Joseph 
Henderson, Richard Gilchrist. N. B. Those asterized werewotindU 
ed.-^Ensig'n TVilJiain Cochran, John Stran and Jonathao Baruet 
were on duty, ^tit not in the battle— Rev. Mr. Morrison retn'jined 
in camp and excused himself from accompanyinp^ his friends, aneg"-! 
ing that the lock of his (run was so injured asio he useless. Shortly 
after, he pasted over to Boston. M^AIcster and Green were se* 
ve rely woo nded. Green, in a fainting and almost expiring' state, 
vias saved by his friend Ciichrist, who transported hiiji on his back 
'from Bunker hill to Medford. 

SoMiers fr<«m Pefrrborongb rn the revolotiojiarv war. 
, 1776. /t Cambridge, 26S 1775. No\. ^or do. (6'week«.) 16. 1776. 
(for 3 yeais, and during ihewar) Ju.re, forTicond* roga, 11. 1776. 
Auff. for New- York, 7. 1776. Dec. for do. 8, 1777. May, for Ti- 
oonderoga, S. 

At Benniiig'.qn Battle the soldiery from Peterborough and New* 

Ipswich formed a company under the command of Ca^jt. 

of New-lpswicti, and laeut. Smuel Cunningham of Peterborough. 
Seireral mtles from the main arm},lhey fell into an ainbuahment of 
tones. Cunningham's coolness and consu'^mate address supplied 
the want of numbers and of aa cx]ual, open contest. With the voice 
of a lion he called ofl one i)f the officers to bring up a body of 600 
men to flank (he enemy. The tories fled, left behind them their 
baggage and plundcr-~and an open, unmolested ruad to the army, 
In rhi«;enronntcr Hon. Jereniiah bmilh, then a private, and tseveral 
athers were wonnded. 

1777. Capture of Burgoyne, 25. 1778. At Rhode-Island, 19, 

None of these died in battle. A pumber died tf the diseases of 
Ibe camp and'the fatigues of war. Ol thesq, 4 perished at Cam« 
bridge, and 3 detached from (/ombridge to Canada, on the retreat 
ifiiibseqiieDt to the fall of Montgomery. 

Xoie top. 136. 
7hi8 occurred at Lnnenburgh, Ma^s. Feterboroogl^ like Iceland^ 
<coutaius no venomous repules. 

KOTE BY THE EDITORS. 

From a petition for an act of incorporation, dated Oct. 31, 17»9, 
in the Secretary's office, signed by Thomas Morrisoo, Jonathah 
Moi rison, and Thomas Cunningham, inhabitants of Peterborough, 
it appears that that town was settled several ^ears earlier than tlm 
date of its first settlement given in the preceding accouot. The 
prtitioners say " that %bout the year of our L©rd 1739, a number of 
j>ersoDs in consequence of a grant of a tract of* land had and obtain- 
ed from the Great and General Court or Assembly of the Province 
of Massachusetts Bay i)y Samuel Haywood and others, granting to 
them the tract of land on certain conditions of settlement, in pur- 
snance wheteof, a numbjSr of people went on to said laud and be- 
gSiQ SL settlement, though then very far from any other inhabitants.^' 
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The petitiooen farther say " we haye continued increasing: since the 
year, ^739, except some times "rhen we left said township for fear 
•f being' destroyed by the^ enemy who several times drove us from 
pur settlements soon after we be^an. aqd almost ruined many of 
US." 
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NOTICE OF REV. ELIJAH FLETCHER. 

Rev. Elijah Fletcher was the the second Congregational 
^1 minister in Hopkinton, and of five who have been 
regularly indncted into oflSce in that town,is the only one 
who has died ip the ministry ^ — He was son of Mr. Timo- 
othy Fletcher, of Westford, Mass. who was a descendant 
from William Fletcher, one of the first inhabitants of 
Chelmsford, where he settled in 1653, and was one of the 
first selectmen chosen in that* place. It is thought that he 
was a native of England ; that after coming to this country 
he resided a short time at Concord, from whence it seems 
he went to Chelmsford, The mother of Rev. Mn 
Fletcher, was Bridget Richardson, born April 23, 1726, 
daughter of Capt. Zachariah Richardson of Chelmsford, 
who died March 22, 1776, aged 80. Capt. R. was grani 
son oi Capt. Josiah Richardson, another of the first settlers 
of Chelmsford, a man of distinction and worth, who- died 
July 22, 1695. 

Mr. Fleischer received his education at Harvard Col- 
lege, Where he graduated in 1769.— He prepared himself 
for the Ministry and was ordained at Hopkinton, Janua- 
ry 27, 1773. His ministerial course was not of long du- 
ration. — He died April 8, 1 786, aged 39. Mr. Fletcher 
was a good scholar and was esteemed an able preacher. 
We have never met with any of his publications, except- 
ing a volume of Hymns and Spiritual Songs composed 
by his mother, to which he perfixed a preface, anji 
at the earnest solicitations of her friends published in 
the year 1774. The hymns contained in this voU 
ume, of which very few copies are to be found, were 
written without any view to publication, and can 
claim no reputation for their poetical merits, but may be 
recommended for their ardent piety and devotional feeli- 
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HONORABLE JOSIAH BARTLETT, 
One o/* the Delegates who signed the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence^ and the first Governor of New-Hampshire* 

JosiAH Bartlett was a native of Amesbury i» Massa- 
chusetts, where he was born in November, 1 729. His 
ancestors were of Norman origin, and came to England 
with William, Duke , of Normandy, afterwards King of 
England, and settled in the south of that island* A 
branch of this family came to America during the 17th 
century, and settled at Beverly in Massachusetts. The 
great grand father of Governor Bartlett, whose name 
was John, lived in Beverly and had several sons, one of 
whom, named Richard, c^me and settled at Newbury. 
He had eieht sons and two daughters. Stephen, his fifth 
son, settled in Amesbury, Ms. His wife, the mother of 
Gov. B. was a Webster. Stephen Bartlett had five sons 
and one daughter, of whom Josiah, who is the subject of 
this memoir, was the foul-th son. The whole family 
were esteemed for good sense, for their regular and mor- 
al deportment and quick perceptiost 

Josiah was early put to learn the rudinients of the Lat-^ 
in and Greek languages, which he did with ^considerable 
rapidity, having a quick perception and tenacious memo- 
ry* At the age of 16, he was placed w&h a Doctor Or4- 
way of the town, and a distant relation, to commence the 
study of physic. At that time, it was ctistomary for ttic 
inhabitants of the colonies to adopt the customs of the 
parent country so far as theti* means would admit ; one of 
which was, th'\t students in medicine should study from 
five to seven years with a physician before they could be 
considered qualified to practice for themselves. The 
preparatory custom deviated fropa the English through 
necessity. Mr. Bartlett soon exhausted Dr. OrdwayV 
scanty library, and was obliged to have recourse to tne 
libraries of neighboring gentlemen, among whom was the 
Rev. Dr. Websrter,an able and learned divine, who was 
settled at' Salisbury, Ms. a few miles distant from his fa- 
ther's residence. Mr. Webster, who was a distant mater- 
nal relaticm, was a gentleman of geod understanding, and 

liberal Jibd, and possessed a valuable library of^ choice 
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bookf for those dajs ; and when he became acquainted 
tvitb Mr. B. was highly attached to him, generously gave 
him the loan of his library, gave him much information 
on literary subjects and formed a lasting friendship which 
ceased only with life. 

The Bartlett family were puritans ; in ftieir religiou3 
creeds, calvinistic, the prevailing doctrine among the dis- 
senters both in Endand and America. Mr. Bartlett 
while young entertamed doubts of the correctness of 
these principles, and during a greater part of. his life, was 
a believer in the free agency and moral atcountaMity 
of man. 

When Dr. Biirtlett had comipleted his medical educa- 
tion in 1750, at the age of 21, be commenced the practice 
ef his profession at Kingston. He took lodgings with 
the Rev. Joseph Secombs, a pious and well informed 
minister, who was then settled in Kingston, having a de* 
cent library, with many valuqible books, to which he al- 
ways had free access. He came to Kingston in the year 
1750. In the year 1752, he was taken sick with a fever 
which would have proved fatal to him had not his own 
reason counteract<*d the hackneyed modes of his attend- 
ant physician. After th** fever had extended to a length 
ftp[»roaching a crisis, his strength much exhausted by a 
warm and stimulating regimen, added to seclusion .from 
the air and the violence of a severe fever — his physician 
pronounced his disorder fatal, and he probably woulj 
have died ; but that night he prevailed upon two young 
men who watched with him to draw a quart of cider ana 
give It to him as he should direct. They at first pererap* 
torily declined, as being contrary to medical orders and 
ifom fear of being accessaries to his death. His ^irgup 
ments and importunities however prevailed : he took 
about half a tea^^up full at a time, at intervals through 
the night -^ each draught cooled the fever, invigorated his 
body, calmed the sensorial perturbations and made him 
evidently better ; so that in the morning the powers of 
aatare became so revived as to throw out a plentiful per- 
spiration, and checked the fever, to the grea£ joy of all 
eoKncerned.' Ever after this event, Dr. B. was a great ob- 
server of nature in all diseases and never was bound to 
dogmatical medical rules in prescribing for his patients* 
Having emancipated his mind from the trammels of arbi- 
trary rules he founded his practice upon the details of na« 
lure and experience— readily perceiving the love of Deity 
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to all bis^ storks ; in giving to the mind a benificent pleas- 
ure in gooaness,directed by conscience and reason ; and to 
the body the vis medicatr'x nalura^ instead of traditiona- 
ry rules. With these principles, Dr. B. began his ca- 
reer ol public usefulness, accurately discriminating be- 
tween error and truth. He soon became popular as a 
physician, and secured a large share of practice both lu- 
crative and honorable to himself^ and highlv useful to the 
people. Dr. B« first discovered that the Peruvian bark 
was so highly useful in curing the canker, or angina ma" 
ligna tonsillaris^ which then roged for the second or third 
time since its first commencement at Kingston, and which 
he discovered to be a highly f?«/rtd instead oi infamrrmiO' 
ty disease, as the physicians nad before believed it to be, 
and fatally treated it as such. 

Early in the sprine of 1735 a distemper originated ia 
Kingston, which eluded all the powers of the physicians 
of that period. It was called the throat distemper^ an4 
was said to originate with a man by the name of Clough^ 
who in April of that year had a swine taken sick with a 
complaint in its throat and died* Mr. Clough skinned 
the hog and opened it. Soon after he was taken sick 
with a complaint in his throat, and died suddenly. Ear- 
ly in May the same year two children of Deac. Elkin^ 
Vere taken with the cynanche maligna and died suddenly. 
Immediately after some children of a Mr. Webster died 
with it. From these points it scon spread every waj 
ranging through most of the families, not according to th% 
effects of contagion or qualities of soil, but to appearaiw 
ces entirely fortuitous, until most of the families lo€t near- 
ly all their (Children under ten years of age. The dis- 
ease was so suddenly mortal that death ofter^ took place 
in twelve hours fyora the attack. It is related of children 
that while sitting up at play they would fall and expire 
with their play things in their hands. A family by th« 
name of Abbot had three children buried in owe graver 
many others had two, and some lost all their children of 
four or five. This disease was as fatal as the plague ia 
warm climates, with equal distrc^ss to the families. It 
appeared to be entirely new, and mot understood, aU 
though in some ancient authors a similar disease has been 
mentioaed. The depleting and antiphlogistic course of 
practice was pursued with almost invariable death, and 
all physicians were entirely at a loss for a successful 
method of cure. This disease at that time, like the spot** 
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ted fever since, possessed its greatest virulence at its first 
appearance. In 1754 and 65, after Dr. Bartlett came in- 
to Kingstown, the disease again made its appearance, but 
with less malignity. He at first followed the accustomed 
antiphlogistic course with like ill success. He then de* 
voted much attention to the nature of the complaint and 
became well satisfied that antiseptics would be useful. 
Soon after one of his own children was taken sick — ^upon 
whom he tried the experiment of using the Peruvian bal-k 
with a happy results He afterwards made use of the 
same remedy to other children with like good efiects. 

Dr. Bartlett, from his integrity and decision of char- 
acter, was soon designated as a magistrate, and sustained 
various ofiices from the lowest to the highest. He was aW 
so appointed by Gov. John Wentworth to the command 
of a regiment of militia, where he discharged his duties 
with much promptness and fidelity. 

In the year 1 765, CoL Bartlett began his political ca«» 
. reer, as representative for the town of Kingston in the Ic^ 
gislature of this then province, Benning Wentworth 
being at that time Governor, who was succeeded 
iii 1767, by Gov. John Wentworth. Col. B. hav- 
ing his principles well grounded upon truth, justice 
and philanthropy, and having no traits of sycophancy of 
selfish ambition in his character, was surprised at the 
mercenary views and actions of the Royal Governor, and 
more especially so to find a majority of the legislature 
subservient to his will. This rendered his seat rather un* 
pleasant. Being himself a stern republican, devoted to 
the good of his country and people, he was obliged to act 
in many cases in opposition to royal policy, and be in a 
small minority, votmg againit unjust violations of right, 
end usurpations altogether unwarrantable. 

The former Governor (Benning Wentworth) had grant- 
ed charters for a number of towns, reserving some of the 
best rights for himself, and other g:ood tracts for the ben- 
efit of the Episcopal Church. The ne^w Governor re-* 
granted several towns which his predecessor had before 
chartered, and granted new towns interfering with the for- 
mer grants, taking especial care to make large reserva- 
tions of the best lands for himself. Against such conduct 
there were many complaints from the injured, their 
^•iends and most others who approved of rectitude in pub- 
lick dealings. Most of the people were puritans in senti- 
t^ent^ and disliked the grants to the Church of Einglandy 
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Js^atvin^ suspicions that by artifice tlic British govern- 
ment intended to establish that kind of religion in this 
country. This produced jealousies and collisions between 
the Governor and his party, and the patriots and injured 
people { in which CoL Bartlett took an active part, in tjbie 
then minority. A little antecedent to this time, there were 
jealousies between the British ministry atid the people of 
the colonies, which arose chiefly from the rapia popula- 
tion and lax government of the provinces; As this colo- 
ny was partly settled by priv*ite colonization societies, 
for the sake of speculation, and partly from mdividual 
adventurers, who emigrated from personal considerations 
»the British government paid but little attention to them; 
neither did it aid or protect them according to the ex- 
pectations of the settlers. For this cause, the settlers 
were under the necessity of associating themselves at first 
under a government of their 6wn, for mutual protection 
and accommodation; afterwards, t^hen they became 
more populous, their government and laws were either di- 
rectly or indirectly sanctioned by the parent government. 
The progressive growth of the colonies was propitious to, 
and laid the seeds for, a fliture independence. 

The ostensible cause of the mutual bickering^ between 
the mother country and her American colonies, was that 
she had been at great expence in carrying on the war in 
Nova Scotia and Canada in the year 1 760) and that the 
colonies ought to be taxed to help repay the general 
expence ; consequently, they imposed the famous stamp 
fax so memorable in the annals of those times. This tax 
was reisisted by the colonies ; the stamp officers were 
kumt in effigy, their characters defamed, thjeir persons in- 
sulted, and so many obstacles appeared, that the parlia^ 
mcnt of Great-Britain repealed the act in 1766. The 
colonies justified their resistance upon the ground that tber 
were arbitrarily taxed, unrepresented and not consulted; 
that thev had furnished their quota of men and propor* 
tion of tne expence of that war ; that they were the great- 
est sufferers ; that they had furnished troops at their own 
expence who were sent to reduce Cuba and make' con- 
quests for the English, where most of them perished, 
without apy advantage to themselves ; that they were 
forced to protect themselves against the hostility of tht 
Indians in their early settlements, without assistance from 
England, when most needed ; and now, when able to pro- 
tect their own territories, England officiously pretended 
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Jo aid thefti while they were making their own conquest., 
Tbey satid that they were willing to tax ihemselvefi in aU 
just cases for the common benefil of both countries ; or 
even t6 submit to taxes not levied by a common parlia- 
ment, where they could be represented r but that taxes 
imposed by the loritisfa Government without their having 
any .voice in il, or even being consulted, were arbitrary, 
.unjust^ and fit only to be borne by slaves, and which, ai 
JEngJisttitien, they were bound to resist. 
. 'i'he British King (GeoJ IJ.) was too much under the iiF- 
fi,\ktiice of bis ministers* His aged tutor, Lord Bute, wal 
then alire, wnai possessed his early tyrannical principled 
Ijiord North was at the head of the ministry, a large mm^ 
^rit¥ of whom were of the same unyielding principles ai 
Ijova Bute. The con^quence was a renewal cf the taxe^ 
and in 1772 duties were imposed on tea used in Ameti* 
ca* Theiff merchants.sent oCit vast cargoes of teas thai 
^he duties itiight be collected ; and pedlers were em* 
.|>loyerI to distribute it throughout the country towns itt 
ifew*England» The tea tax was resisted as weH as tht 
^tamp t^x. In Boston, a number of men dressed and 
disguised aS) Indians, went in the night on board ol somt 
pf the tfea ships ^nd destroyed 342 chests of tea* In 
King9to,9, ,a pedlar by the name of Graham, supposed 16 
k^ aa Gnglishmah, arrived in the spring of 1774, iold tea 
iti manjf houses, and in many more gave it away in small 
Quantities to the women privately. When then* husband* 
and others discovered it, and found he lodged that night 
^t a tatt^rn, they assembled and surrounded the housed 
while the p^dler, to avoid their fury, leaped from a win* 
do w and ran about half a mile into a thick swamp* They 
sectured all his tea, caught him the next day, collected 
5»rhat toa he had soid or given away, placed it altogether 
vnder ah elm near the tavern,.set it on fire in presence of 
a. lai'ge concourse of spectators, and the pedler wa* 
constrained to witries3 the conflagration of this taxable 
commodity, under repeated huzzas of ^ liberty and no 
ta,xes," tvhile the tr^e Was dubbed with the name of Lib* 
eriy ivti' Graham Was giadto make good bis escnpe from 
jfce fUry of the populace, who had, however, done him 
IH) ^ther injury than to frighten him severly Ibr his te- 
piferity. These Anecdotes shew the height of popular en* 
thu^asm against wb^t were considered the unjustifiable 
m^asure^ of the British minfetry. 
. Gov. Johtt Wejlt^forth, sdon ifter hift appointmeat, fiftd-^ 
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mgDiv Bartiett to be an influential member of the assem*. 
biy, appointed him a justice of the peace ; Ia t tie Was not 
to be allured from his duty and principles by executive- 
baubles, for at the June session in 1768, he resolutely op- 
posed the grant called for by the Governor. 

The current of discord between England and Atncrica 
continued flowing with increased strength until the year 
ji774 ; and continued bickerings between the Assembly 
and the Governor gave constant accessions to the minorip 
tjm To prevent their becoming a majority, the Governor 
iHsued a mandamus and called three or four of his fino^ 
friends into the house, amongst whom was a CoL Trentom 
This gentleman was bold and overbearing in tlie House, 
to much so that he disgusted many of the wavedng mem» 
bers. This political manoeuvre highly exasperated tlie 
assembly against the Governor, and 1 Yen ton had to bear 
no small share of their vengeance* A succession of evi^ 
ents continued by impositions and resLstance until pubKck 
afl'airs ap])eared alarming. Dr. B. was a constant and 
active member — ^private meetings of the leaders of the 
oppos!t on .were held, at which some of the people at- 
tended. Dr. Barllett, Dr. Thomfison, a member from 
Dover, Col. Giddinge and Col. Nathaniel Folsom, from 
£xeter, were the principal leaders in the house. A com- 
tnittee of correspondence was chosen, who corresponded 
'with a like committee in Massachusetts* A general con- 
gress of all the colonies who would join was proposed^ to 
£on»uk upon measures to be takeny and was agreed to bv 
many of the states. They were to meet at Philadelphia 
in 6€tpt« 1 774. A committee of safety was appointed, of 
which Col. Weare was* chosen President, and Cd. 
Thompson, Secretary. In the spring of 1774, the con- 
egress at Exeter met aid elected Dr. B:irtlett and JoKn 
Pickaring, Esq. a lawyer of Portsmouth. He declined 
Ahit appointment. Dr. B. having lost his hou^e by tfire, 
.;aIso declined. Col. Foisom and Gen. Sullivan wei-e then 
-appointed, who attended, 

Tbe^King's message to the (Eapliant^Mrt on the 7fh of 
liMaroh ; the -Boston Port©iil of 31st ^f March ; the iNew- 
- England Riot BiQ of Aptil 25th.; the arrivd of <Gen. 
.4jbage with troops and milkaty stores, Ma^' 13th, and^lgs 
-.prociaiftation, 9flth of June r774---^w^e'al^T^rtenttms<)f 
.^^at.evepis to /die American ^oloiiie9. Although the 
:|iaopi€jhadi)eea enneed to. hardship, asd iii^cped in 4hc 

cradle of alarms ; althougb adversity was their corapan* 
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10D5 and danger their constant inmate, yet when a war 
with their parent country was ih full glare upon their 
i&inds, a tremulous thrill of fear damped their ardent 
enthusiasm, tiatil (he shedding of American blood re« 
kindled their indignation* 

Many could npt withstand such obvious pirecursors of 
a civil war; and this formed a line of demarkation, which 
divided the people into two classes. Those whose patri« 
otism and resolution were equal tp meet the threatened 
storm, were tenned Whigs ; those whose fears overpow-. 
efed tneir reason, or whose sentiments were more favora* 
ble to monarchy, or where interest or ambition led them 
to espouse the cause of England, were called Torits^ and 
were watched with suspicious vjgilance by the Whigs** 
The continual collisions between the Governor and As- 
sembly caused the former to prorogue them frequently 
until tne next year 1775, when it became manifest from 
the obstinacy of the Parliament of Great Britain and 
the royal Governors, that either a civil war or sub- 
mission to slavery must take place. 

In February, 1775, Dr. Bartlett received a letter from 
.the clerk of the court of common pleas under Governor 
Wentworth, notifying him that his name was erased from 
the Commission of the Peace for the county of Rocking 
ham; also another of the same^ date/ from the Deputy 
Secretary, notifying him that the Governor with advice 
of counsel had dismissed him from his command in the 
militia. Col. Thompson and several other leaders of the 
Whigs were also politely honored in the same way.— - 
This year imposed arduous duties upon the committee of 
pafety, several of whom, and among the rest Col. Bartlett, 
belonged to the Colonial Assembly ,in which a strong ma- 
jority had become oppose^ to Gov. Wentworth. He pro- 
rogued the House— dissolved them — ^sent for a new one 
— :prorogued them— rand the diftculty with Trenton waaf 
such, that bis house was assailed /by the populace at 
Portsmouth, demanding Trenton, who had resorted thent 
for protection-«a cannon was brought and placed befor^ 
it, and they both took refuge qn board the Fowey man 
of war, lying in the harbor. Dr. Bartlett and his pom* 
peers had a constant and double duty to perform in the 
Assembly — as Committee of Safety^ and in the provin* 
cial Congress, called at Exeter. They vrere, however, 
(K>on reliofied from the formei) wh«Q Gov. Wentworth se^^t 
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Ms secretary to the assembly and dissolved them — this 
being the last oiBcial act of royalty in New-Hampshire. 

In September, 1775, CoL Bartlett was appointed to 
command a regiment by the Provincial Congress, of 
tvhich Matthew Thornton was president. The committee 
of safety were continued by choice of the Provincial 
Congress, and had full executive and legislative powers 
granted them in the recess of this congress. They plan- 
ned a re-organization of the State ; framed an oath of al- 
leriance, and required all to take it ; those who refus- 
eo, were confined until they did. This oath was called 
in pleasantry the " Chevaux defrise,^^ 

In the summer of 1 775, Col. Bartlett ^tas chosen a del- 
egate to the Continental Congress, and repaired to Phila- 
delphia in September. He remained there until March, 
when he returned home, and after a short stay returned to 
Philadelphia again, where he remained until the 1 7th of 
May. Col. Barilett's task was arduous and fatiguing. 
Congress met at 9, A. M. and sat till 4, P. M., then dined. 
He was afterwards on committee till 8, 9 and 10 o'clock 
in the evening. The increasing prospect of untried 
events, in whicn their lives, their families, and estates 
were put to the hazard — the death of their late valuable 
President — the death of Gen. Montgomery — ^the ravages 
of the infuriated enemy — ^their unjustifiable destruction of 
an innocent people, together with the thoughts of his dis- 
tant family, who were not in an eligible situation in con« 
sequence of his recent loss by fire ; all conspired to de- 
press his mind. He however sustained these cares witli 
a consciousness of the justice of his cause,and a reliance on 
theeoodnessof the Supreme disposer of all events, which 
connrmed his perseverance in duty. 

In July, 1776, Congress declared the Independence of 
America. This subject had been some time in agitation, 
and freely discussed m Congress. The British partizans 
in Philadelphia endeavoured to influence the members 
against it, and some of them\)pposed it with moderation ; 
but the more firm and zealous patriots urged it warmly 
akkd used every argument for it. They finally found they 
could carry a majority on the first of July. It was, how- 
ever, discussed every day until the fourth, to obtain as 
ttnanimotis a vote as possible ; when on that day they 
thought proper to take the vote, beginning with the nortoh 
emmost state, or New-Hampshire. CoL Bartlett's name 
was Arstxalledi who answered in the affirmative. The 
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Other states were then called in rotation netil they came 
to Georgia. The President of Congress, John Hancock, 
first signed the declaration, and Co]. Barilett next — ^he 
beiii^ the first who voted for, and first after the PresideBt- 
who signed it. 

In the spring of the year 1776, the French gpvernraeflt 
deputed an agent to contract a friendly alliance with the 
struggling colonies, which was formed, and proved of the 

freatest benefit to this country. The brave Marquis de la 
ayette and other distinguished Frenchnien jpi.sied our 
armies in 1 778, and contributed their services to the cause 
of freedom. Large supplies of arms and ammunition were 
soon received, and the heroick geni\;is of the couu^ry was 
invigorated and supported. These supplies from France 
aad the friendly spirit of her government towards this 
(pountry, brought on high-toned remonstrances from the 
British government, which finally resulted in open bpstH- 
itics between England and France, in 1778. 

Col. Bartlett returned from Congress in 1 776, worn 
dewn with fatigues and ill health, .and did not again at- 

• tend their sittings until 1 778. In the meantime, however, 
he was engaged in other publick duties^at home, and also 
in providiog for the forces of the intrepid StarJc at Ben* 
pin;tpn-T-his troops ibeii^ solely under the control of. 
•Ne vjT-lf amps4iirei* 

In May, 1778, Col. Bartlett again attended as a dele- 
gate at Congress, which sat at YorktowDf the ^emy 
then, occupying Philajdelphia. Ke went in • cooipany 
with Mr. John Wentworth, who was so unwell that he 
could not long attend Congress, and returned the fiirst <^ 
August. After the enemy evacuated Philadelphia, Coct- 
gress adjourned to meet there again the first of July^ 

• The delegates dispersed from Yorktown at different 
times. and ifi different, companies,, at their coavenienct. 
.Col. B. scit off with his servant only with him, theue "bft- 
ing'awood of considerable space thrpiigh which' they 
.w^e oblig^,d <to pa^s. This wood was infested with: a 
'^band of robjl^ers, si^pposed to be about twenty m mxwbet^ 
4vho plundered all that tra;^6Ued throQa^ it. .4ct'$m)h 
..times of violence, people, who had b^ii ^riveQ from tlieir 

hopaes and. occupations by.the'm9v«p»entp o|fiw*en4i»g 
armi^, resorte^ to like, violence, A»p9n tfee.-^i^eapy HBWM^ 
ier:vtoobtaiii.§i4^stenc|^; or peFha^ps sw^ iim^i^S^^tfi' 

♦See Life of Stark*, pt 62 of this work. 
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fies,whdwcfe then called ** cow-boys,^' mijgiit eottpose 
IliKi tend. When ther had arrirecfat th6 taV^rh rieat 
^h^ wood, and stopped ta refresh themselves and liorses, 
they Wet6 inforinea that it was dangerous <o paf fi alone ; 
ftait the ibbbers were very active about that time, and 
delated as anecdote of the paymaster of the army, wh6 
took a largfe quantity of paper money from York town ^ 
feW weeks before fo the afmy under Gen. Washington. 
This gentleman was an officer in the army ; he was alone, 
and on approaching the wood he learnca the active spirit 
and supposed nombcr of the robbers. Finding it would 
•not be safe for him to attempt to pass in his i)rea- 
ent character, he put off his miHtary tiniform ^nd every 
•appearance of rank ; took an old shabby lookir^ Jiorse^ 
•saddle, bridle and farmer's saddle bags, in which he siow- 
'ed his money, and also a Quakef hat dnd dress, without 
any side arms, and set off on a country Quaker^'s jog. 
When he had arrived at a certain part of the forest h^ 
was met by two of the band, who accosted him with the 
salutation of **stop— deliver !** He saw others around at a 
distance in the wood ; his presence of mind and equanimi* 
ty were equal to the ta^k, and assuming the Quaker air 
ind seriousness,he fold thfera that he had not much money; 
but that if they had a better right tb it than himpelf and 
family, they mi^t take it; he then spoke cf religious and 
moral duties, at the same time taking from his pocket a 
few small silver and copper pieced which he offered to 
ihem. They were so completely deceived by this ma* 
noeuvre that one observed to the othcf, he was ' a poor 
Quaker, not worth robbing,' and thev Tet him pass ob 
tvithout touching his money. He saluted them with a 
*^ farewell," and went pn in his old* jog, passed through 
and carried his money safely to the army. 

While Col. B. and his attendant were refreshing them^ 
selves, several more delegates, with th^h* servants, came 
in. They all prepared their side arms and setting off to^ 
gether, passed witnout any interruption. 

When they arrived at rhiladelphia,they found great al- 
•teralions made by the enemy in that city, and amon^ oth? 
ci: things^thcy discovered the arts the British were taking 
to sway the opinions of the Amerirans and lead tJiem by 
iheir credulity and vanity, as well as to force them by 
physical power, into subjugation. They had tripd a pre* 
tended spirit of reconciliation in thfe.year 1 77G, by Lords 
<Bfaw« and Clmton, when Congtees deputed £>r. Franklin, 
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Mr. Adams, and Mr. Rutledge to meet them. Their in* 
tention at that time was more to lessen the enthusiasm of 
the populace in favour of liberty, and bias their sentiments 
against the revolutionary principles, than to come to 
an equitable accommodation. They tried to impose upon 
the credulity of the Americans through the medium of a 
paper printed in New- York, commonly known among the 
Whigs at that time by the name of ^ Kioington Lying Gof 
ztttt^'^ which was spread as widely as possible, and at- 
tempts made to induce American printers to copy from 
it through the medium of the tories. They had tried* the 
Venality of the leading citizens and publick officers, as in* 
stanced in Gen. Arnold. They now tried the force of 
fashion among the Vain and weaker part of the communi- 
ty. Publick sentiment in all communities, and also man* 
ners and customs, are swayed by the ideal tyrant. Fash* 
ion. We, as colonies, were nurtured under this imag" 
inary phantom, emanating from . the parent country and 
contmually changing. Since the non-mtercourse with Eng- 
land our customary habits had remained nearly the same, 
except a few changes recommended by the government 
as to tea, to mourning, and to domestic manufactured 
cloth. But after the British troops entered Philadelphia, 
the ladies attendant on their army, taught the American 
ladies there the use of high head-dresses, crape cushions, 
and other extravagant* ies of London fashions. When 
'the British evacuated the city, the ladies of the tory fam- 
ilies always appeared with their fashionable apparatus, 
while the gentlemen had dismissed their small round 
hats and substituted the large three cornered cocked hats. 
These customs began to eain upon the other citizens. To 
check their progress, and ridicule the custom, some of 
the citizens dressed a negro wench in the full costume of 
Joyal ladies, sent her to the place of resort where the 
fashionables met, and seated ner in the most conspicuous 

Slace 5 afterward they carried her through the city in all 
er costume, to the great chagrin of the devotees of the 
visionary divinity. Notwithstandmg this, the fashion 
prevailed and became general throughout Ainerica for a 
time. . ., . 

Soon after Congress returned to Philadelphia, the 
French ambassador made his entree and was acknowledg- 
ed and received as such by the American Congress. Ht 
was pplite, affable and quite amicable, paying his visits 
of friendship to the delegation of each state successively,; 



\ 
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Unci requesting a dtplomatick visit from all the delcgateil 
together. A short time after, two private gentlemen, a rrus- 
sian and a Spaniard, came to reside near the American 
court. They did not appear as ambassadors, but were con- 
sidered a^ such incognito^ for they kept up a correspon- 
dence with their respective courts. They were vei^y friend- 
ly and treated our authorities with much politeness and 
respect. In October following, news reached Philadel- 
phia of war being declared between France and England. 

In November, Col. Barllett returned home in order to 
attend to his domestick concerns, which had suffered great-* 
ly, through the want of his care and attention. In 1779, 
he was appointed chief justice of the common pleas. In 
1 780, he was appointed • muster master to muster the 
troops then raising for three years and during the war. 
In 1782, on the resignation of Judge Thornton, he was 
appointed a justice of the superior court, which office ht 
held until he was appointed chief justice in 1788. 

In 1733, the British mmistry recognized the independ* 
cnce of the North American colonies, after about eight 
years ineffectual struggle to subjugate them. They had 
learned.the invincible powers of a virtuous, hardy people, 
of sound republican principles, able to withstand the 
dangers of war with its privations, as well as the seduc- 
tions of vanity, vice and luxury — who were led by a 
band of patriots of real Roman greatness^ formed in plain 
virtue and pure love of liberty. 

In 1787, the convention assembled at New-York to de- 
vise a plan for the government of the confederation. At 
this con vcntioti, although many of the old patriots were 
delegates, there were several younger ones who had not 
formed their opinions wholly under the revolutionary 
school, and many systems of a general stable form of gov- 
ernment were proposed. Some were for modifying the 
government supported by force, some would establish 
checks and balances, and some would have it support- 
ed only by the publick opinion. This latter opinion pre- 
vailed, and all the aristocratick principles of the former 
were discarded, such as titles, long durations in oflRce, &c. 
This plan of government, proposed by the convention, 
wlas finally adopted by ali the states and began its opera- 
tion in 1 789. Col. Bartlett was an active member of the 
convention for adopting it- in 1788; and was chosen a 
aenatorto congress with Coh Langdon in 1789. This 

30 
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office lie declined ^aMrceptiag, tbifougL the iAfixmUies of 
age. 

The Hon. Josiah Bartlett was elected President of New- 
iHampshire in June, 1 790. In this ofike, be continued until 
June, 1 793 ; when he was elected the first governor of 
the state. In this office, as in all others, his duties were 
promptly and faithfully discharged. ♦ He was a ruler, ia 
whom the wise placed confidence, and of whom even the 
captious could find nothing to complain. 

In 1 794, Governor Bartlett retired from the chair of 
Chief Magist«'ate of the state. On the 29th of January, 
lie addressed the following letter to the Legislature, a| 
their winter session of 1 793* — 4. 

** Gentlemen of tht lAghlahire^ 

After ha\ing served the publick for a numlDcr of 
years to the best of my abilities in the various offices to 
which I have had the honor to be appointed, I think it 
proper before your adjournment to signify to you, and 
through you to my fellow citizens at large that I now 
findmyself so far advanced ih life, that it will "be expe- 
dient for me at the close of the session to retire from the 
cares and fatigues of publick business, to the repose of 'a 
private life, with a grateful sense of the repeated marks 
of trust and confidence that my fellow citizens have re- 
posed in me, and with my best wishes for the future 
peace and prosperity of the State, 

I am, gentlemen, yoiir liiost obedient 
abd very humble servant, 

JOSIAH BARTLETT,^ 

« To tht Pttgident of the Senate anil 
Speaker of the House of Represent- 
tf/tf^efi, 'io be comnmnicaUdJ^ 

On the nineteenth of May,. 1795, this distinguished pat* 
tiot paid the debt of nature, being in the 65th year of 
his age. The following just description of his character 
is ej^traK^ted from the sermon prt-ached at his intermenti 
by the ftev, Dr, TfiAyi;!u ^* His mir.d was qmck ad4 
penetrating, his memory tenacious, his judgment souo^ 
anci perspective : his natural temper waa open, fauiQaii^ 
hnd compassionate* In all his dealings^ he was scropu* 
Jousjy jiist, andf faitlilul in the perfonnance of aH Im eiH 
casements. I'hese shining talents, accompanied with 
disfingutsned probity, eafly in life reconunendcd him to 
the esteem and confidence of his fellow citizens. Biit 
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feir. persons, by thefr ^mrt merits widioat tbe uiihieBce of 
family or party ccmnections^ have risen from one desree 
ofhoRor and confidence to anotber^ as he did ; and fi&w* 
et still have been the inslancesy in which a succession of 
honorabie and important offices eren to the higbest^ hare 
been held by any man with less envy ; or executed with 
more general approbition.'* 

The wife of Gav6rnor Bartlett, was a lady of Kingston, 
<^the naiQC of Bartlett* She was a woman of excellent 
character, and an ornament to society. She died in 
17S9, six years previous to the death of Gov. B. The 
sons of Gov* Bartlett are distinguished among our most 
emitient citizens* From one of them (the Hon* Levi" 
Baatlett, of .Kingston) we have received the materials 
for the above notice of a man, whom the citizens of New- 
Hampshire will ever revere as the nndaimted advocate 
9f their liberties, agid the patron of their institutions. 
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HONORABLE JOHN DUDLEY. 

It has been lately reported that a gentleman in Ma.ar» 
sachusetts, of the name of Dudley, is heir at law pf the 
Earldom of Leicester : and some very sage estijDiates of 
ihe value of his inheritance have appeared in our news^ 
papers. 

There have been Dudleys in this country, who wouldt 
BOt e^xchange the titles and privileged of an American 
citizen, forjlhe brightest coronet that glitters in Eiirop^: 
and we trust th^re are many of |hat nai^e still among uf^ 
who prefer the tkleof a/recma^ to tha^t of a lor4^ 9iTkf^ 
would raiher till the soil of a republick, th^n crjii^e in (k9 
fi&art^ of kings, or rule in a cQurt of their owi>. 

To those who are well read in the history pf England 
it is unnecessary t^i aay, that Htucb of icm^cent bipod has 
been sited (hefe on ihtt fl^caffold ; w^h^t Qiapy b^ads an4 
bearts Ic^tli^^^yie in 0}iU an^d black with poUullon, |iftv>t 
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hav^e bowed to the axe of the executioner is theref<H*e net* 
ther evidence of their worth or vileness, of their inlamjr 
or honor* 

Edward Dudley was of '^ a good family and eloquent ;'*' 
beWas a lawyer and privy counsellor to Henry YIL 
apd speaker of the House of Commons in 1505. He re^ 
iained the favour of his sovereign to the last, and was of 
eminent service to him in the accumulation of his weaUh. 
Henry VIIL inherited his father^s treasures, but not his 
father's friendships ; and among the earliest acts of hi* 
reign, was that of sending Dudley to the scaffold* : 

John, the son of Edward Dudley, was, in the reign of 
Edward Vh made Earl of Warwick, and, in l^dU Duke 
of Northumberland. He fell in -the vain attempt to raise 
his daughter-in-law, the lady Jane Grey, wife of lord Guild- 
ford Dudley, to the throne, as successor of Edward, and 
was bebeaied by ordef of Queen Mary, February 23^ 
1554. 

Sir Robert Dudley, son of the Duke of Nortlmmber- 
land, was a favorite of Queen Elizabeth, by whom in 
1564, he was made Baron of Denbigh and Earl ofLeices- 
ter. But he survived the favour of his royal mistress, 
and died in retirement in 1588." 

Gov. Thomas Dudlev, who came with the first settlers 
of Massachusetts to this country, in 1630, was, according 
to tradition, a descendant and probably a great grandson 
of the Duke of Northumberland. He was an honest, en* 
ergeticK, good man, of whom not a little has been said ; 
%ut much more should be known of him ; and we canYiot 
but indulge a hope that even now, after a lapse of two 
eenturies, many materials may be collected towards a 
more particular sketch of the lives and characters of the 
first settlers of this country, than any with whith we 
have been favored. Mr. Dudley was at three different 
periods governor of Massachusetts, and continued in the 
magistracy from the time of his arrival to his death, which 
occurred July 31, 1653, in the 77th year of his age. ''He 
was,^'says Dr. C. Mather, "' a gentleman whose natural 
and acquired abilities, joined with his excellent moral 
qualities, entitled him to all the great respects, with which 
his country on all opportunities treated him/* 

Rev. Samuel Dudley, son of Governor Dudley, receiv* 
ed his education in England, and was settled in the min* 
Istry at Exeter, in this state, in the year 1650, where he 
ip^t the leraainder of bis days in usefulness and heooiv 
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.and died in 1683, aged 77. His son Stephen Dudley 
married Sarah Gilman, daughter of Hon. John Gilman 
of Exeter, Dec. 24, 1684. Mr. Gilman was of the royal 
council for the Province. His father, John Gilman, came 
into this state soon after its first settlement, and among 
his descendants in every generation have been men who 
have done honour to their country, and whom their coun- 
try has delighted to honour. James Dudley, the third 
son of Stephen X)udley, was born June 11, 1690. He 
married Sarah Folsom of Exeter, where he lived and di- 
ed. He had four sonshnd four daughters, whom he edu- 
cated in habits of industry and morality. 

The Hon. Johh Dudley, the principal subject of thii 
wticle, and the third son of James Dudley, was born April 
9, 1 735. His parents were unable to afford him the 
advantagea of what is now considered a common school 
education. He learned to read, and that was the extent 
of his learning till he went to live as a hired man with 
Co'. Daniel Gilman, a cousin of his father, and the grand- 
father of Gov. Gilman. The colonel ^oon perceived, that 
young Dudley had a mind susceptible and desirous of im« 
provement, and gave him such advantages in his family 
as were gratifying to his^ thirst for knowledge, and in 
some measure remedied his want of an earlier education. 
In these good old times, there was not such an insuperable 
barrier between the kitchen and the parlor, as modern 
wisdom or pride has erected. Col. Gilman was a man 
of much respectability and influence ; but he did not con- 
ceive that the men in his employ were degraded by their 
employment, or, that he was degraded by associating with 
themfortheir benefit and. instruction. It is undoubtedly 
true^ that whije this country was under the royaVjurisdic* 
tion, there was much less of aristocratick pride in the 
intercourse of the inhabitants with each other, than 
since we have enjoyed the privileges of a firee govern^ 
ment, and by our constitutibn, have declared that all 
men are born free and equal. We shall not stop to ac« 
count for this ineonsistency. Dudley had the benefit of 
the colonePs friendship and the society of his house. He 
made one of the social circle ; and from the conversa* 
tion of those, with whom he was permitted to associatCi 
he acquired much of political and general information, 
which he knew how to appreciate and retain. In subse* 
quentlife, he was free to acknowledge his obligations to 
kis loader aad*friend, and 4^ared that he was indebted 
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for all his early inrormatioQ apon pHblick affairs to die^ 

convci*sations oi the colonels fireside. 

On leaving service, he married^ Elizabeth Gilman, 
daugbterof Caleb Gilman of Exeter, and settled in his 
Dative town as a grocer. He commenced business nvith 
favorable prospects, but soon lost what little property he 
had acquired, by fire. He was not however discouraged^ 
but persevered in business and prospered. He acquired 
an honest popularity, and was much employed iu the mu* 
nicipal affairs of the town. 

In 1766, be removed to Raymond to a farm which be 
had purchased there, and engaged in agricultural pur- 
suits and the lumber trade* Id nCS^he was appointed 
a justice of the peace by Gov. Wentworth. He was an 
early^ decided and constant friend to the American 
cause, and strenuously opposed to the encroachments of 
the British government upon the rights of the colonies* 
Those only whose memories extend back to the eventful 
period of '75, can describe the feelings which agitated 
the patriot's heart on hearing of the, Lexington battle* 
Dudley was quick to feel and resolute to acL On re* 
ceiving this intelligence, he called for his horse, but re- 
fused to wait for him and set off on foot to rally the mili- 
tia of Raymond and the neighboring towns. He succeed- 
^ in collecting a considerable armed force, sent them oa 
to the neighborhood of Boston, and proceeded himself to 
j^eter, then the head quarters of corrett principles in 
this province, to consult with his friends upcm the alanoi-' 
log pasture of affairs. From this time, he lived for his 
country, rather than for himself or his immediate connex- 
ions, and for almost eight years of the revolutionary 
struggle, he never spent one week at a time with his fam- 
ily. He was a noember of the Legislature from 1775 to 
|784, and was always one of the coinmittee of safety, 
who sat ia the recess of the Legislature and were clota- 
tdi with almost unlimited power. He was two years- 
speaker of the House of Representatives. In 178$, 
\e was elected a member of the Senate, but declined tftk-^ 
iiEg his seat* There have been men, and their numbf p h 
sot diminished, who could eootrive to grow rich in the 
service of ihrir country, even when their country wasii^ 
^6fculty and danger. But such was not Dudley* HiiiaiiQi 
vas tbe public good, tkoi private emolument. The p)e4^ 
ff life and fortune was not in the perilous times of '7G 
M qnsQ^nsiAg CQrempi^y» Ti^ iateres^ts. Qf tbe im;(W bora 
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iifttion often required the sacrifice of ptrH'aleiat^est, «id 
that sacrifice was cheerfully made. After thip return ti 
peace, according to Judge Dudley's calculatioo, he had 
suffered the loss of one half the property which before 
-the war he had accumulated. But he never repined at 
the loss. He was not alone in suffering ; nor alonis iH 
the satisfaction that ho had not 3uifered in vain% He coI^- 
sidered that well expended which had gone to purcha^^ 
our national independence, and that the richest patrimo- 
ny which his children could inherit, was fl'cedoin from op- 
pression, and the undisturbed enjoyrrfent of those rights 
and privileffes, which he, in cpmnion with his c<3fun try- 
men, had laooured so long, so arduously and so success- 
fully to obtain and secure. 

In addition to the offices which have already been 
mentioned, Mr. Dudley, in 1776, was appointed one of 
the justices of the court of common pleas and held a 
«eat on the bench of t)iatC9tirt till 1785, He had not, 
to be sure, a ' law education, but he had those qualifica- 
lions without which a law education is worse than use^- 
less. He had patience, discernment, and integrity, whick 
neither partiality nor prejudice, threat nor flattery^ hope 
nor fear, could seduce or awe* His conduct as a judge 
was so highlF approved by the community, thai in 17i5, 
he was appomted a judge of the superior court in the 
'place of Judge Ilubbard, and held that office till 1797, 
•when being 72 years of age, he resigned his office and 
retired to private life. 

There was an intimate and umntcfrrupted friendship 
between President Weare, Gov. Bartlett and Judge Dud- 
ley, from <he commencement of the revolutionary war 
tilide^th divided tbenw The judge, after his retirement 
from the bench,* spent Ae remainder of bis days in the 
i)Qsom oi his family, and was scarcely ev^r a mile from 
his house. He retained his intellecttiaj faculties to the 
i^t, and devoted muchofiiis time to the reading of the 
sacred scriptures, in which he took great delight, often 
€aying that he found new evidence of th^ truth of tbc 
christian religion whenevcfr he opened his bible. He 
^8& the advocate of morality, industry and economy, a« 
enemy to deceit and hypocrisy, a friend to the poor| 
more especially of the honest and indtist^i*)tte, with a 
strong penetrating mind, a sound ri^t^ntive memory^ 
He was an acute observer of man, »nd ^ne of nature^ 
scholars, wht» dOntitnied to improve tiU his tfeath. He 
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died Ma J SI, 1805, after a short illtiess (a pain in th^ 
breast) of 18 hours. His widow survived him till May 14, 
1806. The J left six children, four sons and two daugh- 
ters. 

Judge Dudley was interred in the family burying 

Sound on the farm where he had lived in Raymond, 
is children have erected a stone over his grave, with 
the following inscription : 

HON. JOHN DUDLEY 

died May21, 18Q5, 

Sit. 80. 

This modest stone, what few vain marbles can, 
May truly say, " Here lies an honest man." 
Calmly he looked on either world, and here 
Saw nothing to regret, or ihert^ to fear. 

NoTS. It cannot be certainly knoiro that Got. Thomas Dudley 
was descended from Edmund Dudley, first fkientioned in the preced- 
iof sketch} yet such is the traditioD in that branch of the family 
Irho hare descended from R«t« 8a>nuel Dudley, the gfovemor^s old- 

• 

•St Boin. The learned and accurate annalist of New-England says, 
that Thomas Dudley was the only son of Capt. Roger Dudley ; that 
lie was bom at Nottingham in t576 ; that he was bred in the familj 
of the Earl of Northampton ; and that he married a gentleiromaQ 
whose extract and estate were considerable. Su Prinu^t AnnaUy 
moL IL Part 11. Sec. 2. 



Jfote on the family of President Cutts. 

The first President of New-Hampshire after it was 
^ade a royal province, was the honorable John Cutts, of 
whose family we find the following notice in s^ old re« 
cord deposited in the Secretary's office. 

John Cults (or Cuttas the name is spelt in this record) 
was married hv Mr. Danfortb to Hannah Starr, July 30^ 
1662. Hischildreri 

John Calts, born June 30, 1663. ^ 

Elizabeth Cutts, born Nov. 30, 1664 ; died September 
28,1665. 

Hannah CutU, born July 29, 1 666. 
. Mary Cutte, bora Nov. 1 7, 1669. 

Samuel Cutts, born 

' President John Cutts, died March 37, 1681.. 
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Report on a disease afflicting Kcat Cattle inB^urt&n^J^* H* 
iy James F. Dasta, M* A Prof*. Chymisiry^ <{fc« Dar^ 
T^otiih College, 

'■ ' • N ■ 7 ' ; ' • 1 : '■ ,* ■ 

t^ead before the N* H. Medical Society in June^ 1832.3 

At the last meeting of thcf Society, I h&d the boiw^ar (b 
be appointed id visit the town of burton hi this State, 
and enquire into' the causei^ of a diareaie to which neat 
cattle are there i^bjecied ; and I hd;vfe Hbw the pleasure 
of submitting to the Society the rcstilt of the iibsettations 
which have b(?en made in consequence 6f this s(ppo&t- 
ment. , 

That part of the towir, in lirhich the disease is moik 
prevalent, is surrounded by lofty hills ^nd riiountaihs ; 
the highest part of which is a very eievaced poiiit, tailed 
Cofway-ptak mounts and is visible from a great extent of 
country. The predominant rock of which theSe hilte are 
compotSed is Granite — a soft decomposing yartetv in 
which the crjrstals and ffrains of feldspar, are very large 
and are suiTermg a rapicT decomposition, by whic^ the 
whole is disinte^ted and broken down. The lodse 
stones conrist ^incipaliy dl rcUled masses Of gl^iiite, 
quartz, feldspar, find some specimens df homstol^e; a 
bed of bog ore of icon m also found here: The* 6(h1 6f 
this place is fertile and is such as we should ex{>ect to be 
produced by the decomposition and disintegration 6[ Gra- 
nite rocks, viz. a sandy loam, mixed( ooca^iotially with 
coatee gravel. No peculiar appearances Were noticed in 
the vegetation ; the usual crops raised 'by the fanner, 
grow in Burton as in other places under a siiniliit* culture 
and management ; and probably the to^n would be Sk 
flourishing agricultural place if neat c<s/tfe could be raii^d. 
and kept there. The fact is sufficiently estabUshed that 
young neat cattle cantiot be railed thereV atid that cO^T 
and oxen cannot be kept there fb^ aniimberof years with* 
out being afBicted with a singular and fatal disease ; aiid if 
is not a little remarkable, that horses aiid swine have ^€V^' 
^r been attacked by the complaint* Cattle are more liiibtei 
to the disease at sonfe seasdAs of the year thanat otlfei^^> 
and are usually attacked hf it at the t lose* of<iwinter» 'The' 
symptom whic h marks its con^menCeinm^ add ^ogress it^ 
a loss of appetite ; the animals refuse hay, graii^aind^altt^' 
they become feeble and muchewacnitra ;"i&iil^b8tinate 
costive ness accomjpanies the disetse, but thf ^bdopien be- 
Wy 21 / 
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jpomes itnalUr than in health ; the abdominal muscles ai% 
contracted towards the spine and the whole abdomen isdi- 
-aimkhed to one tksTd its original bulk. After these symp- 
toms have continued an indefinite time, a brisk scouring 
comes on, and the animak speedily fall away and die. For 
this complaint, which is very general among those cattle 
which havi) ressaiaed two or three years in the place, no 
remedv has been used by the inhabitants with marked ben- 
efit ^namufonn success ; the catde recover only by driv^ 
. ing them away to stme other place. A satisfactory cause 
lor the disease h^s not yet been ascertained, and conse- 
quently a rational mode of cure has never been adopted. 
Neglecting the roma^tick and idle tale of the dying curse 
pronouGnqed on this place by a murdered Indian, we are to 
search linr the causes of this disease in the food which the 
icattle efl^t, or in the water which they drink. 

The fact that cattle are seized with the disease late in 
ti^e winter seems to point to the food as a source of the 
jfvil ; audit is well loiown that certain plants have prov* 
ed prejudicial and fata) to cattle. The eicula virosa or 
w#^ hemlock, was found by Linnsras to be the cause of 
a dii»ea^ afflicting the cattle in Kcn^ay ; and here goats 
f^i^ npine; w^reexfiiaied ircm the disease ; but this plant 
wa^ nut cJbsserved in JBurton, <ior was any other vegetable 
disqpy^red here wUcfado<»iliot^Kiw 'm other places in the 
^^pofi latitude ;. and hence we do not believe that the dis- 
ease is caused by the food. In confirmation of this 
QpinioQ, I may adduce the fact that the hay produced in 
this plKe^ Cfmes no disease in cattle which are ^kept on 
it in the nei^bpriiig towns ; whereas hay which is 
brought from other places into Burtoii does not appear 
to prjeyenl thecmnplamt. 

'.It has b^en aateastically suggested^ that cattle died in 
9urtoQ. becaasft there was not a sufiicieikt quantity of hay ' 
Qicp^^yc^ tbera to keep thetn ; but this su^estion ap* 
pe^or^ to. jbe ee uajast aa it h ungenerous. Hay is produ- 
0^4 ^^ui^qitantitiies as^o be more than sufficient for 
t^e ^a^ttte^ The resuk ei my enquiries on this subject 
i%i tb$(Wih&re is not only a sufficient quantity of hay pro- 
4u{^thfve.fesf tile use of all the stock, but that it does 
ript contain 'an]fir»getable subst^te whith is prejudiciaf 
tfrthf ^d(il^«Bd which'iaaybecd ai^ra source of 

thu^easefer; 

^:Tlift:^t«aiii&s^»fl£thie*wntier: from- vacbus places in 

•• • » , • • 



nr BURTON. 161 

■ 

Burton offers a more satisfactory result ; but there are 
no exteraal marks which incucate that tiie water is un* 
healthy — no sediment is found, na incrustations appear 
on the. sides of the rivulets or springs ; but on the contra- 
ry the water is clear,* transparent and colourless, and of 
a pleasant taste* From such properties, I despaired of de- 
tecting any substances in it by the application of chymic* 
al agents, out was hajppily (usappomted on making the 
examination. A portion ot water from a brook, to which 
the cattle have free access, was first examined. Tincture 
of soap produced cloudiness ; oxalate of ommonta produ* 
ced a slight cloudiness, and nitrate, oi siher produced 
a similar effect. No change occurred on tne addi* 
tion of Barytic water^ solution of Prussiate of pcftash, or 
tincture ofgalls^ or of /urmenc* It follow;s from the action 
of these agents, that the brook water, unlike the water of 
most iMTOoks, is an hard water and contains some saline 
body. From the action of oxalate of ammonia, we in* 
fer the existence of lime ; and nitrate of silver proves the 
existence of muriatic acid ; the water is then a weak solu- 
tion of muriate of lime. Having ascertained the exist* 
ence of minute portions of muriate of lime- in brook wa- 
ter, an examination was made of the water procured from 
other sources ; and water from eUven other places, re* 
{note from each other and from the brook above men- 
tioned, was examined, and the same efiiect was produced 
by the same agents. The effect was auure perceptible in 
some instances thaain others, and usually greater in wa- 
fer from •melh than in. that from other sources. The wa- 
ter from two^wells in particular afforded abundant pre- 
cipitates with the oxalate of ammonia and nitrate of sil- 
ver. The only beast, labouring under the disease while 
I was at Burton, drank daily from one of these wells. 

The continued use of a weak and very dilute solution 
of muriate of lime, may, from its known properties, pro- 
duce the effect now ascribed to it and be tne cause of 
the disease. Muriate of lim^, it is well known, is employ- 
ed as a medicine, and like other saline medicine, acts 
more powerfully on the genmral system in smaU doses 
largely diluted, than in greater quantities and in a more 
concentrated state. In some diseases of the glands, it is 
^id to have been employed with advantaget^UMl when 

^ftitaeoamonreiBftrktbatthe watenofBHiioD an remtrlci- 
bly clear; probabljc their refraetive density is inoraued I7 die •!• 
Kne natter Ihejr contaia. 
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first aclministercd, improves the appetite ^nA general 
strength. The latter eflfec't is very evidently produced op 
cattle when 'first pastured in this town. If previously thiii 
and emaciated, they speedily become fat and appear bet' 
tcr than cattle ordinarily do, during the fir^t season they 
are pastured in Burton. 
' It may with propriety be asked, why horses and hogs 
escape tjie disease, if it is produced by the water ? A 
Satisfactory answer is derived from the fact that horses 
are not suflercd to remain a long time at ^ojne } they 
are continually absent on journics,^ and probably in most 
instances take as much water from other sources as they 
do from the wells and springs on the farms to which they 
belong. Hogs take but small quantities of water, and 
from the mixed and heterogeneous kinds of food given to 
them, they must frequently take such saline substances as 
t^ill counteract the ipffccts produced by the minute poi% 
lions of miiriaW oj lime^ 

' If the disease arises, as is supposed, fropi the sajinc con*' 
tents of the water, we can easily explain the fact that Hs 
attacks are most frequent in the winter^ It is then that 
th'ey usually receive water from wells, wjiich are proyed 
.by experiment to be most strongly Impregnated; an4 
tnen'also springs are generally low find consequeptly con* 
tah more saline matter ; nor does tlie fpod }n wipter tend 
to counteract the efiects of the water, by keeping the 
bowels lax, which is a'well known effect produced by 
summer and spring food. ' " 

The disease, to which the cattle in Burton are thus sub- 
jected, h^s been a grekt bbstacle to the prosperity of the 
town ; and it will probably continue to have this effect, 
aithpugh* without doubt it may'b^ prevented by proper 
Attention and management. Some persons, residing ii^ 
Burton, have for several years past given to their cattle 
during the winter season, a certain kind of mud^ and, as 
they affirm, with some benefit. This mud is found on a 
meadow, and during the sum|ner,it is collected for use; 
it is made into balls as large as an ordinary potatoe and 
forced down the animaPs tnroat ; by it the tonic effect of 
the muriate of lime is prevented and the bowels are kept 
kx. I visited the spot Ivhere the mud is procured. A 
s|>ring issues from the place ,and the water orings with it 
a greyish "white matter which is deposited in the rill lead- 
ing from tije spring. This vhitish substance is the matter 
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in question. After being heated to redness it becomes 
^now white ; when digested in an acid, a slight efferves- 
cence occurs, a portion is dissolved, and the remainder 
has the character of fine white silicious sjand ; the por- 
lion dissolved in the acid was found by appropriate tests 
to be carbonate of lime. The effect of this substance can- 
not be explained on chymical principles, and doubtless 
depends on the general principles of the effect of laxa- 
tives in counteracting the actions of tonics^ 

Having embraced the idea that this disease arises froi;n 
the small portion of muriate of lime dissolved in the wa- 
ter, I recommended to a number of the inhabitants wbd 
were assembled for the pui^ose of assisting me in my en- 
quiries, to make use of weak ley^ Or ashes or soap-suds ^s a 
remedy, or rather as preventives.' Either of these 
'substances, from the carbonate of potash they contain, 
will decompose the muriate of lime, ind carbonate ^f 
lime and muriate of potash will result from such decom- 
position. Now both these substances, if not quite inert in 
the small quantities in which they would be produced, 
will act as purgatives j and, as a confirmation of the gen-> 
erel principles advanced in fhis paper, I was informed, 
on recommending soap suds, that the only cow which was 
ever raised in Burton and escaped the disease, was in the 
habit offrequently drinking soap suds from the tubs which 
contained it ; and that it was consequently left fer her 
use after family-washings. It is not a little remarkable 
that the inhabitants did not avail themselves of the infor- 
mation to be derived from this hint. 

A person who formerly lived in Burton brought wa- 
ter from a spring situated at a distance from his house, 
for the use of his cattle, and they were found to thrive 
much more, and with greater certainty to escape the dis- 
ease. Why he was induced to use this water I know not; 
but on examination by re-aeents, it gave indications of 
containing very small quantities of muriate of lime ; much 
less quantity indeed, than in any other water submitted 
to examination. ♦ 

These facts and observations are now submitted to the | 

Society, with the hope that the investigation, conducted 
i;mder their auspices, may not prove wholly unintereet^ 
png and uselefii^ 
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CENSUS OF 1767. 

A Gawrol Jccounl of tht Aumber of hihabilants of t^e 

tneroZ tornns in Ae promnce of Xem-HampshxTi, as a^ 

pears by the returns of the Selectmen from titch place, in 

the year \ 767. 
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Poterborourai 
Huimttafiffis 
Ljooebproagh 
if onsen 
Amherst 
Menimeck 
Rindfe 
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TfceM w«re sef«ratattempto to ascertain the nanber •# pmie tsNiiw4Ia»p- 
shk« ttelbre the «b«fe emnentita wu made. Otfemor WiMtMrtii«ni w- 



IW ORI^AL LETT£r; /bo.. 

dered by the British ministry to take an exact satveT ; bat " ha^iiuf qa fand to 
pay the expense, and ike law to compel obedience* to the ordeivhe tvag sub- 
lected te the inconvenience of delay andci^ppomCRient. The foregoing may 
be rc^rdad as the first census of the people of New-Hampshire, which ap- 
proached to correctness after the' establishmant of the lines between tlbos prof'^ 
ince and Massachusetts, in 1741. 



Obiginal letter from Gek. Gat£^ to Cols* Ashley Am 

Bellow^. 
Ticanderdgay JSTaoeniber dth^ 1776. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I return jou, and the officers and soldiers o^ t^e reg- 
iments under your command, my sincere thanks for the 
spirit and expedition both you and they hav€ shewn, in 
marching upon the first alarm, upwards of ope hundred 
arid fifty miles, to the support of this important pass, whew 
threatened with an immediate attack from the enemy'» 
army. I now dismiss you, with tl^e honor you have so 
well deserved : I further certify, that neither you, nor' 
any under your command, have received any pay or re- 
ward from me, for your services on this occasion ; thatj 
I leave 16 be settled by the General Congress, with* the 
Convention of your State. ' 

with great respect, 
I am, gentlemen. 

Your most obedient, 
humble servant, 

HORATIO GATES. 
To Coh AsHLEt and Col. Bellows, ' 

commanding the regiments of Mi' 
litiafrom the county of Cheshire^ 
in me Statt of JsTezo-Hampshire* 



J/oie&n AmoskectgFalls^from Motte's abridgement of the 
Philos^hical jTransactions, 4to^ VcL 11, Part 4, page 
112. 

At a place called Amoskeag, a little above the faide*- 
o'us falls 6f Merrimack river, is a' rock in the midSt of the 
stream, at the top of which are a great number of pots, 
nSade^ exactl;f like barrels or hogi^eads, of different ca- 
pacities, some IP* large as to hold several t©ns. The na-; 
tives know nothing of the lime they vrete made, but the 
neighboring Indians have been wont to hide their provi- 
sions in them], in their wars with the Maquas, affirming 
that God had cut them out for that use, for them. They 
seem plainly to be artificial. 



^VMVitUn &Uttt^9tt. 



THE FARMER'S FIRESIDE. 

t. 
SHADE of immortal Burns ! wherever thy home, 
On Scotia's misty hills, or fixed on high, 
Beyond the star-lights of the welkin dome, 
Too holy, and too bright, for mortal eye, 
'Mid amber streams and mtirmuring inelbdy ! 
Great bard of lowly life ! propitious bend, 
And while the rustic song, Unskilled, I try, 
Thy love of truth and independence lend, 
^nd with its warblings wild, thy master spirit blend* 

11. 
The world I've search^, and it has many a rose--— 
But, ah ! the thorns beneath them that remain, 
Proclaim the World not destitute of woes, 
And, when I look for pleasure, give but pain. 
No more amid hs scenes my soul restrain ! 
Back to my boyish days ! Let memory guide 
The tired and flagging spirit once again. 
To scenes most dear — to hill, and rolling tide, 
And that old cottage, once that graced its verdant side. 

III. 
Meekly arose its moss^besprinkled wall, 
One ancient beech magnificently bore 
Its branches o'er it, overshadowing all 
The space around iti hospitable door ; 

22 
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Within, might one behold its little store. 
The plates well ranged, the shelves that neatly graced. 
The chairs of oak upon the sanded floor, 
The wheel indastrioiis in its comer placed. 
The clock, that hourly told, how life runs on to waste. 

IV. 

Once more the pensive eve with silent tread 
Returns to hash the noisy world to peace; 
Once more the Farmer seeks hi% humbk shed, 
Glad from his daily toil to gain release. 
His task accomplished and his heart at ease. 
And hails betimes the Firtsidi of kit coi ; 
And therei as from the hiUs diestiadas iner^tt^, 
" The world forgetting, by the world forgot,'* / 
He tastes the simple joy8> that sooth his quiet lot. 

V. 

"Rh pMient herd, ere set the beams of day, 
With lowings oft, alarmed the neighborinc: plain, 
Now penn'd within the well-known barg^ thfey pay: 
Their milky tribute to his pails again. 
His flbcks upon the distant hill remain. 
Their tinkling bells sound in the passing wind 9 
Though his be not the lerdling's wide dcmiain, 
Yet fails he not a due supply to find. 
From lowing herd and field, and from the bleating kind. 

VI. 

To greet biin home, the crackling faggots bum, 
The housewife, busy round the blazing fire, 
Cheers with lier sfnites her Farmer's Iov«d tdlUTflt 
His children dim)^ afound their htaoredisin^ 
And to his fond carMA^acte AMve wsgk^ 
Inquisitive, they^Mfc ^f iBiA fttr fi«U, 
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Whether its hills, than their own cliffs are higher? 
What wonders there of cascade are revealed? 
What flowers enchanting bloom, what gifts the moantiins 
yield t 

VII. 

Her Jather^s knee, his Bertha soon surmounts, 
Around his neck^ her tender arms she throws, 
His Bertha, from whose eyes like diamond founts, 
The living fire through locks of ebon glows. 
Nor she alone ; he on them all bestows 
Alike his kisses and alike his tears. 
Who bloomed, (on autumn's bosom, like the ro0^^ 
'Mid cold and storm its loveliness that rears,) 
7o cheer his riper age and deck his vale of years. 

VIII. 

To him, how blessed the closing hours of day ! 
His wife, his children, those that love him, near ! 
How sweet his cot's own hospitable ray ! ^ 
How kind its welcome and its joys how dear ! 
The cricket chirps, the sacred scene to cheer. 
The embers half illume the humble hall, 
The shaggy mastiff sleeps, devoid of fear. 
The playful kitten round and round the ball 
Urges with active sport, unmindfully of all. 

IX. 

The children mingle in Grimalkin's mirth, 
And laugh and busy prattle do not spare. 
Such cheerful sport, the chirper in the hearth, 
Scenes, which €ve returning ^oth repair, 
Charm from the Farmer's bosom carping care, 
And banish it to ^^ blank oblivion foul." 

' Hark ! loud and startling ^hrovgh the misty air, 
Theprowling-wolf resumes his nightly howl, 

4Bd from the hpQow oak is heard the muffled owl* 
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How oft Vye sought that distant, lonely cot ! 
A graodam dwelt there, when my days were young. 
And thpr^, when Christmas logs blazed red and hot. 
And wintry blasts their nigjitly descant sung^ 
My sou} delighted op her lips has hungi • 
As spoke she oft of dreadful deeds of yore, 
How $tem Wahawa, like a tiger sprung 
Upon a lordly cot, and tides of gore 
Were shed, as when the clouds their vernal treasures pour- 

XI. 

H^r hands were withered, as an autumn's leaf, 
Her cheeks were like a parched and shrivelled scroll. 
In truth, though human life at best be brief. 
She'd witnessed eighty years their circuits roll. 
And friends aiid kindred reach their earthly goal ; 
And sitting by hejr busy wheel to spin. 
While swift the hours at evening qnward stole, 
We teazed her oft some story tq begin, 
And as she moved in sooth her old, projecting chin^ 

XII. 

She told of Mog, Madqckawando, all 
From Hopehood down to Paugus' frantick yell. 
And, as her lips the bloody deeds recall. 
And, as with upturned gaze we heard her tell, 
► Unconsciously the chrystal tear-drops foil. 
For, from our infancy, we'd heard and read 
Of chiefs firom Canada, and knew full well 
Of Sachem's wrath, that feasted on the dead^ 
An4 shook the ha^ghty plume ?ind arm with life-blood red. 

XIll. 

My native hills, my Ipved, my honored land, 
Ye valleys dear, how cling my thought^ to you ! 
Long as my footsteps tread thfs earthly strand. 
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The throbs, that heave my bosom, shall be tnie, 
To all the witching scenes, that childhood knew ; 
Tis joy, *tis heaven to breathe one's natal air, 
To climb the hills, decked in the morning's dew, 
And bending o'er our fathers' graves to swear, 

^o tyrant shall disturb the dust, that slumbers there* 

* 

XIV. 

Such scenes, sueh tales, such homebred ties can fill 

» With fervid extacy the raptured mind, 
And teach with patriot gk)w the breast to thrill^ 
And beat to all, that^s noble, generous, kind ; 
One evening to that cot my steps inclined, 
The giant beech-tree waved before its door, 
The distant clouds were driven before the wind. 
The mountain cataract was heard to roar, 

jPaler the tranquil moon, than foam on ocean's shore. 

XV. 

There too, a soldier bent his nightly way, 
Who'd borne his rifle in the old French war^ 
And mingled oft in many a bloody fray, 
And bore upon his visage many a scar ; ^ 

Weary his step, his own loved home was far^ 
The locks upon his silvered head were few, 
His eye was like the winter's clouded star, 
The arm, that once the glittering broad sword drew, 
Was nerveless now with years, yet much he'd seen and 
knew. 

XVI. 

The staff, that in his dexter hand he bore^ 
Was parted froman oak, whose branches spread. 
Near wild Cocheco's oft remembered roar, 
And bending to th^ Farmer's cot his tread, 
He gave one rap and well his purpose sped; 
The Farmer hailed him to his lone abode^ 
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Gave him a portion <^ his cup and bread, ^ 
And soon, f^prgetftti of the tedious road, 
How fields Were lost aod mon^ the a^ed aoldier ehow^d. 

xviu 
In Fifiy^nint^ on Abraham's blood-red plain^ 
(The veteran thus pursued his warlike tale,) 
When heroes fell, like suonHier drops of rain, 
When rivai standards flashed upon the gale, 
And shouts were heard, triumphant songs and wail, 
Wher^ CMaraqai holds his giant way, 
I fought with Wolfe, called from the dear-'loved vale, 
And dark Kscatawa's glades of green array- 
To cross the mountains blue to distant Canada* 

xvnu 
Hard was the tug of war, severe the strife, 
Plumes, swords, and ensigns swept along the field, 
Full many a warrior, prodigal of life, 
Too bold tp-flec, too proud of soul to yield, 
His valor with his dearest life-blood sealed ; 
Slow bowedindust, fell Lewis oS Montcalm, 
^o neither host was triumph yet revealed, . 
Oh, withered be the soul, that wrought such harm, 
Soon Wolfe fails bbeding low, nerveless his mighty arm. 

XIX. 

A soldier lifted up his drooping head, 
iDim grew the ethereal flashes of his eye, 
And from his breast the streams gushed darkly red, 
And every gush heaved foifth a blacker dye ; 
High roseithe damewms sfcout, •^they fly, they % t** 
Who By? aoroused to »fe,the he«) cried, 
A thousantl lips awafce the joyt>¥» cry, 
"The ioe^ihticm^ the gattamt WidlfcTeiflicdy 
Clasping his tends in frai«e,t>M ocMtvat, sndxiiad- 
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Thus spoke the soldkif ! peacto, j^ vucbiy dea^ I 
Be yours^ both peace and gWy, duefl of Jf oce 1 
Who clad i& annour genero»sflj shed. 
Where cIa3hiDg steel met steel, roar uswered ro^r^ 
For home and liberty your bosom's goire ! 
Thanks be to Him, who eur brave fathers nerved, 
Boldly to stand, when fiei^ floods came o'er, 
fr^ta honotir's upright path, whd rtevet swerved, 
To ages then ttnbof n, Vho freedom, Miss preserved. 

And tliough such tales^ere b€;aa*d v^itb vaamy atear, 
And memory, fancy, feeling, all possest, 
Yet soon, in truth, the gaiety and <)he^r» 
That ever animate the youthfid breast, 
By solemn thoughts, unconquered, misuppressed^ 
Awoke in sports anew ; the slipper's sounds 
By youth and village maiden, ne'er at rest, 
Was driven thorough the cii?ele irotittd and rewnd. 
And every cheek did steHe and evtty keart did^ound. 

r 

E'en the old soldier felt lis bosom thriU 
With memory of scenes^ Aat erst he knew; 
The visions of the past his spirit fiU, 
And as around the room the youngibgs fldr^ 
At blind-man's bqff, hew^^Uhaanejointdtbeoiifiov, 
But age to youth will not wing back its flight ; 
To sit and smile was alt thact he could do. 
And bravely cry out, " lUrheel, and left, and right," 
To him w'ho bHnded tvas, and caught them, as he 0)igfat< 

At UJndrfl^n's buflQ who'kaiii >n0to&ien pfajed, 
>At jpledgef^t the momenta Iq beguile^ 
When sober eveninglends her peaceful sha^de^ 



rr$ ABtERICAFT SK£TCHl!Sb 

When heart replies to heart, and smfle to smile f 
The hearth 19 burdened with the oaken pile, 
Such, 88 New-Hampshire's forests well can spare ; 
Still flies the slipper round ; a few meanwhile 
The warriors of the chequer-board prepare. 
The garrulous old folk draw round the fire, the chaii 
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But now the white moon, through the clouds revealed,. 
Doth tread the topmost arches of the sky j 
The Farmer's cot, the cultivated field, 
The brook, the plain, the mountain soaring high, 
Beneath lier beams in wild profusion lie ; 
The dog upon the ground hath lain his breast, \ 

Forgotten his howl and sealed his restless eye, 
The sturdy wood-cutter hath gone to rest. 
The flock is on the hill, the bird is on the nest* 

XXV. 

Farewell, thou cottage, for 'tis: late at eve, 

Farewell, ye scenes to memory ever dear. 

Now eld, and youth, and maiden take their leave. 

Their 'kerchiefs wave, and with adieu sincere ; 

The rural company soon*disappear. 

Some thrdugh yOp scattered woods, that skirt the moor, 

Some to yon mountains, craggy, bold, and drear, 

And by 'the Co^ge Firesiit onte more, ■ - 

Devocion lifts her voke, as she was wont of yore. - 

XXVI* 

« 

The patriot Farmer reads the sacred Book, 
Then with the wife and children of his heart, . 
With solemn soul and reverential look, 
He humbly kneels, as is thi» christian's part, 
And worships Thee," our Fathifr, Thee, who art, 
' The good man'& hope, the poor man's only stay^ ^ 
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/ Who hast a balm for sorrow's keenest dart, 
. A smile foi* thoso^ to Thtee who humbly pray. 
Which, like the morning stin, drives every cloud awa/* 

XXVII. 

Thou Lord of heaven above, and earth below, 
Our maker, friend, our guardian, andovir all, 

. The Fai^mer keep from every want and woe, 
Nor let the thunderbolts, that most appal, 
Of righteous vengeance dreadful on him fall ; 
With him, preserve his dear, his native land, 
A cloud be round her, and a fiery wall, 
With thy displeasure every traitor brand, 

And centuries yet to come, ohj hold hei*' in thy hand* 
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Mrs. JOHNSON'S CAPTIVITY* 

[In this Number of the Colkctionis, we have commen* 

Ced publishing a narrative of the captivity of Mrs.' John* 

son, who was takeif from Charlestown, in the county ojf 

Cheshire, in this State, in the year 1 754. The work was 

written many years since by a gentleman of distinguished 

literary reputation, and though a work of hi^ early years, 

contains many just and accurate observations, on the 

dangers and hardships of settling a new country, and t)ie 

cruelties which awaited those who were taken into captiv* 

ity by the Indians. — We have thought it proper to pre- 

^rve a tract of so much importance, and we presume our 

readers will require no apology for introducing it to their 

notice, when they consider that our object is to collect 

and preserve those things which will interest posterity.] 
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Narbativk of At uptmij/ ofMnJoBtnoKj ^ QMrluUmn^ 
Jt. H. tamlQxmkg an aecmtni of Her sufferinga, during 
fouryedrs mi A At IndiaHs €>nd Frtndu 

NOTICES OF THE WILLARD FAMILY. 

TO trace the progress of families, ftom their origin tm 
*the present day, when perhaps they are spread over the 
four quarters Df the ^lobe, and no memoranda are 
found except in the uncertain pages!bf memor j, is a task 
'which can be but feebly performed* In noticing the 
name of Wiilard, which was my family name, I cannot 
pretend to accuracy ; but the information' which I have 
collected, will perhaps be of some service to others, who 
possess a greater stmk ; and if the various branches of 
families would contribute their mites, it would be an easy 
way of remedying the deficiency, which at prcsen^'^xists 
in American genealogy. 

The first person by the name of Wiilard who settled in 
this country, was Major Wiilard whose name is recorded 
in the history of the New-England wars. In the ^ear 
sixteen hundred and seventy-five, in the time of ^Philip's 
war,^ a notorious Indian, who lived within the present 
limits of the state of Rhode-Island, Major Wiilard who- 
then lived in the town of Lancaster in Massachusetts, 
commanded a troop of horse ; and among his vigorous 
services, he relieved the town of Brookfield from the Nip- 
net Indians, who had burnt every house but one^ and had 
almost reduced that to capitulation. When Lancaster 
was destroyed by the Indians, Major Wiilard removed to 
Salem, where he spent the rest of Sis days. He had two 
sons, Me of whom w^s a settled minister in the town of 
Grbton ; from which place he was driven by the Indian^ 
ao4.v^ afterwards installed in Boston. His other son, 
Simon, established himself on Still River, since taken 
from Lancaster, and incorporated into the town of Har- 
vard. Her had ninfe sons, Simon, fteniV, Hezekiah, 
JfihUi Jostph, Josiah, Sam^el^ Jonathan and James ; Jo- 
siab removed to Winchester in New-Hampshire, and al- 
terwards commanded fort Dummer ; the rest inhcriteJ 
the substance of their father, and lived to very advanced* 
ages in the vicinity of their birth. They all left numer-* 
^oys families, who spread over the United^ States. ■ Hisc 
eldest,sQn, Simon, was my grandfather ; h^ had two son^t 
Aaron and Moses : Aaron lived in Lancaster, and Moses^- 
my fath«r< removed to Limenburg. I ought to remark^ 
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that my grandmother Willard, after the d^atlybf her hus- 
band, married a persoaby the name of Farnswgrth, by 
whom she had three sons, who were the first settlers of 
Charlestown, No. 4 — one of them was Jcill^d by the In- 
dians, 

My father had twelve children; he removed to 
Charlestown, No. 4, in 1742, and soon had the pleasure 
to find his children settled around him : he was kiUed by 
the Indians in 1756* My mother die^ in March^ 1797** 
and had lived to see twelve children, ninety-two grand- 
children, one hundred ^nd twetity-three great grand-chil- 
dren, and four great-great-grand-children. The wholi^ 
that survive are now settled on Connecticut River.t 

* At the ag^e of eig^hty-fonr, »be busied herself in m^ing* a oof«f'« 
Ikl, which conUitts something of the renMrkabie-— she did Dot qnitfr 
oonij^et^ U. It oaw coDtains upwards of fire thoustuid piecea. 

InOTE BV TH#BDlT0ttS. 

{[As <he aB'ove notices of the Wi^lard family are in several rev 
pects ^roaeous and very imperfect, the editors are induced to givi^ 
the, ibi loving* ^enealapcal acci^nat, for the substance of which, the| 
are. indebted to a g'entlema'a, w|)p is adesceodant of the Mj^th g^ener* 
ation froTi Major Wiilard. . ' 

. Major SfMoN WiLLAaix. tbeg^reat i^noestor of most of the namf 
in New-fln^iaad, aad .in the United Stat^s^ emigrated from the 
coHO'tv of Kent, in.Eog-land as early as 1§35. • He w«8 one of the 
orig'inal purchasc^rs of Concordi in Massachusetts, from Squaw Sa,- 
ibhem,Tanatta^au and Niti^rod, about the time that town was set- 
tled. He was the first. Captain of Militia in that pU^e after its or- 
ganissatioo in 1644 ; was afterwards app(H8ted; Major, and was suc- 
cessfully employed against the Indians in the time o{ ^^ing* PhHip*' 
war.' In 1*654, be was cWosefl one of the assistants 6( the colony, 
and continued in that office a number of years. It would seem from 
Hutchinson*8 History of Massachusetts, ihat he was living in 1^9$, 
but the time of his death, we hare not ascertained. He left a nu- 
merous posterity, many of whom have been distinguished by. their 
literary attainmants and high stations in society. His children 
were nine sons and eight daughters^ as follows :<— ^ t 

i. Josiah,2. Simon, 3. Samuel, 4. Henry, si. John» Q. Daniel, 7. 
Joseph, S. Benjamin, 9,. Jonathan, 10. Mary, 11. Elizabeth, 12, 1)or- 
othy,* 13. Safah, 14- Abovebope,* 15. Mary, 16. Elizabeth, 17. Hatt- 
sah. Of each of the sons we can give the foUowiog account. 

1. Josiah WiUard, the first son of Major Wiilard, lived in Weath- 
ersfield. Con. His children were Samuel» Josiab^^ Simon, Dorothy, 
Stephen,* Thomas, John,'^ and Hannah. 

sL Simon Wiliard was. Deacon of the first church in Salem, where 
be lived, and probably died. His children were Jajcoh, Josiaii^ Rich- 
ard, Simob and Martha. 

,3. Samuel Wiliard gradqated at Harfafd college^ 1659 ; was set- 
tled the minister of Grptot^ about the year 1664, where he re- 
mained till the town was burnt by Che Indians, in 1676^ when he re« 

/ 
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NOnCEB OF MR. JAAIES JOHNSON. 

• 

In the jear 1730, my ^eat-uncle, Col. Josiah WiUard, 
while at Bostbn, was invited to. take a walk on the longn 
wharf, to view some transports who had just landed from 
Ireland; a jiumber of gentlemen present were viewing 
the exeircise of some lads, who were placed on shwe, to 
fexhibit their activity to those who wished to purchase. 
My uncle spied a boy of some vivacity, of about ten 
ybars df age, and who was the only. o;ie in the crew who 
s|5bke English : he bargained for hkn. I have never 
been able lo learn the price ; but as he was afterward? 

'■ J ■ll^yiil illl wii I ■■■■■■ iiii» 

moyed to Boston. Here he was settled as coUeag>ue nitir iter. 
Tiroinas Tfaatafaeny the first mibUter of the old south church, ^A pril 
AiK 169^ He was Vice President of Harrard College, and r^rei^i^cfd 
over that institntMte fronit Sefit. «« 1701, till lilt dfeath, 13e^; 14S; 
1707, at the age of 68. His first wife was Eunice, daug'hter«f the 
Hon,. Edward Tjn^,.of |>pnst^1p|e. . Hi» iurt was Mrs. Sherman, wid- 
ow of Rev. John Shermaq of Watertow^. Mrs. Sherman was dajig^h- 
Yer of Mi*. Li^tmce, aitiemher of PaVli"iiment,whose wife was daughlj^r 
i)f Lord DSircJ^, the EaVl of Rivers.— Rev. Mr. Willard hatf twenty 
felfifdren ; viz, Abigail, Samuel,* WTirr, John, who" groSuat^d at 
Itkrvard College'' in 1690; married Ivtrs, Sherburne ; resided al 
Kino|'sion, Jamaica;., was. the father of KeV. I^amuel ^illard, who 
Vas^rdained at ISfiddefferd, *Ie. Sept. 30, f75b^ and died qct.'l741. 
l^^F.Sam\iel VfitlkrifV^sfalherof Rev.* Joseph Winard,D.T>. LL-IV, 
^/esident of Harvard • College, who died Sept 25, 1804; in **his 
*66th year. EIi^aheth,*Simon, Edwar^* Josiah, Eunice,* W,ilTiani|,** 
"Margaret, Hannah, Etipice,* , Edward,* Richard,* Edward, '^lidj' 
Vrd* and thi'eiB child f^h who" cRed in infancy or childhood. ^^ 

4. Henry TVHIkrd \\veSm tjahcast^r. He married Mary %acTi- 
iifili^ and afterwards Dbrcas Cqtfer. He, instead of Simon W. was 
ancestor of Mrs. Johnson, ...;,... 

*J' His children, Henry, Simon, who iharried Abigail '\irhitcomh.and 
Was the 'grandfather of IVf rs. Johnson, John, Hezekiah, Joseph, Binif 

'u'el, James, Josiah, who was one of. the first settlers of Wincnester 
ana a Co), of Militia, Jonathan, Mary, Sarah, Abigail,* Susannah, 

Tahifha.* " .."'*'.. 

, 5* Jonathan Wjllard lived in Concord. His children were Da- 
Vid; Jonathan, Simon atid Mercy. ' ' ' . 

6., Dapicl Willard Hved in Boston. H^ bad Daniel, Benjamin', 
£d ward,* George, Anna, Elizabeth, Mary, Susannah, Sarahs, Mebita* 

bpl. . ^ * ' '•. , 

7. Joseph Willard, of London. Nothing more is known of this 
branch of the family than that he had two children, viz. John ani 
Joseph i 

5, Benjamin Willard married Sarah Lacking, and lived in Graf- 
ton, Ms. He had' Joseph, Simeon, Sai^h, Margaret, lEtsther an4 
Hannah. - ^ 

9. Jonathan Willard married a Brown. He lived in SudiMi;'^. 
His children were Jonathan, Marv, Hannah, Hepzihah. 
Those with a star died unmarried.} 
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my husband, I am willing to suppose 'it a considerable 
sum. He questioned the- boy respecting his parentage 
and descent. All the information he could get was, that 
young James, a considerable time previous, went to sea 
with his uncle, who commanded a ship and had the ap- 
pearance of a man of property, that this uncle was taken 
sick at sea and died ; immediately after his death they 
came in sight of this ship of Irish transports, and he was 
ptit oh boardi. His being the only one of the crew who 
spoke English, and other circumstances, have led his 
friends t6 conclude that this removal on board the Irish 
ship, was done to facilitate the sequestration of liis. imcle's 
property. He lived with Col. Willard until he was 
twenty years old, and then bought the other year of his 
time. In 1748, Gov. Shirley gave him a lieutenant^s 
cotnmissfon under Edward Hart well, Esq. .* 

Situation of tfie Country in 17 44,. 

It. is an old maxim, thai after a man is in .possession of 
a small lindep^ndent property, It is easy fotr him to ac- 
quire a great jEoriune ; just so with countries ; — possess 
them of a few inhiabitants, and let those be unmolested by 
IndianSi^aaideiicpiieS, th^ land will sobn swarm with in* 
habitants. But when a feeble band only are gathered 
together, and obliged to contend with pestilences famine 
and the sword, their melancholy, numbers will decrease 
and waste away. The situation of our ancestors has of- 
ten been described in language that did honor to the 
hearts that conceived it. The boisterous ocean, wiUi 
unknown shores hemmed them in on one side, and a lor- 
est, swarming with savages, yelling for their blood, 
threatened on the other. But the same undaun- 
ted 'spirit which has defended them in so many perils, 
buoyed them ^bove despair in their early struggles foa* 
safety and liberty. 1 shall be ^pardoned for the digres- 
sion, when I observe, that I have in all mv travels fek 
'a degree of pride in recollecting, that I belonged to a 
country whdse valor was distinguished, and whose spirit 
1had never been debased by servile submission. 
' At the* age of fourteen, in 1744, I made a visit from 
'Leotnirister to Charlestown, to visit my parents. Through 
a.Wng wilderness from Lunenburg to Lower Ashueloty 
not^ Swanzey,we travelled two days ; a solitary house wajs 
;afl the tnark of cultivation that occurred on tne journey. 
iGriiided hy marked trees, we travelled cautiously through 
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the gloomy forest, where now the well till'd fanii> occupy 
eack rod of ground : from Ashuclot to Charlestown the 
passage was opposed, now by ^^ the hill of diSiculty,^ and 
now by " the slough despond." A few solitary inhabi* 
tants, who appeared the representatives of wreicbedness, 
were scattered on the way. 

When I approached the town of Charlestown, the first 
object that met my eyes was a party of Indians holding; 
a war dance. A cask of rum, which the inhabitants hadi 
suffered them to partake of, had raised their spirits to all 
the hoiTid yells, and feats of distortion which character- 
ize the nation. I was chilled at the sight, and passed 
tremblingly by. At this time Charlestown contained 
nine or ten families, who lived in huts not far distant from 
each other. The Indians were numerous, and associated 
it^ a friendly manner with the whites. It was the most 
northerly settlement on Connecticut River, and the adja- 
cent country was terribly wild. A sawmill was erected, 
and the first boards were sawed while I was there : the 
inhabitants commertioratcd the event with a dance, which 
took place on the new boards. In those days there "wan 
such a mixture on the frontier^, or savages and settlers, 
without established laws to govern them, that the state 
• of society cannot be easily described, and the impending 
dangers of war^ where it was known that the savages 
would join the enemies of our country, retarded the prog- 
ress of refinement and cultivation. The inhabitants of 
Charlestown began to erect a fort, and took some steps 
towards clearing their farms ; but war soon checked their 
industry. 

Charlestown* 

I. 

In theyear 1740, the first settlement was made in the 
town of Charlestown, then known by the name of No. 4, 
"by three families who emigrated from Lunenburg, by 
the name of Farnsworth ; that part of New-Hkihpshire 
west of Merrimack river was then a trackless wildernesiu 
Within a few years past, instances have been known, of 
new townships totally uninhabited, becoming flourishing 
and thick settled villages in the course of six or seven 
years. But in those aays, when government was weak, 
when sa,vages were on our borders and Frenchmen i» 
Canada, population extended with timorous and tardy 
paces ; in the course of t'velve years the families increa- 
sed only to twenty-two or three. The human race will 
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not floul'bh unless fostered by the warm sunshine of 
peace. , ' 

During the first twenty years of its existence as a set-^ 
tied place, until the peace between Great-Britain and 
France, it suffered all the consternation afid ravages of 
war ; not that warfare which civilized nations wage with 
«ach other, but the cruel carnage of &d.vages and French- 
men. Sometimes engaged in the duties/of the camp, at 
others sequestering themselves from surrounding enetnies^ 
they became familiar with danger, but not with industri- 
ous husbandry. 

In the year 1744, the inhabitants began to erect a fort 
for their safety. When, the Cape Breton war commen- 
ced, the Indians assumed the hatchet and began their 
depredations on Charlestown on the 19th day of April, 
A. D. 1 746, by burning the mills, and taking Capt. John 
Spafford, Isaac Parker, and Stephen Farnsworth prison* 
JBrs. On the second of May following Seth I*utnam was 
killed. Two days after, Capt. Payne arrived with a troop 
of horse from Massachusetts, ts) defend the place ; about 
twenty of his men had the curiosity to view the place 
where Putnam was killed, and were ambushed by the 
Indians. Capt. Stevens, who commanded a few men, 
rushed out of the fort to their relief; a sharp combat en* 
sued, in which the Indians were routed i they left sotne 
guns and blankets on the field of action, but tncy carried 
their dead off with them, which is a policy they never 
omit. Ensign Obadiah Sartwell was captured, and Sain* 
uel Farnsworth, Elijah Allen, Peter Perin, Aaroti Lyon 
and Joseph Massey fell victims to Indian vengeance. 

On the IDth of June, a severe engagement took place*. 
ftapt. Brown, from Stow in Massachusetts, had previous- 
ly arrived with some troops ; a party of his, joined a 
liumber of Capt. Stevens' soldiers to go into the meadow 
after their hotses. The dos:s discovered kn ambush, 
which put them in a posture for action, and gaVe them 
the advantage of the first fire. This disconcerted the 
savages, who being on higher ground overshot, and did 
but little damage to the English. The etiemy were rout- 
ed, and even seen to drag several dead bodies after them. 
They left behind thetn guns, spears and blankets, which 
"^ sdid ar40/. old tenor. During the time Capt. Josiah 
Bi^own assisted in defending the fort, Jedidiah Winchel 
was killedrSamuel Stanhope, Cornet Baker and David 
FarJcer were wounded* During this suxn&ier,the fort waf 
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entirely blockaded, and all were obliged to take tefv^e 
within the pickets. On the 3d day of August, one Philips 
was killed within a few feet of the fort, as he accidental- 
ly stepped out ; at night a soldier crept to him with a 
^rope, and he was drawn into the fort and interred. la 
the summer of the year 1 746, Capt. Elpbraim Brown 
from Sudbury, arrived with a troop of horse to relieve 
Capt. Josiah Brown. The Sudbury troop tarried about 
a month, and were relieved by a company commanded by 
* Capt. Winchester, who defended the place till autumn, 
when the inhabitants, fatigued with watching, and weary 
of the dangers of the forest, deserted the place entirely 
for about six months. In the month of August previous 
to the evacuation, the Indians assisted by their brethren 
the French, were very troublesome and mischievous; 
they destroyed all the horses, hogs and cattle. An at- 
tack was made on the fort, which lasted two days. My 
father at this time lost ten cattle^ but the people were se- 
cured behind their wooden walls, and received but little 
damage. \ 

In this recess of the settlement of No. 4^ the Indians 
and French were ice-locked in Canada, and the frontiers 
suffered only in apprehension. In March, 1747, Capt* 
Phinehas Stevens, who commanded a ranging party of a- 
bout 30 men, marched to No. 4, and took possession of 
the fort. He found it uninjured by the enemy, and aa 
old spaniel and a cat, who had been domesticated before 
the evacuation, had guarded it safely through the winter, 
and gave the troops a hearty welcome to their tenement.^ 

Capt. Stevens was of eminent service to the infant set- 
tlement. In 1748, he moved his fainily tothe place, and 
encouraged the- settlers by bis fortitude and industry. In 
the early part of his life, when Rutland suffered by sav- 
age vengeance,^ when the Rev. Mr* Willard was murder- 
ed, he was taken prisoner and carried to St. Francois«» 
This informed him of the Indian customs, atid familiari- 
zed him with their mode of warfare : he was an activci 
penetrating soldier, and a respectable, worthy citizen. 

In a few days after the fort was taken possession of by 
Capt.. Stevens' troops, aparty of 500 French and Indians, 
commanded by Monsieur Debeline, sallied from-their den 
in Canada, and made a furious attack on the fort. The 
battle lasted five days, and every stratagem which French 
policy or Indian malice could invent, was practised to re- 
duce the garrison. Sometimes they made an onset .by^ % 
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discharge of musqu^try^ at others they discharged fire 
arrows, which communicated fire to several parts of the 
fort* But these were insufficient to daunt the courage of 
the little band that were assailed* Their next step was 
to fill a cart with combustibles, and roll it against the 
^alls, to communicate fire ; but the English kept up suck 
a brisk incessant fire that they were defeated in the pro* 
ject* At length the Monsieurs, tired with fighting, beat 
a parley ; two Indians, formerly acquainted with Capt* 
Stevens, came as negociators, and wished to exchange 
some furs for corn ; this, Capt* Stevens refused, but o^er« 
cd ^ bushel of corn for each hostage they , would leave 
to be exchanged, at some future day* These terms were 
not complied with, and on the fifth day the enemy re- 
treated, at which time the soldiers in the garrison honored 
them with as brisk a discharge as they could afibrd, to let 
them know that they were neither disheartened nor ex- 
hausted in ammunition. The garrison had none killed, 
and only one, of the name of Brown, was wounded* • 

Perhaps no place was ever defended with greater bra- 
very than this fort during this action j 30 or 40 men, 
when attacked by 500, must have an uncommon degree 
of fortitude and vigilance to defend themselves during a 
siege of five days. But Capt* SteVens was equal to the 
task, and will be applauded by posterity. After the bat- 
tle, he sent an express to Boston with the tidings. Gov. 
Charles Knowles happened then to be at Boston, and re- 
warded Capt. Stevens with a handsome sword, in grati- 
tude for which the place was afterwards called Charles^ 
town. 

In November 1747, a body of the troops set out from 
the fort, to return to Massachusetts ; they had not pro- 
ceeded far before the Indians fired on them* Isaac Good- 
ale and Nathaniel Gould were killed, and one Anderson 
taken prisoner. From this period until the end of the Cape 
Breton war, the fort was defended by Capt* Stevens* 
Soldiers passed and re-passed to Canada, but the inhabi- 
tants took sanctuary in the fort, and made but little prog- 
ress in cultivation* During the Indian wars, which last- 
ed till the year 1 760, Charlestown was noted more for its 
feats of war, than as a place of rapid improvement* Set- 
tlers thought it more prudent to remain with their friends 
in safety, than risk their scalps with savage power* Since 
that period, it has become a nourishing village, and con- 
tains all that a rural situation afibrds of the useful and the 
' pleasant; numerous farms and stately buildings now 
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flourish, where the sav^e roamed the forest. Thepros^ 

Emir of the town was greatly promoted by the Rev. 
ttlkley Olcott, who was a settled imnkter there about 
33 years. In the character'of this good maa was com- 
bined the agreeable companion,. the industrious citizen, 
and unaffected christian* During the whole of his min- 
istry, his solicitude for the happiness of his parishioners 
was as conspicuous, in the benefits they received from 
his assistance, a& in their sincere attachment to his per- 
son. As a divme he was pathetic, devout jpmd instruc- 
tive, and may with propriety be said to have ^ 
Shewn the path to HeareD, and led the way. 

He was highly respected through life: in June, 1793, 
he died, much lamented. 

Removal to Charkstonn^ ^c» 

In May 1749, we received information of the cessa- 
tion of arms between Great Britain and France. I had 
then been married about two yea^s, and Mr. Johnson's 
entei^rising spirit was zealous to remove to Charles- 
town; in June we undertook the hazardous and fati- 
fuing journey : we arrived safe at the fort, and found 
ve families, who had ventured so far mto the woods 
during hostilities. — But the gloomy forest, and the war* 
like appearance of the place, soon made me homesick. 
Two or three days after my arrival, orders came from 
Massachusetts to withdraw the troops : government pla- 
ced confidence in the profiered peace of Frenchmen, and 
withdraw even the appearance of hostility. But French 
treachery and savage malice will ever Keep pace with 
each other, f Without even the suspicion of danger, the 
inhabitants went about their busihess of husbandry. 
The day the soldiers left the fort. Ensign Obadiah Sart- 
well went to harrow :iome com, and took Enos Stevens, 
the fourth son of Pbineas Stevens, Esq. to ride horse; 
my father and two brothers were atiiKK)rk in the mead- 
ow ; early in the afternooh the Indians a{^ared and 
jshot Ensign- Sartwell and the horse, and took youns Ste* 
vens a prisons. In addition to this, my father and broth- 
ers were in the meadow, and we siipposed they musl^be 
destroyed. My husband was gone to Northfield. In 
the fort were seven women and four men ; the anxiety 
and grief we experienced was the highest imaginable. 
The next night we dispatched a po9t to Boston, to canry 
the newsot our disaster^but my father $tnd brothers did 
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aot return. The next day hut one my husband and five 
or six others arrived from Northfi^ld. We kept- close in 
the garrison, suffering every apprehension for ten or 
twelve days, when the sentry from the box cried out that 
troops were coming: joyfiil at the relief, we all mounted 
on the top of the fort, and among the rest discovered my 
father. — He, on hearing the guns, supposed the fort was 
destroyed, left his team in the meadow, and made the 
best of his way ta Northfield with my two brothers. 
The soldiers were about thirty in number, and headed 
by Major Josiah Willard, of Fort Dummer. Enos Ste- 
vens was carried to Montreal, but the French comman- 
der sent ,him back directly, by the way of Albany. 
This was the last damage done the frontiers during the 
Cape Breton war* 

Cursory Noticui^ 

A detail of the miseries of a ^^ frontier man,'' must ex* 
cite the pity of every child of humanity. The gloomi- 
"nessof the rude forest, the distance from friends and 
competent defence, and the daily inroads and nocturnal 
yells of the hostile Indians, awaken those keen apprehen- 
sions and anxieties which conception only can picture. If 
the peaceful employment of husbandr v is pursued, Ae 
loaded musket must stand by his side ; if he visits a 
neighbour, or resorts on Sundays to the sacred house of 
prayer, the weapons of war must bear him company; at 
home, the distresses of a wife, and the tears of listing 
children often unman the soul that real danger assail- 
ed in vain. — Those who can recollect the war that ex- 
isted between France and England fifty years ago, may 
figure to themselves the unhappy situation of the inhabi- 
tants on the frontiers of New-Hampshire. The mal- 
ice of the French in Canada and the exasperated sava- 
fes that dwelt in their vicinity, rendered Ihe tedioi^ 
ays and frightful nights a season of unequalled calami- 
ties. The daily reports of captured families and slaugh- 
tered friends, mingled grief with fear. Had there been 
an organized government, to stretch forth its protecting 
arm, m any case of danger, the misery might have been 
m a degree aMeviated. but the infancy of our country 
did not admit of this blessing. While Governor Shirley, 
of Massachusetts, was petitioning to England for a fleet 
and an army, Benning Wentwortn,the supine governor of 
New-Hampshire, obeyed implicitly the advice of bi3 
friend Shirley, and remained inactively secure at his 
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seat in Portsmouth. At the commencement of the year 
1745, the Quixotic expedition to Louisbourg was project- 
ed, the success of which originated from the merest, acci- 
dent, * rather than from 'military valor or generalship. 
This dh-ainedthe thinly inhabited state ©f New-Hamp- 
shire of most of its effective men. From that period till 
the peace, which took place in the year 1749, the vision- 
ary schemes of Shirley kept the best soldiers embodied 
in some remote place, as a force to execute some impoli- 
tic project. The conquest of Canada, and the attack up- 
on Crown-Point, are recorded as specimens of the wild 
projects which were to employ the infant forces of. New- 
England. During this time, the frontiers sustained addi- 
tional miseries, by having the small forces of the state 
deducted for purposes which could be of no immediate 
service to them. The savages committed frequent de- 
predations oh the defenceless inhabitants, and the ease 
with which they gained their prey encouraged their 
boldness, and by scattering in small parties, they were 
able to infest the whole frontier of New-Hampshire, from 
Fort Dummer on Connecticut river to the lowest settle- 
ment on the Merrimack. During this war, which is known 
by the name of the Cape Breton war, the town of No. 
4 could hardly be said to be inhabited ; some adven- 
turers had made a beginning, but few were considered as 
belonging to the town. Capt. Stevens, whose valor is 
recorded as an instance of consummate generalship, part 
of the time kept the fort, which afforded a shelter to the 
enterprizing settlers in times of imminent danger. But 
even his vigilance did not save the town Irom numerbus 
scenes of carnage. At the commencement of the peace, 
in 1 749, the entei;prising spirit of New-England rose su- 
perior to the dangers of the forest, and they began to ven- 
ture innovation. The Indians, still thirsty for plunder 
and rapine, and regardless of the peace which their mas- 
ters, the FrencTi, had concluded, kept up a flying war- 
fare, and committed several outrages upon lives and 
property This kept the increasing inhabitants in a state 
ofalarm, for three or four years; most of the time they 
performed their daily work without molestation, but re- 
treated te the fort at each returning night. 

Our country has so long been exposed to Indian wars, 
that recitals of exploits and sufferings, of escapes and 
deliverances, have become both numerous and trite. The 
air of novelty will not be attempted in the following pa- 
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ges; simple facts, unadorned, is what the reader must 
expect ; pity for my sufferings, and admiration at my 
safe return, IS all that my history can excite. The aged 
man, while perusing,iwin probably turn his attention to 
the period when the facts took place, his memory will be 
refreshed with the sad tidings of his countr v's sufferings, 
which gave a daily wound to his feelings, between the 
years 1740 and 1760 ; by contrasting those days with 
the present, he may rejoice that he witnesses those times 
which many have *' waited for, but died without a sight." 
Those " in early life," while they commiserate the suf- 
lerings which their parents and ancestors endured, may 
felicitate themselves that their lines fell in a land of peace, 
where neither savages nor neighboring wars molest 
their happiness. 

CHAP. I. 

Situation until August 31, 1754. 

Some of the soldiers who arrived with Major Willard, 
with the inhabitants who bore arms, were commanded by 
Capt. Stevens the rest of the year 1749, and part of the 
following spring; after which the inhabitants resided 
pretty much in the fort, until the spring or fall of the 
year 1752. They cultivated their land in 6ome degree, 
but they put, but little confidence in the savages. 

The continuation of peace began by degrees to ap* 
pease the resentment of the Indians, and they appeared 
lo discover a wish for friendly intercourse. , The inhabi- 
tants in No. 4, and its vicinity, relaxed their watchfulness, 
and ventured more boldly into their fields. Every ap- 
pearance of hostility at length vanished — the Indians ex- 
pressed a wish to trafiic, the inhabitants laid by their 
fears, and thought no more of tomahawks, nor scalping- 
knives. Mr. Johnson now thought himself justified in 
removing to his farm, an hundred rods distant from the 
fort, which was then the uppermost settlement on Con- 
necticut River : he pursuea his occupation of trade, and 
the Indians made frequent visits to fo-affick their furs for 
his merchandize. He, frequently credited them for 
blankets and other necessaries, and in most instances they 
were punctual in payment. During the year 1753, all 
was harmony and safety — settlements incroased with tol- 
erable rapidity, and the new country began to assume 
the appearance of cultivation. 

The commencement of the year 1754 began to threat- 
en another rupture between the French and English, and 
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» 
as the dividing line between Canada and the English Col- 
onies was the object of contention, it was readily seen 
that the frontier towns would be in imminent danger* 
But as immediate war was no^ expected^ Mr« Johnson 
thought that he might risk the safety of his family, while 
he made a tour to Connecticut, for trade. He sat out the 
last of May, and his absence of three months was a tedi- 
ous and a bitter season to me« Soon after his departure 
eyery body was " tremblingly aliye" with fear. The In- 
dians were reported to be on^their march for qut destruc- 
tion, and our distance from sources of information gaye 
full latitude for exaggeration of news, before it reached 
our cars* The fears oCthe night were horrible beyond 
description, and even the light of day was far from dis- 
pelling painful anxiety. While looking from the win- 
dows of my log-house and seeing my neighbors tread cau- 
tiously by each hedge and hillock, lest some secreted sav- 
age might start forth to take their scalp, my fears would 
baffle aescription. Alarms grew louder and louder, till 
our apprehensions were too strongly -confirmed by the 
news of the capture of Mr. MelloonV lamily on Merri- 
mack river : this reached us about the 20th of August* 
Imagination now saw and heard a thousand Indians } and 
I never went round my own house, without first looking 
with trembling caution by each cqrner, to see if a toma- 
hawk was not raised for my destruction. 
. On the 24th of August I was relieved from all my fears 
f)y the arrival of my husband. He brought intelligence 
from Connecticut that a war was expected the next 
spring, but that no immediate danger was contemplated* 
He had made preparations to move to Northfield as soon 
as our stock of hay was consumed, and our dozen of 
swine bad demolished our ample stores of grain, which 
would secure his family and property from the 
miseries and ravages of war. Our eldest son, Sylvanus, 
who was six years old, was in the mean time to be put to 
sciiool at Springfield. Mr. Johnson brought home a 
large addition to his stores, and the neighbors made fre- 
quent parties at our house, to express their joy for his 
return, and time passed merrily off, by the aid of spirit 
and a ripe yard of melons* As I was in the last days of 
piregnancy, I could not join so heartily in their good 
cheer as I otherwise might. Yet in a new counti'V, pleas- 
ure is often derived from sources unknown to those less 
accustomed to the woods. The return of my husband, the 
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relief from clanger, and the crowds of happy friends, com- 
bined to render my situation peculiarly agreeable. I 
novr boasted with exultation, that I should, with husband, 
friends and luxuries, live happy in spite of the fear of 
savages. ' 

On the evening of the 29th of August our house was vis- 
ited by a party of neighbors, who spent the time very 
cheerfully with watermelons and flip, till midnight ; they 
all then retired in high spirits, except a spruce younp; 
s^^ark, who tarried to keep company with my sistcr« Wfc 
then went to bed with feelings well tuned for sleep, and 
rested with fine composure, till midway between day- 
break and sunrise, when we were roused by neighbor 
Labarree^s knocking at the door, who had shouldered 
his axe to do a day's work for my husband. Mr. John- 
son slipped on his jacket and trowsers,' and stepped to 
the door to let him in. But by opening the door he 

^ opened a scene — ^terrible to describe!! Indians! In- 

« diftns were the first words I heard : he spmng to his guns, 

but Labarree, heedless of danger, instead of closing the 

door to keep them out,- began to rally our hired men up 

stairs, for not rising earlier. But in an instant a crowd of 

. savages, fixed horribly for war, rushed furiously in« I 

' screamed and begged my friends to ask for quarter ; by 
this time they were all over the house ; some up stairs, 
some hauling my sister oCit of bed ; another had hold of 
me, and one was approaching Mr. Johnson, who stood in 
the middle of the floor to deliver himself up ; but the 
Indian supposing that he would make resistance, and be 
more than his match, went to the door and brought three 
of his comrades, and the four bound him. I was led to 
the door, fainting and trembling; there stood my friend 
Labarree, bound ; Ebcnezer Farnsworth, whom they 
found up chamber, they were putting in the same situa- 
tion ; and to complete the shocking scene, my three little 
children were driven naked to the place where I stood* 
On viewing myself I found that I too was naked. — 
An Indian' had plundered three gowns., who, on seeing 
my situation gave me the whole. I asked another for a 
petticoat, but he refused it. After what Jittle^ plunder 
their hurry would allow them to get, was confusedly 
bundled up, we were ordered tOL march. After going 

^ about 20 rods, we fell behind a rising ground, where we 
halted^topack the things in a better manner ; while there, 
a savage went back as we supposed to fire the buildings* 
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Farnsworth proposed to my biisband to go back with 
him to get a quantity of pork from the cellar, to help us 
on our journey; but Mr. Johnson prudently replied, 
that by that means, the Indians might find the rum, and 
in a fit of intoxication kill us all* The Indian presently 
returned with marks of fear in his countenance,* and we 
were hurried on with all violence. Two savages laid hold 
of each of my arms, and hurried me through thorny 
thickets in a most unmerciful manner* I lost a shoe, and 
suffered exceedingly^ We heard the alarni guns from 
the fort. This added new speed to the flight of the sav- 
ages. They were apprehensive that soldiers might be 
sent for our relief. When we had got a mile and a half, 
my faintness obliged me to sit. This being observed by 
an Indian he drew his knife, as I supposed, to put an end 
to my existence. But he only cut some band, with 
yrith which toy g4wD was tied, and then pushed me (Hi* 
My little children were crying ; my husband and the oth- 
er two men were bound, and my sister and myself were 
obliged to make the best of our way, with all our might. 
The loss of my shoe rendered travelling extremely pain- 
ful. At the distance of three miles there was a general 
halt ; the savages supposing that we, as well as themselves, 
might hare an appetite for breakfast, gave us a loaf of 
bread, some raisins and apples, which they had taken i\ 

from the house. While we were forcing down our scan- * 

ty breakfast, a horse came in sight, known to us all by 
ihe name of Scoggin, belonging to Phinehas Stevens, Esq. 
One of the Indians attempted to shoot him, but was pre- 
vented by Mr. Johnson. They then expressed a wish to 
catch him, saying, by pointing to me, for squaw to ride ; 
my husband had previously been unbound to assist the ^. 

children ; he, with two Indians, caught the horse on the 
banks of the river. By this time my le^ and feet were 
covered with blood, which being noticed by Mr. Labar- 
ree, he with that humanity which never forsook him, took 
his own stockings and presented them to me, and the In- 
dians gave me a pair of mocasins. ■ 

[To be continued,] • 

'^his, as we afterwads foand, was occasioned by his meetiogf Mr. 
Osmer at the door of the house, who lodg-ed in the chamber, and had 
secreted himself behind a box, and was then making: his escape. 
He ran directly to the fort, and the alarm guns were fired. My fa- 
ther, Mr. Moses Willard, was then second in command. Capt. Ste* 
vens was for sallying* out with a party for our relief; but my father 
begged him to desist, as the Indians made it an invariable practice to 
kill their prisoners when attacked. 
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[continued.] 

Bags and 1i)lankets were thrown over Scoggtn, and I 
mounted on the top of them, and on we jogged about sev^ 
en miles, to the upper end of Wilcott's Island. — We 
there halted, and prepared to cross the riveh; rafts* were 
made of dry timber — two Indians and Farnsworth cros- 
sed first, Labarree, by signs, got permissidh to swim the 
horse, and Mr. Johnson was allowed to swim bv the raft 
that I was on, to push it along. We all a;*rivea safe on 
the other side of the river, about four oVIock in the af- 
ternoon ; a fire was kindled, and some of their stolen ket- 
tles were hun^ over it, and filled with porridge. The 
savages took delight in viewing their spoil, which amoun- 
ted to forty or fifty pounds in value. They then, with a 
true savage yell, gave the war whoop, and bid defiance 
to danger. As our tarry in this place lasted an hour, I 
bad time to reflect on our miseraole situation. Captives^ 
in the power of unmerciful savages, without provision, 
and almost without clothes, in a wilderness where we 
must sojourn as long as the children of Israel did, for 
aught we knew, and what added to our distress, not one 
of our savage masters could understand a word of En- 
glish. Here, after being hurried from home with such 
rapidity, I have leisure to inform the reader respecting 
our Indian masters. They were eleven* in numbei, men 
of middle age, except one, a youth of sixteen, who in our 
journey discovered a very mischievous and troublesome 
disposition^ — According to their national practice, he 
who first laid bands on a prisoner, considered him as his 

Property. My master, who was the one that took my 
and when I sat on the bed, was as cleVer an Indian a» 



* Mr. Labarree i& rsrj poaitiye, and I thiak Mr. Johnion was of 
the laoie opinion, that seventeen Indians attacked the house ; the 
other six might* have been a scouting party, that wptched till we 
were out of danger, and then took another route. 
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ever I saw ; be even evinced, at numerous times, a dispcN 
sition that shewed he was by no means void of compas* 
sion. — The four, who took my husband, claimed him afr 
tbeu:. property, and my sister, three children, Lebarree 
and Farnswortb, haa . each a master. When the time 
came for us to prepare to march, I almost expired %t 
the thought. To leave my aged parents, brothers, sis- 
ters and friends, and travel with savages, through a dis- 
mal forest to unknown regions, in the alarming situation 
I then was in, with three small children, the eldest Syl- 
vanus, who was but six years old. My eldest daughter, 
Susanna, was four, and Polly, the other, two« My sister 
Miriam was fourteen. — My husband was barefoot, and 
otherwise thinly clothed ; his master bad taken his 
jacket, and nothing but his shirt and trowsers remained. 
My two daughters had nothing but their shifts, and I on- 
ly the gown that was handed me by the savages. Tn 
addition to the sufferings which arose from my own de- 

Elorable condition, I could not but feel for my friend 
labai^ee ; he had left a wife and four small children 
behind, to lament his loss, and to render his situation ex- 
tremely unhappy. With all these misfortunes lying 
heavily upon me, the reader can imagme my situation. 
The Indians pronounced the dreadful word " munch,'* 
march, and on we must go, I was put on the horse, Ttfr» 
Johnson took one daughter, and Mr. Labarree, being un- 
bound, took the other ; — we went six or eight miles and 
stopped for the night.. The men were made secure, by 
having their legs put in split sticks, somewhat like stocks, 
and tied with cords, which were tied to the limbs of tree* 
too high to be reached. My sister, much to her mortifi- 
cation, must Tie between two Indians, with a cord thrown ' 
over her, and passing under each of them; the little chil- 
dren had blankets, and I was allowed one for ray use. 
Thus we took lodging for the night, with the sky for a 
Covering, and the ground for a pillow. The fatigues of 
the preceding day obliged me to sleep several hours, in 
spite of the horrors which surrounded me. The Indians 
observed great silence, and never spoke but when really 
necessary, ^nd all the prisoners were disposed to say 
bttt little ; my children were much more peaceable than 
could be imagined ; gloomy fear imposed a deadly si- 
lence. 
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CHAP. II- 

History of our journey through the wildernessy till we came 
to the loaters that enter Lake Champlain. 

In the morning we were roused before sunrise, the In* 
Sians struck up a fire, hung on their stolen kcttks, and 
made us some water gruel for breakfast. After a few 
sips of this meagre fare, I was again put on the horse, 
with my husband bj my side, to hold me on. My two 
fellow prisoners took the little girls, and we marched 
,sor row fully on for an hour or. two, when a keener dig- 
tress was added to my multiplied afflictions ;-^l was ta- 
ken with the pangs of child-birth. The Indians signifi- 
ed to us that we must go on to a brook* When we got 
there, thej;^ shewed some humanity, by making a booth 
for me« Here the compassionate reader will drop a 
fresh tear, fgr my inexpressible distress ; fifteen or twen- 
ty miles from the abode of any civilized being, in the 
open wilderness, rendered cold by a rainy day — in one 
of the most perilous hours, and unsu|)plicd with the least 
necessary that could yield conveaience in the hazard* 
oils mopient. My children were crying at a distance, 
where they were held by thei5' piasters, and only my 
husband and sister to attend me : none but mothers can 
figure to themselves my unhappy fortune. The Indians 
kept aloof the whole time. About ten o'clock a daugh- 
ter was bprn. They then brought me some articles of ^ 
clothing for the child, which they had taken from the ^ 
house. My master looked into the booth, and clapped 
his hands with joy, crying two monies for me,two monies 
for me. I was permitted to rest the remainder of the day. 
The Indians were employea in making a bier for the 
prisoners to carry me on, and another booth for my lodg* 
ing during night. They brought a needle and two pins, 
and some bark to tie the child's clothes, which they gave 
my sister,and a large wooden spoon to feed it with ; at dusk 
they made someporridge,and br9ught a cup to steep some 
roots in, which Mr. Labarree had provided. In the eve- 
ning I was removed to the new booth. For supper, they 
made more porridge and some Johnny cakes. ^ My por- 
tion was brought me in a little bark. I slept that night 
far beyond expectation. 

In tne morning we were suinmoned for the journey, 
after the usual breakfast of meal and water. I, with my 
infant in my arms, was laid on the litter, which was sup- 
ported alternately by Mr. Johnson, Labarree and Farns- 
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worth. My sister and son were put upon Scoggin, and 
the two little girls rode on their master's backs. Thus we 
proceeded two miles when my carriers grew too faint to 
proceed any further. This being observed by our sable 
masters, a general halt was called, and they embodied 
themselves for council. My master soon made signs to 
Mr. Johnson, that if I could ride on the horse I might 
proceed, otherwise I must be left behind. Here 1 ob- 
served marks of pity in his countenance, but this 
might arise from the fear of losing his two monies. 1 
preferred an attempt to ride on the horse, rather than to 
perish miserably alone. Mr. Laharree took the infant, 
and every step of the horse almost deprived me of life* 
My weak and helpless condition rendered me, in a de- 

free, insensible to every thing; my poor child could 
ave no sustenance from my breast, and was supported 
entirely by water gruel. My other little children, ren- 
dered peevish by an uneasy mode of riding, often burst 
into cries, but a surly check from their masters soon si- 
lenced them. We proceeded on with a slow, mournful 
pace. My weakness was too severe to allow me to sit on 
the horse long at a time ; every hour I was taken off, and 
l^iid on the ground to rest. This preserved my life dur- 
ing the third day. At night we found ourselves at the 
head of Black feiver Pond. Here v^e prepared to spend 
the night ; our supper consisted of gruel and the broth qf 
ai hawk, they had killed the precedmg day. The prison- 
ers were secured as usual, a booth was made for rae, and 
all went to rest. After encampment, we entered into a 
short conversation. My sister observed, that if I couW 
have , been left behind, our trouble would have been 
seemingly nothing. My husband hoped, by the assis- 
tance of Providence, we should all be preserved. Mr. 
Labarree pitied his poor family — and Farnsworth sum- 
med the whole of his wishes by saying, that if he could 
halve ^ot a layer of pork from the cellar, we should not 
be in fear of starvation. ' The night was uncommonly 
dark, and passed tediously off. 

In the morning half chilled with a cold foff, we were 
ordered from our places of rest, were offered the lean 
fare of meal ahd water, and then prepared for the jour- 
ney ; every thing resembled a funeral procession. The 
savages preserved their gloomy sadness — the prisoners, 
bowed down with grief and fatigue, felt little disposition 
to talk 'y and the unevenness of the country, sometimes 
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lying in rairy plains, at others rising into stc^p and bro- 
ken hills, repdered our passage hazardous and painfuU 
Mr. Labarree kept the infant in His arms, add preserved 
its life* ,Tbe fifth day's journey was an unvaried scene 
of fatigue. The Indians sent out two or three hunting 
parties, who returned without game. A^ we had in the 
morning consumed the last morsel of our n^eal, every 
one now began to be seriously alarmed; and hunger, 
with all its horrors, looked us earnestly in the face. At 
night, we found the wafers that run into Lake Cham- 
plain, which was over the height of la^cj ;, before dark 
we halted, and the Indians, by the help qf their punk, 
' which they carried in horns, made a, fire. .They soon 
adopted a plan to relieve their hunger. The horse was 
shot, and his flesh was in a few moments broiling on em- 
bers, and they with native gluttony, satiated their crar 
ving. appelites. To use the term politeness, in the man- 
agement, of this repast, may be thought a burlesque, yet 
their offering the prisoners the best parts of the horse, 
certainly bordered on civility; an epicure could not 
h^ve.c^tered nicer slices, nor in that situation served 
them up with more neatness. Appetite is ss^id to be the best 
sauce, yet ojur abundance of it did not render savory this 
noyql steak. • My children,^ however, eat too mi^h, which 
made them very unwell for a number of days. Broth 
was made for me and my child, which was rendered al- 
most a luxury by the seasoning of roots. After supper, 
countenances began to brighten ; those who had relished 
the mea! exhibited new strength, and those who had onr 
ly snuffed its efiluvia, confessed themselves regaled ; the 
evening was employed m drying and smoking- what re^ 
naained, (or future use. The night was a scene of dis- 
tressing fears to me, ajid my extreme weakness had affec* 
ted my mind to such a degree, that every difficulty ap> 
peared doubly terrible. By the assistance of Sco^n, 
I had been brought so far, yet so great was my debihty, 
that every hour 1 was taken off and laid upon the ground, 
to keep me from expiring. But now, alas ! this convey- 
ance was no more. To walk was impossible. Inevita- 
ble death, in the^ midst of woods, one hundred miles 
wide, appeared my only portion. 
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CHAP. IIL 

Continiuition^ — till our arrival at East Bay, in Lake Cham^ 

plain. 
In the morning of the sixth day, the Indians exerted 
themselves to prepare one' of their greatest dainties. 
The marrow bones of old Scoggin were pounded for a 
*oup, ai>d every root, both sweet and bitter, that the 
woods 'aflfordecl, were thrown in to give it a flavor. Each 
t>ne partook of as much as his feelings would allow. 
The war whoop then resounded^ with an infernal yell, 
^nd we began to fix for a march; My fate was unknown, 
till my master brought some bark, and tiecl my petticoats, 
as high as he supposed would be convenient for walking, 
land ordered me to " munch.^' With scarce strength to 
stand alone, 1 went on half a mile, with my little son and 
three Indians. The rest were advanced. My power to 
move then failed, the world grew dark, and I dropped 
down. I had sight enough to see an Indian lift his 
hatchet over my head, while my little son screamed, — 
" Ma'am do go, for they* will kill you." As I fainted, my 
last thought was, that I should presently be in the world 
of spirits. When I awoke mv master was talking angri- 
ly with the savage, who had threatened my life, dj 
Ms gestures I could learn, that he charged him with not 
-acting the honorable part of a warrior, by an attempt to 
destroy the prize of a brother. A whoop was given for 
•a halt. My master helped me to the rest of the compa- 
ny, where a council was held, the result of which was, 
that my husband should walk by my side, and help me 
'^long. This he did for some hours, but faintness then 
overpowered me, and Mr. Johnson's tenderness and so- 
licitude^ was unequal to the task, of aiding me further; 
another council was held — while in debate, as I lay on 
the ground, gasping for breath, my master sprang to- 
■wards me, with his hatchet. My husband and fellow 
prisoners grew pale at the sight, suspecting that he by a 
•single blow would rid themselves of so great a burthen 
-as myself. But he had yet too much esteem for his*' two 
monies." * His object was to get bark trom a tree, to 
make a pj»ck-saddle, forpy conveyance on the back of 
my husband. — He to«k me up, and we marched in that 
form the refit of the day. Mr. Labarree still kept my in- 
fant, Farnsworth carried one of the little girls, and the 
other rode with her master ; they were extremely sick 
and weak, owing to the large portion of the horsei^which 
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thejeat^ but if they uttered a murmuring, word, a men- 
acing frown from the savages soon imposed silence* 
None of the Indians were disposed to shew insults of any 
nature, except the youngest, which I have before mei> 
tioned. He often deli^med himself, by tormenting ^my 
sister, by pulling her hair, treadine on her gown, and nu- 
merous otner boyish pranks, which were provoking and 
troublesome* We moved on, faint and wearily, till nigbtj 
the Indians then yelled their war whoop^ buiu a fire, and 
hung over their norse brotli* After supper^ my booth 
was built, as usual, and I reposed much better thaa 1 had 
the preceding nights. . 

In the morning, I found myself greatly restored. 
Without the aid of physicians, or physic, nature had her 
gan the cure of that weaknessi to which she bad redu- 
ced me, but a few days before.. The readfr will be tired 
of the repetition of the same materials for our raeaU ; 
but if my feelings can be realized, no one will turn with 
disgust from a breakfast of steaks, which were cut from 
the thigh of a horse. After which Mr. Johnson was or« 
dered to take the infant, and go forward with part of the 
company. I ^^ muifched" in the rear till we came to a 
beaver pond, which was formed in a branch . of Ottjr 
Creek. Here I was obliged to wade ; when half war 
over, up to the middle in cold water, my little strength 
failed, and my power to speak or see left me. While 
motionless and stiffened, in the middle of the pond;, I was 
perceived from the other side, by Mr. Johnson, whe laid 
down the infant, and came to my assistance ; he. took 
me in his arms, and when the opposite side was gain<>d, 
life itself had forsaken me. Tne whole company atop- 
*ped, and the Indians, with more humanity than I ^uf^o« 
sed them possessed of, busjed themselves in making a 
fire, to warm me into life. The warm influence of the 
fire restored my exhausted strength, by degrees ; and ia 
two hours I was told to munch. The rest of the day I 
was carried by my husband. — In the middle of the after- 
noon, we arrived on the banks of one of the great 
branches of Otter Creek. Here we halted, and two 
sayages, who had been on a hunting scout, returned with 
a duck; a fire was made, which was thrice grateful to 
my cold.shivering limbs. Six days had now almost e- 
lapsed, since the fatal morn, in which we were taken, 
and by the blessing of that Providence, whose smiles 
give life to .creation, we were still in existence. — My 
wearied husband, naked children, and helpless infant^ 
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formed a seene that conveyed severer pangs to my Heart, 
than all the ^offerings I endured myself. The Indians 
were sullen and silent, the prisoners were swollen with 
gloomy grief^and I was half the time expiring.' After 
my feelings were a little quickened by warmth, my sad 
portion was brought in a bark, consisting of the duck^ 

' head, and a gill of broth. As I lifted the unsavory mor- 
ael witb a trembling hand, to my mouth, I cast my 
thoughts back a few days, to a time when, from a boara 
plenafuUy spread, in my own house, I ate my food with 
ft merry heart. The wooden spoon dropped from my 
feeble hand. The contrast was too afl^cting. Seated 
on a ragged rock, beneath a hemlock, as I then was ; 
emaciated by sickness, and surrounded by my weeping 
and distressed family, who were helpless prisoners, des- 
pair would have robbed me of life, had I not put my 
whole confidence in that Being who has power to save. 
Our masters began to prepare to lord the stream. I 
swallowed most of my broth, and was taken up by my 
husband* The river was very rapid^ and passing dan- 
gerous. Mr. Labarree, when half over with my child, 
was tripped up by its rapidity, and lost the babe in the 
water ; little did I expect to see the poor thing again, 
but he fortunatehr reached a comer of its blanket, and 
' saved its life. The rest got safe to the other shore — 
another fire was built, and my siister dried the infant, and 
its clothes. Here we found a proof of Indian sagacity, 
which mi^ht iustly be supposed not to belong to a band 
of rambhng oarbarians. In their journey over to Con> 
necticut River, they had, in this place, killed a bear. 
The entrails were cleansed, and filled with the fat of 
the animal, and suspended from the limb of a tree ; by 
it was deposited a bag of flour, and some tobacco, all 
which was designed for ititure stores, when travelling 

- that way. • Nothing could have been offered more accep- 
table, than these tokens of Indian economy and prudence. 
The flour was made into pudding, and tLe bear grease 
sauce was not unrelishing. Broth was made, and well 
seasoned with snakeroot, and those who were fond of to- 
bacco had each their share. The whole forfaied quite a 
sumptuous entertainment. But these jsava^e dainties 
made no sensible addition to our xjuota of happmes^ My 
weakness increased, my children were very unw^lj, and 
Mr. Johnson^s situation was truly distressing. By trav- 
elling barefoot, over such a length of forest, and sup- 
porting me on his shoulders, his leet were rendered sore, 



CAPTIVITY OP MRS. JOHNSON. 201 

tjeyohd description, I cannot express too much grati- 
tude, for Mr. Labarree's goodness. Mv infant was hiai 
sole charge, and he supported it, by pieces of the 
horse flesh, which he kept for its use, which by being 
first chewed in his own mouth, and then put into the 
child^s, afforded it the necessary nutriment. After sup- 
per, jmy booth was made, the evening yell was sounded, 
and we encamped for the night. By this time the sava- 

fes had relaxed part of their watchfulness, and began to 
e careless of our escaping. — Labarree and Farnsworth 
were lightly bound, and my husband had all his liberty. 
My sister could sleep without her two Indian compan- 
ions, and the whole company appeared less like prison- 
ers. 

In the morning of the eiehth day, we were roused at 
sunrise. Although the early part of September is gener- 
ally blessed with a serene sky, and a warm sun, yet we 
suffered exceedingly by the cold. The mornings were 
damp and foggy, and the lofty trees, and numerous moun- 
tains, often excluded the sun till noon. Our snakeroot 
broth, enriched with flour, made a rare /breakfast, and 
gave a little strength to our exhausted limbs. Orders 
came to " munch." My poor husband took me upon the 
pack saddle, and we resumed our march. Long before 
night, despondency hadyStrikirigly pictured every counte- 
nance. My little son, who had performed the whole 
journey on foot,was almost lifeless. Mr. Johnson was ema- 
ciated, and almost exhausted ; — often he laid me on the 
ground to save his own life, and mine ; for mj'^ weakness 
was too great to ride far, without requiring rest. While 
prostrate upon the earth, and able to speak, I often beg- 
ged him to leave me there, to end a life, which could last 
put a short time, and would take his with it, if he continu- 
ed his exertions to save me ; but the idea was too shock- 
ing: we continued our journey, in a slow, sorrowful mood, 
till night. Often did I measure a small distance for the 
sun to run, before I must bid it an eternal adieu. But 
the same Providence who had brought us so far, and in- 
clined our savage masters to mercy, continued my pro- 
tector. — Farnsworth carried me a small distance, and at 
last darkness put an end to our painful day's journey. Af- 
ter the customary refreshment,we went to rest. Thenigbt 
was terrible ; the first part was Egyptian darkness, then 
thunder, and lightning, and rain. On the cold earth, 
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without a cover, our situation may be imagined, but BOt 
described. The Indians gave me an additional blanket 
for my use, and shewed some concern for my welfare ^ 
but it will ever stand first among modem miracles, that 
my life was spared. 

' The morning came, and a bright sun reanimated our* 
drowned spirits. • The whole ,corapany now resembled 
a group of ghosts, more than bodily forms. Little did I 
expect that the light of another day would witness my 
existence } sensible, that if my own sad diseases did not 
finish my existence, my husband would be reduced to the 
woful alternative, of cither perishing with ine, or .leaving 
me in the woods to preserve his own life. — The horrid 
yell was given, which was a signal for preparation. Mel- 
ancholy sat heavily on every countenance, and the tear 
of wo moistened the sickened cheek of every prisoner* 
In addition to famine and fatigue, so long a journey, with- 
out a shoe for defence, had lacerated and mangled every 
foot, to a shocking degree ; travelling was keenly painful. 
The scanty breakfast was served up ; as I was lifting my 
gill of broth to my cold lips, my master, with a rash hand, 
pulled it from me, and gave it to my husband, observing 
by signs, that he required all the sustenance to enable 
him to carry me. I yielded, on the supposition that it 
was a matter of little consequence, whether any tbu^g wa» 
bestowed to that body which must, soon mingle with its 
original clay. With sorrow and anguish, we began the 
ninth day's journey j^ Before we proceeded far, the In- 
dians signined to us, that we should arrive before night 
at East Bay, on Lake Champlain.. This was a cordial 
to our drooping spirits, and caused an immediate transi- 
tion fi*om despair to joy ; the idea of arriving at a place 
of water carriage, translated us to new life. Those who 
languished with sickness, fatigue or despair, now march-' 
e4 forward with nervous alacrity. Two Indians were 
sent on a hunting scout, who were to meet us at the Bay, 
with canoesr This seasonable and agreeable ititelligence, 
had every possible effect that was good; we walked with 
greater speed, felt less of the journey, and thought little 
of our distresses. — About the middle of the afternoon 
'^the waters of the Lal^e were seen, from a~ neighboring 
eminence ; we soon gained the bank, where we found the 
two Indians, with four canoes, and a ground squirrel ; a 
fire was built, and some food put in preparation. Here 
myieelings, which had not been exhilirated so much as> 
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the rest of mj fellow prisoners, were bu©yed above des- 
pair, and, for a short time, the pangs of distress lost their 
influence. The life, which nine days painful suflering 
in the wilderness, had brought to its lasit moment of dura- 
tion, now started into new existence, and rendered the 
hour I sat on the shore of Lake Champlain one of the hap- 
piest 1 ever experienced. Here we were to take passage 
in boats, and find relief from the thorny hijls and miry- 
swamps of the damp desart. My husband could now 
be relieved from the burden which had brought him a^ 
nigh eternity as myself. My little children would soon 
find clothing, and all my fellow sufferers would be in a 
condition to attain some of lifers conveniencics» Twelve 
hours sailing would waft us to the settlements of civilized 
Frenchmen. Considering how much we had endured, 
few will deem it less than a jniracle, that we were still a- 
mong the living. My son, of six years old, bad walked 
barefoot the whole journey. Farnsworth was shoeless, 
and carried my eldest daughter. Labarree had to carry 
and preserve the life of my infant. My sister, owing to 
her youth, and healthj hadsufiered the least. , My two 
little daughters, with only their shifts, and part of one of 
the three gowns which the savages gave m»^, were subject 
to all the damps of morn and night ; and Mr. Johnson's 
situation was pitiably painful ; the fatigue of carrying 
me on the wearying pack saddle, had rendered l^is ema- 
ciated body almost a corpse, and his sore feet made him 
a cripple. The Indians had been surprisingly patient, 
and often discovered , tokens of humanity. At every 
meal we all shared equal with them, whether a Kbrse or 
a duck composed the bill of fare, and more than once' 
they gave me a blanket to 3helter me from a thunder 
jStorm. 

CHAP. IV. 

m 

Crossing the Lake to Crown Pointy from thtnu to St^ Johns 
r^Chamblee — and to St. Francis Village* 

I will only detain the reader a few moments longer in 
this place, while I eat the leg of a woodchuck, and then 
request him to take a night's sailing in the canoe with me 
across the Lake,though I sincerely wish him a better pass- 
age than I had. No sooner was our repast finished, than, 
the party were divided into four eaual parties, for passage. 
In my boat were two savages, besides my son and infant. I 
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was ordered to lie flat on the bottom of the canoe, and 
when pain obliged me to move for relief, I had a rap 
from a paddle. At day break, we arrived at a great 
rock, on the west side of the Lake, where we stopped and 
built a fire. The Indians went to a French house, not far 
distant, and got some meat, bread, and green corn. Al- 
though we were not allowed to taste the meat, yet, by 
the grateful effluvia of the broiling steak, we were finely 
regaled, and the bread and roast corn, were a luxury. 

Here the savages, for the first time, gave loud tokens 
of joy, by hallooing and yelling in a tremendous manner. 
The prisoners were now introduced to a new school. Lit- 
tle did we expect that the accomplishment of dancing 
• would ever be taught us, by the savages.' But the war 
dance must now be held ; and every prisoner that could 
* move, must take its awkward steps. The figure consisted 
of circular motion round the fire ; each sang his own mu- 
sic, and the best dancer was the one most violent in mo- 
tion. The prisoners were taught each a song ; mine was, 
danna witchee natchepung; my son's was narwiscump- 
ton. The rest I caanot recollect. Whether this task was 
imposed on us for their diversion, or a religious ceremo- 
nial, I cannot say, but it was very painful and offensive. 
In the forenoon, seven Indians came to us, who were re- 
ceived with great joy by our masters, who took great 
pleasure in introducing their prisoners. The war dance 
was again held ; we were obliged to join, and sing our 
songs, while the Indians rent the air with infernal yelling. 
We then embarked and arrived at Crown ' Point about 
noon. — Each prisoner was then led by his master to the 
residence of the French commander. The Indians kept 
up their infernal yelling the whole time. We were order- 
ed to his apartment, and used with that hospitality which 
characterises the best past of the nation. We had bran- 
dy in profusion, a good dinner, and a change of linen. 
This was luxury indeed, after what We had suffered, for 
the want of these things. None but ourselves could prize 
their value. We, after dinner, were paraded before Mr. 
Comdiander, and underwent examination, after which we 
were shewn a convenient apartment, where we resided 
four days, not subject to the jurisdictjpn of our savage 
masters. . Here we received great civilities, and many 
presents. I had a nurse, who in a great measure restored 
my exhausted strength. My children were all decently 
clothed, and my infant in particular. The first day, 
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wkile I was taking a nap, they dressed it so fantastically, 
a la France, that 1 refused to ©wn it, when brought to my 
bedside, not guessing that I was the mother of such a 
strange thing. 

On the fourth day, to our great grief and mortification, 
yse were again delivered to the Indians, who led us to the 
water side, where we all embarked in one vessel f#r St* 
Johns. The wind shifted, after a short sail, and we drop- 
ped anchor. In a little time a canoe came along side of 
us, in which was a white woman, who was bound for Al- 
bany. Mr. Johnson begged her to stop a few minutes, 
while he wrote to CoL Lydius of Albany, to inform him 
of our situation, and to request him to put the same in 
the Boston newspapers, that our friends might learn that 
we were alive. The woman delivered the Tetter and the 
contents were published, which conveyed the agreeable 
tidings to our friends, that although prisoners, we were 
then alive. 

The following letter, in return for the one we sent to 
Col. Lydius, was the first we received from New-Eng- 
land : 

Albany, Nov. 5, 1754. 
SIR, 

I received yours of the 5th October, with a letter or 
two for New-England, which I have forwarded immedi- 
ately, and have wrote to Boston, in which I urged the 
government to endeavor your and family's redemption as 
soon as conveniency would admit. 

I am quite sorry for your doleful misfortune, and hope 
the just God will endue you with patience to undergo 
your troubles, and justly use his rewards on the evil do^ 
ers and authors of your misfortune. — Present my service 
to all the prisoners with you, from him who subscribes 
himself to be your very humble servant, 

JOHN W. LYDIUS. 

LieuL James Johnson, MontreaL 

After a disagreeable voyage of three days, we made 
St. Johns, the 1 6th of September, where we again expe- 
rienced the politeness of a French commander. I with 
ray child, was kindly lodged in the same room with him- 
self and lady. In the morning we still found misfortune 
treading close at our heels ; — we must again be delivered 
to our savage masters, and take another passage in the 
boats for Chamblee, when within three miles of which, 
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Labarree, myself and child, with oar two masters, were 
put on shore ; we were ignorant of our destin j, and part- 
ing from my husband and friends was a severe trial, 
without knowing whether we were ever to meet them 
again. We walked on to Chamblee ; here our fears were 
dissipated, by meeting our friends. In the garrison of 
this place, we found ail the hospitality our necessities re- 
quired. Here for the first, after my captivity, I lodged 
cm a bed. Brandy was handed about in large bowls, 
and we lived in high style. The next morning we were 
put in the custody of our old masters, who took us to the 
canoes, in *which we had a painful voyage that day, and 
the following night to SoreH ; where we arrived on the 
19th. A hospitable friar camefo the shore to see us, and 
invited us to his house ; he gave us a good breakfast, and 
drank our better healths, in a tumbler of brandy ; he 
took -compassionate notice of my child, and ordered it 
s<)ne suitable food. But the Indians hurried us off be^ 
fere it could eat. He then went with us to the shore, and 
ordered his servant to carry the food prepared for the ' 
child, to the canoe, where he waited till I fed it. The 
friar was a very genteel man, and gave us his benedic- 
tion, at parting, in feeling language. We then rowed on 
till the middle of the afternoon, when we landed on a 
barren heath, and by the help of a fire cooked an Indian 
dinner ; after which the waf dance was held, jand anoth- 
er infernal yelling. The prisoners were obliged to sing 
till they were hoarse, and dance round the fire. 
We had now arrived within a few miles of the village of St. 
Francis, to which place our masters belonged. Whenev- 
er the warriors return from an excursion against an ene- 
my ,their return to the tribe or village must be designated 
by warlike ceremonial ; the captives or spoil, which may 
happen to crown their valor, must be conducted in a tri- 
umphant form, and decorated to every possible advan- 
tage. — For this end We must now submit to painting; 
their vermilion, with which they were ever supplied, was 
mixed with bear's grease, and every cheek, chin and fore- 
head must have a dash. We then rowed on within a mile 
of the town, where we stopped at a French house, to 
dine ; the prisoners were served with soup meagre and 
bread. After dinner, two savages proceeded to the vil- 
lage, to carry the glad tidings of our arrival. The whole 
atmosphere soon resounded from every quarter, with 
whoops, yells, shrieks and screams. St. Francis, from 
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the noise that came from it, might be supposed the centra 
of Pandemonium. Our masters were not backward; 
they made every response they possibly could. The 
whole time we were sailing from the French house, -the 
noise was direful to be heard* Two hours before sunset, 
we came to the landing, at the village. No sooner had we 
landed, than the yelling in the town was redoubled, a 
cloud^of savages, of all sizes and sexes, soon appeared 
running towards us ^ when they reached the boats, they 
formed themselves into a long parade, leaving a small 
space,through which we must pass. Each Indian then took 
his prisoner by his hand, and after ordering him to sing* 
the war song, began to march through the gauntlet. We 
expected a severe beating, before we got through, but 
were agreeably disappointed, when we found that each 
Indian only gave us a tap on the shoulder. We were led 
directly to the houses, each taking his prisoner to his own 
wigwam. When I entered my master's door, his brother 
saluted me with a large belt of wampum, and my mastcF 
presented me with another. Both were put over my 
shoulders, and crossed behind and before. My new 
home was n6t the most agreeable ; a large wigwam with- 
out a floor, with a fire in the centre, and only a few wa- 
ter vessels and dishes, to eat from, made of birch bark, 
and tools for cookery, made clumsily of wood, for furni- 
ture, will not be thought a pleasing residence to one ac- 
customed to civilized life* 

CHAP. V. 

Residerue at St. Francis. Sale of most of the prisoners t9 

the French^ and removal to Montreal. 

Night presently camie after our arrival at St. Francis. » 
Those who have felt the gloomy, homesick feelings, 
which saddf n those hours which a youth passes when 
first from a father's house, may judge of part of my suf- 
ferings ; but when the rest of my circumstances are ad- 
ded, their conception must fall infinitely short. I now 
found myself, with my infant, in a large wigwam, accom- 
panied with two or three warriors, and as many squaws, 
where Fmust spend the night, and perhaps a year. My 
fellow prisoners were dispersed over the town ; each one 
probably, feeling the same gloominess with myself. Has- 
ty puading presently was brought forward for supper. . 
A spacious bowl of wood, well filled, was placed in a 
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central spot, and each one drew near with a wooden 
spoon. As the Indians never use seats, nor have any in 
their wigwams, my awkwardness in taking my position, 
W9£ a matter^of no small amusement to my new compan- 
iops. The squaws first fall upon their knees, and then 
sit back upon their heels. This was a posture that I 
could not imitate. To sit in any other way was thought 
by thrm, indelicate and unpolite. But I advanced to my* 
pudding, with the best grace I could, not however, esca- 
piBg some of their funny remarks. When the hour for 
sleep came on, for it would be improper to call it bed 
time^ where beds were not, I was pointed to a platform, 
raised half a yard, where upon a board, covered with a 
blanket, I -was to pass the night. The Indians threw 
themselves down, in various parts of the building, in a 
manner (hat more resembled cows in a shed, than human 
beings, in a house. In the morning, our breakfast con- 
sisted of the relics of the last night ; my sister came to 
Si^e me in the forenoon, and we spent some hours, in ob- 
servations upon our situation, while washing some appar- 
el at ..a little brook. In the afternoon, I with my infant, 
was taken tq the grand parade, where we found a large 
collection of tha village inhabitants ; an aged chief step- 

{)ed forward, into an area, and after every noise was si- 
enced, and every one fixed irt profound attention, he 
began to harangue ; his manner was solemn — his mo- 
tions and expression gave me a perfect idea of an orator. 
Not a breath was heard, and every spectator seemed to 
reverence what he said. After the speech, my little son 
was brought to the opposite side of the parade, aod a 
number of blankets laid by his side. It now appeared 
that his master and mine intended an cxchfeinge of pris- 
oners. My master being a hunter, wished for my son, 
to attend him on his excursions. Each delivered his 
property with great formality ; my son and blankets, be- 
ing an equivalent for myself, child and wampum. I was 
taken to the house of my new master, and found myself 
allied to the first family ; my master, whose name was 
Gill, was son-in-law to the grand sachem, was accounted 
rich, had a store of goods, and lived in a style far above 
the majority of his tribe. He often told me that he had 
an English heart, but his wife was true Indian blood. 
Soon after my arrival at his house, the interpreter came 
to inform me that I was adopted into his family. I was 
then introduced to the family, and was told to call ♦^'*'^ 
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Wothers and sisters. I made a short reply, expressire ef 
gratitude, for being introduced to a house of high rank, 
and requested their patience while I should learn the cus- 
toms of the nation. This was scarce over, when the at- 
tention of the village was called to the grand parade, 
to attend a rejoicing occasioned by the arriv/1 of some 
warriors, who had brought some scalps. They were 
carried in triumph on a pole. Savage butchery, upon 
murdered countrymen! The sight was horrid. As I re- 
tired to my new residence, I could hear the savage yelk 
that accompanied the war dance. — I spent the nignt in 
sad reflection. 

My time now was solitary beyond description ; my 
new sisters and brothers treated me with the same atten- 

' tion that they did their natural kindred, but it was an un- 
natural situation to me. 1 was a novice at making canoes, 
bunks, and trumplines, which was the only occupation of 
the squaws ; of course, idleness was among my calamities. 
My fellow prisoners were as gloomy as myself ; ignorant 
whether they were to spend their days in this mactive 
village, to be carried into a war campaign, to slaughter 
their countrymen, or to be dragged to the cold lakes of 
the north, in a hunting voyage. We visited each other 
daily, and spent our time in conjecturing our future 
destiny. 

• The space of forty-two years having elapsed, since my 
residence in St. Francis, it is impossible to give to the 
reader a minute detail of events that occurred while there ; 
many of them are still forcibly impressed upon my memo- 

. ry, but dates and particulars are now inaccurately trea- 
sured up by faint recollection. Mr. Johnson tarried but 
a few days with me, before he was carried to Montreal, 
to be sola. My two daughters, sister and Labarree, were 
soon after carried to the same place, at different times. 
Farnsworth was carried by his master, on a hunting scout, 
but not proving so active in the chase and ambush as they 
wished, he was returned and sent to Montreal. 1 now 
found an increase to my trouble, with only my son and 
infant, in this strange land, without a prospect of relief, 
and with all my former trouble lying heavy upon me, 
disappointment and despair came well nigh being my ex- 
ecutioners. In this dilemma, who can imagine my dis- 
tress, when my little son came running to me one morning, 
swollen with tears, exclaiming, that the Indians were go- 
ing to carry him into the woods to hunt ; he bad scarcc- 

528 
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ly told the piteous story, before his rfiaster came, to puTE 
him away ; he threw his little arms around me, begging ia 
the agony of grief, that I would keep him. The inexora- 
ble savage unclenched his hands, and forced him away ; 
the last words I heard,^ intermingled with his cries, were^ 
Ma'am I shall never see you again. The keenness of my 
pangs almost obliged me to wish that I had nevfer been a 
mother. Farewel, Sylvanus, said I, God will preserve 
you. • 

It was now the 15th of October.— Forty-five days had 
passed since my captivity, and no prospect but what waff- 
darkened, with clouds of misfortune. The Uneasiness oc- 
casioned by indolence, was in some measure relieved, by 
the privilege of making shirts for my brother. At night 
and morn 1 was allowed to milk the cows. The rest oF 
the time I strolled gloomily about, looking sometimes into 
an unsociable wigwam, at others sauntering into the bush- 
es, and walking on the banks of brooks. Once I went td 
a French house, three miles distant^ to visit some friendsr 
©f my brother's family, where I was entertained politely a 
week : at another time,I went with a party to fish,accom- 
panied by a number of squaws.* My weakness obliged 
me to rest often, which gave my companions a poor opin- 
ion of me ; but they shewed no other resentment, thaa 
calling me "*no good squaw," which was the only re- 
proach my sister ever gave, when I displeased her. AlF 
the French inhabitants I formed an acquaintance with, 
treated me with that civility which distinguishes the nation ;: ' 
once in particular, being almost distracted with an aching 
tooth, I was carried to a French physician, across the riv- 
er, for relief. They prevailed on the Indians, to let me vis- 
it them a day or twa, during which timcj their marked at- 
tention and generosity claims my warmest gratitude. At 
parting, they expressed their earnest wishes to have me 
visit them again. 

St. Francis contained about thirty wigwams, which 
were thrown disorderly into a clump. There was a 
church, in which mass was held every night and morning,, 
and every Sunday the hearers were summoned by a bell ; 
and attendance was pretty general. Ceremonies were 
performed by a^ French friar, who lived in the midst of • 
them, for the salvation of their souls. He appeared to- 
be in that place, what the legislative branch is in civil gov- 
ernments, and the grand sachem the executive. The in- 
fiahitants lived ia perfect harmony, holding most o£ theijr 
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jpfToperty in eommoa*^ They were prone to indolence, 
when at home, and not remarkable for neatness. They 
were extremely modest, and apparently averse to airs of 
courtship. Necessity was the only thing th^t called them 
to action ; this induced them to plant their corn, and to 
Vndergo the fatigues of hunting. Perhaps I am wrong to 
call necessity the only motive ; revenge which prompts 
them to war, has great power. I had a numerous retinue 
of relations, whom I visited daily ; but jny brother's house, 
being one of the most decent in the village, I fared full as 
well at home. Among my connexions was a little brother 
Sabatis, who brought the cows for me, and took partic* 
ular notice of my child. He was a sprightly little fel- 
low, and often amused me with feats performed with his 
bow and arrow. 

In the early part of November. Mr. Johnson wrote from 
Montreal, requesting me to prevail on the Indians to car- 
ry me to Montreal, for sale, as he had made provision for 
that purpose. I disclosed the matter, which was agreed 
to by my brother and sister, and on the seventh we set 
45ail in a little bark canoe. While crossing Lake St. Pe- 
<ers, we came nigh landing on the shores of eternity. The 
waves were raided to an enormous height by the wind, 
^nd often broke over the canoe. My brother and sister 
were pale as ghosts, and we all expected immediate de« 
^^truction ; but the arm of salvation was extended for our 
relief, and we reached the shore. We were four days iQ 
this voyage, and received obliging civilities every night, 
at French settlements ; on the eleventh, we arrived at 
Montreal, where 1 had the supreme satisfaction of meet- 
ing my husband, children, and friends. Here I had the 
happiness to find, that all my fellow prisonesrs had been 
purchased, by gentlemen of respectability, by whom they 
were treated with great humanity. Mr. Du Quesn^ 
bought my sister, my eldest daughter was owned by three 
affluent old maids, by the name of Jaiffon, and the other 
was owned by the mayor of the city. 

Mr. Johnson had obtained the privilege of two months' 
absence on parole, for the purpose of going to New-Eng- 
land, to procure cash for the redemption of his family; he 
sat out on his journey the day after my arrival at Montre- 
al. Mr. Du Quesne engaged to supply his family with 
secessaries, during his absence, and was to be recompen- 
sed at his return. Directly after his departure, I found 
myself doomed tp fresh trouble. The Indians brought 



tl« CAPnViTY OP BfRS. JOHNSOlt 

me here for the purpose of exchanging me for some Mica* 
naw savages, a tribe with whom they were at war ; but 
being disappointed in this, they were exorbitant in their 
demands, and refused to take less than a thousand livres 
for me and my child. Mr. Du Quesne fixed his offer at 
seven hundred, which was utterly refused by my savage 
masters. Their next step was to threaten to carry me 
back to St. Francis. After half a day's surly deliberation, 
they concluded to take the offered sum* I was received 
into Mr. Du Quesne^s family. My joy at being delivered 
from savage captivity was unbounded. From this period, 
Indians and sufferings were no more to torture me, or my 
family, except the unfortunate Sylvanus. The fond idea 
of liberty, held forth its dazzling pleasures, and the ignor* 
ance of future calamities, precluded every cloud, that 
could obscure its effulgence. On Mr. Johnson's journey 
to New-England I rested all my hope, and felt full confi- 
dence in being relieved at his return. 

Injustice to the Indians, I ought to remark, that they 
never treated me with cruelty to a wanton degree ; few 
people have survived a situation like mine, and few have 
fallen into the hands of savages disposed to more lenity 
and patience. Modesty has ever been a characteristic of 
every savage tribe ; a truth which my whole family will 
join to corroborate, to the extent of their knowledge. As 
they are aptly called the children of nature, those who 
have profited by refinement and education, ought to abate 
part of the prejudice, which prompts them to look with 
an eye of censure*on this untutored race. Can it be said 
of civilized conquerors, that they, in the main, are willing 
to share with their prisoners, the last ration of food, when 
famine stares them in the face ?^ Do they ever adopt an 
enemy, and salute him by the tender name of brother? 
And I am justified, in doubting, whether if I had fallen 
into the hands of French soldiery, so much' assiduity 
would have been shewn, to preserve my life. 

CHAP. VI. 

Mr. Johnson^s Tour to Boston^^and Portsmouth^ and tht 
Catastrophe at his return* Arrival at the Prison in Que- 
bec. 

The reader will leave me and my family, under the. 
care of our factor, a short time, and proceed with Mr* 
Johnson. On the 1 2th of November, he sat out for Alba- 
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uy, accompanied by two Indians for pilots, for whose 
fidelity the commander in chief was responsible. — They 
were to tarry at Albany till his return. In a short time 
I had a letter from Col. Lydius, informing me that he had 
safely arrived at Albany, and had gone to Boston. His 
first step was to apply to Governor Shirley, for money 
to redeem his family^ and the English prisoners. Shir- 
ley laid his matter before the General Assembly, and 
they granted the sum of ten pounds, to defray his expen- 
ses. He got no further assistance in Massachusetts, and 
was advised to apply to the government of New-Hamp- 
shire. Gov. Wentworth laid the matter before the gen- 
eral Assembly of that state and the sum of 150/ sterhng, 
was granted for the purpose of redemption of prisoners. 
The committee of the General Court of New-Hampshire 
gave liim the following directions. 

Portsmouthy .AT. H. Jan. 25, 1 755, 
Mr. James Johnson — Sir, 

Agreeable to yoiir letter to the Secretary, of the 16tl^ 
instant, you have enclosed a letter to Col. Cornelius Cuy- 
ler, Esq. in which you will observe we have given you 
credit, for letters on his acquaintance in Canada, to fur- 
nis*h you with credit, to the amount of 1 50 pounds ster* 
ling. We therefore advise you to proceed to Albany, 
and on your arrival there, deliver the said letter to Col. 
Cuyler, and take from him such credit as he shall give 
you, on some able person or persons in Canada, and when 
you are thus furnished, you will then proceed to Canada, 
and there negociate, in the best and most frugal manner 
you can, the purchasing such, and so many captives, as 
you may hear of, that have been taken from any part of 
this province, taking care that the aforesaid sum, agreea- 
ble to the grant of the Generial Assembly here, be distri- 
buted to and for the^purchasing all the said captives, that 
are to be come at, in the most equal and exact manner, 
that nonemay be left there for want of their quota of said 
money. The captives' names, and places from whence 
taken, that we have information of, you have herewith a 
list of, for your direction. You are to keep an exact ac- 
count of the distribution of this money, in order to your 
future discharge. 

If Col. Cuyler should not be living, or refuse you his 
good offices in this affair, you are then to apply to the , 
Hon. Saunders, Esq. Mayor of the city of Albany, 
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do in this matter, in which his Majesty's service is s# 
much concerned. 

Your friend and servant, 

W. SHIRLEY. 

Mr. James Johnson. 

On the receipt of this letter, he returned with a heavj 
heart to Boston, and was positively ordered by Shirley, 
to st?ty till further orders. His situation now was really 
deplorable. His parole, which was only for two months, 
must be violated ; his credit in Canada lost : his family 
exposed to the malice of exasperated Frenchmen, and all 
his good prospects at an end. After using every exer- 
tion in Bostpn, for leave to recommence his journey, and 
spending the rest of the winter, and all the spring, he 
found his efforts were in vain. . During this time, my situ- 
ation grew daily distressing. Mr. Du Quesne made hon- 
orable provision for mysell, sister and child, till the expi- 
ration of my husband's parole ; the two Indians were 
then sent to Albany, to pilot him back ; after waiting 
some time, and learning nothing about him, they returned. 
Previous to this I had been treated with great attention 
and civility ; dined frequently in the first families, receiv- 
ed cards to attend them on parties of pleasure, and was 
introduced to a large and respectable acquaintance. As 
an unfortunate woman, I received those general tokens of 
generosity which flow from a humane people. Among 
the presents which I received was one of no small magni- 
tude, from Captains Stowbrow and Vambram, two gen- 
tlemen who were delivered by Maj. Washington,as hosta- 
ges,w hen he,with the Virginia troops, surrendered to the 
French and Indians. In compliance with their billet, I 
waited on them one morning, and at parting received a 
present of 148 livres. Mr. St. Auge, a French gentle- 
man of fortune and distinction, beside frequent proofs ' of 
his goodness, gave me at one time 48 livres. In his fam- 
ily I formed an intimate acquaintance with a young Eng- 
lish lady who was captured by the Indians in the Prov- 
ince of Maine, and sold to him: she was used with pa- 
rental tenderness, and shared the privileges of his child- 
ren ; she, with his daughter, frequently came in their 
morning carriage, to ride with my sister and me. Grati- 
tude to my numerous benefactors, pleads loudly in favor 
of inserting all their names, and particularizing every 
act of generosity. If I omit it, it must not be imagined 
that I have forgotten their charity ; it has left an impre&- 
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«ion Qa my heart, that can onlj be ef a^ ipri^h my exists 
enc(»» 

I xamt not oqait a circumstance which topk place be- 
tween the lady of the Mayor of the city and myself. 
She bad purchased my daughter Polly of the Indians^ 
with the apparent expectation of keeping her for life; 
ahe had put ner out to nurse, and when I visited her, her 
cries to go with me were troublesome ; of course 1 wa^ 
forbid seeing her. ^his was tpo severe — I applied to 
th^ interpretef to conduct me to this woman, and be wenf 
with me to her house; she received me with the greatest 
haughtiness, and gave me to understand that the chil4 
was her's, and she would prevent my being further troubr 
Jed with it. I replied to her in the feeling language of ^, 
pother, but it had no effect at that time. A day pr two 
afterwards, the interpreter brought word from the womai^ 
that I had softened her heart, and might have my child* 
I received it with considerable good clothing, and the wo- 
man asked nothing for all her trouble. 

Yfhflp in Mr. Du Quesne^s family, my little daughtf^r 
was very unwell, ai^d the superstitious people were con^ 
Vinced that she would either die, or be carried off by the 
Pevil, unless baptised. I yielded to their wishes, atif^ 
they prepared for the ceremony, with all the appendages 
^nnei^ed to their religion. Mr. Du Quesne was godfa- 
ther, and the young English lady godmother ; by Mrs. 
Du Qi^esne^s particular reauest, she was christened Lou« 
ise, after herself — ^to whicn 1 added the name of Captive. 

The return of the Indians, without Mr. Jphnson, boded 
no good to QIC. I observed with pain, the gradual change 
in my friends, from coldness to neglect, and from negli^Gt 
to contempt. Mr. Du Quesne, who had the most delicate 
sense of honor, supposed that he had designedly broken 
)iis parole, and abused his confidence; he refused to 
grant me further assistance, or even to see my face. I 
now found myself friendless and s]fixie ; not a word had I 
heard from Mr. Johnson, not a word had I heard froqi 
my little son, with the Indians. Affliction lowered upon 
me, with all its horrors ; in this dilemma, my sister ^nd I 
agreed to take a small room, and support ourselves, tijl 
our little store of cash w^s expended, and then have r^- 
.course to our needles. i 

In the beginning of April, the Indians viadc a second 
tour to Albany, in quest of Mr. Johnson, and a^ain r^* 
tuTfied withput hii^. I wrote to Col. Ly dius for jnfqf^f • 
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tion, but he could tell nothing. Darkness increased ; B«r 
I summoned alt my resolution, and indulged the fond hope 
of b^ing isoon reliered. We kept our little room till June,, 
when I had the happiness to hear that my husband wa» 
without the city, waiting for permission 1» come in» He 
was conducted in by a file of men ^ his presence banish- 
ed care and trouble, and turned the tear of sorrow to the 
effusion of joy ; after the joy of meeting had subsided, he 
related his sad fate in New-England. He finally got per- 
mission from Gov. Wentworth to come prirately, by thte 
wayof Albany, where he took his bills, drawn by Mr. 
Ciiyler, on Mr. St. Luc Lucorne, and Mr. Rine Da 
Quesne. The face of affairs in Canada had materially 
changed; during his absence a new Governor had been 
sent over, and various manoeuvres in politics had taken-" 
place,which were very injurious to him. Had the old Gov- 
ernor tarried,his absence would probably have been cxcus* 
ed. But Mons. Vaudrieul was ignorant of the conditions on- 
which he went home,and could not admit apologies,for the* 
breach of his parole. Our disappointment and mortifi- 
cation were severe, when we found our Bills protested. 
This reduced us at once to a beggarly state. The evil 
was partially remedied by St. Luc Lucorne's lending «s 
paper money, while we could send some Indians to Mr*. 
Cuyler for silver. Mr. Johnson received orders to setde 
his affairs, with all possible dispatch. 
■ Spirited preparations were now making for war. Gen- 
eral Dieskau arrived from France with an army, arid' 
Montreal was a scene of busy confusion. We were com- 
pleting our settlements, with our papery expecting tQ- 
liave full permission to go home, when the Indians return- 
ed. But the measure of our misery wa> not yet full. In 
the beginning of July, Mr. Johnson was put into jail. Ter- 
rible to me was this unexpected stroke ; without money, 
credit or friends, I must now roam the streets, without a 
prospect of relief from the cloud of misfortune that hunff 
, over me. In a few days, the faithful Indians, who had 
been sent to Mr. Cuyler for the silver, returned, with 
438 dollars, with an order on St. Luc Lucorne, for 700 ad- 
ditional livres; but he took the whole into possession, and 
#e never after received a penny from him. 

Half distracted, and almost exhausted with despair and 
grief, I went to the Gove^or, to paint our distress and ask 
relief. I found him of easy access, and he heard my Fa- 
mentable story with seeming emotion ; his only promJfee 
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was to take care.of us, and at parting he gave, me a crow^n, 
to buy milk for my babes. Ignorant of our destiny^ my 
sister and I kept our little room, and were fortunate • 
enough to get subsistence from day today — Often going to 
the gloomy prison, to sec my poor husband, whose misfor- 
tunes in Boston had brought him to this wretchedness. 

Our own misfortunes had taught us how to feel . for the 
sufferings of othersg and large demands were now made 
on our sympathetic powers. Just as we were plunged 
into this new distress, a scout of savages brought a num- 
ber of prisoners into Montreal,^ which were our old friends 
and acquaintance.* Our meeting was a scene of sorrow 
and melancholy pleasure. 

All were now flocking to the standard of war. The 
Indians came from all quarters, thirsting for English 
blood, and receivfng instructions from the French. A 
number of tribes, with all their horrid weapons of war, 
paraded, one morning, before the General's house, and 
held the war dance, and filled the air with infernal yells, 
aft^r which, in a formal manner, they took the hatchet 
against the Engfish, and marched for the field of battle. 
Alas ! my poor countrymen, thought I, how many of you 
are to derive misery from these monsters. 

On the 22d of July, Mr. Johnson was talien from the 
jail, and with myself and our two youngest children, 
were ordered on board a vessel for Quebec. To leave 
our friends at Montreal, was a distressing affair ; my sis- 
ter's ransom had been paid, but she could not go with us. 
She went into the family of the Lieut. Governor where 
she supported herself, with her needle. My eldest daugh- 
ter was still with the three old maids, who treated her 
tenderly. Labarree and Farnsworth had paid the full 
price of their redemption, but were not allowed to go 

* Two children from-Mr. H. Grout's family, ^nd two childrim 
-belong^Dgf to Mrs. How:, iUe fair captiTe, celebrated in Col. Hum- 
phrey's life of Putnam. Their names were Polly and Submit Phips. 
Mr A. How was then a prisooer at St. John's with six other chilt'ren, 
and one Garfield. They were all taken at Hinsdale.— Mrs. How^s 
daughters were purchased hy Mods. Vaudrieul, the Governor, and 
liad every attention paid their education. Afier a year's residence 
In Montreal, they were sent to the ^rand nunneryin Quebec,wbere 
my sister and I made them a visit 4 they were beautiful gpir^s, cheer- 
ful and well taug^bt. We here foundlwo aged £ng>lish ladies, who 
bad been taken in former wars. One by the name of Wlieelright 
who had a brother in Boston, on whom she requested me to call, if 
«ver I went to that place ; I complied with bar request afterwards, 
and received nany civilities from her brother. 
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bone. Not a word had we lieaffdyet from poor S/Ivaii ns. 
We parted in tears, ignoiBDt of our destinatiot^lbfiit little 
thinkiog that we were to embark for a place of wretched- 
ness and woe. After two days good suling, we arriycd 
at Quebec, and Were all conducted directly to jail. 

CHAP. VII. 

Six monfhi residence in the Crtminal /off, and renuwal to 

the Civil Prvwt. 

We now, to our indescribable pain, found the fallacy 
of Mr. Governor's promises, for our welfare. This jail 
was a plaQe too shocking for description. In one corner 
sat a poor bcin^, half dead with the small pox ; in anoth- 
er were some lousy blankets and straw ; in the centre 
stood a few dirty dishes, and the whole presented a scene 
miserable to view. The terrors of starvation, and the 
fear of suffocating in filth, were overpowered by the more 
alarming evil of the small pox, which none of us had had. 
But there was no retreat, resignation was our only re- 
source ; the first fortnight we waited anxiously for the at- 
tack of the disease, in which time we were supported by 
a stfiall piece of meat a day, whioh was stewed with some 
rusty crusts of bread, and brought to us in a pail that 
swine would run from. The straw and lousy blankets 
were our only lodging, and the rest of our furniture con- 
sisted of some wooden blocks for seats. On the fifteenth 
day 1 was taken with the small pox, and removed to the 
hospital ; leaving my husband and two children in the 
horrid prison. In two days Mr. Johnson put my young- 
est child, Caplive, out to nurse. The woman kept the 
child but a few days before she returned it, owing to a 
mistrust that she should not get her pay. But should ft 
remain in prison, certain death must be its portion. Her 
father was reduced to the sad necessity of requesting her 
to carry it to the Lord Intendant, and tell htm that he 
^ust either allow her a compensation for "keeping it, or it 
must be left at his door. The good w6man dressed rt 
decently, and obeyed her orders. Mr. Inte^idant smiled 
at her story, and took the child in his ar^ns, saying, it 
was a pretty little English devil, it was a pity it should 
die ; he ordered his clerk to draw an order for its allow- 
ance, and she took good care of it till the last of October, 
except a few days while it had the small pox. 
A few days after I left the prison, Mr. Johnson^and my 
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oChet daughter were taken with sjBqptoms afid c&BHeto 
the hospital to me. It is a singular iivstance of Divine 
^interposition, that we all recovered from this malignant 
disease. We were remanded to prison) but were not 
compelled to our former rigid confinement* Mr* Johnson 
was allowed, at certain' times^ to go about the citj, in 
quest of provisions, but on the 30th of October, St* Luc 
Lucorne arrived from Montreal, with the news of Dies* 
kau's defeat; he had ever since mj husband's misfortune, 
about his parole, been his persecuting enemy* By his in* 
stigation w^ were all put directly into close prison. 

The ravages of. the small pox reduced us to the last 
extremity, and the foetid prison, without fire or fcod, 
added bitterness to our distress* Mr* Johnson preferred 
a petition to the Lord Intendant, stating our . melancholy 
situation* I had the liberty of« presenting it myself, and 
by the assistance of Mr. rerthieur, the interpreter, in 
whom we ever found a compassionate friend, we got 
some small relief. — ^About the first of November, I wag 
taken violently ill of a fever, and was carried to the hos* 
toital, with my daughter Captive* After a month's resi* 
dence there, with tolerable good attendance, I recovered 
from my illness, and went back to my husband. While 
at the hospital, I found an opportunity to convey the un* 
welcome tidings of our deplorable situation to my sister^ 
at Montreal, charging her to give my best love to my 
daughter Susanna, and to inform our fellow prisoner^^ 
Labarree and Farnsworth, that our good wishes awaited 
them* Not a word had we yet heard from poor Sylva- 
nus* / 

Winter now began to approach, and the severe frosts of 
Canada operated keen^ upon our feelings. Our prison 
was a horrid defence from the blasts of December $ with 
two chairs and a heap of straw, and two lousy blankets, 
we may well be supposed to live uncornfortably ; but in 
addition to this, we bad but one poor fire a day, and the 
iron grates gave free access to the chills of the inclem- 
ent SKv. A quart bason was the only thing allowed us 
io cook our small piece of meat and dirty crusts in» and 
it must serve at the same time for table furniture. In this 
sad plight — a prisoner — in jail — winter approaching-^ 
conceive, reader, for I. cannot speak, our distress. 

Our former benevolent friends, Captains Stowbrow 
andVambram, had the peculiar, misfortune, to be cast in- 
to a jprisoB opposite to us. Suspicion of having corres- 
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ponded inth their countiymeD, was the crime with whic^ 
they were charged. Their misfortune did not preclude 
the exertion of generosity ; they frequently sent us, by 
the waiting maid, bottles of wine, and articles of provis- 
ion. But the malice of Frenchmen had now arrived to 
sack a pitch, against all our country, that we must he de- 
prived of these comforts. These good men were for- 
bidden their offices of kindness, and our intercourse was 
entirely prohibited. We however found means, by a 
stratagem, to efiect in some measure, what could not be 
done by open dealing. When the servants were carry- 
ing in our daily supplies, we slipped into the entry, and 
deposited our letters in an ash box, which were taken by 
our friends, they leaving one at the same time for us; 
this served in some measure, to amuse a dull hour — 
sometimes we diverted oufselves by the use of Spanish 
cards ; as Mr. Johnson was ignorant of the game, 1 de- 
rived no inconsiderable pleasure from instructing him. 
But the virilance of our keepers increased, and our pa- 
per and ink were withheld. — ^We had now been prison- 
ers seventeen months, and our prospects were changing 
from bad to worse; •five months had elapsed since our 
confinement in this horrid receptacle, except the time we 
lingered in the hospital. Our jailer was a true descen- 
dant from Pharaoh ; but, urged by impatience and des- 
pair,! softened him so much as to get him to ask Mr. Per- 
thieurtocall on us. When' the good m&n came, we des- 
cribed our situation in all the moving terms which our 
feelings inspired, which in addition to what he saw, con- 
vinced him of the reality of our distress. He proposed 
asking an influential friend of his to call on us, who, 
perhaps would devise some mode for our relief. The 
next day the gentleman came to see us ; he was one of 
those good souls who ever feel for others woes. He was 
highly affronted wilh his countrymen for reducing us to 
such distress, and declared that the Lord Intendant him- 
self should call on us, and see the extremities to which 
he had reduced us ; he sent from his own house, that 
night, a kettle, some candles, and each of us a change ojF 
linen. 

The next day, January 8th, 1 766, Mn Intendant came 
to see us ; he exculpated himself by sayinjs: that we wt^re 
put there by the special order of Mons. Vaudrieul, the 
Governor in chief, and that he had no authority to- re- 
lease us. But he would convey a letter from Mr. John- 
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ion to Monsieur, which might have the desiri&d effect. 
The letter^was accordingly written, stating our troubles, 
and beseeching relief; likewise, praying that- Qur so» 
might 'begot from the ladians and sent to us, with our 
daughter and sister from MontreaL— The Giorernor re- 
tiirned the following obliging letter. 

Translaiianm 

Lhaverecieved, Sir, your letter^ and am much con- 
cerned for the situation you are in. I write to Mr. Lon- 
gieul, to put you and your wife in the civil jail. . Mr. L. 
Intendant will be so good as to take some notice of the 
things you stand in need of^ and to help you. As to yoiMr 
boy, who is in the hands of the Indians, I will do aU 
that is ill my power to get him, but* I do not hope to have 
a good success in it ; your child in town, and youe sister- 
in-law are Vrell. If it is some opportunity of doing you 
some pleasure, I will make use of it, unless some reason 
might happen that hinder and stop the effects^ot taiy.good 
will. If you had not beford given some cause of being 
suspected, you should be at liberty. I am. Sir,, your 
most humble servant^ 

VAUDRIEUL. 

From the receipt of this letter we dated oup escape from 
dirdlul bondage. Mr. Intendant ordered us directly to 
the new jail, called the civil prison, where our accom- 
modations were infinitely better^ We had a decent bed, 
candles, fuel, and all the conveniences belonging to pris- 
oners of war. Mr. Johnson was allowed fifteen pence 
•per day, on account of a Lieutenant's commission which 
he held under George the second, and I was permitted to 
go once a week into the city to purcfiase necessaries ; 
and a washerwoman was provided for my use. ' We 
were not confined to the narrow limits of a single room, 
but were restrained ofily by the bounds of the jail yard. 
Our situation formed such a contrast with what we en- 
dured in the gloomy criminal jail, that we imagined our- 
selves the favorites of fortune, and in high Kie. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Residence in the civil jail^ and occurrences till the tzcenlieth 

of July^ 1 757. 

To be indolent firom necessity, has ever been deemed 
; a formidable evil. No better witnesses than ourselves 
can lestify the truth of the remark,, although our lodg- 
ings were now such as we envied a month before ; yet to 
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•be compelled to continual idleness, was grievoub to b« 
•borne. We derived some amusement from the cuItiYa- 
tion of a «mall gardefi, within the jail yard ; but a con- 
tinued sameness of friends and action, rendered ourtimft 
^^tremely wearisome* 

About a month after our arriyal at this new abode; 
one Captain Milton, with bis crew, who, with their ves- 
flel, were taken at sea, were brought prisoners of war to 
-the same place. Milton was lodged in our apartment $ 
•he had all the rude boiiiterous airs of a seamen, without 
the least trait of a gentleman, which rendered him a 
very troublesome companion. His impudence was coib 
«ummate, but that was not the greatest evil; while some 
new recruits were parading before the prison, one day, 
Milton addressed them in very improper language from 
our window,wbich was noticed directly by the city author- 
ity, whoisupposingit to be Mr* Johnson, ordered l^im in* 
to the dungeon. Deeply affieoted by this new trouble, 
i again called on my friend Mr. Perthieur, who, after 
having ascertained the facts, got him released. Mr. Mi^ 
ton was then put into other quarters^ 

A new jailer, who had an agreeable lady for his wife, 
mow made our situation still more happy. My little 
daughters played with hers, and learned the French Ian* 
guage. But my children were some trouble. — The el- 
dest, PoUy, could slip out into the street under the gate, 
and often came nigh being lost : I applied to the oenti- 
nel, and he kept her within proper bounds. 

Capt. McNeil and his brother from Boston, wei^ 
brought to us as prisoners ; they informed, us of the 
state of politics in our own country, and told us some in* 
teresting news about some of our friends at home* 

In the morning of the 13th of August, our iailer, with 
noon-«eyes, came to congratulate us on the taking of Os- 
wego by the French. We entered little into his spirit of 
joy, preferring much to hear good news from the other 
side. We were soon visited by some of the prisoners, 
who had surrendered. Col. Schuyler was in the num- 
ber, who, with the gentlemen in his suit, made us a gen- 
erous present. 

The remainder of the summer and fall, of 1756, pas- 
sed otf without any sensible variation. We frequently 
heard from Montreal ; my sister was very ' well situated, 
in the family of the Lieut. Governor, and my eldest 
daughter Was caressed by her three mothers. CoiftUll 
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have heard from my son, half my troable would have 
«nded« 

In December 1 was delivered of a son, which lived but 
a fewhours^ and was buried under the Cathedral Church, 

In the winter I received a letter froub my sister, cort- 
tatning the sad tidings of my father's death, who was kit* 
led by the Indians on his own farm, the preceding June, 
at the age of 53, Savage vengeance fell heavily upon 
our family ; I had a brother wounded at the same time, 
who ran to the fort with the spear sticking in his thigh. 
Too much grief reduced me ta a weak condition. I was 
taken sick, and carried to the hospital, where, after a 
roimtli's lingering illness, I found myself able to return. 

The commencement of the year 1 757 passed off with* 
out a prospect of liberty. Part of our fellow prisoners 
were sent to France, but We made no voyage out of the 
jail yard. About the first of May, wc petitioned Mon«. 
• Vaiidriel to permit our sister to come to us. Our praye!p 
was granted, atid in May we hfeid the pleasure of seeing 
her, after an absence of two years. She had supported 
herself by her needle, in the family .of the Lieut. Govern- 
or, where she was treated extremely well, and received 
a present of four crowns, at parting. 

Impatient of conffinemeiit, we now made another a^ 
tempt to gain omr liberty. Mr. Perthieur conducted us 
to the house of the Lord Intendant, to whom we petition^ 
ed in pressing terms ; stating, that we had now been pris- 
oners almost three years, and had suffered every thing 
but death ; and that would be our speedy portion, unless 
we had relief. His lordship listened with seeming pity, 
and promised to lay our case before the head man at 
Montreal, and give us an answer, in seven days ; at the 
eirpiration of mich time, we had a permit to leave the 
prison. It is not easy to describe the effect of such news ; 
those only,'Who have felt the horrors of confinement, can 
figure to themselves the happiness we enjoyed, when 
breathing, once more, the air of liberty. We took lodg- 
ings in town, where we tarried till the first of June ; when 
a cartel ship arrived to carry prisoners to England for 
an exchange. Mr. Johnson wrote an urgent letter to 
Mons. Vatidrieul, praying that his family might be inclu* 
ded with those who were ta take passage. Monsieur 
wrote a very encouraginfi; letter back; promistng that he 
and his faimly should sail, atid that his daughter, Susan? 
4ia, should be sent to htm~he concluded by congratula' 
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ting him on his good prospects, and ordering the/jover- 
Bor of Quebec to afford us hts assistance. This letter 
was dated June the 37th. 

This tide of good fortune .ahnost wiped away the re* 
membrance of three years adversity* We began our 
preparations for embarkation with alacrity. . Mr. John- 
son wrote St. Luc Lucome, for the seven hundred livres, 
due on Mr. Cuyler^s order, but his request was, and still 
is, unsatisfied. This was a period big with every thing 
propitious and happy. The idea of leaving a country 
where I had suffered the keenest distress, dxuring two 
months and a half with the savages — ^been bowed down 
by every mortification and insult, which coiild arise firom 
tne misfortunes of my husband, in New-England; Bud 
where I had spent two. years in sickness and despair, in 
a prison too shocking to mention, contributed to fill the 
moment with all the happiness, which the benevolent 
reader will conceive my due*, after sufferings so intense ; 
to consummate the whole my daughter was to be returned 
to my arms, who had been absent more than two years. 
There was a good prospect of our son's being release 
from the Indians ; the whole formed such a lucky com- 
bination of fortunate events, that the danger of twice 
crossing the ocean to gain our native shore, vanished in 
a moment. My family were all in the same joyful mood, 
and hailed the happy day when we sh(Kild sail for Eng- 
land. 

But little did we think that this sunshine of prosperity 
was so soon to be darkened by the heaviest clouds of 
misfortune. Three days before the appointed ho«r fcM* 
sailing, the ship came down from Montreal, without my 
daughter ; in a few moments, -I met Mr. Perthienr, whe 
told me that counter orders had come^ and Mr. Johnson 
must be retained a prisoner ; only my two little daugh- 
ters, sister and myself could go. This was calamity m- 
deed ; to attempt such a long, wearisome voyage, without 
money and without acquaintance, and to leave a husband 
and two children in the hands of enemies, was too abhor- 
rent for reflection. But it was an affair of importance^ 
and required weighty consideration; accordingly the next 
day a solemn council of all the prisoners in the city was 
held at the coffee-house. — Col. Schuyler was president, 
and after numerous arguments for and against were heard, 
it was voted, by a large majority, that I should go. — ^I, 
with hesitation, gave my consent*. Some, perhaps, will 
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cetisure the measure as rash, and others.may applaud my 
courage ; but I had so long been accustomed to danger 
and distress, in the most menacing forms they could as- 
sume, that I was now almost insensible to their threats ; 
and this act was not a little biassed by desperation. Life 
could no longer retain its value, if lingered out in the in- 
imical regions of Canada. In Europe I should, at least, 
find friends, if not acquaintance ; and among the numer- 
ous vessels bound to America I might chance to get a pas- 
sage. But then, to leave a tender husband, who haa so 
long, at the hazard of his life, preserved my own ; to 

{>art, perhaps forever, from two children, put all my reso- 
ution to the test, and shook my boasted nrmne ss. 

Col. Schuyler, whom we ever found to be our benevo- 
lent friend, promiised to use his influence for Mr. John- 
son^s release, and for the redemption of our children. 

On the 20th of July, we went on board the vessel, ac- 
companied by Mr. Johnson, who went with us to take 
leave. We were introduced to the Captain, who was a 
gentleman, and a person of great civility ; he shewed us 
the best cabin, wnich was to be the place of our resi- 
dence, and after promising my husband that the voyage 
should be made as agreeable to me as possible, he gave 
orders for weighing anchor. The time was now come 
that we must part — Mr. Johnson took me by the hand— • 
our tears imposed silence— I saw him step into the barge ; 
but my two little 'children, sister and' myself were bound 
for Europe. 

We fell down the river St. Lawrence but a small dis- 
tance that night. The next morning, the Captain, with 
a cheerful countenance, came to our cabin, and invited 
us to rise and take our leave of Quebec ; none but my- 
self complied, and I eazed, £ls long as sight would permit, 
at the place where I had left my dearest friend. 

While in the custody of the Canadians, a number of 
eircumstances occurred, with which my memory is not 
strongly impressed : but a dream which I had while in 
the civil jail, will never be forgotten. Methoueht that I 
had two rin0s on one finger, the one a plain and the oth- 
er a diamond mournine rine : the plain ring broke and 
fell from my finger, while the other remained. My fam- 
ily was now brokei and I left to mourn. 
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CHAP. IX. 

I^oye^t to Plynuyath. — Occurrences.-^SaiHng from Ply* 
nwaih to Portsmouth ;fr(yni thence hy the way of Cork to 
New'York* 

All my fears and afliction did nQt prevent my feeling. 
»oine little joy at.being released from the jurisdiction of 
Erehchmen. I could pardon the Indians/ for their vin-* 
dictive spirit, because they had no claim to the benefits 
of civilization. But the 'French, who give lessons of po** 
liteness to the rest, of the worlds can derive no advan-* 
tageifrom the plea of ignoranice. The blind superstition 
tvhich is. inculcated by. their. monks andiriars, doubtless 
sUfles, in some measure, the exertion of pity towards their 
enemies; and the common herd, which mcludes almost 
seven eighths of their number, have no advantages from 
education. To these sources I attribute most of my suf- 
ferings. But I found some benevolent friends, w^oae 
generosity I shall ever. recollect with the warmest gratis 
tude* 

The eomtnencement of the voyage had every .&vora- 
ble presage ; the weather was fiae, the sailors cheeirlu!, 
and the ship in gpod trim. My accommodations in the 
Captain's family were very.Gomaiodioiis; a.bo^.wasial- 
lowed me, for mv particular, use. We sailed with, excel- 
lent fortune till'thel^th of August,, when we hove in sight 
bf old Plymouth, and.at 4 o^clQck:in.libe afternoon drop" 
ped anchor. 

The next day all but myself and family were talcen 
from the vessel ; we felt great anxiety at being left, and 
began to* fear that fbrtjUne was not wilting Xo smile on us^ 
even on: these shores ; we^waited ia despair, thirty orcfor- 
\y hours, and found no relief* The captain observing our 
despondency, began his airs of gaiety to cheer .us ; he as- 
sured us that we should not suffer— that if the Eogli&h 
would not receive us, Jbe w«uld take us to, France and 
make us happy. But at last an dfficer came on boards 
to see if the vessel was prepared &r the xeqeptifin-^f 
French prisoners. We related to.bim our situation ; the 
Conducted us on shore, and applied to the Admiral for di*^ 
rections— who ordered us lodgings and the King?s allow-* 
ahce of two shillings sterling per day, for our sup^rt* 
Fortunately we were lodged in a house where resided 
Captain John Tufton Mason, whose name will be famil- 
iar to the inhabitants of NeW-Hatnpshire, on account of 
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hi» paieqt. He very kjndly iDterested hmsfdd in our fa- 
vor, and wrote to Messr$f Thomlioson and AptJiorp, a* 
f;ents at London for Jfce Province of New-Hamphire, so- 
iciting their assistance in my behalf. We tarried at Ply- 
mouth but a fortnight, during which time I received much 
attention, and jbad to gratify many inquisitive friends with 
the history of my sufferings. 

Capt. Mason procured me a passage to Portsmouth, in 
the Kainbow man of war, from whence I was to take 
passage in a packet for America. Just as I stepped on 
board the Rainbow, a good Tady, lyith her son, ^ame to 
make me a visit ; her curiosity to see a person of my de- 
scription was not abated by my being on my passage ; 
she said she could not sleep till she had seen the person 
who had suffered such hard fortune. After she had ask- 
ed all the questions that time would allow of, she gave 
me a guinea, and a half guinea to my sister, and a muslin 
handkerchief to each of our little girls. On our arrival at 
Portsmouth, the packet had sailed ; the Captain of the 
llainbow, not fijiding it convenient to keep us with him, 
introduced us on board the Royal Aim. 

"Wherever we lived, we found the best iriends and the 
politest treatment. — ^It will be thought singular, that a de- 
fenceless woman should suffer so many changes, without 
meeting with some insults, and many incivilities. But 
during my long residience oh board the various vessels, I 
received the most delicate attention from my companions. 
The oflBcers were assiduous in making niy situation agree- 
able, and readily proffered their services. 

While on board the Royal Ann, I received the follow- 
ing letters; the reader wiliexcuse the recitation ; it would 
te ingratit\ide not to record ^uch conspicuous acts of be- 
nevolence. ' ■ . 

Phfrnoaih^ Sept. 13,1757. 
Madam, 

Late la5t postnight I received an answer from 
Mr. Apthorp, who is partner with Mr. ThomUnson, the a- 
gei^ for New-Hampshire, with a letter enclosed to yoo, 
which gave youJiberty to draw on bim for fifteen guineas. 
As Madai|i Hocnech was just closing her letter to you, I 
gRveit.her, to enclose for you ; I now write again to Lon< 
don on your behalf. You must immediately write to Mr. 
Apthorp, what you intend to do, and what further yoii 
would 'hanre^him iahd our friends at London to do for 
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' I hope you have received the benefaction of the char* 
itable ladiei in this town. AH friends here commisserate 
your misfortunes, and wishjrou well, together with your 
iister and children. 

your friend and countryman to serve, 

JOgN T. MASON. 

Mas. JoHirsoN, 

London, Sep(. 7, 1 757. 
Madam, 

I received a letter from Capt. Majsoa dated the 
30th of ktst month, giving an account of your unfortunate 
situation, and yesterday Mr. Thomlinson, who is ill in the 
country, sent me your letter, together with Capt. Mason's 
to him, with the papers relative to you. In consequence 
of which, I this day applied to a number of gentlemen in 

Sour behalf, who very readily gave their assistance ; 
ut as I am a stranger to the steps you intend to pursue, 
I can only give you liberty at present, to draw on ma for 
ten or fifteen guineas, for which sum your bill shall be paid, 
and when you furnish me with information I shall very 
cheerfully give any furtherance in my power, to your re- 
lief, when! shall also send you a hst of your benefac<* 
tors. 

I am. Madam, 
^ Your most humble servant, 

JOHN APTHORP. 
Mrs. Susanna Johnson. 

LETTER FROM H. OROVE. 

I have now the pleasure to let dear Mrs. JohAson 
know the goodness of Mrs. Hornech ; she has collected 
seven pounds, for you, and sent it to Mrs. Brett, who 
lives in the yard, at Portsmouth, to beg her favors to you, in 
any thing she can do to help or assist you. She is a good 
laay ; do go to her, and let her know your distress. Capt. 
Maion has got a letter this post, bux he is not at home ; 
cannot tell you further. You wilh excuse this scrawl^ 
likewise .my not enlarging — as Mr. Hornech waits to send 
it away. Only believe me, madam, you have my eamei^ 
prayers to God, to help and assist you. 'My masia's 
compliments with mine, and begs te wait on you^ and be- 
lieve me^ dear Mrs. Johnson, yours in all events to serve 
you. 

HANIf AH GROVE. 
Sunday Eve, 10 o^cMc, 
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I received the donation, and Mr. Apthorp sent me the 
fifteen guineas. I sincerely lament that he omitted send- 
ing me the names of my benefactors. 

The Captain of the Kojal Ann, supposing my situation 
with him might not be so convenient, appUed to the mayor, 
for a permit for me to take up lodgings in the city, which 
was granted. I took new lodgings, where I tarried three 
or four days, when orders came for me to be on board the 
Orange man of war in three hours, which was to sail for 
America. We made all possible dispatch, but when we 
ot to the shore, we were astonished to find the ship too 
ar under way to be ovextakcn* No time was to be lost. 
I applied to a waterman, to carry us to a merchantman, 
who was weighing anchor at a distance, to go in 
the same fleet* He hesitated long enough to pronounce a 
chapter of oaths, and rowed us offw When we came to 
the vessel, I petioned the Captain to take us on board, 
till he overtook the Orange. He directly flew into a vio^ 
lent .passion, .suid offered greater insults than I had ev- 
er received during my whole voyage j he swore w^ 
were women of bad fame,who wished to follow the army, 
and that he would have nothing to do with us. I begged 
him to calm bis rage^ and we would convince him of his 
error. But fortunately, the victualler of the fleet hap- 
pened to be in the ship, who at this moment stepped for-' 
ward with his roll of names, and told the outrageous 
Captain that he would soon convince him, whether we 
deserved notice, by searching his list. He soon found 
our names, and the Captain began to beg pardon. He 
took us. on board, and apologized for his rudeness. W^ 
sailed with a fair wind for Cork, where the fleet took pro- 
vision. We tarried a fortnight in this place, during 
which time the Captain of the Orange came on board to 
see me, and to offer me a birth in his vessel ; but that being 
a battle ship, it was thought best for me to stay where I 
then was. After weighing anchor at Cork, we had a 
passage of seven weeks, remarkably pleasant, to New- 
York.^ On the tenth of December, we dropped anchor 
at Sandy Hook ; on the eleventh, I had the supreme 
feliciQr to find mys^f on shore in my native country 
after an absence of three years, three months, and eleven 
days. 
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CHAP. X. 

The History ends* 

I might descant for many a page on the feKcity 1 felt 
on being once more in mj own country ; bat others «an 

less my feetings better than I can tell them. The 

ayor of New -York ordered lodgings fdr us ; here 1 had 
the pleasure of meeting my friend Col. Schuyler, who 
gare me much information about affairs in Canada ; h^ 
told me that my husband had been released, and taken 
passage in a cartel ship for Haliftik, and that he had re- 
deemed my son from the Indians, for the sum of fiv6 
hundred livres. 

My fellow prisoner, Labalree, had made his escape 
from the French, and had been in NeW-York a few days 
before, on his way home. ' * ^ 

Wcf tarried in New- York ten da^s — ^thein took Water 
passage for New-Haven, where I had'tfce good foftiihe to 
find a number of officers who had been stationed at 
Charlesldwn the preceding sumnier, who gratified my cu- 
ridsity with inttilligence respecting liiy relations and 
friends in that place. Some of these gentlemen, among 
whom was Col. Whiting, kindly undertook to assist us 
on our journey home, by the way of Springfield. At 
Hartford we found some geiitlemcn who were bound for 
Charlestowh ; they 'solicited my sister* to go in company 
with them, to which she assented. 

When within a half a dozen mil^s of Springfield, Mr. 
Ely, a benevolent friend of Mr. Johnson*s, sent hb two 
sons, ^ith a slfeigh to convey me to his house, where I 
proposed staying till some of my friends could hear of my 
arrival. Fortunately, Mr. Johnson about the same time 
arrived at Boston, but misfortune had not yet filled the 
measure of his calamity. He had no sooner landed^ 
than he was put under guard, on suspicion of not perfonn-^ 
ing his duty in the redemption of the Canada prisoners, 
which suspicion Was occasioned by his remissness in pro* 
ducing his vouchers. But the following certificate pro- 
cured his liberty. 

This is to certify, whom it may concern, that the beari- 
er, Lieutenant James Johnson, inhabitant in the town 
of Charlefetown, in the Province of New-Hampshire, in 

*Mi6s Miriam Willard was afterwards married to tlie ReT. Mr. 
Wliitoey, of Shirley, Massachusetts 
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^^^-En^land 5^^ Who^ togetb^ir ^hhliis family, were taken 
by the liydiAns on the SOthof August 1754, has ever since * 
contmued a- stekdy and faltbftiF subject to his Majesty' 
Ring G^porge, a«d 4as used his utmost endea^'Oiis to re- 
deeip his own femily, and all others belonging to the Pro- 
vince afoi^said,'tbat1ir ere in the hands of the Frencli and 
Itidiitti^ which he ciannotyH accottiplish ; and that botH" 
Mmselfafld feirtily haveu¥idergoii«e innumerable hard-^ 
ships and afflicti6ii smc^ they have been prisoners in Can- 
ada^ ' ■ • ' ' - . ' ' ■ . ■ 

= fet^srtttlonyof which, wethe subscribers, oflSders in' 
iiis Britannic Majesty's Service, atod now prisoners 'of* 
iVar at Quebec,' have thought' it necessary to gl*ant bito 
this certificate, and do recoulfflend him as an object woi<-* 
thy the aW and compassioh 6f every hoiiest Eftglfeh* 
man. ' 

fETER SCHUYLER, 
^ _j ANDREW WATKINS, . 

^^^^ WILLIAM MARim, 

William PADGETT. 

Quebec, S^U 16, 1757.. 

Tocom^iensate for this misfortune. Gov. Pbwnal rtv' 
commerideld ^ grant, which the General, Court complied 
with, and gave him one hundred dollars from the treas* 
tiry, Jtftd ne was recorded a faithful subject of King 

AnW bis d^i^tnissioh from the guard* in Bos»bft, he 
i^roceeded directly forCharlestown. When within fifteen 
miles of Springfield, h6 was met by a gentleman Who 
had just before seen me, who gave him the best news he 
could have heard ; although it was then late at night, he 
lost not a mdrtent. At two o'clock in the morning of 
the first of January 1758, 1 again embraced my dearest 
friend— happy new year 1' With pleasure would I describe 
my emotions of joy, could language paint them suflScient*- 
iyVorcible ; but the feeble pen shrinks from the task. 

Charlestown was still a frontier town, and suflTered 
jtrom savage depredations, which rendered it an improp- 
tit residence' for txie ; consequently I went to Lancaster. 
" Mr. Johnson, in a few diays, sat out for New- 
York, to adjust his Canada accounts. But on his 
^iurnej he- was persuaded by Gov. Pownal to take a 
Captam^s coDomission, and join the forces bound for Ti- 
conderdga :' wherfe he t<?a» kil^d <Ja. Ae 8th of Jtily tel- 
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lowing in the battle tb?rt proved fatal ta Lord How^ whjle 
fighting for bis couiMry. Humanitj will we€»p, with me^ 
Thfi cup of sorrow was now wplet^ with bitter drops*- 
AH my former miseries , we^e lost' in t^ affliction of a 
widow* 

In October, 1758, 1 was informed that irn^ son, Sylva* 
n^ was at Northampton, sick of a scald. 1 basteited to 
tbe place, and found him in a deplorable situation ;> h# 
was brought there by Major Putnam, afterwards Gen. 
Putnam, with Mrs, How and her family, who had return- j 
e/J from captivity. t%e toyrn of Northampton l^ad taken 
chargie of himr-^hi» situation' was miserable ; when I 
ffHind himr he had bo recollection of me^ bgt after some 
conversation, he had aome con£ufed ideas of me, but had 
no remembrance of his father. It was four years sipce I 
had 3een him, he was then eleven years old ; during hii^ 
absence he had entirely forgotten the English language, 
spoke a little broken FreQeh,but was perfect in Indian : he 
had been with the savages* three years,, and one year with ^ 
the French; but his bahits were somewhat Indian : he 
had been wilh them in their hunting excursions, and suf- 
fered numerous hardships — he could brandis^h a* tdida- 
hawkor bend the bow, but these habits wore off by de- / 
. grees.. I carried him from that place to > Lancaster^ 
where he liv^d a few years with Col. . Aaron Willard.« 
- I lived in Lancaster till October 1759, when I return* 
ed to old Charlestown. — The sight of my former resi-* 
dence afforded a strange mixture of joy, and grief^ while 
the desolations of war, and the loss of a number of deac 
and valuable friendsi) combined, to give the place an ai£ 
of melancholy. Soon after my arrival,.Miajor Rogers re« 
turned from an expedition against the village of St. Fran- 
cis, which he had destroyed, and killed most of thie iii* 
habitants. He brought with him- a young Indian prison^ 
er, whd^ stopped at my. house : the moment he saw me he 
cried, my Gbd, my God, here is my sister ;- it^jwas mj 
little brother Sabatis, who formerly used to bring ttit 
cows for me, when I lived at my Inilian masters. He 
was transported to see me, and declared. that he was stil) 
my brother, and I must be his sister. Poor fellow ! The* 
fortune of war had left him without a single relation, but 
with his country^s enemies, he coulJ find one w^lio to** 
sensibly felt his miseries; I felt the purest, pleasure iit 
administenng to his comfort. 

I wa« extreinely fprtupate in receiving by one of Ma* 
jor Rogers' men, a bundle of Mr. Jonnson^s papers^ 
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* ^Tnch fcc fpund in piltogiAg St. Francis. The jfeains 
took them when we were captivated, and they had lain 
at St. Francis five years. 

Sabatis went from Charlestown to Crown Point with 
Major Rogers. When he got to Otter Creek, he m'et 
tny son Sylvanns, who was in the army with Cot. Wi!- 
lard ; he recognized him, a;nd clasping him in hh arms, 
•* My God," says he " the fortune of war !'' — f Shall 
•ever remember this youn^ Indian with affection; 
he had a high sense of honor and good behaviour, 
fee was affable, good natured and polite. 

My daughter Susanna was still in Canada — ^butasl 
liad the fullest assurances that every attention was paid 
to htr education and welfare by her three mother?, 1 felt 
less anxiety than I otherwise might have done. 

Every one will imagine that I have paid affliction her 
utmost demand: the pains ijf imprisonment, the separation 
from my childreo, the. keen sorrow occasioned by the 
death of a butchered fsither, and the severe grief arising 
from my husband's death, will amount to a sum, perhaps, 
unequalled. But still my family must be doomed to fur- 
ther and severe persecutions from the savages. In the 
commencement of the summer of 1760, my brother in 
law, Mr. Joseph Willard, son of the Rev, Mr. Wil- 
lard of Rutland, who was killed by the Indians in Lov- 
•cll's war, with his wife and five children, who lived but 
two miles distant from me, were taken by a party of In- 
dians. They were carried much the same rout that I 
was to Montreal. Their journty of fourf.f'en days through 
the wilderness, was a series of miseries, unknown to any 
but those wh"> have suffered Indian captivity : they lost 
two children, whose deaths were owing to savage barliar- 
ity. The history of their captivity would almost equal 
my own, but the reader's commisseration and pity must 
now be exhausted. No more of anguish, no morc^Df suf- 
ferings. 

They arrived at Montreal a few days before the 
French surrendered it to the English ; and after four 
months' absence, returned home, and brought my daugh- 
ter Susanna to my arms ; while I rejoiced at again meet* 
ing my child, whom I had not seen for above five years, 
1 felt extremely grateful to the Mrs. Jaissons, for the af- 
fectionate attention they had bestowed on her. As thev 
likd received her as their child, they had made their af- 
fluent fortune subservient to her best interest. To give 
fcer the accomplishments of a polite education had been 
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thdiF|>riiic|pal care : she had^roDtracte^ an ardent Unw^ i«r 
them, which never will be obliterated. — ^Their parting 
was an affecting scene of tears* They never forgot her 
durii^ th^ir lives; she hs^s eight letters from them, which 
are proo& of the warmest friendship. Mj dac^hter did 
not Kno^ me at her return^ and spoke nothmg but 
French ; my son spoke Indian, so that my family was a 
mixture of nations. 

3(r. Famswortb, niy only fellow prisoner whose re- 
tarn I have not mentioned, came home a little .before.. 

Thus, by the goodness of Providence^ we all returned 
in the course of six painful years to' the place from 
whence we were taken. The long period of our captivi- 
ty, and the severity of our si;^'^ rings, will be called ua* 
common and unprecedented. But we even found some 
friends to pity, amo' g our most persecuting enemies f 
and from the various shapes in which mankind appear- 
ed, we learned many valuable lessons. Whether in the 
wilds of Canada, the horrid jails of Quebec, or in oqr 
voyage to Europe, daily occurrences happened to cob-> 
vince us that the passions ol men are as various as their 
complexions. And although my sufferings were often in- 
creased by the selfishness of this world's spirit, yet the 
numerous testimonies of generosity I receiviE>dy Uds me 
suppress the charge of neglect, or want of benevolence. 
That I haix been an unfortunate woman all will^ grant ;-j* 
yet my misfortunes^ while they enriched my experience 
;and taught me the value of patience, have increased my 
gratitude to the Author of all blessings, whose goodness 
and mercy have preserved my life to the present 
time. 

During, the time o/ my widowhood, misfortune and 
^disappointment v/ere my intimate companions; when 
New-England was ruled by a few men who were the 
creatures of a king, the pleasures of dissipation wer^ 
preferred to the more severe attention to business, anfl 
the imall voice of a woman was seldom heard. — ^Hence 
in the settlement of my husband's estate, the delay and 

ferplexky was distressing. I made three journeys to 
ortsmouth,fourteen to Boston,and three to Springfield, to 
effect the settlement. Whether my captivity had taueht 
me to be ungrateful, or whether imagination formed a 
catalogue of evils, I will not pretend to say ; but from the 
year 1 754 to the present day, greater misfortunes have 
apparently fallen to my share than to mankind in general, 
and the meteor happiness has eluded my grasp. The 
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4ife oTa'-widbw is' pediiiarly aSC]bdTe^-:*«^tmy'nuiMrotis 
and long'journies over roads imminendy bad^ and incU 
dents that seemed to baffle aH my planj^ and foresight^ 
render mine moar^ unfortunate than common. - 

But I found manr attentivie friends, vrbose assistance 
and kindness will alwavs claim my gratitude. Colonlel 
White of Leominster, with whom I had liv«d from the time 
i was eight years old until i was married, was extremely 
affectionate and kind-^in bis house I found a welcome 
home* Mr. Samuel Ely of Springfield, who* was the 
frietid of my husband, rendered me numerous kindness- 
es. Colonel Murray of Rutland, and Colonel Cbakidler 
of Worcester,, were very friendly and kind. Mr* Clarke, 
deputy secretary. Gov. Pownali, and Gov. Wentworth, 
cxertel their infiiience for me in attempting topi'oeupe a 
grant from the General Assembly. 
^ In one of my journies to Portsmouth, I conversed with 
-Capt. Adams, who was in Europe at the time I was — he 
mformed me that while there Mr. Apiborp gave him four- 
teen pounds sterling, for the purpose of conveying 
me ^nd my family to America ; my sailing with the 
convoy prevented my receiving this kindness. 

Boring the four years of my widowhood 1 was in quite 
an unsettled situation ; sometimes receiving my children, 
who were returning from captivity, and' at others settling 
the estate of my deceased husband. In Octobei', 1759, 
J moved to Charlestown and took possession of rty pat- 
rimony, consisting o^ a house which Coh Whiting* had gen- 
.enously assisted my mother in buildlngl'Cncopartnet^hip 
with my brother' Moses Wilhrd, 1 kept asuMll 8tare,whlch 
-was of service in supporting my fara ly, and settling roy 
husband's estate*— I have received, by petiti6ningj from 
•the General Assembly of Ntw-Hampshire, forty two 
pounds,* |o indemmfy myself and family for lossfes ^us- 
iadned by our country's enemies. This was Of eminent 
service to me. Mr. Johnson left with Mr. Ch'arles 
Aptborp,' of BoAt^n, the sum which my son^s redemp- 
ition^cost, for Col. Schuyler, who had paid the same. 
•Buf die Gtenerul Assembly of Massachusetts afterwards 
paid Col. Schuyier his demand for redpemingmy son. 

By Mr. Johnson I had seven children ; two sons and 
a daughter died in infancy; Sylvahus, with whom the 
reader is acquainted, now lives in Charlestown. Susanna 
married Capt. Samuel Wethorbee, nnd" has been the 
mother of fifteen children, among which wei-e five at two 
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)iirtha« Fcdiy married CoL Timothy Bedel, of Hatrcf^ 
Ull-^-^d in August 1789. Capdve married C(4» 
fieor^ KimbalK^n *the year 1762 1 married Mf« Jofaa 
Hastings, my present husband^ he was one of the firac 
settlers in Charlestown; I recollect to have seen him 
when I visited the pla.e :in 1744 — ^he suffered much by 
the Indians^and assisted in defending the town during the 
iw^rs. By him I have had seven children; one daughter 
•and four sons died in their infancy. Theodocia is mar* 
jrif d to Mr. Stephen Hasham ; Ilandilla died at the age 
MoS twenty-two, she lived from her infancy with Mr. Sara- 
tfiel Taylor of Rockingham, by whom she was treated ^ 
with great affection. I have had thirty nine grand-chO* ' 
dren, and four great-grand-children. 

1 am now in the winter of life, and feel sensibly the ef- 
fects of old age. I live on the same spot where, the In- 
dians took us from in 1 754; but the face of nature hsls so 
•changed, that old savage fears are all banished. My va- 
cant hours I often employ in reflecting on the various 
.scenes that have marked the different stages of my life. 
When viewing >the present rising generation, in the oloom 
of health,^nd enjoying ^hose gay pleasures which shed 
4h«r exhilirating influence -so plentifully in the rnhm of 
life^ I look back to my early days, when I too was hap* 

Sy, and basked in the sunshine of good fortune. Little 
o they thinks that the meridian of their lives can pos- 
sibly be rendered miserable 'by captivity or a prison; as 
little too did I think that my gilded prospects could be ob- 
.^ured ; but it was the happy delusion of youth ; and I 
fervently wish there was no deception. But that Being, 
wrhck ^^ Hits upon the circle of the earth, and views the in^ 
jhabitants as grasshoppers,'^ allots our fortunes. 

AlthoiJ^h I have drank to largely from the cup of sop- 
tow,, yet my presejit happiness is a small compensation. 
Twice has my country been, ravaged by war, since my 
jremembrance ; I have detailed the share I bore in the 
.first; in the last, although the place in which I live was not 
a field of bloody battle,yet its vicinity to Ticonderoga,and 
.the savages that ravaged the Coos country rendered it per- 
ilous and distressing* But now no one can set a higher 
value on the smiles of peace, than myself. The sava* 
ges are driven beyond the lakes, and our country has no 
enemies. The gloomy wilderness, that forty years ago 
^secreted the Indian and the beast of prey, has vanished 
,away ; and the thrifty farm smiles in its stead ; the Sun- 
days, that were then employed in guarding a fort, are 
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BOW quietly devoted to worsbip ; the tomaltawk and scalp^ 
ing knife have given place to the sickle and ploughshare ^ 
mKi prosperous husbandry now th;rives,' where the terrors 
of death ooce cbiUecf us wlthfear. 

. My iiUHu^rqus furogpny. often gather around ncie, to hear 
the si^fferings qnce fek by their aunt or grandmother, and 
wondei: at their magnitude. My daughter Captive still 
keeps the dress she appeared in when brought to my bed 
aide by the French nurse, at the . Tfcondcrpga Bospitalj 
and often refreshes my memory with past scenes, when 
showing it to her children^. I'hese things yield a kind of 
melan<;|ioly pleasure, 

. Instances of longe;vity are remiarkabre iB my family«c. 
My aged mother, before her death, could say tome, arise 
daughter and go to thy daughter, for thy daughter'i 
daugj^ter has got a daughter ; a commana whicn feir 
mothec^; can make and be obeyed. ^ 
. ; And B^Wf rejader^fter sincerely wishing that your days 
^ay hjB as, happy as mine have tieen uil^rtu^ate^ I bid 
you* adieu. ,, , 

. Charkstqpny Jum^^, 17d8« . 
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ifamts of persons killed in CharlestotMj Mop 4, and tinrn 

when — by the Indians. 

I Seth Putnaia, Mat/ % 1 748, Samuel Farnsworth, Jo* 

seph Allen, Peter Perki, Aaron Lyon, and Joseph Mas«» ^ 

sey, May 24, 1746. .Jedediah Winchel, June, or July^ J 

1746. — —Philips, August 3, 1746. Isaac Goodale^ 

and Nathaniel Gould^ Otiohet^ 1747. Obadiah Sart* 

well, June, 1749* Lieot. Moses Willard, June 18,1756^ 

Asahel Stebbins, August^ 1758. Josiah Kellogg, 1759*. ' 

Jfumber taken Prisoners by the Indians^ from Charles^ 

tozcn, No. 4. 

. Capt. John Spafford, Isaac Parker, and Stephen Farns- 
worth, w4pn7 1 9, 1 746. Anderson, Oc/oter, 174T. 

EnosStevens, J^unc 17, 1749. James Johnson, Susanna 
John^n, SylvanUs Johnson*, Susan Johnson, Polly John- 
son, Miriato Willard, Peter Labarree, and Eb'r Farn» 
w©rth^ August 29, 1 754i Sampson Colefax, David Farns- 
worth, Thomas Robins, and Asa Spafibrd, May, 1736'. 
Mrs. Robins, Isaac I^rker, and David Hill, August, 1 758*. - 
Jose]^h WiUard, wife and five children, June 7,'17W, 



!*©I*fCE of JAMES ROGERS. 

(Comttunicaitrdl^by Dri UikAt StBARitSi «f DnnlMTtcli.) 

JAMES^ Rogers was one of tte first settkrs^of 
t)unbarton. He is saidto tiBTe emigrafed frMl a pld^e 
t:^lled Moiiterlony in Ire -and, and the plate wh^fe' he fet- 
t^d hi Dtmbarton still retails that name. He was the ftf* 
tb'er of the well kown Maj« Robert Rogers, wha cotii* 
lAanded a con^anj^q/^itan^ry ill the last French and Indian 

- War, whose service consisted in scouring the woods, pro*- 
ciiring intelligence, and ^kirinishing with detached pfeir-* 
tics of the enefay.^ The manner of Mr. Rogers' deat& 
was a little extraordinary. He was shot itt the wtjodsy 
b'eSng mistaken for a bear. The circumstances w^re ' as 
follows. Rogers Was goiog to a hunter's camp, ill or^ 
dfef, it is stiid« tb invite some genttem^n'who Were mak* 
ing sOWeys Tiim by, to dine with him. The h^ntei^* 
saw him approaching throti^h the busked dt' a dfs^nc^; 
and not expecting to see any other than wild aniittals, tod 
the colour of his clothes b^thg black, he siipposed him' t9 

f be a bear,and accordingly fired upon hio^ and kSIed him*' 
It is reported of Maj. Rdger^, that Miile in London 
after the French war, being in company with several per- 
sons, it was agreed, that the one who told the most im- 
probable story, or the greatest falsehood, should have hi$ 
fare paid by the others. When it came to his turn, he told' 
the company, that his father was shot in the woods of A- 
merica by a. person who supposed him to fee a bear; and 
tbat ^is mothrei' Was followed s^vet^al ihiles through • the 
fnowby hunters, who mistook her track for that of tiie 
same animal. It was acknowledged -by tfa^ whole conU 
pany that the Major had told the greatest lie, when in 
feet, he bad related nothing but the tsruth. * ' 
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Mr* Caleb Towle, Whom we noticed in the second num* 
ber of the CoUectioivs, page 79, al6 being remarkable iot 
corpulency, died at Centre-Harbor, on the 1st of Octo* 
ber, at the age of 56* ^ An extraordinary increasie of 
flesh is supposed to have been the cause of his death. 
Though short of five feet, ten inches in heigfit, h^ 
weighed, a few months previous to bis death, 5 1 5 poimdo^ 
and probably was not lifbter at the time of kk d^aib." 
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THE last century has bcfen so fruitfiil of great and itsy- 
portant events, of great and illustrious oharacters, that 
men who acted distinguished parts in the busj scenes of 
life before that interesljng period commenced, and acted 
them with honour to themselves apd benefit to their counw 
try, are almost forgotten* It should not be so : for we 
are far more indebted to our forefathers for our ciril tkhd 
religious privileges, than mere careless observers of 
events, and cursory readers of history, are pir^pared to 
acknowledge. The foundation of our independence wets 
laid long before the busy actors in achieving • it were 
brought into exislence. The sons of slaves or dastards^ 
and educated to succeed such on tbe stage of life, would 
never have arisen from their degraddtion to assert their» 
rights, nor have nerved their arms to secure and maintain' 
them. 

In giving a sketch of the life ot Col. Hilton, it may 
not be improper to take some notice of his American an*- 
cestors, and as they were intimately- oonnec^d with 'the 
first settlement of this State, such notice oaimot be ftho*< 
gether uninteresting* • - t 

His grandfather, Edward Hilton, was at the. head of 
the company who were sent out by the original proprie- 
tors of L^onia, to-found a plantation on' the Pasoataqua, 
to cultivate the vine, discover mines, carry on the fisher*^ 
ies and trade with the natives. He arrived from Londotk 
early in 1693. His brother William accompanied him* 
They, with their associates, made a stand at Dover 
neck, about seven miles from P<»rtsmouth. David Thomp- 
son and others, who came over at the same time, set' 
down nearer the harbour. Thompson, the neat y^w? 
retired' mto Massachusetts, but the settlepient at Posts* 
, m^uth was not broken up. 

32 
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!M2 MEMOIR OF COL. WINTHROP HUSTON. 

We have but brief accounts of the disappointments and 
dangers, toils and troubles which the first settlors of this 
country had to encpunter : and imagination can do but 
litt!e towards supplying the deficiengr. We cannot pic- 
ture to our minds, the diflSculties they met, or the suffer- 
ings they endured. Ten years after the commencement 
of the settlement at Dover, the people of that place and 
of Portsmouth, received the principal part of their bread- 
stuff from England and Virginia, and their nearest mill 
for grain was the Wind-mill at Boston. Their supplies 
were irregularly and scantily received, arid they were oft- 
en threatened with the addition of famine to their other 
sujSerings. One of th^r principal mcn^in July 1633; 
wrote from Newichawaniche to the Company in England 
that, with a family of ten persons, he had but half a bar- 
rel of corn, and had had but one piece of beef or pork 
fiw three months. Many or most of the married men 
who at iirst came over, left their wives in England and 
tentfcMT them when prepared for. tkeir. reception* One of 
the Company in London, writing to their factor at Dover, 
in 1631, says— "your wiife and children, Roger Knight's 
wife, ajad one wife more, we have already s^t you, and 
more you shall have as you write for them." — "1 wish all 
your wives with you, and that so many of you as desire 
Wives, had such ^ they desire." This, was a truly be- 
nevolent wish ; for many of the settlers were sadly puZ' 
2^d to procure i^uitable help-meets ; and one of them in a 
letter to a principal proprietor, in 1634, makes a melan-* 
oboly complaint that as "for maidesthey are soone gone 
in this couatry." . 

. Whether Edward Hilton, at the time of his arrival^ was 
married or single^ does not appear. He wa8 a man of in- 
fluence and in authority at Dovet", and the . friend and 
confid«a:it!al correspondent of Gov. Wilitbrop of Massa- ' 
chtisetts* In the difficulties occasioned by the disorderly 
and immoral conduct of Burdet, Knollys, and Lai'kham, 
who fiuccessively assumed both civil and ecclesiastical au-- 
thority in Dover, and for a considerable tim^^kept the in-; 
habitants in a state of confusion and contetttion, Hilton 
was considered by their nej§hbour» of Massachusetts, as 
the man most entitled to confidence, and the most efficient- 
friend of civil and religious order. Although the settle- - 
mentof this State, did not, as did Plymouth and Maasaciibu- 
setts, owe its.origin to religious p^rse^utitm in England, or 
a desire of religious freedom in the wilderness, t^e first 
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settlers here were undoubtedly educated mthe prineipk^ 
of Christianity, and some of them appear' to liaHre beest 
men of religious'babits and character. The'^oss imoior- 
alities of those who pretended to preach to'taem the gos- 
pel, had a pernicious influence upon the mcMrals of th<^: 
rising, commumty, and weakened their attachment to the 
institutions of religion. The thi:ee men just mentioried^ 
by their scandalous . vices soon exfiosed themselves. to 
open'shame, and fled from punishment by flying firom tjb^ 
cdtntry. One of them, on the very night afier sitting.' isx, 
judgment upon his predecessor, and xondemniDg him tpt 
lewdness and debauchery, made the unlucky mistake of 
getting into his maid servant's bed instead of his oWn, 
and was 'so very unfoituaate as to be discovered- th^ere* 
Hilton, .and the better sortofpeq[>le- in Dover, wearied, 
with the disorders which prevaii^, were desieous. o| 
putting thethselves undi^r the protection and ^governtaKsnt 
of Massachusetts* They effected, their object in 1641, 
and Hilton was the first named in their list of magifh 
trate& after the union. He however continued in Dovei^' 
but a few jears afterwards. A. grant of land had been 
m^de to him in £xeter, on the ^4th day of 1st week of 
10th month 1639,'' and he removed tb that town previ- 
ous to the year 1652 ; for, in that year, the inhabitants of 
Exeter in town meeting "Voted, that Mr. Hilton be re»- 
quested to go along with Mr. Dudley to the General 
Court to assist him." In 1053, another grant of about 
two miles square comprehending the site of the whole 
village of Newfields, was made to him ^in regard to his 
charges in setting up • a saw-mill." Upon this grisnt 
he is supposed to have settled, and a considerable part of 
it has Teiiiained to this day the property of his descend- 
ants. He died in the beginning of the year 167]:. A 
letter of administration upon his estate was granted by 
Capt. Wald^on, commissioner for that purpose, M«ccb 6; 
1671, and his property, real and personal, was appraised 
at 9304/. The number of his children is not known. 
Four of his sons, Edward, William, Samuel,and Charles^ 
were administrators. 

Edward Hilton, the eldest son, continued at Exeter. — 
He married into the family of Gov. Thomas Dudley, but 
whether a daugbtetor ^and-daughter is uncertain. He 
died in the Spring or Summer of 1699. His will was da- 
ted April 13, 1099, and proved in the Probate Court, the 
lOthof July following. Hb wife, Ann, survived him. — 
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He left three mus and four daughters : Winthrap^Dodley , 
Joseph, Jme, Ann^ Manjr and- Sobrtet j. 
- WniTBAOP HiLtoif, the eldest son, w^is bom about the 
rear 1i71. We have no means of ascertaining, what were 
his adrantages for obtaining an earlj education, but hare 
evidence that he was better educated than the generality 
of the young men i>f his day. Probably by means of his 
connexion with the Dadley family, he oecame better 3ia* 
qoainted with puUkfc xfiairs, and was earlier introduced 
tid^ public^ life than he would otherwisb hare beeiK He 
Wab a braTe,enterprisii>g manfand eari^ distinguished him* 
self in the Indian wars. The inhabitants of tins state, 
at diat period, were in- continual danger from the . incur- 
sions ot ihe flarage enemy. Their home was the garri- 
^n, and their cuhnr^ delds often became the fims of 
Wtde and blood. Hibon was EoMied by nature for a 
wnmor. Hk was above the middling siee,tall, muscular^ 
actiTe and >well formed'-'-ainong the most fearless of the 
bi^re^ the most iadtenturous of the daring. He had a 
garrison ofahis ferm,aind obtained such an ascendency o- 
tw %i% nbi^b6u]rs, and acquired tlidr confidence in such 
4 degree, that they looked to him for coutisel in difficulty, 
atfd protectioli in danger. 

The dates of hisewriier bonunissions are not preserved. 
His commiMon as captain of ^the second foot company 
in Exeter^" is dated Ocitober 7, 1 703, and contains this 
eUmse. ^'You are tb %ht, take, kill and subdew any of 
dre isttbietts or vassals of Ffrance and Spaine, and the In- 
«Kan Irelrels smd murthefers.^^ On the 31st of January 
foltarwing, he was appointed a Major in the expedition a- 
gititostthe Eastern Indians, and made an excnrsion at the 
head of thuee companies upon mow dioes into the Indian 
c^ounthy^ and after rangmgtiie woods for aometime search- 
ing in TSfin for the enemy, he returned to the Newfields. 
Tnis iffiAter march was considei^ed an honorable service, 
land heTeceived a gratuity of 12/. from^e goviernment. 
in the Spring of 1704, Gov. D^idley r^olved on a 
vigoronds attack upon the e^eniy, and' wrote to Hilton as 

ioTlows: 

' . • • f 

"Sb. 

■ 

I iatend with liie bltiswug of God to raise a very 
€onsidertl>le iforce to range the Eastern shose to destroy 
the ^nemyvand Would be ready to march by the last: of 
thisfnslant. if y^u pleiise t^ take to J^ioar assis^smce, 
Qilman and Coffin, my very good officers, and raise me 
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a nutnber 6f Volunt^CTs to be ready against the time, 
they shall have all encouragement in the 6ervicc->*^am- 
mnnition given therii and sloop? to convey them, ahd the 
premium for the enemy destroyed, that the AsseAibly of 
this Province have or fthall give them. I defeirc you to 
proceed wkh all .vigour in the affair, ^and let me hear 
from you by every post. 

1 am, Sr, your - f • 

affectionate Uncle, 

J- DUDLEY. 

Boston, 12 March, 1703-4 
For Her Majesty's servicej 

To Major Biltm, Exeter:' 

Of this expedition, Col. Church was appointed to the 
chief command. It was not, however, so soon ready 
as the Governor contemplated. Hilton's commission, 
as major- under Church, was dated May 1, and on the 
18th of that month, the Governor wrote to him from 
Portsmouth, that he had arrived at that place the night 
before, and the forces for the eastward were then draw- 
ing together in that road, and requesting him to collect 
what volunteers he could at Exeter in the moaning, and 
meet him at Portsmouth by noon. Major Hilton there 
joined the ^expedition, and was of eiiiinent service in the 
prosecution of the entcrprize. He was gone the whole 
summer. In a letter to his wife, dated Passamaquoddy, 
June 13, he observes, that since his last letter, (which is 
riot preserved) they had taken and killed S6 French and 
one Indian, and secured the enemy's stores. In the 
course of the summer^ they ranged the eastern shore 
from New-Hampshire to Nfova-Scotia, did considerable 
damage to the French and Indians, destroyed two or 
three of their towns and even insulted Port RoyaK 
Church lost but two of his men during the sunder, and 
although accused of cruelty in one or two instances, he 
proved himself to be a brave and experienced oflScer, 
and a prudent, judicious man. Against Hilton there wa^ 
no complaint, and he was raised to the rank' of Lieuten- 
ant Colonel. 

Having determined on an attack upon Norridgewock, 
the Gov. wrote to Col. Hilton in Januarv as follows : 



tC6 llEHOnt OF COL. W mTUBOP ' mSJBGS. 

"^BmUm, 9 Jan. 1104. 

Sr. 

I am not willing to pdas the winter wiihoat a march 
to the Indian Head Quarters* I have 300 men with you 
already. I trill take care for one hundred more from 
hence, and I wonld have you raise me one company of 
volunteers of sixty, and see if we cannot get to -Norig- 
walk. Confer with Major Walton about it, and put for- 
ward and see after your snow shoes according to law, and 
I will see you a fortnight hence, if God please. Write me 
on this head. 

I ara, Sr. your 

Affectionate kinsman, 

J. DUDLEY, 
Lt. Col» Hiltok.'- 

The. Colonel accordingly marched with 270 men to 
Korridgewock, a distance of nearly two hundred miles 
upon snow shoes. The season was considered favourable 
for their march, as the snow was four feet deep. The 
Indians forsook their set^emcnt upon Hilton^s approach, 
and having burnt the chapel which the French had e- 
rccted, and the wigwams which the Indians had deserted, 
be returne'd without meeting the enemy. In this expedi- 
tion the officers not only shared th.e hardships of their 
men,but received no more pay than the privates* In 
the spriag. CoL Hilton commanded a party to scour the 
woods to the heads of the Winnepisiogee and Pemigewas- 
set, and was not only this summer but most of the time, 
when not engaged in more important and distant expedi- 
tions, employed in ranging the frontier settlements 
from Massachusetts to Maine. Though this was a neces- 
sary service for the protection of the inhabitants, it was 
often an unwelcome one, as the several towns were by 
law obliged to keep provisions in their garrisons for these 
ranging and scouting parties, when it was sometimes almost 
impossible for the innabitants to provide for themselves. 
Hilton was occasionally under the necessity of discontin- 
uing his scout, or diminishing the number, of his men, 
in consequence of the failure of the towns to comply with 
the requirements of the law. This gave ofience to the 
Governor, who, like most men in power, had a very high 
sense of the duty of obedience in those under his author* 
ity, and be addressed the colonel in this style : 



Memoir of cou Winthrot iftiiitoK. u^i 

* 

' : '^Bosthni>^4Sepe. 1705. ' 

Sr. I' am surprized thai any body shootd diVcrt you 
frbm ' my last order about a scortt of tiiirenty men. Upotj 
yotir representation, I wmiM have abated the number, or 
time or distance of marching, but' I must have no body- 
else db'it. ■ * 
* I pray you to dfaw your men- yourself, if yo«r*ofl5cers 
do not do it to satisfaction, as is in your poorer, wherein 
Majbr Worell will assist you, and let me hear from you 
as often as you may. 
'Keep close to my orders and they will keep you. 
I am, Sf. your humble 

Servant, 

J.DUDLEY." 

In 1706, the Indians were active and daring* They at- 
tacked the people in several towns in New-Hampsbire and 
Mas&iachusetts ; killed msmy, and carried many more into 
isaptiyity. . Hilton was peculiarly obnoxious to them, and 
they used their best endeavours to destroy him. He was 
cifteri waylaid, and sometimes, but not frequently, openly 
attacked. His * " jshai*p black eyie, and his long bright 
gun," struck terror to the heart, and unnerved the arm of 
Ute skulking foe. This summer, a party of them were, 
fwa considerable time,watching in his neighbourhood for 
an opportunity to cut him off. Observing" one m<irning, a 
party of men mowing in a field near the place where the- 
meeting house in New-Market now stands, the Indians 
crept unperceived between the labourers and their guns, 
and gav6 thie first notice of their approach by shooting a 
man who had been left in a neighbouring house to keep 
wat^h, and at the same time furiously attacking the men in 
the field, four of whom they killed, wounded one, and 
took three; but the colonel escaped. Capt. Edward 
Hall, one of the prisoners, was a nephew of Col. Hilton. 
He was carried to Canada, where he obtained so much 
favour,by building a saw-mill for the French and Indians^, 
that they allowed him and Miles, his fellow prisoner, the 
liberty of hunting, sometimes in company with their cap- 
tors, and sometimes alone. In one of their hunting ex- 
peditions, they resolved to hunt for home, and made the 
best of their way to the English settlements. They 
Were three weeks m the woods, with nothing to subsist 
upbn but lily roots and the rind of trees, till Miles was 
so nearly exhausted that he laid down to die. Hall 
mide all possible pr6visio« for his comfort atid left him^ 
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Very spo» afterwards, he arrived at Deerficld, in Mas> 
sachuset<^^ aivd-il^in^diately sent a pairty after h|s govq- 
panion, ^hoavtliey-fQundaiiv^, and brought iato^lie fort^ 
where' he < rec*otered his streiigth, and retupjaed wijth Hall 
to their frieads. in Jf ew-Hampshire. « , 

In the winter of 1 706-7, another expedition. to Nor^ 
ridgc5lif ock : wap d^termitied on, and announced to.IJilion 
in thjef<ell<yfriug tetter from Gov. Dudley^ ' , 

"BoW<m, JOecewfccr 9lfc, 1 705. . 
Dear Sr. 

I have determined to vieit NoridgwQck the lOthof Jan- 
uary next, and accordingly am raiding in this Province 
two hundred men to, be commanded by Col. Martch, if 
his health iwill permit, whom alone I have acquainted be- 
sides yourself of my intention — therefore desire it to be 
secret;-*-and m'ust expect forty men of your Province, 
which I would have volunteers, otherwise they mu^t be 
drawn meiifta be commanded by some vtry good officer ; 
imd if Col. Martch fail' me, I tftust expect your setvicfe 10 
command the whole partr. ^'• 

The mj^n must be weti fixed, cloatbed atid shod withr 
snow shoes in good order. Commum(5atc this order to 
(he gentlemen of her Majesty's council as soon as may 
be. Attend theni yourself to concert the mmtteF,'that they 
may provide victuals and blankets if need be. - Our last 
departure will be from Casco Bay. Desire, the Geptle^ 
men of the Council to keep' it ^ secret*, lest the iiolse «rf it 
get into the woods.--.,. ' ' 

I am yr. afFectiodiate uncif ^ 
' J, OUDLET. 

n ike Hon. Ll CoL Hilton.'' i . . . 

;, On the 19th pf pecember the Govcrpgr wrote to Coi* 
Hilton that :Mfirch would not probgibly be able to, take 
ibe commanfl, and offered it to him. This commission a^ 
*tChief Comipander of the new raysQd forces,, within th^ 
Provinces of the Massachusetts Bay and I^ew-Ha^npshire, 
for Her Ma'ty's sei:vice in an.expedition to Noridgvyock &» 
other the Eastern parts ag?iinsit the Freach and Indian en- 
niy and Rebels ; and Captain of the Company raissed fojc 
that service in tl^e Province of New-Hampshii'e,'* was 
dated January 15, 170^-7. This expedition was short, 
but considerably successful. On the 20th of Janusury, 
they sufprized four Indians, whom they killed, and on^ 
squ^w, whom they lookw From her, they, endeavored to 
obtain informatioD relative to the Indian taunts in tjie 
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had obtafei6d frotti thfe'ColoM k dofeam proinlse ibkt W ' 
would tak^ h^ hottie with hiAi, aid treVW ddivrfr her up 
to tht Jitdiatis*, btit prptect her against theija* S^te then; 
led them to a neck of lafid^ whwe the;*'^ft«iiid-^ei]*'t^^ 
liiditosf iAeep,^€vthieiii ofvUbtA.'Um M%d ifadth^oA- 
€r w^s taketiJ)motiet. . This hdrijifeti^dU^akdrdaV *t - 
thte thibt Jfiniiimaitdm th^te6^ ^cjf&iy;^' 

th^ story of the eiploil was told at Portsmouth, thcrtigB' ^^ 
a distance 6f ^ixty thiJfe ft-bm the sccria of ktlbp; *TIktf^ 
poor sqi<a#, i?<rlra, to sa^te hei:' (jWh.Bfe, thus safdrift(:<?d^ffii^ 
lives 6f her Cbuktrttnefi. found ^Hle ' white thlef^'tnie ttt^ 
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chusettsV Ixew-ftampShire, arid! Rhtfd^-Isfland, i^ais^d ik6 
rfegimems', df^ aflbout l^po mett In' each, for the cOn(j[tie^t^{fir 
Port RoyaL . Col. Wainwright commanded one regimerit^' 
and Col. KiftOn the OtheK Col. March was injudiciously 
appointed to command the whole. The expedifi^A wft/ 
ati iniportaiit one; The army ^Wed Before' Port RdVal 
atout the fast of Bf^. Thfey had some little ilSrtoiithiftg* 
i^ith the eriettif i But jea!d«fi j aild dSsenfkm ar'bii^^'a- 

hs^ Whi^ defeated thfe ehterf>rfiie; andijirfi' 



mong the omcelhs 

ly in June, the artiy broke up Ifa k disbWeririfaahnet**^^* 
left tpe place. Hflton,; with as ^Mii|y of • Ms oficefTs' mj^ 
men as dfd not choose to rtin a*ay, iHjtii'ed toCaifc6rbay|^ 
2^nd there waited Airther oW^rs. The Qoverikbt wtis' 
much displeased Ivitih th^ cdfid^dt bf Mi-ai' *!»WaM.: 
Wright, but Hikon hatf the go6A fohuAi to'siftc^rie'bfe ^61 
probation, and received from hiiiiht 'fblltJ*ring''t^tt^ii.* 
mentary and cBaralcteristick letter : ' ' '-^i ' ' * 

« no8ton;pJul^ ^i%ii ' 

" My dear kinsman, 

I always had a Just value for you as my gpod kjijisman, 
but much more for yo,ur steady service ^r kni' love to 
your country^ I have not neglected wrifing to j^ou* as be- 
ing displeased, for I am notso^^youi being the. .only, offi- 
cer ag^nst whom I have no eoriaplaint. But tmlyi S^^ I 
wasncyer so surprised by what the enemy can' dbagaihst; 
tae, as I am at this intolerable ungoveriied temper ^nd 
base cowardice of my people. I iprvj you to be steadjr 
to Colonel Hutchinson and the gentlemen in cooMnand, to 
assist Colonel March. You have a brave Virginia prize 
in Port Royal harbour, and by and by will have the stpr^^ 
ship : and if you will be content to stay twenty days ai^ 
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PqpL Rqj^ tb£jr willlde9ert wd come over to ypn^ How*?, 

eyc^y 1^ the gQverjdojr.)^e pbejed ancl all' will Be welL . 

\^ .. J* DUDLEY. 

.,'3C^e,;afw^ .was. (i^^ ojptlered.l^ck, and three- 

g^[emei>/of the (^ounpHn M^ssachoselta were to direct 
it&^qEi9'v^jD>^nt^ Bu,t the oSic^cs an^ inea wer;e.diphearieBr 
ed.rapd.dijigusted^ilh t]^e£ervIce,.sothat liitIe,could be 
hoMd froD^ their enterprise and but Uttfe was jefiected- 
A^terCol* Hfltoahadfreceived orders to rctpru to Port 
I^^al,ic addressed the following letter tp. his wife,*; 
which ^hpws the feeUngs of the armj; iti r^g^rd to ^ their 
e;(pe^|^oa^ and at the same time the moriil and religipns 
cMracter of the writer* • If it is not writteavexadl^ ia the 
spirit and liianaer of the Military men o[ the present day, 
it.b perhaps none the wor^e for th^ variance. 

;/: .''Ctacolortj July I6ih^ 1707. , 

^I c^ii^t: bpt take all .opportuni;:ies to salute you. I do 
e^rnf fitly unbrace thjs tsyeiast before our. departure. ^ 

L Notwi^hstandiog a thousand di$cuUys in our way, it^s 
ordered that ye fleet prepare to takey.e signal for weigjii- 
iig. anchor tpo^orraw*. The soldiers a;re. utterly averse 
sn^ wUi # be6t be butpas^ye |i)l returning to Port Roy- 
al) Just aA.prisof^ers are t^aaspqrted i, neveryelessaf Prov* 
iid^EK^^.K^^dYaatogesihtopHr bands there, they will ea- 
gerly /embraqathi^m^ 4nd ii/, lire obtain victory, Got) will 
naw h^fve^a muqh greater share in our songs of' triumph. 

Dear Ileaiht, pray hard for us and cheerfully commit 
to yeal|niffbiy> protection. 

Tour Ibviiig, lOving husband, 

WINTHKOP HILTON." 
' Fy th^ last of August, aitother iaeffectual attack bad 
been made on Port Royal, and the army returned, as 
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' 'NSott. WkiChrop.lIU(bii<marri«d Ann WHfeoo of Exeter, who^ after. 
%iii^Ui]s{immM Capt, Joftalbiui WwAMgh Qf Exet^, and died 
Maroh8,'1%44< The children. of Col. Hiltoo were fiye. dai^hieri^ 
and one mii, to wit, Winthrop, a poathamoos bhlld, bora l^ec. Sl^ 
1 Y 1 0, about cik mon tfas after hi« fatber^s death. * He aurr Hed Widow 
Wigigrin orijfidally Marth» Weeks of Greenland. Tlieir efaildr^a 
ffbrc/l.' Winthrop, of New-Mavk^t, wbo was killed by the^/ail bf » 
tree in. North weodrJao. 1775, leartnfr, children, vie. AjMlreir^ Win*- 
throp, Sarah and Iohabod4 2. Ichabod, who died, in Utafch, 16212^ 
aj^ed 82. Hia.ehildrea weri^- Winthrop ofNev-Marlbef^SiUBnBa aM 
Anil* 



Belknap says, ^^sicklj, fatigued, disheartened, and asham- 
-edfbut with no greater loss than sixteen killed and as ma- 
ny wounded." , 

During the remainder of his life, Colonel Hilton was 
much employed ii^ the service of his country — in scour- 
ing the, woods^ ranging the coast and pursiung the enetti;f» 
He was constantly growing in the confidence of the Gov- 
ernor and the affections oithe people. The military op- 
'Craitkms'of the Province^ were principally eirtru^ted to bis 
care, and were conducted with prudence and decision and 
to the satisfaction of all concerned. His prospects 
were bright and promising : but his life was brought to a 
close in the midst of his usefulness. His sun went down 
mt noon, and went down in blood. 

' He was concerned in the mastiiig business, and on the 
23d of June, 1710, went with a number of men into that 
part of Exeter which is nowEpping to peel the bark from 
some trees that were felled for masts. The Indians, who 
•bad been long wmtching for such an opportunity^ prepar- 
ed their ambcuh, and Imowiiig^lie colonel's determination 
not to be carried into captivity, and fearing to give hia 
an opportunity to defend hims)elf,they brought him down at 
th^ first fire. Two of his party ^11 with him; two were 
taken prisoners, and the rest fled. Dudley Hilton, g 
brother of the colonel, was; of this party, and was never 
heard of after the attack, though his remains were 
not found on the field of carnage. The Indians, ela- 
ted with their victory, mangled the bodies of the fall- 
en, struck their hatchet into the cololiePs brains, left a 
lanoe in his heart, and aware of the danger of pursuit, re- 
treated with uncommon rapidity. As soon as the news 
of this disaster reached the garrison, one hundred men 
were collected to pursue the enemy, but in vain. They 
brought in the mangled i)odies of the dead, and wept with 
the relatives of thie deceased over their own, and their 
country's loss. '* The colonel, respected and lamented- 
by all who knew him, was buried with the honors due to 
his rank and character,'' in his own field on the West 'bank 
of Lamprey river, by the side of his American an'iestors,' 
where several of his descendantsof four generations have 
since been gathered around him. A cluster of wild rose 
bushes grows rank on his grave,and the inscription on his 
moss-covered monument shows when a brave and a good 
man died, and where the remains of 'him who sincerely 
loved and faithfully <;erved both God and his country, 
have long since mouldered into dust. 
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CAPT. EDWARD JOHNSON, 

Theearbf Historian of NevhEngland, with tome egclwU 
from his History rtkuing' to J^tuhHan^hiren 

(The following article was written a few years since b j 

one of the editors of these Collections, and published 

^ 091 the 16th.of Jufie, 1819, in the Olnmbian Ccwiliiiel, 

■' from wltichitis now copied with a few slight altera- 

tionsj 

The m^noty of those to whom we are indeliCed,in any 
part, for the inraluable privileges we enjoy, most ever be 
dear to posterity. The fathers of New-England are 
among the first entitled to our grateful recoUeciftions. 
To th^m belongs the honour of first exfdorkig our coub* 
try, and preparing it for the abodes of civilized life. 

The subject of this short memoir is known to those ac- 
quainted with our early history, as the autfamr of an His- 
torical Tr^ct, with the running title of ^ Wonder-working 
{Vovidence of Sion's Saviour in New-England,'^ which 
hes become so exceedingly rare, that the publishing com* 
mittjee of the Historical Society of Massachusetts, lor 
1913, cosmea^ed the re-pnblication of it in the second 
volume, second series of Uieir valuable Collections. It 
was continued in the third, fourth, and seventh vohunes 
to the eighth, in which it was concluded. 

At a very early period of the settlement of Massaebu« 
setts, Capt. Johnson emigrated from the county of Kent, 
in England, and came to Charlestown, where he readed 
about ten years. IJis name is on the first list of persona 
desiring to be made freemen, on the 19th October, 16a0, 
some of whose names are given in Prince's Annals of 
New-En£land« It occm's again under 18th May, 1631, 
among those who took their oaths to the government of 
the colony. Charlestown was settled before Boston, and 
at first was considered the parent settlement of the colo* 
ny* But in a short tiaie, the principal part of the inhabi- 
tants removed to Boston, then Shawmut. Capt. Johnson, 
Secretary If owell and Rev. Mr. James remained, and as- 
sisted in the formation of a new church at Charlestown, 
which was organized 2d November, 1633. By this 
church he was chosen one of the committee to erect a 
new church and town, now called Wobum, which was 



frOQiClia^leslowato Wo^HO^, where hi$ ?w^ chioaeq rcr 
por4er,,and C50fitij[>med tp keep the records till \hlU In 
the formation pf the church in that place^ of whicjh he 
has given such a particular account, he probaiWy topk ^n 
acfive ai^d important part. He was shosen the first drp* 
\k\y from Wobum to the Qeperal Coprt, ^d continued I0 
fepp^eat the town with. but Uttle ioterruptipn while bt 
liyed... In 1644, he was arpp<Hnted to the epnimand of the 
milit^y ;band.in Woburn, which, he. niQde%ti^ «ays in his 
l^i^tory, was " led fay another Kentish C2^p♦^Jln^" referring 
to papt, SknOn WiUard, . of Concord, afterwards Majojr 
'Willardi ^bo «^lso emigrate from th^ county of Kont. 

Jin the disti^^b8nces between the colony and Samuel 
Gorton and his company, he lyas apfjotntea by the Gedt 
era! Court one of the cammissioners to hear and deter- 
mine the controversy on the spot. . Th^ commissioners 
were also invested with military power ; they repaired to 
Warwjck, where Gorton resided ; seized him ana his part 
ty, and carried them to Boston. 

Jn 1660, Capt, Johason was associated with Gov. Brad^ 
street, Maj. Gen* Denison, Hon. Thomas Danfortb, 
Rev* Messrs.. Mather, Norton, Corbet and Mitehel, and 
four others, as a committee to meet at Boston/Ho consid* 
er df\d debate such matter or thing of publick concernr 
ment, touching our patent, laws, privileges, and duty to 
his Majesty, as they in their wisdom shall judge roost ex^ 
pedient, and draw »p the result of their apprehensions, 
ai^d present the^aiae to the next session for concurrenco 
and approbation, sp. that if the will of God be, we may 
^peak and act tfaa same thing, becoming prudent, 4ione»t, 
conscientious and faithfiil men.'' The answer of this re^'^ 
erend and honorable committee, signed by Thon>as> Dan** 
forth, is given in the appendix of Gov. Hutchinson's His* 
tory of Massachusetts. 

It is evidence that Capt. Johnson was strongly attached 
(30 the rights and privileges of the old charter, and highly 
regarded for his integrity and honesty, by his being se^ 
Iccted in 1664, with Gov. Bellinghana, Maj. Gen. Lever- 
ett and Capt. Clarke, of Boston, to receive the charter and 
a duplicate of it in open court, and directed " to dispose 
of them as might be most safe for the country.'^ This 
^as about the time when the rights of the charter were 
expected lobe invaded by the royal commissioners ap« 
pointed by Charles II. 



• In th€ civil and ri^ligiotis afiBU^-brtVobanr, icylhi priSf* 
perky of which hUi scirvices were so essiShtial, and where^ 
for about thkny years/they were Actively engaged in it« 
behalf, he appears tb have enjoyed the utmost cmfidezice 
of his fellow citieens. 

It appears that he was distinguished for those princ> 
«les of piety and religion which actuated the Fathers of 
JWew-Englaod. With the©, he had hisprejodices, whicfi 
ied him zealously to condemn Ihe printjiples and conduct 
oF- those edrly sectaries- Nn^hich disttirbed'theqviet^yf the 
first churches His caution in liiB history, never tomake a 
UoMue with any of those 9ecj[arif«5,til^hl hare been better 
folTo^red than that spirit of "persecution^ whfch the early 
in agistratos cherished towards those who dissented from 
them in religious feelings and principks* 

Capt. Johnson died at Woburi at an adx^anced age, 
22d April, 1672. 

That be was the author of the History attributed Co him, 
ibough it doe^ not appear with his name, has been satis* 
factorily proved. It contains, says the annalist of New- 
fingland, ^' many particulars of thebeeinningofoursevlBr- 
al churches, towns, and colonies, which appear in no oth- 
er writer.'* The title page is as follows : " A History of 
New England. f*rom the English planting in the Teere 
1G28, iintill the yeere 1652, Declaring the form of their' 
government, civil, military, and ccclesiastique. Their 
wars with the Indians, their troubles with the Gortonistsi, 
^nd other Heretiques. Their manner of gathering of 
Churches, the commodities of the Country, and descrip* 
tton of the principall Towns and Haven, with the grckt 
<^courageinents to increase Trade betwixt tbem and (Nd 
England. With the names of all* their Gotcrnouirs, Ma-'^ 
pstrates, and eminent Ministers," &c. It was printed in 
London in 1654. 

The posterity of Capt. Johnson are very numerous^ 
Four of his sons* are mentioned in the early records of 
Woburn. Hon. William Johnson attained to seveirar 
military and civil offices of rank and importance. He 
appears as one of the deputies of ikl^ General Court of 

* Robert Johnson, who graduated at Ilaryard College, in 1645, is 
Apposed by Mr. Wintbrop of Catnbridge, to have been one of to, 
eons, and it is most likeljr was his oldest. He is probably referred 
to in the foUowing notice from tbe Wonderworking "PnrJ under 
1640. Af^r giriog an accovnt of a nmnber of the eariy gradnaM* 
the author says, ^Another of the first frnits of this CoIlegA is (wa^hy*;^ 
Jtd in these western parts in Meris, one of the Sommer liiands*** 



J^rd5ofthe,pouacU,,arM<?le8 ,of} higH7imi«^W^B<)c,4?>^ 

Sir Edmund Andross. When Sir Edmund was deposed 
in 1689, he was one of the " Council for the safety of the 
people and conservation of the-'peace," and signed the or- 
der directed to John Piper, commander of the castle, for 
the delivery ^<M4i?vt,f^n44»J<^^tpcC»^ 

The new charter was obtained m io90. Major John*- 
i|an,.witti T^imi-J: Qovv.%ftfoi?it^iWjKi^hadok^R'e|ec4ed 
l:or.M=^;i>fi»k w4e^ tkp/pld^fciyjGr,^. was e»<j}p^d>fco»t 
%^t)#r^j^i tfefti^Mr,goy«n>ff|eiU,n Tt^ey; were,, pays Ga\> 
cfeaWSferigMUy a|tgche4 tf?,.^^?ipld.5:toi?tsr„^d ^mu 
.. JmJLW^^ j^e^ch^rrt^i;] qq^do^i)?!;,, P?Fff<fiP 
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iloitratt$ from' CapU JoTi^iojuJs ffistory of ^ezo-En^faric^ 

= UCCOt/NT'OFDOVER, 

''About tw tkof « [1641} thf; people inh<abiting the 
Town of Dpve«',.altli9ugh tjiey. Jay out of any of the^a 
Colonies menxioned, (y/ct hearing and seeing with what 
sweet harmony, both in Churches and civil Governraenti 
the Mattachusets peopled patten was carried' on'pr6sper-K 
ously) de«ir^ gredtly t^ juboak^ iinto the (lame, fey put^ 
ting themselves upder their protection; and for that end 
they petitioned their General Court to admit of^tkom, and 
administer Justice ^s occasion served, by the baxkis of 
iheir godly Magistrates, which accordingly was granted, 
and they hare been partakers of the benefit hitherto,, hav- 
ing also the benefit of some Minister to preach unto them, 
till it pleased God to fit stones by the continual hewing of 
bis word for his Temple-work^ and they gather a Church 
according to the* tiile of the word and called to [the] of- 
fice of a Pastor one M.' Maude,* both godly and dihgent 
in the work; This Towftissoiioate upon Pascata^ue riv- 
.«r, lying to the Northeast of Boston, which river, al- 
though It be not nigh so broad as Merrimack rive r,3^et it 

f^fiev. Daoiel Maud, who wm settled in 1^4*2 and dieJ in 1655.} 



«9^ ft^fimm^^/mrb^. 

it6t<i{;f 'tMl«^,' WHicH Has causeff- one bt* tvtr6 SaW iSSO^ 
MW^imeiatiA'i'nhiiva'ihtj baVef St gooB ' fauaBttty of 
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flS^re, fi*^ tret€<wes^in9 CSttWff^f tH8f*MdS^ tW^n^ 
com0 let Ac grf^t «lifi^fall^irf'artir price;* 'imch tU^ 
have about 450 head : And for the form of this towne, 
it is tike a Flower-de-lace^iwa^treets of houses wheeling 
off from the maine body thereof. The land is fertile, but 
filled wiUi swamps, and soo^e store, of rocks. The People 
ttt about 60 Families^ being gathered together in 
Church covenant, they call to office the reverend, grave, 
and gracious Mr. Douhqn, [fiev.TiBaothjDalton, settled 
1639 ; died 1661] having also for some little space of 
time the more ancient IVfr. Batcbelor ftjfWhbm you-have 
h^ard in the fortnet^ Bbol^ !b preacn- unto theiri 'aJiSo ; 

here take a short remembrance of the other.' ' 

.' .. ■ ■ • • . ' ' ■ •• . '■ • 

Dooltws dbth tcaoh psnpteuoatiy nftd tomi^y 

Wilk wlioteaome Crmtbt of Cfarist the fkufSt dothilv^, 
Tfa^r iioiioiir with ihy labbor doth ftbonadj 

Agfe crowns thy faeftd in tig^teonsnesft, prodeed 
^ "f^ hatter downe» ro6( up, and quite destroy . ' 

All Heresies, and Errors, that draw hack 
tJnto perdition, and Christ's folks annoy : 

To war for hint thou weapons dost not lack : 
. Lob; dayea to see, that longM-ibr day to coo^, 

Of BabePs falf^ and Israers quiet peace : 
Thou yet maist H?e of days so g^at a sum 

ICo spe tills work, (et not thy warfiire ceas&*^ . 



NOTICE OT tHE MESS*i cJdWd&TS. iftt 

Jfoiicts of Rev*^ Seaborn Cotton afidltev. JoitA Cotton, 

(f HampUm* ' ' 

The Rev. Scabotn Cotton is the cortimoh aricestdr of 
most; if not aU, of this name in New4Idiiipshir^. He 
was a sen of tire Rer* John Cottod, of Boston^ ^nd was 
born at sea, in August, 1633, while his parents were on 
their voyage to New-England. Rev. John Cotton was 
son pf Roiaoid ^CtttoB^ auid wifdi>dni af Derby, Dee. ' 4, 
158£. ' Hk nkonridd EU^abeth* Horrocksi^ arid aftferwdrdb 
8arab;Blory^ by ilrhDn» he iaA^^lkiB jebiHwetu fieab6ra' 
ivasthisri^ldeit<sokl.; He gvidtatiad^Harvardi Golkg^:' 
in! 165d^:initfae.GataiogAe6f wbiob'^hii name iei latiniAflld 
fay Marigintu> . He ^ai-ordbifioi^ Hamptop ift'tSBD, "a^, 
successor of Rev. John Wheelwright, and died in IGBQf. 
sged*i3*yeaf^i. He was sii^ede4'^ bis- s<mb,> Ret*. JMin 
Oatt9B,/ii> 1696^ who coDiitAied ifilh? mmaeitj abomlA 
)rean^ and died iil^l 710^ ^aged'^M. During i^^^adjimit^ 
ttation.of Gor«. Crtinfield, UeniHt* Mopdey, ^of Pbrter 
mouth; was. impnaoned far revising tr admiiiiBter tfa^tsa* 
i:rament ia him. ' 7-he next. weelq, the govemor sent wOtd 
fo Mi*« CattOD, that ^ wbtn he had prepared his soitl, to 
would come and demand the sacrament of hhR^as be bad 
done at Portsmouth*'' This threat ittduced Mr. Cotion 
to* withdraw io.Boaton, where be remained till the dan- 
ger of his being obliged to comply witbabe governror'a 
requididon had ceased. Mr* Cotton was esteemed a good 
echoiar, and an able preacher. We have not ascertain- 
ed that any of hts works were published* A vobune of 
bis manuscript sermons is lodged in the archives of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society. The character of bis 
son. Rev. Jolin Cottoai, is given in the foifewing manner^ 
by the Rev. Jabez Pitch, of Portsmouth, in bis. manu«> 
script History of New-Ham^hire, a work of whaeh the 
Rev. Dr. Belknap makes some use in hb valuable Histo^ 
Ty of thM state. ** He was a person erf great learning 
and intejifrity, much given to hospitality, very pleasing 
and profitable, facetious and isstructive in his conversa- 
tion ; affable, courteous ^nd obliging in his carriage to 
an ; and unfversally beloved ; accurate in his sermtfns, 
and vdry industrious in his preparations for the pulpit." 
An original letter of Mr. Cotton has been lately publish- 
ed in the "Old Colony Memorial," a very usefiil paper^ 
-printed at Plymoath, Ms. 
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tSft ^ JJ^0;P»3K REV. JOSIAH iSS^AKHQ^ 

J^etict qf the Rto, Josiah Stiaws, of Epfing^ 

[We extract the following note respecting the Rev. Mr^ 
Steams, from President Alden's Cpllection of Ameri* 
can Epitaphs, &€. Mr. Stearns was. a worthy clergy- 
man, and died at Epping^, July 2S, im, at the age of 
57yearsJ .... - 

/The reverend Josiah Stearns origiitiited Irom a^repiita' 
Wc. family,; which Came, fitom England and/ fiiaed its a*- 
bode' in Watcrtowii, MtetksadiUsetts, n^ith the -KBifly set- 
ters of that placei. I^hat branch.of. this family, from 
Michhd proceeded, rcimdved to BiUerica, when mostly 
a wildefness, wherfei several, lineal desccndanls'stflll re- 
sidei- ' • ■' .''Vi; ' • . ' • •.•.'•••.• 

i fMr.. Stekrns^ was bottl^ m Biticrica^ of *rorthv aiid pioat 
^6nts, ia- JaBuaFy^ 1782. At thoBsualage hcswas put 
to' schbol,^ where he .sooil» ^iscdViel-fed, siich powers of 
mind, diiigence in application, and -sobriety of conduct, 
as attracted the ^ecdal notice of. hisinsl3!i]|Ctor and indue* 
ed him to uree upon his parents the «pediency of giving 
Win a liberal education. His kindly suggestion had the 

desired effect* 

At the age of fifteen yeark Mr. Stearns was admitted an 

alumnus df Harvard college and received his baccalaureate 
in 17514 From his first entering on a course of classical 
studies, to. become a ministei* of th^ gospel was his sole 
object. To this hd ha J been solemnly devoted by his pi- 
ous parents 5 and, on leaving the university, commenced 
his theolc^ical studies prcparatoi'y to the important work* 
At the age of about "51, he began to preach to Very great 
and general acceptance. The eyes of many in different 
places were soon fixed upon him as their intended pdst<»' ; 
but, not feeling himself prepared, at that early period, to 
take the charge of a parish, he declined, for a while, 

E reaching as a candidate for settlement,, and employing 
imself in occasional ministerial labours, in the further 
prosecution 6f his theological studies, and, at the same 
time, in teaching a school. 

During this season, he married Sarah Abbot, of Ando»< 
ver, a lady of a respectable family and of exemplary ph- 
cty^ 1)7 wJbom he had six children, three soils and three 
daughters, .^fter much serious reflection and prayerful 
inquiry,"the path of dtity was made plain to him. Re- 
lying on divine help, he now resolv^ to enter on tbo 
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«omentous duties of a parbchial charge, wherever God ' 
in his providence should see fit to point the way. • .'. 

In a short time he received a call from three different 
places where h)e had previously officiated. Eppinjp; in ' 
New-Hampshire, then the la^an his mind in pOmt of eli- 
gibility^ was the region designed by the great Head of 
the church for his subsequent ipaportaht servicps. Here 
he was ordained on the 8th of Marchi 1 758 ; and, in this 
part of the vineyard he continued to labour for more 
than thirty years, with uncommon faithfulness and zeal, 
till a few months before his death, which was occasioned 
by a scrofulous complaint. He was greatly respected 
and esteemed by a numerous and affectionate people.. 
Pew men, in any age, have supported a fairer christian or 
ministerial character. His religious sentiments were 
drawn- from the sacred fountain, and he called no man 
Piaster on. earth. That he might know the truth, be stud- 
ied the scriptures in their original with unremitting dili- 
gence, and was so thoroughly acquainted wkh every part 
of the Bible, that he could readily cite the chapter and 
verse, where almost any text was to be found. He was 
eminently blessed with a clear and discriminatine mind,a 
sound judgment,' and retentive memory. The doctrines 
of his faitn were essentially those of the reformation. 
T^hese were thegroundof his own hope, and these he 
preached with great plainness and solemnhv, as may be' 
judged from his occasional discourses^ published before 
and since his decease. Iti prayer h« greatly excelled, «nd, 
although often prolix, yet there was a remarkable variety, 
^ appropriateness, and fervency in his addresses to tne 
tlirone of grace. In ecclesiastical councils, his Apinpn 
was often sought and much appi'oifed. H« was a lover of 
good men, and especially of his iM^eChren in the ininistry | 
and, although his income was small, his bouse was jal- 
ways open for their cordial reception. In a uniform, strict, 
and conscientious observance of the sabbath, his exam* 
pie was like that of the first settlers of New-England. 
His life, indeed, was a happy confiment vpon the doc- 
trines which he taught. Whatever he enjoined upon oth- 
ers, he made it his constant practice to do himself to the 
extent of his power. 

Mr. Stearns was an ardent friend of his country and 
an able defender of her rights. When the revolutionary 
contest commenced, he took an active and decided part 
in opposition to the ungenerous and impolitic measures of 
fireat Britain. He believed the American cause to be 
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the ^qseof Grod ami that k woa}d prey^iL So strong 
was nis confid^nci; in this. Be was often heard to saj, that, 
through the whole st;riiggle|he, at no time, for half an hour, 
expenenced a doubt of the final successful issue. He 
was a member * of the first provinc W Congress, Some 
of' his family were in the field, daring the greater part 
of the war, sometimes two and sometimes three at a time, 
and ne sacrificed most of his worldly interest in support 
of ^he American pause.. 
He buried his first wife, 5th November, I766,and in Sep- 
tember of the fallowing year, married Sarah Rnggles, a 
(laughter of the reyerena Samuel Ruggle?, for many years 
the worthy pastor of the church in Billerjca, by whooi^ 
as by his former consort, be had six children^ three son» 
wd three daughters. 



Biographical SkeMh ^fNOAH WORCESTER, Esq. 

, ffoAH Worcester, {I$q. was the youngest son of Rev. 
f'rancis Woj^cesteir, a, miniater of S^pdwich, in Massa- 
chusetts, who was a great-grandson of |ley« WilUa^gi 
^Vorcester,* th^ first minister in Salisbury in the s&m^ 
s^te* Rev. Francis W- rcnioved.witi^ his femily to Holt 
iU» T^*M» in 1750, where he died in 1783, at ^e age of 
&.4 J^?i^* '^^ subjept of thjs notice was borai at Sand-> 
fripn, Oct. 4tb, 1735; removed to |IoUis with, the &mi- 
Ijp, ai^d died ther/Sf August 13, 1817^ ^ed 8^^ Hi&^d^ 

*Tlbere is a dirersitj^ with reg^ard bott^ to the cbmti^ oaiKte, and 
aU^ {be orthd^fapby of the stjrname, of the first minister of Salis- 
bdry. la lohnsod^s Hist, of Neir-England, *nb pzgc 952 of these 
CdllMslioni, be is called " the roTere&d aed graoiou^ iTodty, JML 
ThomtuW^oi^rJ'^ In tb^ b<iok entitJed '* PMine Pe>Uo9« or Neve 
froinNew-Eag^lapd^'* by Thomas L^ebford, pciiued in 1642, bisDatne 
Is written Mr- J^or^Ur without the christian n^tpe. But bj^ the 
SlUsbnry records, it appears that bis name was William. JForfetfcr^ 
and it is thus writteft by Dr. Cotton Mather le hit Mag^ealla* W 
ffAft an ordained minisli^r in England r one of the Paritan8» who fled 
frooi peniecutioii, near t,be beginning of the Bettleai#n^ of thi^eone* 
try. The cbaron ^t ^aysbury was the e^ght^entb th^^ was estab- 
lished in Massacbuiiettd eolony, being* planted in 1638, and the same 
year Mr. Worcester was settled as pastor. Two other brothers came 
oyer from Sngflaod., one oi whom settled in CeaBeotk)ttt, and from 
Li'ia waa desoended^ener^l David Woostor,who wM mortally wonn.* 
ded at Eidgfield, Ajnfil.l^t, 1777, inoppcsing a detachment ot Britii:!^ 
troops, whose object waa to destroy the poblick stores at Dabbury^ 
Conn. '• ' 



KQTXCK OF JiOMl WORC£&T£R, tS(i, i^t 

vantage? for education in fearly life were vpry limitc^ut 
' the powers of his mind were naturallj good, and much im- 

proved by reading ; and he was much respected for bis 
intelligence, vigour of mind, and strict integrity. In 
1775, he received a commission of Justice of the Peace 
for the county of Hillsborough, and by successive ap- 
pointments, was continued in that office till his decease, 
and was extensively employed in official and publick bu- 
siness. For upwards of sixty years^ he wa8 a distin- 
guished member of the. Congregational xhurch in Hollis ; 
was exemplary in the duties of nis Christian profession — 
active and zealous in promoting the interests of religion 
in the town. For many years he was afflicted with 
hypocondria, and was. subject to those infirmities and 
sufferings that are its usual Qonco^itanta. But in the last 
years of his life, he was eminent lor equanimity and 
cheerfulness of temper, and for patience und^v the trials 
he was called to endure. He retained his mental facul- 
ties in a remarkable manner, and possessing an tincom- 
monly i*etentive memory, he hgtd a fresh recollection of 
the events of his early life, and was a very cheerful and 
pleasing companion. He had long contemplated hi& dis- 
solution flot only with composure, but with the animating 
h9pe^ of the Cnristian. Several of his last years weri? 
doubtless among the happiest of bis life ; and few per- 
haps have better exemplified- the following representation 
of virtuous old age by Dr. Percival. ",To the intelli- 
gent and virtuous, old age presents a scene of tranquiF 
enjoyments, of obedient appetites, of well regulated at. 
fections,of maturity in knowledge, and of calm prepara- 
tion for immortality. In this serene aad dignified state, 
placed as it were, on the confines of the two worlds, the 
mind* of a good man reviews what is past with humble 
confidence in the mercy of God, and with devout aspira- 
tions towiards his eternal and ef er increasing favour." 

He was twice married, and had sixteen children, sev- 
en by the first marriage, and nine by the second. Of his 
five sons by his first marriage, four were ministers of the 
gospel, viz. — Rev. Noah Worcester, D. D. of Brightaoi 
Mass.; Rev. Leonard Worcester, A.M. Peacham, Ver* 
^ mont; Rev. Thomas Worcester, A. M. of Salisbury, in 

this State ; and Rev, Samuel Worcester, D. D. late of 
Salem, Mass. These have all been distinguished for their 
various publications and literary attainments. The fifth 
son is Mr. Jesse Worcester, President of the Hollis 
branch of the M. P. Soc. and father to Mr. Joseph E. 



NOTICE OF HON^ WILLIAM GOEDON. 

Worcester, Author of the Universal Gazetteer, Gazetteer 
of the United States, and several valuable geographical 
publications. 
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Notice 0f ihe Hon. Willum GaRDOv, Jlf« C. 

Hon. William Gordon of Amherst, was descended 
from Mr. James Gordon of Stranraer, " of a good ancient 
family in Scotland."* His intermediate ancestors were 
bis grandfather, Mr. James Gordon, an eminent merchant 
in Boston, and his father Capt. William Gordon, one of 
tiie oflScers of the Cape Breton expedition. At an early 
age, he entered Harvard College and received its honours 
in 1779.^ He engaged in the learned and arduous pro- 
fession of law, in which his talents and integrity sood 
procured him an ample portion of business and fame» 
In 1 794, he was elected a'p^nator in the State Legislature ; 
inl796, a representative to Congress, in which oflSce hej 
remained till 1800. He was at the same time Regi^er 
of Probate for the county of Hillsborough. After he 
retired from Congress, he was apppnled Attprney-Gen- 
-cral, and sustained that office till his death, which occur- 
red in Boston on. the 8th of May, 1802, at the early pe* 
Tiodof lifeof 39 years. 

The character of Mr. Gor(lon was thus delineated iq 
the public Journals of the day.—" His mind was not less 
adorned with learning than nis heart with every manly 
virtue. His friendship was sincere — his benevolence 
active. Integrity strongly marked his. character. — Aa 
independence of spirit and correctness of thought, raised 
liim above the prejudices of party, the meanness of av» 
arice and the frowns and flatteries of the world.'' 



*MS. letter of James Gordon, dated StraDraer, March 31, 171&— 
19. To that place, which is a borougfh in Wlgtonahirc, ad Loch« 
Ryan, in Scotland, he was Lknd and Tide Surveyor. He died abonl 
Ike year 1739. 



■^^ ECCLESIASTICAL RECORDF: «» 

EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS 

OF THB 

' Convenlitm of Ministers in NefA-Hdmpshire. 

[These, records commence July 28, 1747, and are reg* 
tilarly continued till SepU 32,1774, after which, during 
the revolutionary struggle, the meetings of the Conved- 
:tiQn,appear to have been suspended. The records apu 
pear principally in the hand writing of Rev. Ward CoU 
ton, of Hampton, Rer. Dr. Haven, of Portsmouth, and 
Bev. Mr. afterwards Dr. Belknap, of Dover.] . 

^ > Whereas a Number of Ministers of the Province cf 
N. Hampshire, in private'iConference, considering the 
'ffecetoity of Hctrmony, Peabe and good onler among the 
Churches, could not hiiX think there was great .Need of 
Union amon^ the Ministers, and their most pmd^at, hear-* 
tyand ananimous Endeavours, to promote such valuable 
Ends, and to gUard the Cbarehes against every thing that 
might shock tneir Foundation or corrupt their Doctrini^, 
Thet determined by Letiets to acquaint the Congrega- 
tional MJt^isters of Uie Provmce with their Desire of a 
general Meeting ; which they accordingly did^ Where- 
upon a Number of them, viz. Rev. Messrs. Odling, Sen. 
and Jan. of Eiteter, Allen of Greenland^ Rust of Strat- 
ham, Cushing of Dover, Whipple of Hampton,*** Blmit of 
New-Castle^ Cotton of Hampton, Moody of New-Mar* 
ket, Gookin of Hampton,t Parsons of Rye, Parsons of 
South-Hampton, Emery of Nottingham, Main of Roch- 
ester, Coffin of Kingston, Fogg of Hampton % and Lang- 
don of Portsmouth, met at Exeter, on the twenty-eighth 
day of July, 1747, an account of the proceedings of* 
which meeting follows. 

Province of New- ^ At a meeting of a number of Minis- 
Hampshire, Jqly > ters of the Province at Exeter, in or- 
38, 1747. 3 der to consult proper methods to pro- 

mote the general good of the Churches according to tbo 
above mentioned design, after humble supplication at the 
throne of grace for direction, it was voted, 1. That a 
Moderator be chosen. 2. That the Rev. Mr. John Odlin 
be Moderator of said meeting. 3. That the Rev. Mr. 
Heory Rust be Clerk, and Rev. Mr. Jonathan Cashing be 
Assbtant. 
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And that our disputes may be mandg^ fairly without 
any hazard of misrepresentations to the advantage of the 
^•. hole body, or . of particular ^oemb^rs — Voted, — ^That 
no member of this meeting shall divulge any thing that 
-shall be offered by any particular fiiember of the Socie- 
ty, in any a&ir that may be privately debated ^ftiotig 
them. . ^ 

After this, it being proposed by some of the Minister^, 
-present, that there should be some form of wbrds dtkwn 
up and assented to, comprebeading the articks of our 
iaith as to makers of,revelation| after much debate thero- 

on, r 

Voted, that it is not expedient at this time, all things 

considered, fcnrus to make aoy decimation withi r^iqpect 

to our f^itb m points of dioctrtiie* After this 

. V0tc4, Tha^ acoimaiitee be chosen io <Son$iiH iogfithn^ 

'^d prepare, something to be laidibefone the MioisterSy 

.tending t^ promote some of the great cisds ^ ew- oieel:- 

itig, dnd ifaat the following peraoes be this cc«unit|ee,v»« 

Rev. Messrs. Odiin, sen. CusbUig, BIiiint^Gookin«ad Cof- 

.fin. ••• 

After this Rev. Mr. Allen ^^neltided this: day's smeeting 
.with prayer, attd then the meeting waa ad^umed to 
next ttiomriii;g at nine o'docli:.;'; ,- ; 

Wednesday, July 29. Mfet accorditig tj© adjounim^it, 

when the committee chosen for that pprpose having drawn 

^p several things, which they thought proper to be offer- 

•ied,,ihe following articles were considered and voted, vi«. 

Whereas there have been divers errours in doctrine df 
late propagated by some ignorant and enthusiastical per- 
sons, and practices encouraged contrary to the rules of 
peace and holiness; We, being desirous of doing aj^l in 
our power consistent with our office towards r^orming 
such errours and disorders, (wherjeby we are persuadM 
God has been greatly dishonoured, the Holy S^rit griev- 
ed, and the prepress of the glorious Gospel greatly ob- 
structed) and adTOncing the kingdom of the Redeemer, 
agree and resolve as follows. 

1. That we will to the best of curability, both in our 
publick ministrations and private conversation, maintalin 
and promote the great and important doctrines of the 
€rospel,according to the form of sound words, delivered to 
us by Christ and his Apostles. 2. That we will tahe par- 
ticular notice of several doctrinal errours, which have 
more remarkably discovered themselves of late in sever- 
al places am^ig some persons, who would Ko^m^teafeus oi 



refigion^ wch as, 1*. Tliat wving faith m nothing biA a 
{Her^uasion ^faat Christ dwd M me jn fxailkular* 8. 'Tfaa^ 
tn^raltty is not of Ike (essenee 'of Ck^intisxaltyi - a Tbalt 
God Bern no sin in bis ohikbiem '4^ THat b^liereiHr 2Ut 
fmtiBsd &Qm et^Btmtjw A* Thaai do meonvieitted iptrwok 
can understand the meaning of the Scriptures. 6* Tliaft 
i»n0tifiG»tion .is no avidemee of jiiftificiiiioiu And Aat 
we will be very imquentiilojipoaiiigthme croufs And' Aa 
Immlcfttiog tlioa* ^puffa Mta whiofa tfi^ miHtiEUi. 3* 
Thitt we ifill^lf'no auans ^ttcoursge ignoraiil ptnons 
who set themaehMis up ibr toadieri^ uraanlaiidkig' ^nift 
what they, nor whereof they affirm ; nor the unpeacea- 
ble practices of those who have broken into other men's 
charges without any sufficient wamant from Scripture or 
reaaeri^vh^religr the peaoe^aod ofder of the Cybwoh^ 
es has been much broken apd true religion injured : but 
that we wilt steadily discotmtenance all persons in such un- 
jcrynwrai ■wthcds^sjud-itoy wtthyactice^ which w&efaink 

sO'dtstiiicUr«!9f pflme>«9dhc»^ . 4U;As.^.air0 4a* 
sif ous of strengtheni|)g e^ch other's li^nds and promoting 

brothcriy love, we agree to be as frequent as %e*can cbn- 
vtaiauitty ^ vtsidiig M<^'<Mb^, and 'fueefin|| td^^ 
fqr^lfae.asidilaiipQiBft Altai >we- thittk it cMp e ji m t s' ithaft 
the Idiui^ten or the ProvAnp^ pf .cQu^eg^i^>nal prmci- 
ples who have been regulajrlj^ ordained, meet all togeiner 
once a year, and tbat^ey be formed info associatiohs t6 
mitt «KHn'fr»qipiiitl^tais4b«y iriit^U MN««to unit^ffkYtheilr 
ptajFtti^ fp4 iSlisiit^ModQMragtfif a^*oth«^ tiit w«rk 
of thia^C^Qspeh ^ ., J .f< ' 

5. Wber^i^s we think piety and learning, particularly 
a giilAxlaieqt^ with tw Seripturei^, and a coiiverist' 
tiM as )becraMtf the 0cis}Ml,r -tie^iest^cy qiialificaticais, ai- 
mepg. qthiara meutioMfl hf \k^ . Ap^i^^ in a. fmsfcb^^, /^ 
the Gbspel ; We agree not tO| encourage or approvte any 
as candK&t^ fpr the Ministry till they are recomme^jjed 
by saitte AssOfiiatioti ^ uhlesi^ they afe persons who have 

Seadtediiif s«bAi timeaiMi have been appfrov'ed of by 
iQist^rs* ^d ,,(;;^^rich€9f..aa(}«aiiitft}f '^rnth ib^m* Mi 
whereas the Church of Durham has been, for sovp^^t|tp.?| 
under difficult circimistances and in great confu^/on, aiid 
calls ici^ 66a^«^der ttotfee : 

¥0^ that>Me!Mis. C«ts^ing and Mobdy be a como^iK 
teisito gi^^Uid ^qdito into th^ state of the Churbb, and 
mak^ report at the next me^ti^. .., •. ..'; 



S66 COLLEO£ IN NEV.HABIP8HIRE. ^ 

Votedi that the Rev. Messrs. Walker of Penny-Coot,* 
Stevens of Cocitoocookijt Whittemore' of Sunicook,t WH( 
kihs oi Southr(Iligg^,§ Emerson of NisiSitisset,"^* < M^rritl 
of NottinghaiiH Bayl^y of 'Methueo, ^^ P'^^Cg cfjOhes^ 
aeff,.i»e sent to befiore noaEfs meetug, and invited to jom 
wilh US. 

. Voted, that Rev; Mr. Odtiiiv sen^ or Rev. Mr. Rust 
|»reach a sermon <id cknum at the nex| nte^mg. ^ ■ 

After which, the taieeiin^ ims cbsed with Pray<^, and 
adjenmed' totHamptento the House of Rev.^ lfr.-Co«lock 
«ft the^ second Tuesday of October^ 1 74t r 






r.. £^r> seVdral ye^r& f^eviout. lo* die enraMsnhinffBt o( 
Oarft&bulfi- College, the Cotigregational Hifiiiters of <Ms' 
Province were aniious to fou'ncf a literary institiUion,, tci 

ejnteod^to the people. thttitftd^aiHcQg^ pCedvcatio^^whselr^- 
m ' :coti8e(|u^Ke Hf ^ th^ \ unaettkad state <i£> l^e ' eurMlcy," 
and otkier local dScourdgemfents, ' couW tfot Be 'obtJiined* 
at the institutions' in the neighboring proyihces withovi: 
HMIph kiconveiiieM^^ i^^^i^P^U o( jepjkH«^jr«aeini t^ hmm 
eiristed agaifMt IhlM'phti,' attd^ tboiigh tlk^y -frequ^m 
urged jhe utility, and necessity of a college* upoh* the offi- 
cers of goyQrnmenX, jao cWt^rnCf^uid i>e o^^UiA^dt-iji^il 
thai granted Mr.vitl^^beekicic, iki: 1769;».- \!^ 
lowing ])ro(Se6ding8 iifir r^ktton to-dhfe' swlbjefit alti(*g*ft<r 
i-e'cbrds of theTxclesiastjcarCofi'vention.' '' ['^"^ '' ' ' 
^.^pie ,^nual. Cony^ntiqa; m i;^j5R,.}ya^ .h,o^dcn.,o«:'t|jff 
^6th ofSept^ip^bj^fvat' lbiili(Uiterrof;R«ri^ Mt.iFt^^in 
fe^merswidirkh. Str^ry Iberirel^faus init^r^ beirtg'dis'^ 
m^d'^:— ' '■'""' • • • '''-'-^^ ' ^ ' ''-' ^ ^'V "*^ '^ '' 

Ihc Convention then takipgj.jjft^^.jQon^^^ti^r.thp 
g|-e^t advantage whipb-nj^^y.^r^e l^.^o^ Q^i^^Vhd 
§tAt€tj|iPi»; the erettiixg^n Ac34Qay^,,w .Coli^p>tbi*i 

•Concord, ^oscawen. JF^ihirbtS. ^ JSouhe^ai, noW Am^rsU 



shall be jareferttd to {'heCWTeAi(if,^irift^towgr*rt 
n cliarier for salQ purpose'-: " ' 'i ■'■■'-' < ■ -^ ■■ ■'• ■ ''< 

StAT IT FLKAf(£YOUR EXCKLURCT, , , , ■ j 

y(<t, tbf , AlipfAtecs; of -ithejiCongcegattonal Chu^c^a, in 
4^ rrffvince of jSew-Hampshire, under yoiH" Ej,c|eltw 
cy's ^ govfii;nnifiOt,: PW s*»9ejnfeied ip ,fluc ajHy»l^ cftR^ep- 
tion 11^ Sjfpiarsmirt^, -as Itaa l^e^Sf our cuEtom for several 
years past, the design of w^ich is to pray together for 
WMfijbMyand gorernBi^nt^ aiid coisuk the Jnt^NEti of 
l«)%ioi> am virtue,: fisr out' mvituHl »KiHMic> audieaggwi 
agem^tin our prop^ b^Jhep^, : . heg leave iopr^^Att^li 
request to your* iSicellpncy,, in behalf of Ltieratyire, 
Irnicfc' proceeds n^t froift any private or^artj|*Vli»Wtn 
\ IB, but our c ' 
W.layipga, 
We dog Bin 
advautagBBt 
tlie cdiA^atipi 
distance fron 
of bur in?di( 
our interest^ 
government, 
Jjcie'nt fund i 
College |F"I 
other siicn s 
youti Ejtceltc 
of us, qr'any 
tTiinUiProper 
whicn thfiy. 
t^rofessori^ ai 
matters belonging to such a society. ; 

We therefore now humbly petition your Excellency to 
grant such a charter as may m the brht manner answer 
such a.design, anql entrust it with our committee, viz^ 
ftcvi ftiessrs. Joseph Adnms, Ja'nies Pike, John Moody,' 
Ward Cotton, Nathaniel Gookin, Woodhridge Odlin, Sani'- 
uefc [iingd«n ind Samuel- Haven,^ our breirhren, wh«m 
w« have j»w chosen to wtiit.Mpon your, Exf^ellenc^. with 
this our petition, that we may use our influence with our 
people to promote so good a design by generous subscrip- 



JQcgifif ^ttfiUumce u Uiejr ^S think B^^^Manf., 

We are persuaded, if vour ^ccelien^ will &8to£ a\I 
favour U8 with such a charter, we shaH be abfe soon to 
omkteH^ of K f^tbe-^Mit? benefit, s«d>fWj^)ai>Ex- 
c«ttnicy'ateiM -wiU fe^e«er.■bel^enB«slb»edmtb banonr. 
If, aftei; iri»i^ we ■cannot ^cconmlish it,~.we promise to re- 
turn ue charter, with all thankfulness far ^oui- Execllea- 
cj'b ^>od disposition. ' ■,',^11 . .^ ■ 

It is oto constant prdyer,,(hat<?*(f*t)«Miin»pefy6ur 
EtcelTenty^ adtflinistrafions, anJ beg leave I0 softi A-jfc*^ 
oursefve^ jmn' ExCelltncy'fe'nioSt lASlieht^yrvinfs, i 
. ; V,.; ,,..-., - y . jo^J^ A-Di-ltpSi Wmralb^i 

>.,A^4*nieat-neieetiBg of tb»Coitr«niipm'b<4d«i'dt iJ)» 
Iflnw^T Ref^MK AddiM'inNewiBgtcM^'SdplbSav 17S9t 
ihi'plaii bf^'aphaiterTor aeolfegieiB this Province" 
iiltii)§itfi3^,yiif ^pgH^r^V^pd. th&/ctirap;it>£.,votc it^fti > 

pa«S^iL:i ' . .'■ .. >■:"'■■; . ' / 

I cht^cd lastyearto.preftr 4 petir 
the QoVcrnor^lbi'.a. charter of » 
, havegiveil averbal acdoftflt to 
jr prtfceeding^ 'ariS cdflversatioa 
ii said 'afl^iV,l)y- wHicJi', notwitti- 
manifesfs som^^uHwillinghess at 
,er agreeable to fhe Convention, 
hope, that after tnStwer cohsid- 
ipuncil, his Sxcenetit^y 'itin gi^nt 
K agreeable' io us and (>;^r peop^; 

s'rs. Joseph ^d!a-iks,' JbmW Pifce^ 
trsbns, Nathaniol GookiD, S'atuuel 
Baven^ or a mtijor parV of them, 
;ia committee ot.lhjs CohTentioD^ 
to do every thing which (6 them shall appear n^cessarj 
io.the aforesaid affair, iu behalf of the Conv'eniioit : and* 
mcq^over to coasult upon an j other measures for pro- 
noting the ediicatioB qf Toqth and adjrancing.gQod liter- 
ature in the Province, ana make rep^ft to. the ne^ Co^i- 
vention^ ' \ ' ' ■■ \ "■ 

•iwi'7Sii^ fitu of •tke-ttnttabie jy^Eleater-Viht^ 
lOck WBB ri*de known to tha Convenl^n', ^tt'reetfred 



* 

Cktttegei was adgtt- si(ter>hid ^ theipeiiBer^ingitedrdaiii 
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f^|ibrgfihdrs:tmvejiMg0d;it'pooper>t6 ]fti^af^^ tboit 
ernmeat for New^-Hampshire) grawp^ ,yy bj pi. C^ppven- 

IjTdtikng Hie j*uitbappy; arid' uti^^^^^ 

'} 'OKigtna^ letttjf riell^ting to tfee sjubje^ •wriltca a i^YlA^A 

^> aft^r (he Caitvetititm. absesftbled^ bj Q6i»t*al' So&crv«^ 

.'to iii^fWciia apd cdhfid'drttial ci6i4^6Mm;Uh#«6iii 

,Bl^«i;qH Xrjy^.^ who w^ Uie fipst,^uer;5^p I Cfl.qs«ii 4<J 

i^litlie abaij^.Uiid^rfTthe new gov^Qioebl} «»MJli>)i6Jbi^ 

and''lf^» odnthi^ed* by' ^mnwitil eledtiorisi durinfgfithd 

whple war.] . . ' ' ' ' 

fWfiythe nxemberffof thB'Cdngfefls btd^ coj^yofifb^^r 
Ue^p^iil-d^^oiioseiiakid'appDmtad, by the.lfree >ev(ffi>afM 
of i (hre pecqile <^ ' said OQlony, and: autixkised .cind; Jmpowrf 
eicd'by^' thenl^ Isoiiikieet togdtfaisr' iud «$«'w^'t|n^^tii9 
audi ^piiud serch meastiiwff as i we- . shall li jtidg^ h^i^ 
fbr tto picblio good^-^-rainl in * patticalark^. to ^t»l)liih! son^d 
forD»:tif ^ovennbent^^irovide>i tiiati nieasaref sbodd b^ 
I'CCOBiiisended by di&conttiientat.ooiigr@^s>. ^ndi^ t^ 
coin mendation. td<thsulr purpose^ Having Iff^en ' tvsiii^Uleelr'toi 
uc^ fFQm'tke'sddicoiigti0SB^--»^baT«(aken^ iota. our .4erioUir 
cmisideratioti thknaonappy cineuiiist8n|Desv>tnt0 wbieh<tlnai 
colony is involved, by means of many grie^ovia' anid.tep*^ 
pressnre aK:2:s- of tli«Britiisfa..p&rKameat^:)depriviti§' uis^ of 
our native ahdxonadtqtional rigibt9aiDdfH:iMlfigbB.; iQ en- 
force obediencel tol wUidi; toOi^ia pow^iV.itfloet aid atDy 
have- brierilseKt iirii^ this- c^ijotryv by Itbe. ministry - (tf 
Great} Qrltaiiil^ w^bq havelertiercieedv!^ iraiitcm and* (imel 
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fn tfce kousM fd YtffuiM^lixiu^ Stptmber 1 9^ I T76« • 
Voted and resolved, »• ' 

: T0AT,a3«a}riiewto«niB,or acttlelacnli, i^thb sthte, 
^U increate ia dbeir QUinb^ of lahahitaiirt, frtdi y«w 
ta JMT, oofrom tim^ to timt, .pr«ccpi5'9hMl w^ for 
Ui^'r sending del^tts to ccmicii gad iJiiifcMyii'ia <» to 
be fully represented, according to their numbtrft, }>Mpori 
MonabJ^ wilJi^ other parts of tkia state. %Sdbi tip ^ ^oa- 

In council^ Eodemdie* — Read and concurred, 

E. TacwMoir) J^serelofy. 
• • Copy Mianmied, pear E^i TaoaMOa, St/^tttif^^ 



>\ 



J . , . -• f • -. • I ' '•»,.',«• 



An ortpnal LttUr from M/gpr-jSeiUiral Smitw^k la P^r^i* 
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' Di&Aa SiR^ — ^Though continually involved in thc^e dif* 
ficulties which necessarily attend a iiulitaiy life, I <^ hj 
no means Ibrget the duty I owe to thjat province, whose, 
generous fevbur I have so largely share^^and w|iose m&A^ 
of esteem' \ have so often experi^nceo^ . ^^^flS d^fj^y 
^pressed > with gratitude to tnat truT^ p^riotic colony^ 
atid fuHy ''sensible that the remaining' p^ olmf.!^ 
QPght to b^ devoted to tht interest of .n^ccniitffijiaiyn- 
erai,^ add io that |t)coVince, in l^ici^lar; I have rst^|f$ii a 
few qidmi^ifts ' ffdW the blisy'scene'of^y^ar, toaler. j^ 
my thou^tS; u|K>a, a matter which I dei^m ^senti^fo ik^ 
f^^ture welfar^ of icl^iiylj spirited an<j['d^§ei1fl^S^'f^^^* 
feh within that gpverninopt/ ..... • , • 

I hear that the Continental Copgrjpss hs^ giyat( jom:^ 
province &' power to assume government 4 but, the con^* 
tents of their letter to the ^roVinc^J Confess having; 
never' trsinspired, and my friends. of AheCopUnentalCpnT 
gress havine pever infornied me^ but in general tojips, 
that we haa liberty to assume goifermpent ;. 1 q^ustpo^ 
dude that liberty is given to set up ^n4efi^Ush an^W 
form of government^ Fpr, as we w^p propctrly a JMag's 
goyernmet^t before, the giving us a, power ta^ assume gov-^ 
eirADieht, would he giving|US a lieex^s^to assiu|i^rsuf(>fi|i o{j 
government i^hic^ we nipyer €ovi][4, obtajp^ t^akiag it> 
thcfeidre, for granted, that the Congress i^ ^^^ ^ ^: 
crty to set up ^hat form of government which wtlllbest 
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aaawer the true end aad design of government, I shall 
beg feave to offer you my thoughts upon the subject, leav* 
ing you to make such* use ot them as your wisdom shall- 
direct. And as my. ideas of government may in some . 
me^suro difler from many others, I shall kkg leave to. 
pvemise some few particulars agreeable to ray sentiments 
upoB this matter. i 

And in the first place would obser^ that all govern- 
ment ist, pr ought to he • instituted fdr the good of the peo- 
ple, ami that form of govemmoat is most* perfect when 
that design is most nearly and effectually answered. 2. 
That government which admits of contrary or clashing 
interests, is imperfect, and must worik its own ruin. 
Whenever one branch has loined a power sufficient to 
overrule, or destroy the other ; and the adding a third, 
with a separate and distinct interest, in imitation of the 
British Constitution, so moch celebrated, by those who 
underhand nothing of it, is only tike two contending 
powers, calling in a third, ^which is unconnected in inter- 
est) to keep the other two m awe, till it can gain power 
sufficient to destroy them both. And I may almost ven- 
ture to prophecy, that the period is near at hand, when 
the British nation will too late discover the defects of 
their much' boasted Constitution, and the« ruin of that 
empire evince to the world the folly and danger of estab- 
lishing a government consisting of different branches, 
having separate and distinct interests. 3. That no dan- 
ger san arise to a state from giving the people a free and 
full voice in their own government, and that what are 
called the prerogatives of the crown, or checks upon the 
licentiousness of the people, are only the children of am-, 
bitious, or designing men, no such thing being necessary. 

For though many states have been overturned by the 

rage and violence of the people, yet that spirit of rage 
has ever been awakened in the first place, by the mis- 
conduct of their rulers, and that often carried to the most 
dangerous heights, is so far from being owing to too much 
power being lodged in the hands of the people,«that it is 
clearly owing to their having too small, and their rulers 
too ext^isive a power. 

Thus we find Roine enjoyed its liberties, till their dic- 
tators, and others were clothed with powers unknown be- 
fore (at least in that state) and made in some sort inde- 
pendent of the people. And to this authority, so incon- 
siderately given, should be charged all the tumults at 

36 



274 OmOMAL LETTER. 

Rome, and the final rian of that emfure* This mcoar 
trolable power so much sought after . by ^'^gmitg mejn^ 
is made vseat to en^^e the people, and either fanqp 
about that evmt^or raweeChe just indii^ntionof tbe people^ 
to extnrpate tile tyrant thus seekingtheir jroiB.^And k some* 
times happens that tUs resentmentis-so far curied l^- 1 
the iiiry of an enraged populace, as totally to destxoy th^. 
remains of gor^nment, and kave them in fi, state of anar- 
chy and confusion ; and too oftephave deaiginBff persons 
takeh advantage ^ this confosion^and Bstablighed tyrminy 
in its place* f am well cottviiiced that peefle are too Sond 
of theireascand fpaet, to rise up in rebellion against goir- 
ernment) unless where the tyranny of their rulers be* 
comes intolerable^ and their fonaness for 'goverameDt 
must dearly appear from their so often sufamitting to one 
tyrisnt after they bad »itifpated anethcv^ rather tlian Iwo 
in a state of anarchy and confiisibn. 

I would therefore advise co such a form of govenunent 
as would admit of but one object to be kept in vieWy both 
by the governor, and governed, namefy', the good of the 
whole. That ooe interest should unite the several goir^ 
eming branches, and that the Sequent choice of the rv* 
lers, by the people, should cmerate as a check upon Aeis 
conduct, and remind them that a new election woidd soon 
honor tnem for th^ir good conduct, or disgrace them for 
betraying the trust reposed inthem**^! by no means ob* 
ject to a Uovemor.but would have him ireely appointed bgr 
the people, and dependant upon them, and his appotntr 
ment not to continue for a long time, unless reelected; 
at most not exceeding three years ; and this appoint- 
ment to be made by the freeholders in person^ not by 
their representativesvas that would be puttmg too dan* 
gerous a power into their hands, and pesaibly a majority 
of designing men, might elect a person to answer tbear 
own particular purposes, to the great emoluoMnt of those* 
individuals, and opposition oi their feUow^sufajeets ; 
whereas we can never suppose the people to have ai^ 
thing but the true end of government (viz. their amn 
good) in view, unless we suppose them idiotsitor selfanur- 
derers. — I am likewise much in favour oQ a Council and 
House of Representatives, but would have them like- 
wise chosen by the people, and bv no means f^i a locijger 
time than three years. And tnis mode< of cftopsing;| 
would effectually destroy that permeiou»|)04»er of gov^ 
emors, negativing counsellors, invented only to impow* 
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er designing governors to throw aside tJbose persons, who 
the J found would not join them in enslaving the people. 
The late conduct of fiernard and Hutchinson, and the 
present unhappy state of the Province I am now in, are 
striking witnesses of the justice of this observation, nor 
can I see the least reason for a governor's having power 
to negative a Speaker of the House. I would have 
seme rule established, for deeming thai person incapable 
of holding either of the above offices, that should eitlier 
before or after his election, bribe or treat the voters, 
with intent either to procure an election, or reward the 
electors for having chosen him. — The Accusation against 
the governor, to be tried by both Houses, and if against 
either of the members, by the governor and the other 
members of both Houses, he having only a vote eqiial to 
any other member, and in case judgment should pass a- 
l^amst the new elected governor, the old one to remain 
till a new election can be bad. And in case he should 
be the same person, formerly elected, the President of 
the Council to supply his place, till a new election qan 
be made, which President should be appoifited by free 
vote of the members of council at then: first meeting. 

The infamous practice of bribing people in GreatBrit- 
ain to sell their votes, and consequently their liberties, 
must shew the danger of permitting so pernicious a prac* 
ttee to be introduced into our constitution : to prevent 
which, and to guard agauigt the undue influence of per- 
sons in power over voters, I^ would recommend the 
Pennsylvahian method, (viz.) that every vote should be 
rolled up, sealed, and on the back thereof be . noted, that 
it is a vote for a governor, (if so) which should be de- 

!)OBited id a box prepared for the purpose, and a vote 
or counsellors and representatives sealed up^oted on the 
back, brodght in as aforesaid, and deposited in separate 
boxes, provided for that purpose. That all voters hav* 
ing once given their votes should pass out,and care be ta- 
ken that they should not come in again till the voting is 
over* Or if thought more expedient to let the clerk of 
the meeting have a perfect list of all voters^ with three 
columns, rul^d against the names, and marked for agev- 
ernor, one for counsellors, and one for representatives. 
And when a person brings in a vote for one,a mark to be 
made against hit name in that column. — And if li^e brings 
ih for all three fti the same time, a mark to be made m 
each aolurnn^ which I think would effectually prevent any 
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fraud in voUng. The representatives' box to be examiiir 
ed in meeting, and the election declared ; those votes giv- 
en for a governor and the council to be sealed up by the 
clerk, and forwarded by.him, to the capital of the prov- 
ince, when all the votes being had together, a sworn com- 
mittee should examine the whole, and declare the elec- 
tion. This method, though it may appear somewhat 
troublesome, will not turn out so on trial, and is the most 
effectual method to secure the freedom of voting, and pre- 
vent every species of fraud antl connivance. 

Any persons who offer themselves as candidates for 
any birth, may, agreeable to the method practised in 
Pennsylvania, publish their design in the newspapers, or 
communicate it in any other method they may think prop- 
er ; or leave the people to find out persons of merit, and 
nominate for thetiDiselves. — All civil oflScers should be ap- 
pointed by the tkree branches, and all military officers 
by the governor and council, and never superseded in 
commission, but by the same power which created them. 
All laws negatived by the governor, if revived after- . 
wards and passed by a new House and Council, to be as- 
sented to by him, at all events, as it would be unreasona- 
ble to suppose two Houses of Representatives, and two 
sets of Counsellors possessed of less wisdom,or to have Fess 
understanding of the true interest of the people, than a 
single |)erson,and that after having a long time to consid- 
er upon the matter, and consult their constitution there- 
on. . ^ 

And here I must beg leave to observe, that however 
high other people's notions of government may run, and 
howevermuch they may be disposed to worship a crea- 
ture of their own creation ; I can by no means consent 
to lodge too much power in the handb of one person, or 
suffering an interest in government to exist separate from 
that of the people, or anymati to hold an office for the 
execution of which he is not in some way or other an- 
swerable to those people to whom he owes his political 
existence. Time will not permit. me to ^o more largely 
into the subject, bftt must leave you to weigh those things, 
and make such improvements thereon as yonrwisdom shall 
direct. And though my notions of government are some- 
thing singular, yet I think this plan will be aii improve- 
ment upon the Connecticut Constitution (by far the hap- 
piest I know.) Where I have supposed a defect in that 
Constitution, I have taken the freedom to borrow from 
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thatoi Pennsylvania, andothei chartered gdirefnm^ntft 
to supply it, and in some instemces, have add^d my 
own thoughts, which if they have force of reason in 
them, they will have'their weight ; if they should noC.ap* 
pear to be founded in reason, I must beg you to excuse 
my giving you this trouble, as I sincerely aim to promote 
the welfare of that colony, to which 1 wish the most last- . 
ing happiness, and assure yourself that I am with much 
esteem, Dear' Sir, ' " 

Your most obedient servant, 

JOHN SULLIVAN. 
Hon. Meshecet Weake, Esq. 
P. S. Thouffh I haye mentioned three years, I am 
much in favour of annual elections. 

Your bumble servant, 

J. S. 



DESCRIPTION OP CHESTERFIELD, N. H, 

[Commnnicated by Larkizi G. Mead, Esq.] 

Chesterfield, a post town, in Cheshire county, in lati- 
tude 42o 53' North, is bounded N. by Westaioreland, £• 
by Keene and Swanzey, S. by Wincuester and Hinsdale 
and W« by Dummerstowa, Vermont. It contains 29,437 
square acres. It is 11 miles from Keene, &5 from Con- 
cord and 90 from Boston. This town is generally hilly 
and uneven. Few towns on Connecticut river have so 
• little interval land. For the whole six miles that it lies 
' )^n the river, the hills approach near to the river^s side. 
There is much sood upland, and our farmers raise very 
good crops of hay and indian corn. The chief articles 
of export are beef, pork, butter and cheese. Chesterfield 
has three villages.' The principal one, through which the 
stage road passes, leading from Hartford to Hanover, is 
situated near the centre of the town and three miles east 
of Connecticut river. Here are the meeting house, 
academy and a number of dwelling houses. The western 
village is sit'^ated near the river, on a considerable 
stream, called '^ CatVbane brook." To this stream the 
village owes its existence ; there being no stream of water 
near the principal village,which is situated on high ground* 
RiVBBs, &c« — The Connecticut river passes through 



tbe w«$lierct /boiMnds of Cla^terfiekl. CutVbane brook, 
isra slr^m of great importaQce to the town, furnishing 
man^ aull s^ts* Th^re is sqmetiiii^g so singular in the 
origm «f k& name, that I shall here- relate the ctrcum* 
stance which gave rise ta it. In ^olden tiji»e,^ when trav- 
elkr« w<ent by marked trees from town U> town, two men 
passed thfoiigh Che$terfiekl. They came, on their way, 
tQ Hm hra^ Tk^jf tefreshed themselves by eating a 
luncheon and drinking of the watery. . Q^e of our travel- 
lers was in a buf ry^ white tke othf r. waA disposed to lin- 
ger. A% ihie 'first urged: bis companion to quit the brook 
and travel on,the other told him very coolly he was in no 
b»6t€^ 90d wisbi^d ta driAk again , from the brook, and 
bending leisurely down, took another .draught, at whiqb 
his impatient and'eoiraged o^t^paxupn exclaimed, '^d — n 
you,'? . I Mtish the brook was CaVs-bane^ for your sake," 
meaning probably Rai^s-hant* The expression produced 
no small merriment among those to whom it was related, 
and the brook has been ever since called " Caf s-bane 
brook." 
l^inga^i Luki :iB iiitua|4d abbut one t^t wttj^ of 

Chesterfield meeting-bpuse.^ This beautiful lake is of 
great importance to the town. It is about eight miles in 
cihnimferenc^, fed by spritogs itt its bosotei. Nb considera- 
ble stream emptieis into it, bat one issues from it sufficiently 
lanre'to car^r the machinery of a cotton fttctory, sat*^ 
tttiHs, griErtfnfiils, &c. On this str^m, issfuing froin the 
ea«(tsidliof thelake,biMtaatedthe east village of CheD* 
tferfieldi-^This stream, which is calted ^^ Patri(]^eJ*s 
bfook,*^ sifter running about six mHea and ^rnishing md- 
ny fine mill seats, eiiipties into Connecticut rivet n^ar 
Westmdreland village. The water of this lake is re- 
miirkaMjf clear and pui-e — its bed feeing a #hitft sttnA; 
used fer sanding floon^. You m^y see small fish in it^ 
waters at the depth of twenty f^t* Altiioughit cotifalns- 
jfickcrel, pci^ch, and other kJnd^ of Ashy they are liot jnlf- 
ficiehtly plenty to make what would be called go W^^AJHg. 
In this hike is a very pleasant island, containing abbt(t 
eight acres. Many of our gobd people will have it, that 
this inland Was the former residence of ati'lbeof lilidfans? 
and shew walls built out to considerable distance and at 
no stftall labour, forming a sort of cove, in which theSfe 
i^aitie Indians us^ to ime fish. They also shew a hot- 
fcyw rock, in Which they mashed their ce'm--*«t leVd ^ISit 
trf grouted on which they performed their several dances, 
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and a mouEd ufidtp ivliichi- tbey buined.tbw ^hitCir. Oni 
the ddatli: of their chief {'(as the stery g9e#,)> ^bejr left . thii: 
island and moved np^stward* With regard - to the tt^atj^ 
of the ^adit^rl cl^Q oiiljTsay I have va^iwod the p^oes 
meQiioQicd) and ^ee no reason why th^: story may not . l^ 
trae4 • The lake look iU n$me fromie laein.by the. nam^ 
of S/Mygbrd, wko^ before any coaBiderai^le settlemexit w«« 
made in town^ purchased a liofi On Jts fthoi'ey and.loa^e the 
first clearings near i^ fie being thi^only man who lived' 
near it«— it soon aeqiKimd the name of ^^ Sfiafiord^s lake.'' 
Moiwa?ikiKs*}*-Jrhe'j»osl ^ot^ mountain inCheat^r^ 
fieU IB West river mQUntaii^ lying partly in Chesterfield; 
and partly in Hinadale* Tbete was. once ai voleanie er* 
rtipUon from^hia mountain* There is at present a oon- 
sioeffable quantity of laya Hear its crater. Tbe'toWA^ 
of Chesterfield, and the towns about it, were fpriOerlji 
graaiited by Massachusetts* At that time,. Chesterfield wafii 
called No* 1; Westmorelaad, No, 2; Walpole^ Nok S; 
and Cbarlestown, Nok 4^ In township No. l,Oo¥. Bel*- 
cher reserved U^ himself a part of the territory of the 
town: the afooteaaid mountain was assigned to him, and 
was known by the name of ithe " governor's farm." The 
early inhabitants of the vicinity discovered uncomiaoii: 
appearances abonit the mouth Of this volcano, and* seeing* 
an aperture in the mountain, supposed it led to a silver 
mine which had bkwn out^ as they expressed it. Sever- 
al associated with a view to make their fortunes by dig-; 
ging in the mine. Their first sOepwasto consult a fa« 
mous fortuna»telIer, who confirmed them in. their suspi- 
cions. He assured them of finding silver in ereat abun*^ 
dance. Butthsy did not own the land* T^y there*>^ 
fore dispatched one of their company to the then propria 
etors, of whom they obtained a lease of that part of the 
mountain which contained the supposed mine. One con^ 
dition of the lease was, that they should dig^ during the 
term for which they held the lease, at least three days in> 
each year, or the lease should become void. At this 
time, they have dug, principally through a rock, between 
90 and 100 feet-*-following the course of the eraser 
downward. Although they have never found any thkng 
ef value, except a few hogsheads of red and yellow o*- 
chre, they are unwiUing to give up, and to this time reg- 
ularly dig at leastthree days in each year in the nioua^ 
tain, that they may not forfeit their lease. 'Tis said by 
those who live near the mountain, that it frequently trem- 
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bte^ and a rumbling Mise is heard in its liiowels. It takes 
its name from West river, which empties into the Con*- 
ri%cticut exactly oppo^it^ this mountain. ' 

^ Pistareen moiuntain,'^ situated on the eastern shore of 
Spafford^s lake; is next in importance, k is formed like 
a' sugar ioaf, and is almost inaccessible — lai^e rocks pro^ 
j<^tin^ from its sides* It is called Pistarten mountain 
from SaringOfice been sold for a. pistareen,: or 20 cehts* 
To see it, one- would think that a fair price* 

There is a cave, in the north-western part of Chester- 
field, near th^ side of a small stream called Governor's 
brook. It is sufficiently curious to reward one for the 
trouble of going to see it, if he were passing near it. 

HisToitT.] — The town of Chesterfield was granted 
Feb. 11,1 752. It ^as divided into seventy equal shares,' 
and granted to 65 ^' loving subjects, inhabitants of the 
Province of New-Hampsnire, and his Majesty's other 
governments." Sixty^five shares were divided among 
the 65 grantees, and the remaining five shares were gran- ^ 
ted as follows— ^^^ One tract of land to contain 500 acres, ' 
which is to b^ accounted two shares, to His Excellency 
Benning Wentworth, Esq. ; one whole share lor the in- 
corporated society for the propagation of the gospel in 
foreign parts ; one whole share for the first settled minis- 
ter of the gospel in said town, and one whole share for a» 
f^lebe for the ministry of the church of England, as by 
aw established." ^ It is described in the charter '^ a tract 
of land containing six miles square." 

On the 25th of November, 1761, Mr. Moses Sinith and 
Mr. William Thomas, with their families, came to Ches- 
terfield and began a settlement on the bank of Connecti- 
cut river. Their descendants now occupy the land they 
first began upon. At that day the river afforded them an 
abundance of shad and salmon, and the surrounding 
woods were well stocked with deer, bears and wild tur- 
kies ; so that they soon made out to live comfortably, ex- 
periencing no particular hardships, other than such as 
are incidental to all new settlements. In consequence of 
dams across the river below us, shad and salmon canDot 
ascend so high as Chesterfield. In the Spring of 1762, 
Mr. Abel Emmons and Capt. Simon Davis moved inta 
Chesterfield — from that time the population so increased 
that in less than ten years the town contained 1 50 fami- 
lies. Its present population is 21 10. 
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C!HliB<]flS»6.— The CongrcgaUpoo^ chiirch was formed 
»in Gbeatei^j^Id in 1771 — <!o<isis!^yr»g ^f ^0 male members 
and about as many females. Since its organization, 131 
jmficles.and JS8.lem9kles,(m all 3^1^) have been admitted 
liaembers of ^he -church : ,pow Jiving in town, 1 Oft. Rev. 
Mrdham ffffwrf^wasordaiped ovqr this .cjhurch jind pco- 
'|)le, Dec. ai, 1772, in the 25thve?kr of hijs ^gc. - Mr. 
Wood «is a gjpadu?ite of flarvara ^Cpllege^-rh^is preaqlb- 
'ediin.Chesterfii^, every year since he .was ordained; 
.and at this time, although 73 jejacs old, eirjoy^ almost 
perfeotihealth. and preache^every sabbath. There is a 
45man.90ciety of Bs^ptists iniawn. The^ have no, meet- 
ing house and no settled minister or regular ^pre^qhing. 
'They iwceareincOFporatedi under fthe name of' the ^first 
Baptist society in Chesterfield," June 21„ .1, W 9. 3^1}ere,is 
^Up a^small eociety of Unii^ei^alis^is, incqrporated June 
02, 1818, by; the na^ie of.ths ^' Ch€|Sterni^lfl IJniversail 
^Restoration Society*'^ This s^qiety have no pieeting 
house, minister or re^lar preaching. ,,There arc ^ f(^w 
m^thodists and 2 families of .friends, or q^iakers. 

80HOQI1S,. &C.J— rCh^sterfield ,Aqa4emy i^as , iocprppra- 
ted in Jan.il790, apd was opened August .14,' litpi. It 
has nofuDds, but ftbe scboql ^has .continued , every y(^ar 
sinoeit coHnnenoed^iUpder the directjipn pf a .preceptor 
and eleven trustees. This ^as until ^within three yiears, 
•the only a^adeiny in Cheshire county p and. tfiis school, 
' under the rinttruetion of a succession pf able p^^eceptors,* 
has acquired considerable reputation. Mr. Qtis Butch- 
ins is the present preceptor^ a man eminently qualified 
for the employment. There are 14 school districts in 
' Chesterfield, the schools supported; by taxes as ifi. other 
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Commencedy 


Instructed, 


A.D. 




1 794 Shelden Logan, 


yeai*. 1 


1795, John Noyes, 


3 


1798, Brongbtoa White, 


1 


1799, LeW Jackson, 


6 


1805, Daniel Hardy, 


'2 


1S08, Saniiiel Fletcher, 


1 


1S09, . JoaaliMD HartireU, 


1 


IS 10, d^ Kejei, 


t 


1812, baac McConihe, 


1 


IBV&y OtiB Hotchina, 


2 


1815, Rinha a Plumb, 


2 


1817, Thoons HsWIy, 


^ 


1890, Oltti Htttchina, 


.a 
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parts of the state. Upon an average, the schools Con- 
tinue three months in the winter and three months in the 
summer. 

The Philesian Society^ is a literary society composed 
of students at the academy, for the time being, and Oliv- 
er literary young gentlemen in the vicinity. It was 
instituted A. D. 1808, upon the plan of the society of 
the " Social Friends" at Dartmouth College. Every stu- 

* dent " of good moral character, and who is desirous to 
encourage and promote literature," may become a mem- 
ber and enjoy the advantages of this society. The soci- 
ety has already a library of valuable books, which is 
yearly increasing. 

We have a " social library" incorporated June 9, 1 803, 
with about 50 proprietors. 

The first white chiH born in Chesterfield was Mftry 
Thomas, borri, 1 762. . She married Lemuel Stoddard 

"' and now resides in towtf; Mrs. Cephas now li^«es 

in town, aged 105. 

The first saw*mill was built in 1762, by ensign Moses 

.Smith and John Snow, the proprietors grahting to them 

two pieces of land in said township, on condition " that 

they would build such a mill — ^keep it in good repair for 

'^'five yeari^ next coming, and saw boards at as reasonable 
at r^le a^ Othel* men do in the neighbouring towns." 

* '* Hon. Levi Jackson, late a senator andscounsellor, in 
'tfeis,state, was a native of Chesterfield, born June 29, 

. 17^2. He died August 30, 1821. Mr. J. graduated at 
' Dartmouth College and was for six years preceptor of 
the academy in this place. 

Rev. RoswELL SnuRTLEpr, at present a Professor at 
Dartmouth College, is a native of Chesterfield. He was 
the.early associate and classmate of Mr. Jacks«n. 



Scrap.— =-In 1687, almost sixty years from the first set- 
tlement of this country, there were but two attorneys in 
Massachusetts. The noted Crown agent, Ranqolph, 
wrote to a friend in England, in Jan. 1687, as follows : — 
." I have wrote you the want we have ef two or three 
honest attomeys/if there be any such thing in nature. 
We. have but two ; one is Mr. West's creature — came 
with him from New-York, and drives all before him. He 
takes extravagant fees^ and for want of more, the country 
cannot avoid coming to him^' 



CAPTIVmr OP. MIL PITCH. «w 

• * 

Particulars relating to the captivity o/* John Fitch, of Ash- 
by^ Mass. — Related by Mr. Enos Jones^ of Ashburn- 
ham. 

The town of Lunenburgh, in Massachusetts, was in- 
corporated Aug. 1, 1728, and received its name in com- 
pliment to George II. who, the preceding year, came to 
the British throne ; and was styled Duke of Lunenburg, 
having in his German dominions a town of that name. 
Oa the 3d of February, 1764, a part of Lunenburg was 
detached and incorporated as a distinct town by the 
name of Fitchburg. In 1767, a p^rt of Fitchburg was ^ 

disannexed to aid in tormina the town of Ashby. Mr. 
John Fitch lived ort the frontiers of the county, in the tract 
now included in Ashby. After the commencement of the 
French and Indian war of 1745, 'Fitch proposed to the 
eovernment to keep a garrison, with the aid of three sol- 
aiers, who were immediately despatchcij to him. Mr. 
Fitch was a gentleman of much enterprize, and had had 
considerable dealings with the Indians in peltries, furs, 
&c. and was generally well known among them. Soon 
after the breaking out of the war, they defennined to 
make him a prisoner ; and in July 1746-7, they came 
into the vicinity to the number of about 80. The inhab- 
itants of the garrison were Fitch, his wife, five children, 
and the three soldiers. One of these last left the garri- 
son early in the morning of the disaster, on furlough to 
visit a house at the distance of three or four miles. An- 
other went out in quest of game. He had not proceeded 
far, when he discovered the Indians crawling in the high 
grass between him and the garrison. He attempted to 
return, but was instantly shot down. One soldier only 
remained with Fitch and his family ; and they determin- 
ed to defend themselves to the best of their power. The 
soldier, whose name was Jennings, fired several times, 
when an Indian shot him through the neck, and he fell. 
Mrs. Fitch re^Iarly loaded the guns for her husband, 
and they continued to defend themselves for some time ; 
when the Indians informed them that if they would sur- 
render, they should haye quarter, but if they refused, 
they should perish in the flames of 'the garrison. After 
some consultation with his wife, Fitch concluded to sur- 
render. The Indians then burned the garrison ; and af- 
ter committing various mischiefs in the neighborhood, 
they took the captive family to Canada. Immediately 
after the garrison was burnt, Perkins, the soldier on fur^ 
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lou^h, <^i^pre'd the smoke,^ ahid oti Ast^jmSkig ^ Y&9 ia^ the 
yictefty', he eoald^ itee tlve ruk^. He imiriediatefy ouve 
the alarm, and in the evening nearly an hundred had as- 
sembled in arms for the pursuit of the enemy. It being 
dark, hoA^ever, they concluded to waiit till the following 
morning, and ett day bfoke they sat o&t. After pro- 
. ceeding a short distance in the track of tie Indians^, tncy 
saw a piece of paper tied to a limb of a tree — which, on 
examining, they found to be in the hand-wtij;bg of Fitch, 
requej^ting them bynoni^atis to pursue him,asf tne Indiana 
had assured hini of safety, if they were not pursued; but 
would destroy hitn,if his friends should attempt his fescue. 
Upon this the party returifed to their homes* At tht 
close of the War, fttch afid Lis family weffe libcrr^ted ; 
and were crossing the Cdnnecticut on their return home, 
wten Mrs. Pitch took dori and died. The rest of the 
familjr returned, and Fitch was afterwards marf'ied again* 
Jennmgs^ who was killed iti tfee garrison, Ivsis burnt in tlte- 
flames. The name bf the soldiet killed mtbott the gar- 
rison was Blodget. The third soldier, whdse name W^? 
I^erkins, escaped. 
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tiaptivity of Mary I^owler, of Ilopicint&n. 

Mary Fowler^ formerly Mary Woodwell^ now living in 
Catiterbtury in tbis state^ was born in the town of 
Hopkinton in ftfasaaebiisettd^May U, 1730. Her par- 
ents moved to HiapkintM in this state when she was about 
twelve years of age, and ^ttled cm the westerly side o^ 
what is called Putney's Hilh 

On the 22d diaiy Ot April, in the year 1746, while in the 
garrison at her father's house, six Indians, armed with 
nluskets, tomakawks^ knives, &c» broke into the garrisoi^ 
ahd took eight persons while in their beds^^ viz. the said 
Mary, her parents, two of her brofihers^ Ben^amU and 
Tfaomasy Samuel Burbank, an 'aged man, and- his two 
sons, Caleb and Jonathan* They carried them through 
the wUderneite to St. Francis in Canada. Here Mary 
and Jonathan Burbayc were detained for the term of 
three years, (though b(H in one family) and the other six 
T^re carried pri$oners to Quebec, where Burbank, the 
agedv iod JMary's mother died of the yellow fever in pris* 
•n* The iMtr fdar w<ere idterwaords exchanged* 
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' Th^ eifciuMU&ces relative tA tbeir beuag^ taken wete as 
foOows I Tem fewwnUy vi£« tbe eight above menticmed) 
Saoiuet Bvdaauik'a wife aad a sold^, were- secltided in 
Ibe gaurvisOB for fear of beieg attached by the In^ianst, 
who had been frequently scoutiAg through KopkiliteA 
aad the other adjacent towDs. Early on the mcMmiogof 
Iheir captivity, Samuel Burbanh left the ^rrisoa a«ui 
went to the larn in order to feed the cattle before the 
rest were up, leaving the door uAtastened. The Indiana^ 
who lay near in ambush, iinoiediateVy aalliad forth and 
look him* From this affrighted captive they got m^ 
formation that the ganris<xi was weak^ whereupon they 
rushed in, and tocdc them all, except the soldier who es^ 
caped, and Burbaak's wife, who secreted herself in the 
cellar* During this attack, Mary'sHDOOthef bemg closely 
embraced by a sturdy IsdiaD, wrested from his side a 
k>ng knife, with which she was in the act of running him 
through^ when her husband prevailed with her to desist, 
fearing the fatal consequences. However, , she secured 
the deadly weapon^ and before they commenced their 
march threw it into the .well, f^om whence it was taken 
after the captives returned* Another Indian presented 
a musket to Mary's breast, Katending to blow her through, 
when a chief by the name of Penn6$, who had previous* 
ly received numerous kindnesses from her fatherV fami- 
ly^ instantly interfered, and kept him from his cruel de- 
sign, taking her for his own captive. 

After having arrived at St. Francis, Pennos sold Mary 
to a squaw of another family, while J. Burbank continu- 
ed in some remote port of the neighborhood under his 
own master. Mary's father and brothers, after they 
were exchanged, solicited a contribution for her redemp- 
tion, which was at lafit obtained with gre^,t dififculty for 
100 livres, through the stratagem of a French doctor; 
all previous efforts made by her father and broth- 
ers having failed* This tender parent, though reduced 
to poverty by the savages, and having no pecuniary as- 
sistance except what he received throogn the hand of 
charity from his distant friends, had frequently visited 
St* Francis in carder to have an interview with his only 
daughter, and to compromise with her mistress, oflR^ring 
her a large sum for Mary's redemption ; but all to no 
. effect* She refused to let her go short c^ her weight in 
silvet** MoreoveiS Mar^ had previously been told by 
hermis^ess that if sh^ mtimated a wera to her father 
that she wanted to go home with him, she should never 
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see his face again ; therefore, when intertrogated by him 
on this subject, she remained silent, throtigh f^r of worse 
treatment; yet she could not conceal her grief, for her 
internal agitation and distress of mind caused the tears 
to flow profusely from her eyes. Her father, at length, 
worn out with grief and toil, retired to Montreal, where 
he contracted with a Frenchmati as afn agetit to effiftot, tf 

Eossible, the purchase of his daughter. This agent, after 
aving attempted a compromise several times in vain, 
employed a French physician, who was in high reputa- 
tion among the Indians, to assist him. The doctor, under 
a cloak of friendship, secretly advised Mary to feign her- 
self sick, as the only alternative, and gave her medicine 
for the purpose. This doctor was soon called upon for 
medical aid ; and although he appeared to exisrt the ut- 
most of bis skill, yet his patient continued to grow ^orse. 
After making several visits to no effect, he at length gave 
her over as being past recovery, advising her mistress, 
as a real friend, to sell her the first opportunity for' what 
she could get, even if it were but a small Sum ; otherwise, 
said he, she will die on your hands and you must lose 
her. The squaw, alarmed at the doctor's ceremony, and 
the dangerous apipearance of her captive, immediately 
contracted with the French agent for 100 livres ; where- 
upon Mary soon began to amend ; and was shortly after 
conveyed to Montreal, where she continued six months 
longer among the French, waiting for a passport. 

Thus after having been compelled to three years hard 
labor in planting and hoing corn, chopping and carrying 
wood^ pounding smnp;^ gathering cranberries and other 
wild fruit for the market, &c. this young woman was at 
length redeemed from the merciless hands and cruel ser- 
vitude of the savages, who had not only wrested her from 
her home, but also from the tender embraces of her par- 
ents, and from all social intercourse with her friends. 
' Jonathan Burbank was redeemed about* the same time 
—became an oflSecr, and was afterwards killed by the 
Indians in the Frenfch war. These sons of the forest sup- 
posing him to have been Rogers, their avowed enemy, 
rushed upon him and slew him without ceremony, after 
he had given himself up as a prisoner of war. 
• After six months detention among the French at Mon- 
treal, Mary was conveyed (mostly by water) to Albany 
by the Dutch, who had proceeded to Canadlain order to 
jredeem their black slaves, whom the Indians had previ- 
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ousljF taken and earned tkklier :* from thence she w»b 
coMveted to- the place: of h«r nativity, where she comin- 
ued about fire years, and. was married to one Jesse Cor- 
bett, by whom she had two: sons. From thence they 
moved to Hopkinton in* this state, to the place where 
Mary- bad been taken by the Indians. Corbett her 
hufifaand was drowned in Ahntsbury river, (now Wam^ 
river) in Hopkinton, in the year 1759, in attempting to 
swim across the river — ^was carried down into the Con- 
toocook, thence into the Merrimack, and wasfinally ta- 
ken ttp in Dunstable with hisrdothes .tied fast to his head- 
Mary was afterwards taaisried to di Jeremiah Fowler; by 
whom she had five children. She is now living * jn Can- 
f«fbury in the enjoyment of <good health tand remarkable 
powers of mind, being in the. ninety-thivd year of her age. 
'The foregoing narrative was written a faw weeks sinoe as 
she related it. 
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Account of the Fall Pight which »oeufrtd neat CoMMelkut 
river, May 18, 1676 ; arid a narrative of'thttscaptof 
Mrf Jonathan Wells, of Hatfield. 

Several large bodies of Indians assembled at difierent 
places abbot Deerfield, in May, 1676. Two tribes had 
seated themselves at the fall^ on the east, a^d the other 
on the west side of the river. A little below the falls, 
upon an island, was another tribe. Another had placed 
themselves on the west side of the river, at a little dis- 
tance above the falls : And a fifth tiad taken, their resi- 
dence at Cheapside* 

These Indians, being previously informed, by some of 
their captives, that, the torces were principally withdrawn 
from the neighboring towns, had imprudently fallen into 
a state of unguarded security. , The inhabitants being 
informed of this, by some prisoners, who had been so 
fortunate as to make their escape, determined to improve 
the opportunky, and if possible, extirpate them from this 
pan of the coiuitry. All the. soldiers, who could be rais- 
' ed, for this almost desperate expedition, both from the 

* These poor negroes refased to return, being better satisfied with 
their new masters, 
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militiB) and the istanding forces, amonnled la onlfon^ 
•hundred and sisty^ TIk stawiiiig fiovoes were tcwwii^ftd- 
-ed Jby captaui TAuwer^ of fioston. Tiie v^ten^eai^ hf 
their omnofiicers. Tiiose Ahnii "Sfxrii^eM hf ic&plaio 
Holyote ; irom Nortfaampioii, by eosia LjgfDMm ; 6N<m 
(Hadley, aod Hatfield, bj sergeantsKfeUogg, and l^ckift- 
6on. The Rev^ Hope Atl^rton, Minister of -ihie gsspel 
lit Halfi<^d, a 'ge&tleman of public spint, accompmed 
the army. The pilots were MeMF& fie»jamiii iW^tt jand 
Experience Hinsdale. 

The«e troops'morcbed Ipom Heitfield Jilay 17^ ak67^ia 
4ittle befofte nigbt. Passing Deerfieid jriver^ at Cbei||>- 
side, fbey were beard by the Indian sentinel^ who iamP" 
dlaiMly atamed the tribe, informbg ^them,. that bovaes 
had >pas0ed the Yiver. Seavcih was* ^medtatriy made, 
at the usual fordkig place, whiehr oar itBroopa'hadf happily 
missed, hay bg by mistake, crossed a little above, and 
the enemy finding no tracks, concluded thmi their sentry 
bad been deceived, and that what he heard, must have 
been the noise of moose, passing the river near the focd- 
ing place. Meeting with no opposition from this tribe, 
our troops marched on, till they came to the falls. It was 
>now> about the break c^^day « According to their wvriies, 
our army. found the en^oiy in w unguarded situation, 
without even a sentinel. The reason why, at this time, 
thev were thus surprisingly unguarded, was, the evening 
before they had been rioting upon tnilk, and iroaat 3>eef, 
hating been pillaging cows from the wetgbboringloirtifs. 
When the day opened, sothatotir arn^ couW distinguiBh 
friends from foes, they marched up and began »tbe at- 
tack, by firing into the wfg warns. The Iiidians awrising 
in surprise, and in their constei^ilatien, supposingthMt they 
were attacked by their native enemies, oried, Mobawfe ! 
Mohawks ! They soon, however, discovered their Mis- 
take ; but being m no situationaomakeanJmiiKMkate dlB- 
fence, great nunlbers were dain upon the -spot 5 some, ^in 
their surprise, ran directly into the river, aara were drown- 
ed ; others betook themselves to their baric canoes, and 
haviriff in. their confusion forgot their paddllM,''WeFCJhiir- 
ried c^wn the falls, and dashed againdt theTOAks; and 
many who had endeavored to secrete tbea»«lvps 'imfler 
the river banks, were discovered, andaiain. 

In this action the enemy, by their ownconfelsion, test 
300, women and children included. 

TJiis victory, though great, and obtained with the toss 
of only one man, in the first onset, was yet, however, dis- 
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iflUhmuftin' tiieintie«. The flhi^i^Iio hod im heed stiafin, 
of ch» tribty after i^ecovl^mg fr dm ttteir fright; aodd" bdftg^ 
j0iii«d br tfie nmgUboutifig tHbes^dtodovei^' tW dieal& 
if«M«f me iiiuinlfi»>, bf wfaiodi'ttaieyliad^ bdeirthti& faM«fcriP 
\j tfuaeked^ and iRf trhomittey haidlsucttatniid'titieb'a 1^^;^ 
ptrsaed^ndiiarrQMed tbe orik!^' (mub^ir rc^at Witl? 
^ch' finrys that tUrtynseveii were killed, aitdseV^ihMf 
#^#v wounded;' 

Tbitiosft^atkipulied; iif:pM*t{ ix^tUerbodiljr iiiAt-tfilSa^ 
of C^pt. Tupfier ; and in panUtsthrtrahroffaiflmltuHtibri,^ 
ifWchiwlft tbecaoBe of att ill^titoed and' uii^^&rd^ re^' 



A' ftw^ to thrtidinber of about tw«fity;'d>id iidt qdit iW 

w»d, vftthitfaetiiteiiii body of tte arttiy; but t^M^W* 
kitid, fbif tte' piir{>OBe of firingiL^i ^j^ o^fa^' en^h^ Wlttt^. 
iit^ei% ^rasstUff 'the riy^T.' TtatiBft' noetfi sabtf ftiuMtl ' th^^ 
dCfhtes ttndertke necessity) of diii]^utin|; '■ tte^'^aUnd; tMltt' 
a eottfiderabli0rbodyoPt»ei90eiiiy, htt^(te^ th^ cdtiHt^ i^' 
di^er thrfr borsei ; b«it> afiier a ftev«i!«^ skU'Didsh,>obtMiiM^ 
iMt object^ «nd s6an cansd'^p^with tfae^anny, ni^fi^h'wiiV 
surrtmuwdk,! siidvfct^^coDvtheirfretfiekt foi^'teti mil^. 
S«f«ti ord^t mw^ wthe bejriiami|)oi ttbe retreat, w<^^^' 
by $oiBk(9»Qridt9t^'Ufifoitiiii»tdiy' 49i6y»aMitea>^frolii 'th^af<^ 
myq «Hdsoo« f<nmd' tk^tnattves lovt. T%e * Ihdiand ^i€t^ 
if«vds g«vetfaefoU6wiiif a«coaitt of tiydm : Tba^t^'Mbh-' 
d8y^CMthe>%hli,eigUtEiig1]uibimnain^ to'tb^iai; who* 
wf^^iiMt^' and • offered: to surMiMieir^^oii c^nditida< their' 
tifm aiglit be^ipared ; but^ imt^ of gMng^ tbem q^^ 
t«rj tlm^tMlKmiid -barnt tbem'iitcbc^ foltewing^Wlafilier :«^' 
They nm c^vei^dthtui iKth^di'yihatck, theh'set &rt t& 
it^atid compfeUedithmr to run :* When one coverihg vfHi^ 
bumt'ofi^ they pat <MS another, aiid so co^tfiiMied ii till* 
death^dttvertd thiBin^frakii'their hands*. 

TfiiA' expedition was productive of vci^y happy cohse-' 
qatmi^Aataht emmy wcfresodisebnterted in all their 
ptaWrand: so* greatly disheartened, th^it they nevei^'afl^r,' 
dwing that war, gave any comskterable disturbance ^o thli^ 
frontiers; Fifoni this expedition' way be dattid th^Jr de* 
cbiein tfati^e>pam. 

In the abov^ action was one Jonallian Welk^ of H&t^' 
fiehl^ theiiia yoiiBkhin his seventeenth y^ar^ he was aftei^' 
wards a genueMaii' improved In publidt 'life, 'and sustained 
a worthy thtf act^; The following is the substance of' 
an attested icopy of the accotteit,' tak^'frttm his own' 
moudii 
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Mr. Wells was one of the. 30^ men abovemeationed, wbo 
were .under a aecessitj of ducting the groafidi,.for the 
purpose of recovering their horses. Soon aft^r he had 
jnouBtedy being in the rear, three of the enemy fired upoo. 
him i one of their balls brushed his hair, another wound- 
ed his horse^ a thirdistruok his thigh, in a place where it 
had before been broken with a cart wheel ; the ball did 
aot wholly break his thigh anew, but fractured the end oi 
one of the bones, which was a. little projected orer the 
other, it having been badly set* Upon receiving tfaev 
wound, it Was with difficulty that Mr. . Wellsiaept in hi» 
saddle. The Indians perceiving that they had wounded, 
him, pressed hard upon him. Mr. Wells reoov^ifig.ajit-' 
tie from the first shock, and perceiving the .^nemy almost 
upon him, presented his gun, which gave them acfaeckf. 
and whilst they were charging, he made his escape, and- 
reached tbacoKupany. He represented to Capt. Tucner . 
th^ daoger to winich the people inthereac w^retenposed^ 
sfnd urged him to return to their relief,, or halt till ibey ^ 
might come up; but be. answered, ^ It is better to lose 
some than all.'' The army was now divided into several 
companies, one pilot ctying, ^^ If you will save your lives, 
follow me ;'' and anoth^, ^ If you recard youcaafety, fol- 
low me.". Mr. Wells was new foUowing. a- coiQfifLny» 
whose course was towards a swamp ; .butperceiving that 
a^body 4^! the enemy, were there, he left that company, 
who, were all lost^- and joined a small party, who were, ta- 
kiing a di&rent route ; but his honse soon . failing by . rea* 
son of bis wound, and himself being much weakened by 
the loss of blood, he was left by this party, having only 
<Mie Jon^s, a wounded man, to accompany him : They 
had HO path to guide them, and were both unacquainted 
with the woods. They had not travelled far, beifore Mr. 
Welb was separated from Jones, and findmg himself faint 
ate a nutmeg which he had in hb pocket, upon which he 
revived. After having wandered in the wOods for some i 
t^e, he came upon Green river, and he followed the^ 
course of it up, tul he came to a place called the country 
farms ; having passed thejiver, he attempted to ascend a 
mountain on the west side, but fainted, and fell from his 
horse. How long he lay in this condition he knew not, 
but when he recovered, he found his horse .standing by 
him, and his bridle hanging on his hand. He arose, tied 
his horse,'and again laid mmself down ; but upon reflec- 
tion, finding himself already so weak as to be unable to 
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mount, concluded that he should have no fuhher ude for 
his horse, and being unwilling he should die at the tree, 

. dismissed hini ; but unhappily forgot to take any provis- 
ion from his pdrtmanteau, although it contained a plenty. 
Towards night, being troubled with musquitoes, he struck 
up a fire ; but this almost proved his destruction 5 it 
arose, and spread with such fury, amon^ the leaves and 
trash, that it Was with difficulty, in his famt condition, he 
escaped perishing in the 'flames. After he was out of 
danger from the fire, he again laid himself down to rest ; 
but now new fears arose ; he imagined that the fire 
would direct the enemy where to find him ; and serve to 
betray him into their hands : Unwilling that the enemy 
should be benefitted by his ammunition, ne cast it to as 
great a distance as he could, reserving only a charge or 

' two for their use, should he fall into tljieir hands.. After 
some time, finding his fire had spread considerably, he 
took courage, put some tow into his wounds, bound them 
up with his handkerchief, and composed himself to sleep. 
When he awoke he found himself re freshed, his bleeding 
stopped and his strength recruited, and with the help of 
his gun as a stafif, he was able to walk, though but slow- 
ly. The rising of the sun, convinced him he was lost, 
and that the course he intended to pursue was wrong. 
He had now wandered six or seven miles farther from 
home, than when he sat out from the place of action. 
He travelled down the river, found the end of the 'moun- 
tain, and soon came to the plain. Soon after he entered 
upon the plain, he found a foot path, which led him to the 
road, in which, the main body of the army had returned. 
When he came to Deerfield river, he met with much dif- 

, ficulty in crossing ; the stream carrying his lame leg 
across the other, so that several of his first attempts were 
without effect. Finally, however, with the help of his 
^n, with much difficulty he reached the opposite shore. 
When he had ascended the bank, being greatly fatigued, 

' he laid himself down under a walnut bush, and fell asleep. 
When he awoke, the first object that presented was an 
Indian in a canoe, coming directly towards him.' Mr- 
Wells now found himself in a very unhappy condition, 
being so disabled by his wounds that he could not flee^ 
and his gun being so filled with gravel and sand, in cross- 
ing the river, that he could not fight. So soon, however, 
as he perceived the Indian had discovered him, he pre- 
sented his gun, which so affrighted him, that he leaped 
out of the canoe, leaving his own gun, and made his es- 
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wn^le tribe, wjbo \nrer^€ only a fjew poids ^stant, wj^t iii* 
to a jQteigbbpurip^ s^va^o^, aoud ^^dipg two logs i^ear each 
otber, and covered oyer with rubbisn, be crept between 
ihen^. Be soon heard tl^e noise pf Indians ; bjat w^saot 
curious to l.Qok but softer iben. When the noise b^ 
cleaned, he ventured to proceed forw^^. In DeerfipUj 
meadpxr'he found some horsey' bpoes, Jrom ^bicb h& 
scraped spme piatjL^, which served fpr fopa ; be also 
ibnnd t,wo or three fpttcin beans, ^hej-iB jjtp JnfJfajpis h^^ 
thresheidj^^i also two blue-bird's egg§i wbicb wa^ s41 \hi^ 

Justenancp he had till jb^ reached l^oj;ne» Be caine tp 
^eerfield town plat, on S^turdjajr ^ight ^bPP^ darlc, but 
is there were no inhabitants present, tb^ toi;y:|i bs^ipg ^. 
Iktie before bjsen burnt, he C9|:^ti);ijie4 his cour^ i^ %6 
evening. • 

He Vas often Wider gre^t ^Qw^m^i^% fwd 
frequently laid himself down, expecting, tp ^ise no 
more, ife reached no ifarther than niijijii4^ Airoit^.f^s tbe 
^iin rose on Sabbath morninff. Here, secinea h^gupai^ 
^ead^ which bad been dug up py wild beasts, lllr* tyells, 
tiotwitbstanding the distresses of his copditipni stopped 
to findtl^e ^^ave, ^bich having foun^, ^e |^|d the b^ad tp 
the body and covered it wfth b^lets of wood, to de&;n4 4 
fjpom the ravenous beasts of the wilderness. Aftpp ^i 
had'left the brook at^A entered upon the vl^ipp be ^eiy 
faint and very thirsty, but could obtain b^ waterTor ^ ^ 
considerable time ; he was, however, 9ften refref jhiedt bir 
lidldin^hi^ fapein the smoke of burnjnjg; knots of Pui^^ 
which he fii'equently met witb, a^ the woods wer(e pn ^e» 
Mr. Wells arrived at Hatfield( on the Sabbatht b^tweeij 
me^etings, and was received with inexpressMe ipjr, a^ 
one having risen from the dead. He endured mcreqibie 
pajnand pistresSj with his wound, being confiig,p ?ievera^I 
umes to his bed, for six months tpgethef ; a^^ it wi^s yrifei 
-i^ards of four years before be was sound. 

The i^ev. Mr. At^ertpn,^ minister of Hatfield, was ^ilsp 
in this action. Butij[> the hjirry apd confusion of tb?. Ff? 
tre^t, he vidiS lost j and on ibeibiiowiD^^mprnipg^ ^^T^S 
no way of escape, he offered himself tp th^ ](ndiaps. w^ 
on discovering hii^ fle4« (''indlng that tticF ]vpu|q ;i^^ 
receive fom, he again sat p^t,ap(^i^^ aifev ^*p re^c^(e4 

^"^^ J¥^ ^^^*^^^ 9( ^V mm prsVably ^f pie if 9^ 
soDGie r^bgioys superstit|[on^ 
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» 
Miscellaneous Extracts from the ancitnt records of the town 

iff Havirhilly Mass. 

1650. Votedy that all freeholders stall be compella- 
ble to attend Town-meetings, and having lawful warning 
they are to come williin half an hour after the meeting is 
begun^ and shall continue until sunset, if th^ meeting 
hold so long, under the penalty of paying half a bushel 
of Indian Corn, or the value of it. 

1650. Fo/ed, that Abraham Tyler blow his home half 
an hour before meeting on the Lord's day and on lecture 
days, and receive one pound of Pork annually for his 
services from each family. 

1653. The Town voted six acres of land to John 
Webster, provided that he here for five years follow the 
trade of a blacksmith. 

Nov. 23, 1 6*9, Ordered^ that no man shall be taken into 
the Town as an Inhabita^it or Townrdwieller, without the 
consent of the Town. 

1 660. The present burying-place laid out* 

1661. Ten founds panted for a Schoolmaster, be- 
sides what he might agree for with the parents* 

1662. Voted^ to any Indian that shall kill a ivolf'm Ha- 
verhill forty shillings. 

1667. All the Inhabitants on penalty of two sbiUifigs 
and six pence a piece per day shall keep their places as 
they are seated m th^ Meetinj^^House* 

1669. Ferry granted to Andrew Greeley, provided, 
that he carry all Ministe|;s over free that come to us, and 
in particular Mr. Symmes, and all inhabitants that come 
to meet with us on the Sabbath. 

1671. A school-house built near the meeting house, 
that shaH ako serve as a watch-house, and to entertain 
people on the Sabbath, that shall not go home between the 
forenoon and afternoon exercises* 

1672. A powder-room to be made in the Meeting* 
house* 

167$. The inhabitaBts permitted to cut staves from 
the common lands to pay the County taxes* 

1675. The meeting house ordered to be fortified* 

1^84, A new GaUerjr made for the women io the 
Meeting house. 

1687. ^' It being the interest and desire of the Inhabi* 
tauts for the sake of back, belljr and purse,^ the Select- 
men were authorised to have a piece of land cleared for 
fheqf, at the public expense* 



S94 WONDERS OF TH£ SEASON. 

1696. Fo/e J, ten shillings for killing a wolf, since the 
man declares it was a bitch wolf, and that she will not 
bring more whelps. 

1701. The Town was indicted for not procuring a 
School. 

1716. The neighboring ministers invited to observe 
with them a fast on account of difficulties and divisions of 
the inhabitants about settling a minister. 
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WONDERS CF the SEASON ! 

Perhaps no season for twenty years has been so abun- 
dant in fruit and vegetables of ail kinds, as the past. A- 
mong the instances of extraordinary productions which 
have been mentioned in the newspapers, we note the fol- 
lowing. 

Apples. — Twenty apples, taken from ^ tree in Mr. Eb- 
enezer Dustings orchard, in Hopkinton, weighed 31 lbs. 
3oz. ; the largest weighing SI 1-2 ounces. Hon. John 
Harris, of Hopkmton, raised an appleVeighing 23 oun- 
ces, which measured 16 inches in circumf^ence. An 
apple of the Greenins species, was raised in Livermore, 
Maine, and exhibited it the Hallowell Fair, weighing 
35 ounces; and one of a larger size grew on the same 
tree. An apple raised near Holmesburg, Pa. was exhib- 
ited in Trenton, N. J. which weighed 1 1-2 pounds* But 
the largest which we have seen nQticed was i:aised by 
John Hill, of Bensalem township^ Bucks county, Fa. 
When taken from the tree it weighed 29 ounces, and 
measured 16 inches in circumference. 

Pears. — A pear grew m the garden of a Mr. Saunders, 
of Salem, Mass. which weighed 27 1-2 ounces. Mr* J. 
Robinson, of Chester, N. H. raised a pettr weiehing 11-2 
lbs. Many others have been mentioned, weiring from 
16 to 23 ounces. 
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Pun^ru.'^Ur. Reuben Sharpe,of Pp^lfret, Vt* rais- 
ed aU pumpkins from one seed, which weighed together 
S02 jpound3 ; the levrgest 69 lbs. A pumpkm seed acci- 
dentally deposited in a garden spot of W. M'Farland, 
Esq. of Hopkinton, Mass. the last spring, produced 31 
pumpkins, whose weight was 574 pounds; tne length of 
the vine and branches being 890 feet ! 

Beets. — A gentleman in Portland, Me. raised a beet 
25 incheain circumference, weighing 8 lbs. 8 oz. E« N. 
Chaddock,of Hanever,' Ms. raised a beet weighing 31 
lbs. and measurinj^ 31 inches in circumference. The 
largest, howev^,.wbieh has been noticed, was that raised 
by L. Pratt, Esq. of Pembroke, N. H. wbich measured 
3S inches, and weighed, exclusive of the tops^ 32pounds# 

Corn. — The' following extraordinary crops are notice^ 
in the Vermont papers : — ^R. Moulton, of C^istleton, 
raised 135 bushels; Gen, Curtis, of Windsor, lljB; A, 
Barron, Esq. of Hartford, 104 '; and E. M'Levan, of Bar- 
net, 100 bushels to the acre. 
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SPORTING ANECDOTE. 

Mosxs BLAjBJtand Wactbr Bloss were the first settlers 
of the town of Dalton, in New-Hampshire ; and for a 
long time, with their families, were the only inhabitanls. 
CorriN MooRE was the third settler. A pond at the south- 
east corner of Dalton, the only one in town, bears the 
name of Blake's pond. He was a, famous hunter ; an4 
the moose which, before the settlement of Whitefield, fre* 
quented this pond, often fell by the accuracy of his shots. 
The following anecdote, is related of him and another 
sportsmajQi of the neighborhood* In company with Capt. 
Bucknam,' ( one of the first settlers of Lancaster, and 
afterwards Brigadier-General of militia) on a hunting ex- 
cursion, they fired at a mark on a small bet. Bucknam 
first fired, and made an excellent shot, cutting at the dis- 
tance of twenty rods near the centre of a mark not 
larger than a. dollar. Blake then fired — and on going to 
the tree on which the mark was made, no trace of the 
ball could be discovered. Bucknam noiy exulted with 
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2W ANECDOTE, &c. 

wannth. ^'Cutoutyaar ball," said Bltike, *'Mdybu'lI 
find mine o'top on V Tbe operation feeing perfarmedi 
the two balk irere found, the one safiG*y lodgedTMoii flte 
othen ' . ■ . . • 
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' WitLiAM . SrufflOK waftaneiofy tbs fimlisettters of Dm*. 

bartoe^ He wa«> bora in: 'Ireland,. caoiet^ Londobdeiry 

with hi»father, while jiom^ Fik^mjfhome' heiiHcnt td 

Punburtob. For> sone tini&iM ttwd^/ alme mk; his Jm. 

IQ«0C^ dfstknte of.mosr.o( thelcoitvenieoees off d0mei^ 

ife- .Qa'ar cefttamftidkf, the Rev. Dhvid MfGnegove, of 

l»ondonderry called upon him and dined witk him. 'iHot 

laviijg'a table or any thing that'would answer for a better 

substitute; he was ob'Uged to make u^e of a Basht turned 

bottom upwards, on which the dinner was served* uj^ 

The Rer; Mr. M'G. being requested to solicit the ul 

/vine blcssinc, he pcrtmentJy and devoutly implored' that 

his host might be blessed in his ^^ Basket and Store." 

This was literally verified as Stinson became one of the 

most wealthy men in the viciniiy.. 



Extract from the Hvn. Samubi* 'Da»a\ Aiite»s\ Mioered 
cU Amhtrsty Aug* 10, 17^, 6e/ore. (be Offiistrs of t)A 
Grmnd Lodges of J^»IL and JUkss* 

'^ In this state we have a striking display 'Of the? in- 
crease o< population. But little more than half a cen* 
tory since, to wit, at the time of the settlement of Rev; 
Mr. Wilkins, lately deceased, this town did not contain 
twenty families r and to the north, not a single family of 
white people, between Connecticut and Merrimack Rm 
er, tothe settlements of Canada, except a few on thi» 
banks of those rivers ." 
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IsaUh." 
*— — 98— >fiflh and seirtiitb lines from focttom, fwe *^ Soooook,*' read 
Aoaoo^X^i— this bein^ the ntone of tberiret alluded to. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

The editors of this work, having deter- 
mined to alter its plan, and publish it regu- 
larly once a month, after the first of Janua- 
ry, 18S3, — have closed the present volume 
with the Jifth number ; the whole making 
300 pages,. instead of 400, as was originally 
intended. The price will consequently be 
reduced to $1,60 for the volume now com- 
pleted, instead of $2, as first proposed. To 
those individuals who have , advanced Two 
Dollars for the year. Fifty Cents will be re- 
j)aid, or credited towards the next year's sub ' 
scription. Those who have not paid, are 
tiarnestly desired to remit the amount due 
immc4iately. 

(J3*A few copies of the first volume of 
the Collections complete, bound in boards^ 
may be had of Hill and Moore, Concord, 
N. H. 
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